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​ March 23 is the 82nd day of the year
(83rd in leap years).

There are 283 days remaining until the end
of the year.
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March 23 Quotations






“The problem with people who have no vices
is that generally you can be pretty sure they're going to have some
pretty annoying virtues.”

— actress Elizabeth Taylor, died March
23, 2011






“The curious task of economics is to
demonstrate to men how little they really know about what they
imagine they can design.”

— economist Friedrich Hayek, died March
23, 1992






“The trouble with this country is that there
are too many politicians who believe, with a conviction based on
experience, that you can fool all of the people all of the
time.”

— columnist Franklin Pierce Adams
(F.P.A.), died March 23, 1960






“Human beings are unable to be honest with
themselves about themselves. They cannot talk about themselves
without embellishing.”

— filmmaker Akira Kurosawa, born March
23, 1910






“Science does not have a moral dimension. It
is like a knife. If you give it to a surgeon or a murderer, each
will use it differently.”

— rocket designer Wernher von Braun, born
March 23, 1912






“Human beings are unable to be honest with
themselves about themselves. They cannot talk about themselves
without embellishing.”

— filmmaker Akira Kurosawa, born March
23, 1910






“One cannot be deeply responsive to the
world without being saddened very often.”

— psychologist Erich Fromm, born March
23, 1900






“A wise woman never yields by appointment.
It should always be an unforeseen happiness.”

— author Stendhal, died March 23,
1842






“I know not what course others may take; but
as for me, give me liberty or give me death!”

— founding father Patrick Henry, speech
given March 23, 1775






“The weight of evidence for an extraordinary
claim must be proportioned to its strangeness.”

— mathematician Pierre-Simon Laplace,
born March 23, 1749
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Event of the Day

“Give Me Liberty, or Give Me Death!”
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Patrick Henry






Patrick Henry (May 29, 1736 — June 6, 1799)
was an unsuccessful tobacco farmer and merchant who turned to the
law as a career. In his first famous case, known as the “Parson’s
Cause,” he called the king a “tyrant…who forfeits all rights to his
subject’s obedience” — dangerous words for the time.

 


He was elected to the
Virginia House of Burgesses in 1765, filling a vacant seat, and
only nine days after being sworn in, he made an inflammatory speech
condemning the Stamp Act, a British law taxing the colonists:
“Caesar had his Brutus; Charles the First his Cromwell; and George
the Third…may he profit by their example. If this be treason, make the most of it!”

 


Later, he had to apologize for these words,
and assured the legislature that he was still loyal to the king.
The final phrase, “If this be treason, make the most of it!” became
widely known and established Patrick Henry as an important leader
in the colonies.

 


The Stamp Act was quickly repealed, but the
damage to British interests in the colonies could not be undone.
“Committees of correspondence” to coordinate the colonial response
to British action started the process of uniting the colonies
around a common cause. Patrick Henry joined Thomas Jefferson and
Richard Henry Lee in representing Virginia.

 


These acts of colonial
resistance resulted in Britain sending over troops to put down any
attempt at rebellion. Colonial opinion at the time was divided, and
Patrick Henry once again argued strongly for an aggressive
response. On March 23, 1775, Patrick Henry rose before the Virginia
House of Burgesses to give a fiery speech that has forever defined
his name and reputation. No contemporary account of the speech
exists, and it wasn’t until William Wirt, Henry’s first biographer,
reconstructed the speech from oral histories and notes. Historians
disagree on the accuracy of the reconstruction—among other things,
some account suggest that Henry engaged in a great deal of graphic
name-calling. Wirt’s reconstruction of Henry’s speech can be found
here: 
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Give_me_liberty_or_give_me_death.

 


The last two paragraphs, and especially the
final line, became famous throughout the colonies. Henry said: “If
we wish to be free—if we mean to preserve inviolate those
inestimable privileges for which we have been so long contending—if
we mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in which we have
been so long engaged, and which we have pledged ourselves never to
abandon until the glorious object of our contest shall be
obtained—we must fight! … There is no retreat but in submission and
slavery! Our chains are forged! Their clanking may be heard on the
plains of Boston! The war is inevitable--and let it come! I repeat
it, sir, let it come. …
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