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Dedication

	This book is dedicated to my mother and father. Without your love and support, I don’t know where I would be.

	 


Introduction

	First of all, I would like to say thank you. For your love and support on the creation of this book. My Thoughts as a Black Man is my introspective experiences over the past decade of my life. I was going to keep these to myself and never share these poems and essays I wrote but due to people being in my life and filling my heart with courage I decided to make these writings public. Inside of this book, I hope to take your mind on a visual journey like I do with my artwork. It's like a word painting; where thoughts are colors and the paper becomes my canvas. Some of these thoughts may not be for everyone due to today’s climate regarding religion, politics, and culture. Nonetheless, this is art. And the power of art is to strike a nerve. Whether striking that nerve is for the greater good or not is a matter of opinion that, frankly, I am not concerned with. I did this for me. First, to get over a fear of my growth. Second, to show my family that Jamil is even more than what I knew I could be. Most importantly, I did this for God—to, again, get over my fear. In closing, I hope to take you to a higher place of hope, love, and existence with this book. I hope you love reading it just as much as I’ve enjoyed writing it over the past ten years. And, always, thank you for your love and support in my creative journey.

	 


Forward

	Jamil. This is your first book, and I know everything that you're going through right now. There's a lot of excitement and nervousness for all the right reasons. Oh, I just forgot about this as well. This is a poetry book. I love the fact that this is something you wanted to achieve and thank God for the fact that it's happening. When I wrote my first book, it didn't scratch the surface of what I wanted to accomplish, so don't stop at one book. 

	What are your thoughts as a Black Man? I know my thoughts as one but what are yours? I'm glad we're going to find out what that is. I'm glad you are using your voice to share your thoughts as we need newer voices to shed light on every aspect of being black and being black men in this day and age. It's time for us to be the light carriers. It's time for us to show the world who we truly are. It's time not to only give our thoughts but time to show through actions. We as a people always showed through the written works how we were able to really show the world who we truly are. From great black thinkers, poets, rappers, etc. Let's blaze this new path and show what we can achieve. 
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