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To those who refused to let their identity be measured by wealth,who resist financial power dictating human relationships,and who still dare to think, to question, and to resist the collective illusion in the name of money.

For all of you, this book is not merely pages.It is an invitation to confront the truth.
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​​Dedication


I dedicate this book to those who have lived in the shadow of money without becoming enslaved by it.

To those who have felt the value of time and meaning more deeply than the value of a bank balance.

To those who have asked quietly:

“Do I own money — or does money own me?”

To those who refused to let their identity be measured by wealth,

who resist financial power dictating human relationships,

and who still dare to think, to question, and to resist the collective illusion in the name of money.

For all of you, this book is not merely pages.

It is an invitation to confront the truth.
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​​Introduction

The Great Paradox

They say money is merely a means — colored paper or numbers on a screen.

Just a tool. That is what we prefer to believe, because it comforts us.

But pause for a moment.

Imagine that money is no longer just a means.

Imagine your wealth, your balance, your assets — whatever you own — becoming the standard that defines who you are, who is heard, who is respected, and who is left in the shadows.

When money multiplies, when it expands, it transforms from a cold instrument into a new language —

the language of power,

the language of dominance,

the language that makes the world fall silent before those who can afford to buy it.

A little money is like salt in food: necessary, but it does not change the nature of the table.

A lot of money is like drowning in a shoreless sea. It changes everything — taste, color, smell, even the way you see yourself and others.

Suddenly, you are no longer merely a being seeking meaning.

You are a being judged — or ruling — according to the balance of your bank account.

As you read this book, you will discover that money is not merely a tool for survival or comfort.

It is a comprehensive offensive machine — rewriting human relationships, political authority, and even your perception of meaning.

Happiness.

Love.

Respect.

Dignity.

These are no longer independent concepts.

They are subjected to the number — to the balance — to the very large balance that dominates everything.

You may find yourself asking:

Can you deal with money without being dominated by it?

Can you live in a digital monetary world where everything is purchasable without becoming a commodity yourself?

The answer is not simple.

There is no shortcut.

It begins with understanding the game —

with full awareness of the domination money exercises —

and with the courage to confront it.

This book will not offer easy solutions or comforting slogans.

Instead, it will place you at the center of the game itself.

It will show you the invisible lines of power

and reveal that every decision, every relationship, every emotion

is conditioned by your economic capacity — or its absence.

Think now:

Are you merely a player on the chessboard?

Or will you begin to understand the rules — and then move consciously within them?

Money is nothing...

But a lot of it — that is another matter.



​​Part I: The Psychology of Money




​​Chapter 1: Money and Human Identity
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When a Human Being Is Reduced to a Number
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At the core of every human being lives a restless question:

Who am I?

This question does not always appear in philosophical form.

Sometimes it manifests as anxiety.

Sometimes as silent comparison.

Sometimes as a persistent urge to prove oneself.

But it is always there.

It accompanies us from the moment we become aware of others — because identity does not form in isolation. It forms in a social mirror.

And in the modern world, that mirror often stands behind a banking interface.

Identity is no longer only how we feel about ourselves.

It is what can be externally verified.

The paradox is subtle but decisive:

money, which is supposed to be an external tool, has become one of the most powerful forces shaping the internal structure of the self.

We do not merely own money.

Money participates in constructing our self-image.



Try a simple — but uncomfortable — thought experiment:

Wake up in a world where money has completely disappeared.

No currencies.

No salaries.

No prices.

No bank accounts.

No debts.

No fortunes.

Everything material still exists — but nothing carries monetary value.

Who would you be?

The first thing to collapse would be profession.

Most people define themselves through their work:

“I am a doctor.”

“I am an engineer.”

“I am a manager.”

“I am a business owner.”

But in the contemporary world, a profession is not merely a social function.

It is a source of income.

Its symbolic value is inseparable from its economic value.

In a world without money, the doctor is no longer “high status.”

He is simply a person with medical knowledge.

The halo added by financial return disappears instantly.

And here we uncover something unsettling:

Much of what we call identity

is actually a reflection of our position on the economic ladder.



In psychology, identity is not a fixed entity.

It is an evolving structure shaped through interaction.

Erik Erikson described identity formation as an ongoing negotiation between the self and the world.

But what happens when the world itself is designed to measure human beings economically?

When a child enters school, the first contact with social hierarchy begins.

No one explicitly says that money is the standard.

Yet the signals operate quietly:

Certain clothes grant presence.

Certain brands signify something.

Certain school trips are inaccessible to everyone.

The child does not understand the system yet.

But he feels the difference.

In these small moments, the individual learns that value is not merely internal.

It is externally classified.



As adulthood approaches, the awareness intensifies.

Professional identity fuses with personal identity.

The question “What do you do?” becomes a judgmental gateway.

The answer does not merely provide information.

It maps your status.

Not because people are evil —

but because modern society is structured around division of labor and income.

The real danger lies not in social classification —

but in internalizing it.

When a person begins to evaluate himself according to his income,

money shifts from external tool to internal criterion.

Achievement becomes salary.

Worth becomes profit.

Ambition becomes financial ascent.

Failure becomes loss, bankruptcy, decline.

Human beings seek recognition.

Hegel argued that self-consciousness is formed through recognition by the other.

But in monetary societies, recognition itself is reproduced through material indicators.

Respect often increases proportionally with wealth.

And here begins a silent crisis.

Money does not merely grant privilege.

It creates perpetual comparison.

Social media has intensified this dramatically.

We no longer observe wealth from afar.

It enters our phones daily.

Travel photos.
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