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Surah As-Saffat (37:68–74)

“Then indeed, their return will be to the Hellfire. Indeed, they found their fathers astray. So they hastened [to follow] in their footsteps. And there had already strayed before them most of the former people. And We had already sent among them warners. Then look how was the end of those who were warned – But not the chosen servants of Allah.”

Surah Al-Baqarah (2:170)

“And when it is said to them, ‘Follow what Allah has revealed,’ they say, ‘Rather, we will follow that upon which we found our fathers.’ Even though their fathers understood nothing, nor were they guided”

Surah Az-Zukhruf (43:22–23)

“But they say, ‘Indeed, we found our fathers upon a religion, and we are, in their footsteps, guided.’ And similarly, We did not send before you any warner into a city except that its affluent said, ‘Indeed, we found our fathers upon a religion, and we, in their footsteps, follow.’”

Ezekiel 20:18–19 – God speaks to the children of Israel through Moses:

“I said to their children in the wilderness: Do not walk in the statutes of your fathers, nor keep their judgments, nor defile yourselves with their idols. I am the Lord your God; walk in My statutes, and keep My judgments, and do them.”

And Jesus, peace be upon him, was not less severe in confronting blind tradition, when he said:

“You have nullified the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition.” (Matthew 15)

“The blind leading the blind; and if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a pit.” (Matthew 15:14)

The true tragedy does not lie in the straying of the fathers, but in the children’s willing choice to inherit it, when they close their minds and walk in the shadow of inherited beliefs, unaware that they are merely repeating the errors of the previous generation and reviving its sorrow, only to face the very same fate. The genuine purpose of human existence is the pursuit of truth. Faith is not merely a social inheritance, but a personal journey lived by both mind and soul, through which man discovers the meaning of his existence and his relationship with his Creator.

True faith is born of questioning and deep reflection, not from shallow satisfaction with inherited molds. Man is accountable for his own spiritual journey before he is a follower of any religious or cultural tradition.

From here arise the fundamental questions. This book seeks to answer them by examining the original texts: What did the prophets worship before the coming of Jesus, son of Mary, according to the Bible? Who is Jesus in the eyes of the three religions—Islam, Christianity, and Judaism—and what is his status in each of them? Was Jesus truly crucified according to the Biblical texts? Did he rise from the dead? Did he claim divinity in the Bible? Did he command his followers to worship him? Was he a Christian preaching the doctrine of the Trinity, or a Muslim calling to the worship of the One God? What is the Bible (the Old Testament and the New Testament), and is it truly a revelation from God? And what of the Qur’an— is it indeed the Word of God as Muslims claim? Are there contradictions between the Bible and the Qur’an? What are the laws of war and peace in the Bible, and what is Jihad? What is the status of women in the Bible, and what is their status in the Qur’an? Is Muhammad mentioned in the Torah and the Gospel? Who is Muhammad, what were his character? What were his prophecies and miracles? Who are the true chosen people of God according to the Bible? To whom did God promise the land of Palestine: to the Jews, the descendants of Isaac, or to the Muslims, the descendants of Ishmael? Is Mecca mentioned in the Bible?

“All praise is due to Allah alone, none has the right to be worshipped but He. To Him belongs all the praise in the first (in this world) and the last(in the Hereafter), to Him belong the grace and He is the one who deserves all the credit and thanks... My success is only through Allah in Him I place my trust and to Him I turn.”

––––––––
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Authored by: Mishal Sharif Alanazi

What Did the Prophets Worship Before the Coming of Jesus, Son of Mary?

Before theological ideas were imposed on the message of Jesus, son of Mary, and before concepts of divinity, incarnation, and the Trinity appeared, the original texts reveal the clear message of the prophets: to worship the One God and avoid associating partners with Him. Worship at that time was not tied to church systems or philosophical interpretations, but was a direct relationship with God—based on monotheism, prayer, obedience, and submission to His will:

By returning to the original texts of the Bible, we will examine the worship that the prophets themselves practiced, the message they delivered to their people, and the nature of their relationship with God. This will be shown through their actions, prayers, and words as they appear in the scriptures, not as they were later interpreted.

Genesis 17:1

“I am the Almighty God; walk before Me and be perfect.”

Deuteronomy 6:4

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One.”

Moses

Exodus 20:2–3

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me.”

Exodus 32:11

“And Moses pleaded before the Lord his God.”

David

Psalm 86:10

“For You are great and do marvelous deeds; You alone are God.”

Solomon

1 Kings 8:60

“So that all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God; there is none else.”

1 Kings 8:22–23

“And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands toward heaven. And he said: O Lord God of Israel, there is no God like You in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and mercy with Your servants who walk before You with all their heart.”

Zechariah 14:9

“And the Lord shall be King over all the earth; in that day the Lord shall be One, and His name One.”

Elijah

1 Kings 18:36–37

“Then Elijah the prophet came near and said: O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You are God in Israel, and that I am Your servant, and that I have done all these things at Your word. Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that this people may know that You, O Lord, are God.”

Isaiah 45:5

“I am the Lord, and there is no other; there is no God besides Me. I girded you, though you have not known Me.”

Jeremiah 10:10

“But the Lord is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting King.”

Joel 2:27

“And you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord your God, and there is none else.”

Jesus son of Mary according to Judaism

Shabbat 104b – Babylonian Talmud

“It was taught Ben Stada brought magic from Egypt by means of scratches [in the skin]. They said: Was he not the son of Pandira? Rab Hisda said: The husband was Stada, the paramour was Pandira. [But] the mother was called Miriam the hairdresser, and as they say in Pumbeditha, Stada means an unfaithful wife.”

Ben Stada is a figure that researchers in Jewish studies often connect with Jesus of Nazareth, son of Mary. Rab Hisda, a Talmudic rabbi, is attributed with this statement in the Talmud. The passage suggests the claim that Jesus’ mother, Mary (“Miriam the hairdresser”), had an illegitimate relationship with a Roman soldier named Pandira (or Pandera). “Stada” in Aramaic, or in a local dialect, is said to mean “an unfaithful wife” or “an adulteress.”

Scholars who discussed this text include:

• Gershom Scholem – A scholar of Jewish mysticism and Kabbalah, noted that Talmudic texts often use code names for historical figures such as Jesus (e.g., Ben Stada) to avoid mentioning them directly.

• Joseph Klausner – A Jewish scholar of the early 20th century. In his book Jesus of Nazareth, he discussed the link between “Ben Stada” and Jesus, considering that certain Talmudic passages refer to Jesus under disguised names.

• Peter Schäfer – Professor of Jewish Studies. In his book Jesus in the Talmud, he analyzed these references, noting that the Talmud contains veiled criticisms of Christ and figures connected with him such as Ben Stada.

• Hyam Maccoby – A modern Jewish historian who studied Talmudic texts and argued that Ben Stada is a mocking designation for Jesus, reflecting the religious conflict between Judaism and Christianity.

• Louis Feldman – A Jewish scholar who discussed, in his writings, the differences between Jewish tradition and early Christianity, highlighting how Jesus is referenced indirectly in the Talmud.

––––––––
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Sanhedrin 107b / Sotah 47a – Babylonian Talmud

What of Yeshu? He was a disciple of Joshua ben Perachiah. “When his teacher said something about the beauty of an innkeeper, Yeshu misunderstood and thought he was praising the woman’s beauty. Yeshu then said to him, ‘Master, she is not so beautiful.’ The Rabbi became angry and excommunicated him. Yeshu then set up a brick and began to worship it.”

This passage portrays Jesus as a failed disciple who misunderstood his teacher’s intentions, leading to his expulsion from the religious community. After being cast out, Yeshu is accused of falling into idolatry—represented here by worshiping a small idol or even a brick.

Tosefta Hullin 2:22–23 – Tosefta (an early rabbinic text associated with the Talmud)

“Yeshu performed magic and led Israel astray.”

Here, Yeshu is linked with sorcery and deception. The Tosefta condemns the use of magic and implies that the miracles attributed to him in some traditions were in fact sorcery. It depicts Yeshu as a misleading teacher who led the people of Israel away from the right path. This portrayal is repeated in other Talmudic texts, where the wonders he performed are dismissed as witchcraft and heresy.

Berakhot 17b – Babylonian Talmud

“May it be Your will ... that we may have neither a son nor a disciple who disgraces himself in public, like Ben Stada in Lod.”

Here, Jesus (Ben Stada) is invoked as a negative example—a figure of shame to be avoided in one’s offspring or students.

Avodah Zarah 16b–17a – Babylonian Talmud

“It happened with Rabbi Eliezer... they brought him to judgment for heresy, and he was charged with heresy because he engaged with a heretic. And the heretic... said to him: ‘Such was the tradition taught to me by Yeshu ben Pandira.’”

This text shows how Jesus (Yeshu ben Pandira) is portrayed as the origin of heretical teachings. Even indirect association with his followers was considered grounds for a charge of heresy.

Sanhedrin 43a – Babylonian Talmud

“Our Rabbis taught: Yeshu had five disciples... When Yeshu was brought to trial, he was found guilty of practicing sorcery and leading Israel astray.”

This passage directly accuses Jesus of sorcery and misleading the people of Israel, echoing the charge of false miracles.

Sanhedrin 43a – Babylonian Talmud

“On the eve of Passover, Yeshu was hanged. For forty days before the execution took place, a herald went out and cried: ‘He is going to be stoned because he practiced sorcery and enticed Israel to apostasy. Anyone who can say anything in his favor, let him come forward and plead on his behalf.’ But since nothing was brought forward in his favor, he was hanged on the eve of Passover.”

This text describes the execution of Jesus on the eve of Passover, portraying it as a punishment for sorcery and leading Israel into apostasy.

Gittin 56b, 57a – Babylonian Talmud

“He Yeshu is in hell, being boiled in hot excrement because he mocked the words of the wise men.”

This extreme passage reflects the hostility of rabbinic literature toward Jesus, presenting his punishment in the afterlife as particularly degrading.

Jesus, son of Mary, according to Christianity

Jesus son of Mary in Christianity according to the New Testament (the Gospels):

When studying the genealogies of Jesus in the New Testament, we encounter a contradictory complexity, as the texts suggest that Jesus had more than one father. This apparent paradox arises from the differences between the genealogical records in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, which indicate that Jesus, son of Mary, had “three different fathers.”

The genealogies of Jesus in the New Testament

God (by the power of the Most High):

In Christian doctrine, God is considered the father of Jesus through the miraculous conception. As stated in Luke 1:35:

“The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.’”

Son of Joseph, son of Heli:

Luke 3:23

“Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. He was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph, the son of Heli.”

Son of Joseph, son of Jacob:

Matthew 1:16

“Jacob begot Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.”

How did Mary conceive according to the Bible?

Luke 1:26–35

26. In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee,

27. to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.

28. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”

29. Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.

30. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.

31. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.

32. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David,

33. and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”

34. “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

35. The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.”

Matthew 1:18–20 – The attempt to cover up Mary’s pregnancy by ascribing the child to Joseph 

“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.’”

The phrase (Because Joseph her husband was righteous and did not want to expose her to public disgrace) carries an implicit suggestion that Mary was placed under suspicion, serving to cover up the scandal rather than addressing it. If the pregnancy was truly a divine miracle, why the need for a social cover to protect Mary’s reputation?

Also, The Gospel writers wanted to connect Jesus to David, making Joseph merely a tool to insert Jesus into David’s genealogy, even though he was not his biological father. If Jesus were truly the Son of God, why was it necessary to persuade Joseph and involve him in the story? In practice, this became a “formal adoption” that has no real value in proving genealogy. According to the Torah, a person cannot be attributed to another man’s genealogy; the son is attributed only to his biological father:

Leviticus 24:10: even when the mother was Jewish and the father was Egyptian, the son was attributed to the father (the Egyptian), not the mother.

Numbers 1:18: “They registered by their clans and families, every male by name, one by one, according to their ancestry and their father’s households.”

Ezra 2:59–62 and Nehemiah 7:61–63: those who could not prove their father’s house were excluded from the people and the priesthood.

Son of God or the awaited Messiah?

The passage (Luke 1:31–35) clearly reveals an internal contradiction:

On the one hand, Luke states that the angel promised Mary that Jesus would be given “the throne of his father David” and would reign over the house of Jacob—this matches the Jewish expectation of the Messiah, who according to the prophecies should come from the line of David to restore his kingdom and save Israel.

On the other hand, Luke adds that the angel said, “The holy one to be born will be called the Son of God,” making the Holy Spirit the cause of his birth. Here, the narrative shifts from the human (the awaited Messiah from David’s genealogy) to the theological (the incarnate Son of God).

This does not align with Jewish belief, since the Messiah they awaited according to the Torah was a human leader from David’s lineage, not a divine being who came to be crucified.

Luke appears to have tried to satisfy both sides:

The Jews who awaited a Messiah from David’s lineage.

The Christians who later adopted the idea of the divinity of Christ.

But in trying to combine the two, Luke created a double contradiction: a Creator attributed to the lineage of a created being, and a divine “Son of God” who is also the “son of David.” This presents an inescapable dilemma: either Jesus is the awaited Messiah from the line of David (and therefore a human with no connection to divinity), or he is the Son of God (and therefore not the Messiah the Jews expected).

––––––––
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The birth of Jesus according to the Bible

Luke 2:6–7

“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.”

Matthew 1:23

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel.”

Although the announced name was “Immanuel,” the child was actually called “Jesus” and was never called Immanuel during his life. Luke’s attempt to apply the name Immanuel to the child was a naive effort to connect him with the prophecy in Isaiah 7:14:

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”

But this prophecy was originally tied to a historical-political context: the kingdom of Judah was threatened by invasion, and King Ahaz was fearful. God sent Isaiah to assure him that He was with them and would give them a sign of protection through the birth of a child in that time.

Isaiah 7:14–17 continues: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The [young woman] will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel... before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste.”

The following chapter, Isaiah 8, reveals its fulfillment: “Then I made love to the prophetess, and she conceived and gave birth to a son. And the Lord said to me, ‘Name him Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz.’”

Thus the prophecy was fulfilled in that historical period and had nothing to do with Jesus.

In some later translations, the word “young woman” was changed to “virgin” in an attempt to tie the prophecy directly to the birth of Jesus, to convince Jews that it was a direct announcement of him, ignoring the original historical context.

––––––––
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“On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he was conceived.”

A painting by Simon Dewey of the birth of the divine child Christ, inspired by the accounts of the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.

Jesus, son of Mary, in Islam

Allah the Exalted says in Surah An-Nisa (4:156):

" And [We cursed them] for their disbelief and their saying against Mary a great slander"

This is a divine affirmation of Mary’s innocence, contrary to the claims of the Jews, and unlike the Christian accounts in Matthew and Luke which attempt to link Jesus lineage to Joseph son of Jacob, to Joseph son of Heli, and even to God.

Surah Aal Imran (3:59–60):

"Indeed, the example of Jesus to Allah is like that of Adam. He created him from dust; then He said to him, "Be" and he was. The truth is from your Lord, so do not be among the doubters."

Just as Adam was created without parents by a miraculous act, so was Jesus created without a father, by the word of God.

Her belonging to the chosen family of Imran

The Qur’an highlights Mary’s piety and her exalted rank, affirming that she was chosen from a blessed lineage:

"Indeed, Allah chose Adam and Noah and the family of Abraham and the family of Imran over the worlds." (Aal Imran 3:33)

The birth and life of Mary

Unlike the Gospels, which provide only limited information about Mary before her pregnancy with Jesus, the Qur’an offers a more detailed narrative, beginning even before her birth and continuing up to the moment of the annunciation:

[Mention, O Muhammad], when the wife of Imran said, My Lord, indeed I have pledged to You what is in my womb, consecrated [for Your service], so accept this from me. Indeed, You are the Hearing, the Knowing.But when she delivered her, she said, "My Lord, I have delivered a female." And Allah was most knowing of what she delivered, "And the male is not like the female. And I have named her Mary, and I seek refuge for her in You and [for] her descendants from Satan, the expelled [from the mercy of Allah]. (Aal Imran 3:35–36)

Her Upbringing under Divine Care

" So her Lord accepted her with good acceptance and caused her to grow in a good manner and put her in the care of Zechariah. Every time Zechariah entered upon her in the prayer chamber, he found with her provision. He said, "O Mary, from where is this [coming] to you?" She said, "It is from Allah. Indeed, Allah provides for whom He wills without account."

(Aal Imran 3:37)

The Divine Announcement of Jesus’ Birth to Mary

"O Mary, be devoutly obedient to your Lord and prostrate and bow with those who bow [in prayer]. That is from the news of the unseen which We reveal to you, [O Muhammad]. You were not with them when they cast their pens as to which of them should be responsible for Mary, nor were you with them when they disputed. [And mention] when the angels said, ‘O Mary, indeed Allah gives you good tidings of a word from Him, whose name will be the Messiah, Jesus, the son of Mary—distinguished in this world and the Hereafter and among those brought near [to Allah]. He will speak to the people in the cradle and in maturity and will be of the righteous. She said, ‘My Lord, how will I have a child when no man has touched me?’ [The angel] said, Such is Allah; He creates what He wills. When He decrees a matter, He only says to it, “Be,” and it is. And He will teach him writing and wisdom and the Torah and the Gospel, and [make him] a messenger to the Children of Israel [who will say], “Indeed I have come to you with a sign from your Lord. I will create for you out of clay the form of a bird, then I will breathe into it and it will become a bird by permission of Allah. And I cure the blind and the leper, and I give life to the dead—by permission of Allah. And I inform you of what you eat and what you store in your houses. Surely in that is a sign for you, if you are believers. And [I have come] confirming what was before me of the Torah and to make lawful for you some of what was forbidden to you. And I have come to you with a sign from your Lord, so fear Allah and obey me. Indeed, Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him. This is the straight path.” (Aal Imran 3:43–51)

––––––––
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The Miraculous Conception of Jesus

" And [mention] the one who guarded her chastity, so We blew into her [garment] through Our angel [Gabriel], and We made her and her son a sign for the worlds." (Al-Anbiya 21:91)

" And [the example of] Mary, the daughter of 'Imran, who guarded her chastity, so We blew into [her garment] through Our angel, and she believed in the words of her Lord and His scriptures and was of the devoutly obedient." (At-Tahrim 66:12)

The Birth of Jesus and the Accusation against Mary

"And mention in the Book [the story of] Mary, when she withdrew from her family to a place toward the east. And she took, in seclusion from them, a screen. Then We sent to her Our Angle, and he represented himself to her as a well-proportioned man. She said, ‘Indeed, I seek refuge in the Most Merciful from you, [so leave me], if you should be fearing of Allah.’ He said, ‘I am only the messenger of your Lord to give you [news of] a pure boy. She said, How can I have a boy while no man has touched me and I have not been unchaste? He said, ‘Thus [it will be]; your Lord says, “It is easy for Me, and We will make him a sign to the people and a mercy from Us. And it is a matter [already] decreed.”’ So she conceived him, and she withdrew with him to a remote place. And the pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a palm tree. She said, ‘Oh, I wish I had died before this and was in oblivion, forgotten.’ But he called her from below her, ‘Do not grieve; your Lord has provided beneath you a stream. And shake toward you the trunk of the palm tree; it will drop upon you ripe, fresh dates. So eat and drink and be contented. And if you see from among humanity anyone, say, “Indeed I have vowed to the Most Merciful abstention, so I will not speak today to [any] man.” (Maryam 19:16–26)

Jesus Defends His Mother against the Accusations of Her People and Declares His Mission to the Children of Israel

"Then she brought him to her people, carrying him. They said, ‘O Mary, you have certainly done a thing unprecedented. O sister of Aaron, your father was not a man of evil, nor was your mother unchaste.’ So she pointed to him. They said, ‘How can we speak to one who is in the cradle a child?’ [Jesus] said, ‘Indeed, I am the servant of Allah. He has given me the Scripture and made me a prophet. And He has made me blessed wherever I am and has enjoined upon me prayer and zakah as long as I remain alive. And [He has made me] dutiful to my mother, and He has not made me a wretched tyrant. And peace is on me the day I was born and the day I will die and the day I am raised alive.’ That is Jesus, the son of Mary—the word of truth about which they are in dispute. It is not for Allah to take a son; exalted is He! When He decrees an affair, He only says to it, ‘Be,’ and it is. [Jesus said], ‘And indeed, Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him. This is a straight path.’ But the factions differed among themselves, so woe to those who disbelieved from the scene of a tremendous Day.” (Maryam 19:27–37)

The State of Jewish Religion before the Coming of Jesus, Son of Mary

From Prophets to Rabbis: The End of Revelation and the Rise of the Talmud:

In 586 BCE, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, conquered the kingdom of Judah, destroyed Jerusalem, and carried the Jews into Babylonian exile—an event later known as the Babylonian Captivity.

This exile lasted until 538 BCE, when Cyrus of Persia Kourosh conquered Babylon and allowed the Jews to return to Palestine. This period created a profound religious and social shock, as the people lost the features of their traditional prophetic leadership.

The Transformation of Jewish Belief after the Exile:

The rabbis declared that the era of prophets had ended, and that God would no longer send messengers. Out of this came what they called the “Oral Torah”, which the rabbis claimed to have received from Moses, even though it was not written in the Torah itself.

This Oral Torah was later compiled into what became known as the Talmud—a vast religious text that attributes to God words marked by emotion, regret, and even ignorance over His punishment of the Jews through exile, while granting the rabbis absolute authority, placing their rulings above the will of God.

The Building of the Second Temple and the Rise of Powerful Religious Sects

After their return, the Jews began building what became known as the “Second Temple.” During this period, influential sects arose, most notably the Pharisees, who were inclined toward strictness and adherence to the Oral Torah and rabbinic interpretations. This Pharisaic authority came to dominate Jewish society, and it was precisely this authority that stood at the core of the opposition to Jesus, son of Mary (peace be upon him), when he later called to pure monotheism and exposed their distortions of God’s religion.

To understand the roots of this hostility toward Jesus, one must study the Jewish creed of that time. For this reason, we will examine several texts that were, and still are to this day, foundational to Jewish belief:

The Authority of the Rabbis above the Will of God:

From the destruction of the Temple onward, there was no longer any revelation from heaven. Everything was placed in the hands of the rabbis, and every ruling of the Law was to be issued by them.

(Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 11a)

“God is in heaven, but the rabbis on earth have the final word.”

(Erubin 21b)

“When the rabbis sit to study the Law, God Himself stands among them as a partner.”

(Erubin 21b)

“Disobeying the word of the Lord is less serious than disobeying the word of a rabbi.”

(Hagigah 15b)

Rabbinic Authority above the Prophets:

“If all the prophets were to gather together to change a single ruling of the rabbis, they would not be listened to, for the ruling of the rabbis is above that of the prophets.”

(Hagigah 3b)

The Talmud in (Berakhot 19a) states:

“Even if a rabbi errs or corrupts the Law, obedience to him is still required, for disobeying the rabbi means disobeying God.”

The Famous Story of the Oven of Achnai:

Also in (Bava Metzia 59b, Soncino Edition) we find the famous story of the dispute among the rabbis over the “Oven of Achnai.” It is related that God Himself intervened to support the opinion of one rabbi, but the others rejected even the divine voice, declaring:

“The Torah is not in heaven.”

They went on to assert:

“The Law is now in the hands of the rabbis to interpret as they see fit, and God cannot interfere in their rulings.”

When the case was finally referred to another rabbi, he ruled against God’s own position. According to the story, God admitted defeat and said:

“My children have defeated Me, My children have defeated Me.”

The Mission of Jesus, Son of Mary

The rabbinic class including the Pharisees, formed the dominant religious authority in Jewish society. They issued rulings, controlled the people in the name of the “Law,” and as they persisted in their corruption, altering and distorting the faith, misleading society away from the path of truth, seeking exclusive domination over the Jewish community, and consuming people’s wealth unjustly, even placing themselves above God—Therefore God continued to send them prophets continuously, among whom was Jesus, son of Mary.

In the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 23, Jesus addressed the crowds and his disciples, calling them to monotheism and to direct their supplications only to God Almighty:

“And do not call anyone on earth father for you have one Father, and He is in heaven.” (Matthew 23:9)

His Confrontation with the Pharisees

Jesus, son of Mary, warned the people against the Pharisee rabbis, attacking them, exposing their lies, their idolatry, and their attempts to equate themselves with God. He described them in the harshest of words. As recorded in the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 23, he addressed them, saying:

“You killers of the prophets, you vile and hypocritical ones!”

He described them as liars, immoral, and corrupt, and he went on to say in the same chapter:

“You snakes, you evil and adulterous generation, you brood of vipers! How will you escape the punishment of hell?” (Matthew 23:33)

The Qur’an affirms this condemnation. Allah says:

“Cursed were those who disbelieved from among the Children of Israel by the tongue of David and of Jesus, son of Mary. That was because they disobeyed and were [habitually] transgressing. They used not to prevent one another from wrongdoing that they did. How wretched was that which they were doing.” (Al-Ma’idah 5:78–79)

Jesus also confronted them directly in the Gospel of John:

“You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires.” (John 8:44)

They objected: “Abraham is our father!”

But Jesus replied:

“If you were Abraham’s children, then you would do what Abraham did. But you are seeking to kill me, I am a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God.” (John 8:39–40)

The Hostility toward the Mission of Jesus, Son of Mary

The rabbis (Pharisees) began to oppose Jesus, son of Mary, seeking to distort his image by any means in order to get rid of him. As we have already noted previously, in the Babylonian Talmud denies his miracles and accuses him of performing magic and committing heresy. Their hostility was driven by fear of losing their religious and social control.

Jesuse message was a revolution against them: he called the people back to God alone, stripping the priests and Pharisees of their illegitimate authority, and turning religion into a heartfelt relationship with God rather than empty rituals. Many among the Children of Israel rejected the Pharisees and began following Jesus. If Christ’s mission succeeded, the Pharisees’ prestige would collapse and their entire social and economic system—built on deception and religious exploitation—would collapsed.
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