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Arguably, it all comes down to our imagination.

When a spider weaves its webs, when a wolf howls, and when a rainbow displays its spectrum, the spider, the wolf, and the rainbow aren’t looking to teach us humans anything. Why should they care? 

And yet over time, our collective imagination working through the memories of our diverse cultures, have created sense from these observations. We have fabricated and passed on stories connected to all these phenomena, and through those stories and observations, we have uncovered wisdom- wisdom that we would never have known if not for the spider, wolf, and rainbow that led us there.

In our persistence to find meaning, and because we are by nature storytelling beings, we have created powerful metaphorical stories that are warehouses of knowledge and possibility.

It is our imagination at work. Our stories, which we get to interpret and reinterpret to draw infinite inherited wisdom from.

Yet that is a whole lot of wisdom bursting from these vast mythologies. We wish to apply this wisdom towards bettering our lives, and the lives of those around us, yet there is too much to consume and apply all at once. It is overwhelming. We need some kind of limiting structure to hold it all together and make it all manageable. 

Thank god for stories. Through metaphor, stories give us an enjoyable framework that allows for instant recall of the wisdom therein.

In this series, each book will explore a singular concept that is reflected in various global mythologies. You will learn about the stories and the crossworld thematics that have come from them. Then you will learn strategies to apply these points of imaginative wisdom to become better, to become heroic. The further you go, I promise, the more phenomenal you will become.

My name is Satish Pothery Jayaraj. I also go by S.P. Jayaraj. I am a fantasy writer and world builder, and the founder of Imagination Life Coaching, where I coach people how to aim their imagination towards living their dream life. I am also a voracious consumer and believer of global mythology, and I believe in the magnanimous power of our imagination. The more we can grow our imagination and direct it towards living the life that our souls want us to live, the better the universe will be. 

Each book in this series is a path towards betterment that utilizes our connection to the wider world to make each path accessible, memorable, and dare I say it- 

even fun.

Welcome to your infinite self.
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Introduction
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The humble and often thought insignificant spider.  

It seems an odd choice to begin this series with the spider. Surely there are many more impactful animals or mythic characters or concepts I could have started with. It’s not like the spider is even one of my favorites- although writing this book has certainly leveled up my respect for this most ancient of arachnids.

I have several hopes for this series. I wish to encourage us to expand our imagination and use it more productively. I desire for us to become more tenacious, to become more adaptable, and to expand our capability. With all that in mind, the spider is the perfect real and mythic specimen to begin this series.

You’ll see through the stories that the humble, tiny, and ancient spider is often tied to creation itself, to beginnings. As you begin this adventure of recreating yourself, of weaving your own destiny from all that is available to you, you will see that identifying and utilizing Spider Imagination will lead you towards owning a whole new perspective. You will grasp a set of tools that you can use however you wish to ascend towards greatness. The two key themes of the following spider stories that I hope you acknowledge above all, are compassion and protection. For as you use these new found tools to better yourself, you will better yourself even more through bettering the world around you.

––––––––
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Indra’s Web
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We cannot do justice to spiders without also discussing the metaphor of their webs, and there is one conceptual web from mythology that we must begin with. Indra is the title given to the king of the gods who rules the heavens in Hindu mythology. Indra’s Web is a concept within Hinduism and Buddhism.
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Imagine for yourself an infinite spider web that connects everything. People, memories, ideas, animals, concepts, stones, colors-everything is connected to other things via these webs. Each thing or node on this web is represented by a jewel. Perhaps it is a spherical pearl, or a shiny diamond. Each jewel reflects the jewels they are connected to on the web.
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