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Chapter One: The Moon Stall
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The moon stall opened quietly, just after sunset.
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IT WAS A CROOKED LITTLE cart tucked beneath an old neem tree at the edge of the bazaar. Its canopy was made from faded velvet, stitched with care, and tiny glass beads hung from the corners like sleepy stars. There was no sign, no prices. Just moons. Dozens of them. Some dangled from hooks, some rested in velvet-lined trays, and others glowed softly inside wooden crates. Each moon was different. Some were smooth and pale. Others had tiny craters, gentle ridges, or specks of copper dust. There were moons that shimmered like silver, moons with icy lines, and even one that looked like it had been shaped from volcanic stone.

The boy who made them never spoke.

He was small and quiet, with hair as dark as midnight and eyes that held the hush of deep space. But his hands—his hands were full of wonder. They moved like music, shaping clay, carving tiny paths, painting shadows with a brush no thicker than a few strands of hair. He carried a satchel filled with moon maps and bits of stone, and he worked by the soft glow of a lantern. His silence spoke more than words ever could.
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