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THE BREAKUP
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“What’re you trying to say? You want to break up?!” Jeff yelled. “Go ahead then. Walk out of here right this second. I would love to see how you even live without me.”

“I can,” Baz replied as calmly as possible. To be honest, he wasn’t sure at all. He didn’t know how he would live without Jeff - someone who had been a huge part of his life from his childhood. Over the years, the two of them had developed quite a co-dependent relationship. They didn’t have much else in their lives - just each other. And for a while, that had been enough for Baz.

As the days passed by, he couldn’t help but have doubts. Was their relationship toxic? He didn’t really know the answer to that question, until it started becoming a bit too obvious.

And now, Baz was even more convinced that he needed to leave. The fact that Jeff immediately started yelling and shouting, instead of asking for a reason for the proposed break up - or god forbid, ask if he did something wrong - everything in this moment was proving to Baz that perhaps this was the correct choice after all.

“So you’re not even going to ask why?” Baz continued. “You won’t see my face again, and you don’t even care, do you? I was the fool for caring.”

“Fool?” Jeff left out a laugh. “You’re not the fool, babe. I was, for loving someone who can’t even take our fucking relationship seriously. It’s that easy for you to break it off? What - do you already have another man? You better not, fucker. Because I’m going to kill the both of you if I ever see your face again.”

The words hurt. When Baz brought up the breakup, he had expected resistance, not to get accused of cheating. Not when he had given his whole heart to the man in front of him. And what did it all amount to? This way of throwing out accusations? 

“There is no man, there never was,” Baz said, his voice shaking. “How could you even say that after all we’ve been through?”

Jeff replied, his tone laced with anger. “Well, I could ask you the same question. How could you, after all we’ve been through, ask to break up this easily. Tell me, what am I supposed to believe, Baz, other than the fact that you have someone else?”

“Disgusting,” Baz replied. “I never had another man, it was always you. But now it won’t be anymore. I don’t want to see you ever again.” And with that, he walked out, leaving a yelling and screaming Jeff behind.

That was a week ago. Currently, Baz was sitting in his room, going through all the memories he had with Jeff. Not all of them had been sour. There had been moments - in fact, multiple moments where they had enjoyed each other’s company. Where Baz had believed that he really had made the perfect choice in a partner. That had more or less been their honeymoon phase. Jeff would shower Baz with flowers, love and affection, Baz’s favorite meals, and extravagant gifts. He had been fooled by those sweet days.

Jeff was hot tempered. There was no doubt that he loved Baz, but Jeff’s pride and his own opinions always came before everything else. It’s not like he ever hit him. If he had raised his hands, Baz wouldn’t have thought twice before leaving him. But Jeff was like the storm - calm one moment and raging the very next. If anything ever displeased him, Baz would have to sit and watch their room slowly turn from a neat, arranged haven to a wreck. Glasses shattered on the floor, furniture smashed, water spread all around the room, and an uncontrollable man.

Eventually, Baz had made himself to believe that because Jeff never physically harmed him, it was okay to stay together. He would just have to bear it out - because he loved Jeff and he knew that Jeff loved him too. Who wouldn’t want to stay with a man who genuinely loved him, even if he turned into the devil incarnate in certain moments?

But slowly, Baz could feel his own mental health decline. No matter how much he tried, he couldn’t handle the storm every single day. He found himself yearning to exit the room whenever Jeff was having one of his episodes, but Jeff would only turn enraged everytime he tried to leave. It was a constant slew of “so you also want to abandon me”, “what, have you grown tired of me now?” and the one that hurt the most - when Jeff would ask, “Is this the extent of your love? You stay with me when I’m doing fine, and when I’m struggling, you leave?”

Baz wanted to yell back at him, “You’re not struggling, babe. You’re making everyone around you struggle.” But he would feel himself choke up every time he wanted to say that. Part of it was because he loved Jeff and he did not want to use harsh words with him. But a bigger part of him was scared of Jeff - what if one day, instead of being angry at the objects around them, Jeff turned his anger to him? What if one day the illusion behind their love fell apart?

That day, Baz would no longer be able to stand tall and say that he wholeheartedly believed in their love.

Baz wouldn’t deny - he was truly a coward. And that is why it had taken him so long to finally break off from the man he had known since his childhood. But when he finally did, all he was left with was loneliness, emptiness and a void within his heart that he desperately tried to get rid of by resorting to drinking. 
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