
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


The 4 Times

The New Testament 

Almost Died 

of Self-Inflicted Wounds

Now a Radical New Revelation

May Resuscitate It Forever
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The Bible remains, century after century, the most printed, sold, and read book in all of human history. It has shaped civilizations, inspired revolutions, and become the spiritual cornerstone for billions. But even such a towering text has not stood untouched or unchallenged. The obvious question remains: is it accurate? Is it reliable? Can modern people really ground their lives in its words?

Remarkably, there have been multiple moments across the past two millennia when the foundation of Christianity—the New Testament—was nearly torn apart, rewritten, or forgotten. These were not mere historical blips, but massive inflection points that shook the core of the Christian story and redefined what believers thought they knew.

Here are four epochal moments when the New Testament barely held together—and one current moment that could change it all again.

[image: A person with long hair and beard

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Chapter 1

The Wild Origins 

of the New Testament Texts

––––––––

[image: ]


THE GREATEST MOMENT of instability for the New Testament may have been its very creation. In the earliest centuries, Christian texts were written, edited, and circulated in a religious world still struggling to define itself. Far from being a unified, divine script, the New Testament emerged from a sea of oral traditions, contested teachings, and pseudonymous writings.

Contrary to popular belief, most New Testament authors were not eyewitnesses to the life of Jesus. Scholars such as the late Bishop John Shelby Spong concluded that only 7 of the 13 letters attributed to Paul were genuinely his. The "General Epistles," associated with names like Peter, James, and John, were almost certainly written decades after their supposed authors had died, likely by unknown writers seeking to anchor their teachings in apostolic authority.

The Gospels, too, reflect a literary process more than a historical one. The Gospel of John, for example, is composed in sophisticated Greek, steeped in theological metaphor. It is highly unlikely that an illiterate Galilean fisherman authored it. This does not make the texts fraudulent, as Spong pointed out. Rather, the authors were interpreters, translating the message of Jesus for their communities. But legitimacy often came through a kind of sacred deception: claiming apostolic origin to validate newer ideas.

None of the New Testament authors—not even Paul—was an eyewitness to the historical Jesus. Paul himself encountered Jesus in a vision, not in life. If Christianity hinges on the literal truth of the New Testament, its foundation may be more interpretive than factual.
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