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Pocatello, Idaho, is not the kind of place where nightmares are supposed to come true. Nestled in the heart of the American West, it’s a city defined by its quiet neighborhoods, the sweeping vistas of the Rocky Mountains, and the steady, unassuming rhythm of daily life. In the autumn of 2006, the air was crisp, high school football was in full swing, and the community felt safe, insulated from the kind of horror that seemed to exist only on a movie screen.

But beneath this placid surface, a darkness was festering. It was a darkness nurtured in the bedrooms of two teenage boys, fed by a diet of violent films and a desperate, nihilistic craving for infamy. They didn't just want to watch the horror; they wanted to become it. They saw a blueprint for their ambition in the slick, self-aware horror of the 1996 blockbuster Scream, a film that both satirized and celebrated the slasher genre. They saw the iconic Ghostface mask not as a costume, but as a mantle to be claimed.

In September of that year, this cinematic fantasy would violently bleed into reality. Two sixteen-year-olds, Brian Draper and Torey Adamcik, would meticulously enact their own horror movie script, casting their friend and classmate, Cassie Jo Stoddart, in the role of the victim. The events that unfolded would not only shatter a family and terrorize a community but would also serve as a chilling testament to the potent and dangerous intersection of adolescent alienation, unchecked obsession, and the modern hunger for notoriety at any cost. This is the story of how a movie night became a murder plot, and how the echoes of a fictional scream became terrifyingly real.

Chapter 1: The Cast of Characters

Every story, even one of true horror, begins with its characters. On the surface, they were typical teenagers navigating the halls of Pocatello High School, each with their own circle of friends, interests, and family dynamics. But a closer look reveals the fault lines that would eventually rupture with such devastating consequences.

Cassie Jo Stoddart: By all accounts, Cassie was a bright and vibrant 16-year-old. With a warm smile and a reputation for kindness, she was a beloved daughter, granddaughter, and friend. She was a responsible and trustworthy student who excelled in her studies. Like many teens, she enjoyed spending time with friends and her boyfriend, Matt Beckham. Her future seemed promising, filled with the ordinary hopes and dreams of a young woman on the cusp of adulthood. In the fall of 2006, she was house-sitting for her aunt and uncle, Allison and Frank Contreras, a testament to the trust they placed in her. She was unaware that her reliability and kindness would make her a target, her presence in an isolated house fitting perfectly into a pre-written script of terror.

Brian Draper: Outwardly, Brian Draper was a seemingly ordinary teenager. He was known to have a strong interest in filmmaking and often carried a camera, documenting his life and the lives of his friends. This hobby, however, concealed a darker preoccupation. Draper was the more talkative and seemingly more charismatic of the duo. He harbored a deep-seated desire to be noticed, to achieve a form of legacy. But his ambition was not to create art, but to orchestrate chaos. He was the instigator, the one who first verbalized the horrific idea of committing a murder to achieve fame. His fascination was not with the heroes of the stories he consumed, but with the villains—the ones who held the power, who induced the fear, and who were, in their own twisted way, unforgettable.

Torey Adamcik: Torey Adamcik was quieter and more introverted than Draper, often seen as the follower. But to label him a mere subordinate would be to underestimate the depth of his own dark impulses. He shared Draper’s obsessions with a quiet intensity. He was drawn to the same violent media and the same nihilistic ideologies. While Draper may have been the voice of their plot, Adamcik was its willing and crucial co-author. He provided the validation, the encouragement, and the second set of hands that would be necessary to turn their ghastly fantasy into a brutal reality. His compliance was not passive; it was an active and essential component of the conspiracy.

The Unholy Friendship: The bond between Brian Draper and Torey Adamcik was forged in a crucible of shared darkness. While other friendships were built on sports, music, or shared classes, theirs was cemented by a mutual fascination with horror movies and real-life atrocities. They didn't just watch films like Scream; they studied them. They idolized the Columbine shooters, Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, seeing them not as domestic terrorists who committed a national tragedy, but as anti-hero legends who had achieved a form of immortality. In their conversations and private journals, they fantasized about their own "legacy," one that would be written in blood. This shared worldview created a dangerous feedback loop, where each boy's disturbing thoughts were amplified and normalized by the other, spiraling into a concrete and actionable plan.

Chapter 2: The Blueprint for Horror

A crime as calculated as the murder of Cassie Jo Stoddart does not happen spontaneously. It was the result of weeks, if not months, of planning, discussion, and morbid preparation. Draper and Adamcik were not just killers; they were aspiring directors of their own real-life horror film, and they were meticulous in their pre-production.

The Scream Obsession: The 1996 film Scream was more than just entertainment for Draper and Adamcik; it was an instruction manual. The film’s plot revolves around two teenage killers who, obsessed with horror movies, stalk and murder their classmates. They taunt their victims with phone calls, wear a generic "Ghostface" costume to conceal their identities, and relish the "game" of their murderous spree.

Draper and Adamcik adopted this blueprint with chilling fidelity. Their plan involved:


	
Targeting a friend: Just as the killers in Scream targeted their own social circle, Draper and Adamcik chose their classmate, Cassie.

	
Using a familiar setting: The murder would take place in a house, a common horror trope that turns a place of safety into a trap.

	
Creating terror before the attack: Their plan to cut the power was a direct echo of countless horror movie scenes designed to disorient and frighten the victim.

	
Adopting the Ghostface persona: They acquired dark clothing and masks, not just to hide their faces, but to embody the movie monster they so admired.



The ‘Death List’ and The Video Diaries: The most damning evidence of their premeditation came from their own hands. Obsessed with documenting their journey to infamy, they created a series of homemade videos. These recordings, made with Draper’s ever-present camera, serve as a horrifying window into their mindset.

In one video, filmed just before they set out on the night of the murder, they composed a "death list." While Cassie was their primary target, she was not the only one. They calmly discussed killing others, their tone shifting between nervous excitement and chillingly casual deliberation.

The most infamous tape was recorded in a car just moments before they drove to Cassie's location. The transcript is a stark and undeniable confession of intent.

Draper: "We're here in his car. The time is 9:50, September 22nd, 2006. Um... Unfortunately we have the grueling task of killing our two friends and they are right in that house just down the street."

Adamcik: "We've been waiting for this for a long time."

Draper: "It's going to be a pretty nasty night. ... I'm sorry. I'm sorry Cassie's family, but she had to be the one. We have to stick with the plan."

They giggle and boast, high on their own sinister potential. They were not just planning a murder; they were auditioning for the roles of their lives, convinced that this act would elevate them from anonymous teenagers to legendary figures. The tapes captured their chilling lack of empathy, their profound narcissism, and their complete detachment from the horrific reality of what they were about to do.

Chapter 3: The Final Night

On the evening of Friday, September 22, 2006, Cassie Jo Stoddart settled in for a quiet night of house-sitting at her aunt and uncle’s home on Whispering Cliffs Drive. The house was in a somewhat isolated area, making it an ideal, quiet retreat for the weekend. That perceived tranquility was precisely what made it the perfect stage for the horror Draper and Adamcik had planned.

The Initial Visit: Around 9:00 PM, the doorbell rang. It was Cassie's boyfriend, Matt Beckham, arriving for the evening. Shortly after, Brian Draper and Torey Adamcik showed up, ostensibly to hang out. The four teenagers watched a movie together, Kill Bill: Volume 2. The atmosphere was, for a time, deceptively normal. However, during the visit, Draper, feigning a tour of the house, went down to the basement and secretly unlocked a door that led to the outside—securing their point of re-entry for later.

Draper and Adamcik soon claimed they wanted to go see a movie at a local theater and left. Their departure was part of the plan, a feint to establish an alibi and to allow them to prepare for their return.

The Terror Campaign: After Draper and Adamcik left, Cassie and Matt were alone. Suddenly, one of the dogs began barking insistently at the basement stairs. Then, the power in the house flickered and went out completely for a few moments before coming back on. Unnerved, Matt called his mother to ask if he could stay the night, but she insisted he come home. He called Draper to see if he wanted to hang out again, but Draper—who was likely already parked nearby—declined, cementing the final piece of the plan: getting Cassie completely alone.

Shortly after Matt was picked up by his mother around 11:15 PM, the real terror began. Draper and Adamcik, now clad in dark clothing and white masks, crept back to the house through the unlocked basement door. They made loud, deliberate noises from the basement, trying to lure Cassie down. When she didn't take the bait, they located the circuit breaker and cut the power to the entire house, plunging her into darkness and silence.

Terrified, Cassie was trapped. The boys then ascended the stairs from the basement, slamming the door open to maximize the shock and fear. They hunted her through the darkened living room. The chase was brief and brutal. Overwhelming her, they unleashed a storm of violence, stabbing her approximately 30 times with two different knives. Their cinematic fantasy had reached its gruesome climax.

Chapter 4: A Trail of Digital Ghosts

The morning after the murder, on Saturday, September 23, the Contreras family returned home to a scene of unimaginable horror. They found their niece, Cassie, dead on the living room floor. The subsequent police investigation would quickly untangle a web of teenage obsession, thanks in large part to the killers' own arrogance and their compulsive need to document their crime.

The Investigation Begins: The Pocatello Police Department was immediately faced with a brutal and seemingly senseless homicide. As is standard procedure, initial suspicion fell on those closest to the victim. Cassie’s boyfriend, Matt Beckham, was the last known person to see her alive and was subjected to intense questioning, including a lie detector test, which he passed. He was quickly cleared, but the experience was harrowing.

The break in the case came not from forensic evidence at the scene, but from chatter at Pocatello High School. In the days following the murder, Brian Draper could not contain his dark secret. He began bragging to friends, hinting at his involvement and revealing details that only the killer could know. Word of his disturbing comments reached the police, and on September 27, just five days after the murder, both Brian Draper and Torey Adamcik were brought in for questioning.

The Confessions and the Tapes: Under interrogation, their united front crumbled. Draper was the first to break. He confessed to his role in the murder and, in a stunning development, agreed to lead investigators to the evidence they had tried to destroy. He took them to the Black Rock Canyon area, a remote spot outside of town. There, buried in a shallow grave, was a treasure trove of incriminating items: the murder weapons (a collection of knives), the dark clothes, the masks, and most importantly, the VHS tape containing their pre- and post-murder recordings.

When confronted with Draper’s confession and the evidence, Adamcik also confessed, though he attempted to portray Draper as the primary aggressor and himself as a reluctant participant—a claim that the video evidence directly contradicted.

The videotapes were the linchpin of the case. The pre-murder planning sessions were chilling enough, but what the police found next was a digital ghost—a confession from beyond the act itself. Filmed shortly after they fled the house, the tape shows the boys catching their breath, still high on adrenaline. A visibly agitated Draper looks into the camera and says:

"We just killed Cassie. We just left her house. This is not a fucking joke... I stabbed her in the throat. I saw her lifeless body. It just disappeared. Dude, I just killed Cassie."

Adamcik, though quieter, is present and complicit. The tape was irrefutable. They had not only planned and executed a murder, but they had also directed, filmed, and starred in their own confession. Their obsession with creating a legacy had provided the very tool that would ensure their downfall.

Chapter 5: Justice for Cassie

With confessions from both perpetrators and a mountain of undeniable physical and video evidence, the path to a conviction seemed clear. However, the legal system required a careful and methodical process to ensure that justice was properly served. To avoid a scenario where each defendant blamed the other, prosecutors decided to try Brian Draper and Torey Adamcik separately.

The Trials: Brian Draper's trial came first, in the spring of 2007. The prosecution, led by Bannock County Prosecutor Mark Hiedeman, laid out its case with devastating precision. The centerpiece of their argument was the video evidence. Jurors watched in stunned silence as the two boys laughed and joked while planning Cassie’s murder on tape. They heard Draper’s own voice narrating his crime moments after committing it. The defense had little to counter such overwhelming proof of premeditation and guilt. On April 17, 2007, the jury found Brian Draper guilty of first-degree murder and conspiracy to commit first-degree murder.

Torey Adamcik’s trial followed in June 2007. His defense team attempted to portray him as the weaker, dominated follower of a manipulative Draper. They argued that Adamcik was under Draper's influence and would not have acted alone. The prosecution countered this by highlighting Adamcik’s active participation in the planning videos and the fact that wounds on Cassie's body were consistent with two different weapons, proving he was an active killer, not a passive observer. On June 8, 2007, the jury rejected the defense's narrative and found Torey Adamcik guilty of first-degree murder and conspiracy.

Sentencing and Aftermath: On August 21, 2007, both teenagers, now 17, appeared for sentencing. The judge, faced with the cold, calculated nature of the crime and the defendants' utter lack of remorse, handed down the maximum possible sentence: life in prison without the possibility of parole for the murder charge, plus a consecutive sentence of 30 years to life for the conspiracy charge. The judge condemned their actions as "cold, pitiless, and without conscience."

In the years that followed, both Draper and Adamcik filed numerous appeals. They argued, among other things, that life-without-parole sentences for juveniles constituted cruel and unusual punishment. While the U.S. Supreme Court has since ruled on this issue for certain juvenile cases, Idaho courts have repeatedly upheld the sentences for Draper and Adamcik, citing the heinous and meticulously planned nature of their crime. They remain incarcerated, their bid for infamy having earned them only a lifetime behind bars.

Epilogue: The Lingering Echo

The murder of Cassie Jo Stoddart left a permanent scar on the community of Pocatello and a void in the hearts of her family that can never be filled. It stands as a brutal cautionary tale, a case study in the dark potential of adolescent alienation and the toxic influence of a culture that can sometimes glorify violence.

Why did they do it? The simplest answer, and the one they provided themselves, was a desire for fame. They wanted to be like the killers in Scream, to be talked about, to be remembered. In a world where infamy is often mistaken for importance, they saw murder as a shortcut to a legacy. They failed to grasp that the legacy they would leave was not one of legendary outlaws, but of pathetic and cruel young men who extinguished a bright, promising life for the most selfish and shallow of reasons.

The case forced a difficult conversation about the influence of violent media. While millions of people watch horror movies without becoming violent, for individuals like Draper and Adamcik—already possessing a dangerous lack of empathy and a narcissistic worldview—such films can act as a catalyst, providing not just inspiration but a perceived justification for their darkest impulses.
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