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The Day Empires Fell: The Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand

It begins with a sound. Not the roar of cannons or the marching of armies, but two sharp cracks, like a dry branch snapping underfoot. Pop. Pop. A sound so small, yet loud enough to shatter four empires and kill twenty million people.

It begins on a street corner, under the unforgiving glare of a summer sun. A young man, barely out of his teens, stands with a pistol in his hand, his heart a frantic drum against his ribs. Before him, a stalled motorcar. Inside, a royal couple, their fine clothes a stark contrast to the dusty Sarajevo street. A plume of smoke curls from the pistol’s muzzle. A woman’s gloved hand flies to her cheek. A man’s lips part, a single, bewildered phrase escaping before the world dissolves into chaos.

This is the story of that moment. A moment born of nationalist fervor, political blundering, and a series of accidents so improbable they defy fiction. This is the story of June 28th, 1914. This is the story of the day the modern world began, in a hail of gunfire, on a bridge in a city most of the world had never heard of. This is the day empires fell.
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