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​Introduction






In his first epistle, Peter admonished
Christians to be ready to give unbelievers the reason for their
hope in Jesus Christ. In order to do so, they would have to be able
to articulate and then defend their faith. The defense that they
give would have to be reasonable and sustainable. This was an early
call for Christians to be defenders or apologists of the Christian
faith.

****

​ In this publication:

In this third book of the apologetic
discipline series, we will examine the early advancements of
apologetics. A brief overview and analysis will be given of the
councils and emerging doctrines contrary to Christian orthodoxy. It
is our prayer that this information will strengthen the modern
apologist.****

-Section 1-Early Century
Apologetics


​1 - Apologetics
in the Early Centuries






The documents of the New Testament
demonstrate the necessity of apologetics and how it developed as
new issues and concerns arose. The disciples and followers of the
apostles continued the work of Christ providing oversight for the
churches and Christian groups.

The Early Apologists

They discovered in a more acute manner
that the preaching of the gospel had to be consistently accompanied
with an apologetic element. History demonstrates that members of
the Christian community took responsibility for providing a defense
of the faith, as well as those called to ministry.

As Christianity gradually separated
from Judaism and came to feel its own character as a new faith,
competing with various ethnic, philosophic, and mysterious
religions in the Roman world and facing objections and persecution,
it began to be conscious of itself and its responsibility to give
answers to the criticisms and attacks that were made against it.
Moreover, educated men and scholars were converted to Christianity
in great numbers. They found that truth compelled them quite
naturally to enter in discussion with pagan philosophers. This was
the beginning of the Christian apologetic literature that soon took
shape in a series of apologies and dialogues in defense of the new
religion. (The Early Apologists, 1998-2014)

The early apologists were not afraid to
purge the Church of false beliefs, but also confront the
philosophies that surrounded them. This showed a significant
expansion of apologetics by incorporating a polemic
dimension.

The Apologists did not hesitate to use
technical philosophic terms which were the current stock-in-trade
of educated pagans. It is however; an error to believe that in
doing this they so Hellenized Christianity as to dilute central
doctrines. They were first and foremost churchmen and their object
was to Christianize Hellenism, not to Hellenize Christianity... We
should not, therefore, expect in their writings a full exposition
of the Christian Faith such as would be given to Christians. Their
purpose was apologetic, and we cannot therefore reconstruct from
their writings, with the possible exception of Justin Martyr, a
systematic statement of their beliefs. (The Apologies, Leslie W.
Barnard)

Second Generation Apologists

The next generation had an increasing
number of issues to address. In the 1st Century, it is understood
that the main areas of concern were the influence of Judaism, the
prevailing philosophy of Gnosticism, and the meaning of grace and
its implications of the lifestyle of the believers.

OEBPS/cover.jpg
() ABUNDANT TRUTH INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES

" The Advancement of 7

APOLOGETICS
in the Early Centuries

Logos Apologetics Series

RODERICK LEVI EVANS





