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Jorges P. Lopez

All quotes in this book are taken from the approved school edition by Longman Publishers – approved by KICD – 2016 edition.  

	This book focuses on the KENYA CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION English Papers 101/2 – in which candidates answer questions based on an EXCERPT taken from a specific set text studied during the course to earn 25 marks – and 101/3 – in which candidates answer 3 questions (each with 20 marks) in two and a half hours. The skills taught here, however, are applicable to any examination. The only thing required is to examine the time and marks given in your own exam and make appropriate adjustments. Some College exams, for instance, require the student to answer a question in ONE HOUR to earn 25 marks. The candidate should adjust the time suggested here and paragraphing to fit this particular exam. 
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Introduction
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A big problem with literature nowadays is that students have been coached to cram guidebooks and present other people’s ideas as their own in exams. There is little effort, as in the traditional teaching, to make students discover ideas themselves. It is common to find students attempt exams without looking at the set text at all! While the blame largely goes to teachers, the student of this age has also been made ironically lazy by technology because everything is readily available. One hard truth is that there is no way such students can do well in literature. The study of literature requires examining a text to discover the ideas yourself in a way that you can discuss them confidently. To do so, one must interact fully with the text and with other people’s opinions in order to come up with a balanced opinion.

Another problem might result from the fact that those who choose the set texts themselves hardly consider the length of the text and how long it will take to go through it for the teacher and student to come up with balanced opinions of their own. This forces teachers to hurry through a set text while students will invariably resort to guide books with little knowledge of the set text. The result? Students end up with a haphazard understanding of literature set texts so that they hardly have an opinion of their own.

This guidebook takes you through a self-discovery of literature elements through a set of questions after every section. It teaches you how to identify the Important facts, how to interpret them yourself and apply them to come up with the elements of literature such as plot, themes, characters and style. Followed faithfully, this guide should build confidence in the reader so that by the end of the second chapter of the novella, The Pearl, you can easily tell what to look for in other chapters to understand the text easily on your own. For this reason, this guidebook has a series of questions after every chapter. Every first question should lead to the fifth and the fifth to the ninth (for chapters with twelve lead questions). The second should lead to the sixth, the sixth to the tenth and so on. Answering all the questions leads you to discover the elements of literature in The Pearl on your own. It is hoped that once you have done so using these questions, you can go back to the text again and discover much more on your own. This is the best way of making you self-reliant, building confidence of interpretation and helping you not only form opinions on your own but also discuss such opinions confidently. 

The Novella

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and  bought it. - Matthew 13:45-46

The Pearl is a parabolic narrative that alludes to the evils of greed. Set in the Baja California Slur that juts off the North American continent to the south and forms part of present day Mexico, it is a powerful story about the clash between traditional Mexican Indian life and westernization as symbolized by both the United States of America and Europe – seen through the centuries of Spanish colonization.  La Paz, the town in which Kino lives, is located on the eastern coast of the slur.  Kino, a poor, simple fisherman finds a precious pearl. This explodes in him all that he has wished to acquire (and by extension all that his people have wished for through centuries of colonial oppression). However, his luck turns tragic when the pearl alienates him from his society, estranges him from his wife and leads to the death of his beloved son. At this point, Kino has to concede to his wife’s fervent claim that the pearl is evil and should be thrown away. He ends up throwing it back into the sea where he had found it choosing to return to his simple, traditional way of life.

The Author 

John Ernst Steinbeck (1902-1968) was an American author of short stories, novels and non-fiction. He rose to fame with the publication of The Grapes of Wrath (1939) and with his winning The Nobel Prize in Literature in 1962. His other famous works include Tortilla Flat, Of Mice and Men and most significantly, East of Eden. The Pearl (1947) was written as a series and it first appeared in Woman’s Home Companion magazine with the title The Pearl of the World. 

The Pearl is one of the most forceful stories written in the last 70 years or so. It is a powerful, suspenseful, exciting read and a forceful moral tale whose power lies both in the moving tale of a simple family’s attempt to escape poverty and in the cinematic description that couples strong imagery with an oral tradition that shows the simplicity of the characters and their way of life. This makes the characters touching and the morality of the tale applicable to all its readers. The pearl was originally conceived as a film idea. Thus, it is easy to see why Steinbeck compliments the narrative with song. In an actual film, the songs would be the soundtrack of the movie setting the tone and the mood of the action as well as the character’s thoughts. In the novella, the songs supply mood to the characters thoughts and behavior so that it becomes easier for the reader to see and interpret characters’ behavior and what drives it. This is one reason why The Pearl stands head and shoulders above many stories of its kind and time.

The Pearl is a moral tale both from the way it is told and introduced and from the fact that Steinbeck alludes to The Parable of the Great Pearl in Matthew 13:45-46. Just as the pearl seeker Jesus alludes to chooses to lose all to acquire it, Kino and Juana lose their idyllic former lives (and their child) because they find the pearl. The story demonstrates how man’s greatest quest can become his utmost ruin. It echoes the common saying: beware what you wish for – you just might get it.

THE PLOT 
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Chapter 1
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The Pearl takes off with the idyllic painting of Kino’s family arising for the routine of the day. Kino goes outside the hut to watch the sunrise as Juana goes about cleaning the baby and preparing breakfast. When Kino comes back to the house, Juana is already through with the simple breakfast and cleaning the baby who is hammocked in his bed that hangs from the roof so Kino sits down to eat. The sun’s rays shining through crevices into the wall draw the parents’ eyes to the movement of a scorpion creeping down the rope upon which the baby’s bed hangs. The parents are alarmed and Juana prays as Kino moves towards the box. The scorpion stops when it senses Kino but the baby shakes the rope and the scorpion falls past Kino’s outstretched hands into the box and stings the baby. Kino kills the scorpion as Juana tries to suck out the poison from the sting. The baby’s screams draw the neighbors to Kino’s house led by Kino’s brother Juan Tomas and his wife Apolonia. 

Juana suggests that they call the town’s only doctor but everybody agrees that the doctor would not come so Juana suggests that they take the baby to him. The family is escorted to the doctor’s house by the whole neighborhood, including the beggars outside the church. At the doctor’s gate, Kino removes his hat and knocks using the iron knocker. A servant appears listens but refuses to address Kino in the old language. Kino tells him that the baby, his first-born, has been stung and needs a doctor. The servant relocks the door and goes to consult the doctor who sends him back to find out if the parents of the baby have any money. Kino removes eight seed pearls hidden somewhere in his clothes and shows them to the servant. The servant takes them, relocks the gate and goes away for “a long time”. He returns the seed pearls and tells Kino that the doctor has been “called out to a more serious case”. Kino gets so angry that he strikes the gate with his fist hurting his hand so that blood flows down between his fingers. 

Commentary 

This chapter lays the scene, the leading characters and the central conflict. The setting is a small seaside town whose residents are divided into two social economic classes. The poor, who live in the lowly slums, are Indians while the rich, who live in the stone houses in town, are colonialists of European descent. Kino, Juana and their neighbors belong to the first class while the doctor represents the second. The Indians are extremely poor as seen in the condition of their houses, dressing and simple meals. This has made them supplicant to the Spanish colonists though they are unified in the common misery. The rich enclose themselves in beautiful neighborhoods and avoid the poor unless they need their money. The simple incident of Coyotito’s stinging emphasizes that the two classes cannot keep avoid each other despite the physical and social boundaries. Kino and Juana keep out of the doctor’s way until it is necessary. They however need the doctor’s skill while the doctor needs their money. This encounter sets the stage for the importance of the pearl as an economic symbol and the imminent clash that will follow its discovery. 

Responding to this Chapter 

It is important for you to remember key facts of the narrative for they help you see the unity of the plot and point to the elements of literature such as theme, character and style, which are the essence of any literary venture. This section helps you sift the important details, interpret them and apply them to come up with these elements of literature. 

Identifying Important Facts


	All narratives depend on some instigating action that causes a conflict. That conflict controls the action from then on. At what point in this chapter does something happen to change the stable life the characters have always lived? What is that thing that happens?

	At about what time do Kino and Juana wake up? How do they go about their morning activities? What words does the narrator uses to show these are a daily events? How is this stressed when they go to the sea?

	Steinbeck lays a deliberate platform for the comparison of Kino and The doctor’s lives. Examine chapter 1 and note this difference. 

	
Point of View shows who tells the story; it can often be omniscient or first person. What point of view does Steinbeck employ in The Pearl?



Interpreting Facts for Meaning


	A good author builds a conflict through complications. How does Coyotito’s scorpion bite get complicated to keep the story going and reveal the nature of the characters? How do Kino and Juana’s reaction to the scorpion bite reveal the difference in their nature?

	Kino and Juana’s behavior here shows it is a routine. What point is Steinbeck punching home through this routine? How does it compare with the Doctor’s morning ritual later? How does Steinbeck reveal that Kino and Juana have little choice and they would change if they could? 

	Steinbeck says the Doctor is a foreigner who longs to go back to his country. Why does he stay here in spite of his hate for this country and his scorn for local people? How does Steinbeck make both Kino and the Doctor symbols that represent each country?

	Point of view here allows the narrator to empathize with characters, revealing their feelings and emotions. Describe four situations where the narrator tells us intimate details of Kino, Juana and the Doctor. Exactly what do we learn about their feelings?



Applying Meanings


	A good plot is moved by cause and effect – a domino or ripple effect. Identify four key things that happen in this way in chapter 1 to keep the narrative going and the action rising. 

	Use an adjective to describe both Kino and Juana in terms of how they rise and go about their morning duties. Which adjective would you use to capture the Doctor’s life in the same way?

	
Use one word that names the relationship between Kino and the Doctor on the one hand and Kino’s country and that of the Doctor on the other. How does this relationship compare with that of Europe and Africa today? Why is this theme important the world over?


	
At what point do you realize Steinbeck’s wit in choosing the omniscient narrator? How would the narrative change suppose Steinbeck adopted the first person point of view – suppose Kino or Juana or even the Doctor were to tell the narrative? 
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Chapter 2
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The narrator describes the seashore where the pearl hunters’ live. This area of the sea gives an observer an optical illusion – and all the residents think this is how the whole world looks. Kino and Juana come down the beach to Kino’s canoe – an heirloom from his father and his grandfather. They ride it out to sea where the bed’s oysters have fed the colonial empire for centuries. “This was the bed that had raised the King of Spain to be a great power... had helped to pay for his wars, and had decorated the churches for his soul's sake” p 34. 

With a stone to keep him under water and a harvesting basket, Kino dives to the seabed and begins collecting the oyster shells. He and Juana fervently pray as Kino hunts because they desperately need the pearl of the world for the sick baby. The songs that pervade every aspect of life among Kino’s people, songs composed long ago and instinctively sung to accompany every human activity, good or evil, guide them.  Kino finds a large oyster and guided by instinct and the “the melody of the maybe pearl” which is loud in his ears, he slowly plucks it and swims to the surface. In the boat, he tries to hold his excitement by opening the small oysters first, then seems to see the large oyster for the first time, a process he calls in his mind “...being tactful with  God or the gods”. Finally, Kino opens the pearl with the urging of Juana; the two find the biggest pearl they have ever seen – the biggest ever seen by any pearl hunter, the pearl of the world. Intuitively, Juana looks at Coyotito’s sting and notices the poison has receded. Kino is dazed by emotion; he tilts his head back and howls aloud so that all other pearl hunters hurry towards his boat. 

Commentary 

Steinbeck contrasts the natural and rural nature of Kino’s people with the scientific realism of the modern world typified by the doctor. First, the pearl hunters live in an illusionary world guided by faith, trust and hope as suggested by the description of the landscape. They live by luck, trust in the gods and hope. This is contrasted with the doctor’s realistic nature about food and luxuries seen as the height of modern living. The same goes for Juana’s poultice which actually treats her son’s wound. Steinbeck criticizes colonialism that creates luck of faith in self. Juana distrusts her poultice for it is not modern or scientific. She thinks she should visit the “modern doctor” once she can afford it though the poultice cures Coyotito. The same goes for the lives of the pearl hunters; though Kino and Juana appear to be living a simple but comfortable life, they must seek a “higher” life if - and when - they can afford it. Through Kino and Juana, Steinbeck criticizes self-doubt that results from the trappings of modern life. People are not content with what gives them comfort; they want to look and feel like their neighbors. It is quite ironical that finding great pearl should so soon lead to the loss of the child; it is ironical too that Kino and Juana use the pearl to buy the healing powers of a doctor who hates them. It is suggested too that the doctor comes to make the baby worse. 
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