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Chapter 1

Introduction 
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Watching G.I. Joe cartoons and playing with G.I. Joe action figures was a big part of my childhood. I mean what’s not to like about them? They have very heroic good guy and gal characters and very evil (but mostly likeable) villains. 

I fondly remember with joy when I watched the G.I. Movie. It was one of the most happiest moments of my life as a kid.

But of course, just like many kids I grew up and all of the original G.I. Joe toys I once had disappeared, either lost or stolen. During my college years and even though I wasn’t involved with them anymore I still knew that they were still a big part of some other kid’s childhood. 

I recall seeing a kid in a hospital waiting for his doctor parent to finish her shift while he plays with his dozens of G.I. Joe action figures. I could still remember the look of happiness in his face as his G.I. Joe action figures kept him busy and entertained while he waits for his parent.

Now, the dozens of G.I. Joes I saw the kid playing with a couple of years ago would have fetched a lot of money even though they are in loose condition and maybe even missing their accessories like their weapons.

Yes, G.I. Joes are still very much a part of many a kid’s life globally and even the kids who are adults now are still collecting and even playing(?) with G.I. Joes.  

This is the lasting appeal of G.I. Joes that even after decades have passed since they were introduced, they are still part of many popular cultures in many countries.

Have they turned to investible products too? Yes, they have also turned to very investable products even though they were denigrated before for being just kid’s disposable toys and nerd memorabilia items.

A few vintage G.I. Joe action figures, accessories and toy vehicles are also now commanding pretty high amounts thanks to the growing toy collectible market of which G.I. Joes are one of the royalties. 

Hopefully, this book would shed a light on why you should seriously consider investing in old and even new G.I. Joe merchandise.

Hopefully, these toys will not only bring your kids delight but may also be their financial backup in their mature to senior years. 
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Chapter 2

G.I. Joe Sales are Growing
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Based on recent reports, G.I. Joe sales appear to be experiencing a period of growth, particularly in the comic book and collector's markets. Here's a breakdown:

Comic Book Sales Surge: Skybound and Image's relaunch of G.I. Joe comics, including "A Real American Hero" with Larry Hama, and new series like "Duke" and "Cobra Commander" within the "Energon Universe" (shared with Transformers), have seen significant sales upswings in 2024. Some G.I. Joe comic issues have even set modern-day sales highs for the series and franchise, with some retailers reporting them selling at or above top Marvel and DC titles. "Scarlett #1" reportedly had over 80,000 orders, making it the best-selling G.I. Joe comic in over two decades and the best-selling solo character launch in the franchise's history.

––––––––
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COLLECTOR MARKET HEATS Up: The collector's market for G.I. Joe, especially for the G.I. Joe Classified Series (6-inch figures), is active. There's significant interest in new releases and older, high-grade collectibles are fetching considerable prices at auctions (e.g., a "Defiant" space vehicle sold for $57,500). This indicates strong demand from dedicated fans and collectors.

––––––––

[image: ]


PENT-UP DEMAND AND Quality: Some theories suggest that the success of the new G.I. Joe lines, particularly the Classified Series, is due to pent-up demand after previous hiatuses, the switch to high-quality 6-inch figures, and a market that isn't oversaturated. Gen X collectors with disposable income are also a key demographic driving sales.

While direct, overarching sales figures for all G.I. Joe products from Hasbro are not publicly available, the strong performance of the comic book line and the robust collector's market indicate a positive trend for the brand. The continued release of new figures and the expansion of the Energon Universe suggest that Hasbro and its partners are actively investing in and seeing success with the G.I. Joe franchise.
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