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    For everyone who fights in silence, dreams in shadows, and rises in their own time. This book is proof that we all ascend eventually.

      

    


The Twin Shadow: Blood & Ascension 

By Keniel Russell

A shattered academy. A hunted heir. And a darkness that refuses to die.

Nacht Umbra survived the massacre of his clan, but peace was never promised. As deadly tournaments tear through the vampire academy, whispers of betrayal, ancient codices, and masked assassins rise from the shadows. With the Codex awakening powers even he fears to wield, Nacht must confront the truth: some enemies wear familiar faces.

Allies are few. Blood is currency. And the closer Nacht comes to ascending, the more he risks becoming what he was born to destroy.

The war for dominance has begun.

And the shadows remember everything.
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CHAPTER 1 – Snow Doesn’t Lie
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Book 2: Blood & Ascension

The snow didn’t fall gently.

It hit like ash from a funeral pyre—soft, cold, and heavy with things left unsaid.

Bloodvale Academy’s elite squads were already scattered across the Ravelyn Expanse—an icy graveyard of old ruins and buried bones. Four squads. Four professors. One silent storm is creeping in from the north.

And one squad that wouldn’t make it back.

“Contact. Southern ridge.”

Professor Thorne’s voice was calm as ever, even through the enchantment relay. “Hold position. Watch. Do not intervene.”

From their high vantage, Nacht stood still at the cliff edge, shadow coiled at his boots like smoke under control. Beside him, Lucian crouched low, breath visible in the cold. Seris stood further back, adjusting her veil-spike—eyes narrowed on the movement below.

Squad Vira-1 was in trouble.

Fast. Deadly. But too spread out.

“They’re panicking,” Lucian noted. “Two broke formation.”

Seris clicked her tongue. “One more mistake and they’re food.”

“Correction,” Nacht said. “They’re bait.”

And he was right.

From beneath the snow, two Guul erupted.

Not the usual spiked beasts. These moved differently. No charge. No roar. They circled. Calculated. Waiting for openings like they’d trained for it.

One Vira student screamed as bone-spines shredded her left leg. Another tried to cast an illusion and was swallowed in three jagged strikes.

Lucian didn’t blink. “Permission to drop and clean it up?”

Thorne’s voice crackled in. “Denied. This is observation. And your job is not to be a hero.”

Seris clenched her jaw. “They’re going to die.”

Nacht didn’t move.

“They already have.”

And just like that, it ended.

The last two Vira students fell in silence—crimson soaking into white.

The Guul didn’t devour. They lingered. One tilted its head. Its eyeless face sniffed the wind as if...

Searching.

And then... they retreated.

Back into the ice.

Back into the dark.

Above the stormline, Headmaster Vexar stood with arms behind his back, watching the flare signal burst from the horizon. One blink of red. Then gone.

Professor Halron approached from behind, golden robes trailing.

“Squad Vira-1 is down,” he said. “Six students. All dead.”

“No breach?” Vexar asked.

“No. Wards held. But they were... hunted. Not attacked. Like test subjects.”

Vexar’s face didn’t move. But his shadow twitched slightly behind him.

“Send word to the clan heads,” he said. “And activate the second relay.”

Halron hesitated. “You think this was a probe?”

“No,” Vexar murmured. “I think this was a greeting.”

Snow fell heavily now. Covering blood. Erasing footprints. But not questions.
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