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DEDICATION
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I was born Linda Louise Mecham in Wichita, Kansas on July 24, 1949. My parents, Chuck & Lee Mecham, were children during the depression and young adults during WWII. They taught me the value of a dollar, integrity, compassion and age. So great was their influence on me that I think without them, I would have been a different person.

I dedicate this book to my parents, who are gone, but still live on in their children. I hope I can leave that kind of legacy.
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INTRODUCTION
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I didn't begin my professional career as a caregiver until I was in my late 50's. Yet thinking back, there were many indications that I had the caregiver personality - some as far back as I can remember. In this booklet, I muse over those early indications with the hope that it will inspire others who might want to begin their work as a caregiver a little earlier than I did.
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INDICATION 1
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When I told my husband that I wanted to get some chickens as pets, he looked at me as though I was crazy. Chickens? I've always loved chickens. In fact, I've always loved animals. I loved watching them, listening to them and, of course, taking care of them. My first favorite book was none other than the original "Bambi." My pets were never the ordinary ones, though, and they were usually rescued animals.
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