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            In life, we face moments of devastation and hopelessness that seem insurmountable. The story of David in the verses we explore today offers us a powerful lesson on how to face our most difficult battles and recover what was lost. When David and his men returned to Ziklag and found it destroyed, they were plunged into deep distress. What follows, however, is a story of recovery, faith and leadership under God's guidance. Through this story, we will discover how to find strength in God in our darkest moments and how His guidance can lead us to victory over our crises. Before we delve into how to find strength in God, we must recognize and understand the depth of our despair, as David experienced it. The arrival of David and his men at Ziklag, only to find it burned and their families captured, represents one of the most difficult moments in David's life. This tragedy teaches us that no one is free from experiencing pain and loss. In my experience as a pastor, I have observed how trials can overtake us, leaving us feeling vulnerable and alone. However, it is in the depths of our despair that our need for God is most clearly manifested.

a. Facing Our Personal Ziklag

Each of us will face a "Ziklag" at some point in our lives. That is, a moment that tests our faith, endurance and character. It may be a loss, a failure or a betrayal. The question is, how do we respond when all seems lost?

b. Weeping as Part of the Healing Process

David and his men wept until they could weep no more. Often, we underestimate the healing power of weeping and the expression of our grief. Acknowledging our sorrow and sharing it with God is the first step toward recovery.

c. Solidarity in Suffering

In his affliction, David was not alone; his men, equally burdened by their own loss, shared the weight of grief. This reminds us that, in the church, we are called to bear one another's burdens, providing comfort and support (Galatians 6:2). After sharing our pain, it is crucial to turn to the source of all comfort and strength. Let us observe how David found his strength in the Lord, pointing the way to our recovery. In his darkest hour, David "strengthened himself in the Lord his God." The decision to turn to God for strength was the beginning of David's recovery. He did not fall into despair, but chose to trust God for guidance and comfort.
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Continuing our journey through the Old Testament, we come to the book of Ruth. It is believed that this book may have been written by Samuel, although there is no hard evidence to prove it. The key verse in this book of Ruth is found in chapter 3, verse 18, where it says: "...Then Naomi said, 'Wait, my daughter, until you know how the matter is settled; for the man will not rest until he has finished the matter today'". The matter was in the hands of one who was a man of action, who would take the case of Ruth's redemption into his hands. She could rest in him. It is a beautiful picture of how wonderful it is to have a Savior like Jesus Christ, the Redeemer in whom one can rest and enjoy His work of redemption.

The theme of this book is the "kinsman redeemer". This little book of Ruth has been of special blessing to many people. Ruth is an addition to the book of Judges and its historical content took place during this period. It is a beautiful story, a happy account about some people who lived during the sad period described in the book of Judges.

This book has been recognized as a literary gem in various circles. It is reported that Dr. Samuel Johnson, a great literary man of the 18th century, made a copy of the book of Ruth. He copied it all in script including the entire text and read it before a group of men, members of a club in London, as a production he had recently read. The club members, believing it to be a modern composition, unanimously and loudly praised the manuscript. They probably believed that Dr. Johnson himself had written it. But he informed them that it had been taken from a book they rejected. And that of course, that book was the Bible itself.

The beauty and excellence of the story of Ruth cannot pass unnoticed even by the most indifferent believer. The book of Ruth records the story of the love of the handmaid of Moab. It reveals the power of pure and passionate love. It tells of the intense attachment that existed between Ruth and her mother-in-law Naomi, for true love is as strong as death itself.

This book records a romance that triumphed over racial and religious obstacles, and tells of two hearts that were united with the bonds of love. The book of Ruth is a laboratory test that demonstrates that the greatest of human characteristics is love, which is also evident on the divine level.

The word love is only used once in this book and it speaks of Ruth's love for her mother-in-law in chapter 4, verse 15. As for Ruth's romance, the word love does not appear. However, it cannot go unnoticed that theirs was a great romance. This story illustrates God's great love for us today.

Dr. Vernon McGee, tells us that the book of Ruth first appealed to him when he was a student at the Seminary. One night," Dr. McGee continues, "I found myself in the library reading a book written by one of the great reformers; a book that was required reading for one of the classes. Its author wrote this book when he was very young. In many ways it was a wonderful book, but it soon became tiresome to read. So very soon I began to flip through the book. I came to the place where the author talked about the types of Redeemer. He named Moses, Samson, and Samuel. Thinking I had missed a name, I went back and discovered that he had not mentioned Boaz. He was excluding the love side of redemption. He was presenting salvation and redemption as any cold business or transaction. Christ paid for salvation with His blood, and that was it. They were presenting redemption as a merely legal and impersonal matter."

The story of Ruth and Boaz shows the love aspect of redemption. And dear reader, salvation is like an intrigue of love. The apostle John told us in his first letter, chapter 4, verse 19: "...we love him, because he first loved us". And this is the wonderful thing about salvation. You will find that many writers in the past have placed great emphasis only on the fact that salvation was a transaction. But it is really a matter of love. The apostle Paul said in his letter to the Galatians, chapter 2, verse 20: "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the body I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

In our study of the book of Ruth we will see the loving side of redemption. We also saw it in the book of Exodus, where the emphasis was placed on the deliverance that God accomplished for His people. We begin to feel the heartbeat of God in bringing His people out of captivity. This loving aspect of salvation has not been given its proper emphasis. In the Middle Ages, Anselm wrote a book entitled "Cordis Homo", which deals with the subject of why God became man. He spoke of the fact that Christ came to bring about redemption, but he does not put any emphasis on love. Theologians and preachers such as Calvin, Jonathan Edwards, Stuart Robinson and others did not expound the loving aspect of salvation either. God loves us.

Although Ruth is a small book, of only four chapters, it is very important in relation to the coming of Jesus Christ into the world. Without this book and its genealogy we would not be able to relate the house of David to the tribe of Judah. It is an important link in the chain of Scripture that begins in Genesis, leads directly to the birth of Jesus Christ in the stable in Bethlehem and to the cross, the crown and the throne of David on which one day the Lord will sit. And that is very important.

The book of Ruth is unique in that it presents an important phase of the doctrine of redemption by presenting the only example in the Bible of the kinsman-redeemer in action. The concept of the kinsman-redeemer was introduced in the books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy. Ruth gave a detailed account of the Hebrew term goel functioning in its full meaning. There could have been no redemption for the property, nor for the individual, without the person and presence of some kinsman-redeemer. And unless the work of the kinsman-redeemer is properly understood, there can be no understanding of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. Redemption requires a kinsman-redeemer. And if only God can redeem, it was necessary for Him to become a human being. Boaz provided the unique figure of the kinsman-redeemer aspect of redemption, which is so essential to an understanding of the work of the atonement, in which God made Christ, by shedding His blood, the instrument of the forgiveness that is attained by faith.

The book of Ruth also sheds light on the legal economy of the time of Moses. And then, dear reader, in this book we will see Christ. The day of Pentecost denotes the line of demarcation between law and grace. Ruth, from beginning to end, is a story of pure grace. It tells of how a Gentile, whom the law condemned, was brought under the wings of the Lord of Israel, of how it was possible for her to enter the community when the law said, "No Ammonite or Moabite shall enter into the congregation of the Lord," in Deuteronomy chapter 23, verse 3. She believed Boaz, and he brought her into his heart and home. By grace she was saved by faith. In short, this little play comes down to our human level and tells us the ordinary story of a couple who loved each other. They were ordinary people and their love story is like a mirror in which we can contemplate the divine love of the Savior for you and me. As we go through this story, we will see how this love story unfolds.

There are several ways to divide this book of Ruth, but we have divided it geographically:

First, in the land of Moab - in chapter 1

Second, in the field of Boaz - Chapter 2

Third, in the era of Boaz - Chapter 3

And lastly, fourthly, in the heart and home of Boaz - in Chapter 4

And we are now ready to enter into...
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Ruth 1:1-13
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In this chapter 1 we will see that Elimelech was driven by famine to go to the plains of Moab and died there. His sons Maalon and Chilion also died. Naomi returned home and Ruth accompanied her. Then they went to Bethlehem. Let's read the first verse of this chapter 1 of Ruth:

"Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land, and a man of Bethlehem of Judah went to dwell in the plains of Moab with his wife and his two sons."

Well, the story of Ruth took place during the time of the judges. It was a time of political decadence, moral degradation, and spiritual degeneration. The events recorded here took place during the time of the judges, in a sense, the darkest era of the nation of Israel; a period that began after the death of Joshua and continued until the time of Samuel. This decadent era extended over a period of some four hundred years. The Israelites had been redeemed from Egypt in blood, led safely through the wilderness by the power of God, and brought personally by Him into the promised land. Now, it seemed that having been surrounded by such favorable circumstances, they would serve God and find themselves at the beginning of a period of great blessing and prosperity. Certainly, such a happy entry provided great expectations for the future. However, it did not. Thus, the story of Ruth presents a stark contrast to the dark age of the judges.

The book of Judges ended with religious apostasy, moral decadence, and political anarchy. The last verse of the book says: "In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes". Undoubtedly, Boaz knew some of the judges. The book of Ruth comes from a period of great immorality and is like a clear story written about dark circumstances. It is a beautiful story, a sweet story that occurred in a period of compromise, corruption and confusion. It was like a bright light in the midst of darkness. That's the way God writes.

You may have noticed in magazines, some commercial ads that are printed with white letters on a black background. And you may have noticed the contrast they offer and how they stand out on the page. Well, this is how God writes. On the black background of sin God writes the beautiful story of salvation. Against the dark circumstances of the days of the judges, days when human beings were controlled by sin and its passions, when each one did as he saw fit, we are presented with the picture described in chapters 1 to 3 of the epistle to the Romans.
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