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Chapter 1 – The Cry of the Sheep
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Hosea 4:6 (NASB):

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Since you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten the Law of your God, I also will forget your children.”

There is a cry rising up from the sheep of God today. It is not a cry of rebellion, but of pain and confusion. The cry says: “We trusted our shepherds to feed us, but instead, we are starving. We came to be strengthened, but we were weakened. We came for truth, but we were manipulated.”

The Word of God tells us plainly — “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” When the truth of God’s Word is withheld, twisted, or replaced with man’s manipulation, the sheep suffer. They are misled into bondage instead of walking in the freedom of Christ.

One of the greatest areas of deception in the modern church is the subject of giving. Scripture has been used as a weapon to pressure, guilt, and even extort God’s people into giving money under the false promise of “buying” a blessing. This twisting of truth is not only dangerous — it is destructive to the soul.

⸻

Misused Scriptures

Two scriptures in particular are often quoted in pulpits across the world whenever it is time to raise an offering:

Luke 6:38 (NASB):

“Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.”

2 Corinthians 9:7 (NASB):

“Each one must do just as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

Both of these verses are powerful truths in their rightful context. But too often, they are misapplied and reduced to nothing more than a tool to get people to give more money to the church or to a man.

Luke 6:38, in its context, is not about money. Jesus was teaching about mercy, forgiveness, and generosity of heart. The principle is that the measure you use with others will be measured back to you — whether in judgment, mercy, or generosity. When this verse is reduced to a financial slogan, the people are robbed of its deeper meaning.

Likewise, 2 Corinthians 9:7 is about giving freely and joyfully as an act of love and obedience to God. But when leaders use it as pressure — demanding money under threat of curse or promise of riches — the command is twisted. Instead of joy, the people give under fear, guilt, or manipulation.

⸻

The False Teaching of “Indebtedness”

I once heard a well-known preacher declare before hundreds of thousands of listeners that God was indebted to him because he gave more than God gave to him. According to this man, God had to give him more so that He would not remain in debt to him.

This is blasphemy. God Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, is not indebted to any man. Scripture declares:

Romans 11:35–36 (NASB):

“Or who has first given to Him, that it would be paid back to him? For from Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.”

No one can out-give God. No one can place God in a position of owing them something. To even suggest such a thing is to exalt man above the Creator. Yet, thousands upon thousands believed this lie simply because it came from the lips of a charismatic leader. This is the danger of false teaching: it preys upon ignorance and trust, leading sheep into deception.

⸻

Sheep Are Suffering

Because of these distortions, many of God’s people are suffering. They give money they don’t have, believing they are “sowing a seed” to earn God’s blessing. They empty their pockets hoping for a miracle harvest, but instead, they are left in debt, discouraged, and confused. They wonder why the promised blessings never came.

Meanwhile, the leaders who preach this false doctrine grow rich, living in abundance while their sheep struggle. This is not the heart of God. In fact, it is the very thing God condemned in Ezekiel 34:

Ezekiel 34:2–4 (NASB):

“Woe, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding themselves! Should the shepherds not feed the flock? You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat sheep without feeding the flock. Those who are sickly you have not strengthened, the diseased you have not healed, the broken you have not bound up, the scattered you have not brought back, nor have you searched for the lost; but with force and with violence you have dominated them.”

This word is as true today as it was in the days of Ezekiel. False shepherds are feeding themselves while the sheep go hungry.

⸻

Returning to Knowledge

The answer to this deception is simple: knowledge of the truth. Sheep must be fed the pure Word of God, not man’s philosophy. They must be taught what giving really meant in the Law and what it means in Christ.

When we go back to the commandments, we see that giving was about honor, justice, and provision — not manipulation. God’s Word on giving was never about enriching a man but about supporting His work and caring for His people.

This book, therefore, is not written to attack anyone. It is written to enlighten the sheep. It is written to bring clarity where there has been confusion, truth where there has been deception, and freedom where there has been bondage.

⸻

A Call to Discernment

Beloved, do not believe every voice that calls itself a shepherd. Test the spirits. Measure every teaching against the Word of God. If it contradicts God’s Word, reject it — no matter how famous the preacher or how large the crowd.
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