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      Mayami snorted, twin jets of fire shooting from her nostrils, head aching from the way her frill kept snapping upright and vibrating. Given that she'd gone up on the roof to perch and glare at everyone in her family, she didn't scorch anything. Didn't even singe the roof tiles, much as she'd like to. Her whole damn family was a giant pain in her tail. Figure out her hoard this, worthwhile way to spend her time that.

      Like anyone's hoards were actually all that valuable. Old Youneda collected teapots of all things. Sure, they were occasionally worth something but mostly he just lay around drinking tea and sunning his fat belly. Stupid Ami claiming that Mayami was doomed to be a nobody doing nothing because she didn't have a 'proper' hoard yet.

      Like Ami's hoard of silver spoons was worth bothering with. Easily packed, maybe, which was a darn good thing. Sooner she packed them all up and left home the happier Mayami would be. Of course, Kanoko would just start crying the instant Ami talked about her scholarship for college which set off Rio and then Natsuko would be yelling at all of them but especially Mayami.

      "You're in a terrible mood."

      Mayami turned and glowered at her best friend Shinji, hovering on his spelled float-board at its very highest level. Put his head three inches below the tip of her tail. He grinned at her. Then raised both eyebrows and sighed before looking into the backyard where Mayami's clutchmates were chattering together as they built a stack of logs for a bonfire.

      "They're nagging about the hoard thing again, aren't they?" Shinji said in a flat enough tone that it wasn't a question.

      "When don't they?" Mayami replied. "Come on. Let's go."

      She flung herself off the roof, not towards the backyard but towards the front yard and the street. Their little cul-de-sac was quiet enough that she could get away with it. In busier parts of town, she'd smack right into a truck before she got a good glide going. Not here. The only trucks that came through were old Felix's battered pickup truck and delivery trucks hauling in books for Fuwa.

      Now there was a really stupid idea for a hoard. There was only so much room for books and Fuwa couldn't seem to stop buying more and more. She'd seen his house. It was a miracle that he had room to turn around in there. Mayami'd bet anything that he had to sleep on top of his books and that just wasn't any good for keeping them in shape.

      Mayami snorted jets of flame as Shinji flew after her on his float-board. She grinned to hear her clutchmates shouting at her for leaving and then flew three times faster when her mother shouted at her to fly her tail right back to the house and spend time with her siblings.

      As if.

      They were being rude. Mayami didn't have to deal with that, no matter what everyone else said. She flicked her wings and went higher, up far enough that she was above the streetlights. Underneath her, Shinji skimmed along the street, dodging trash cans put out for collection and recycling bins. That was what she should hoard. Stupid things like stuff taken from recycling bins. It'd piss everyone off and then she could collect the memories of how disgusted everyone was.

      Except no, that was gross. Why would she want someone else's trash? Yuck.

      Why was it such a big deal what she collected anyway? If she had a hoard she couldn't go flying with Shinji all the time. She'd be stuck working and buying things or at least making them. Boring, boring, boring!

      Shinji signaled Mayami before peeling off and heading up an alley between the old 7-11 that'd been converted into an apothecary and the little woodworking shop the dryads up in the wilds had set up with the help of the elves. Another turn had them racing each other up the street towards the bay and yeah, that was the ticket.
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