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    Online Resources


    With our test prep books, we also provide Online Resources to help you in your test prep journey! With this book, you can access - 


    

      	
Conquer the GRE: Stress Management and a Perfect Study Plan - This stress management e-book is specially designed for test-takers to manage the stress experienced when preparing for the GRE. It includes:•   	Stress Management Techniques

•   	A 6-month Study Plan

•   	An 8-week Study Plan

•   	Practical Tips to get a good score on the GRE




      	 Answer Sheets - With the help of answer sheets, you will be able to implement your learnings and practice writing high-scoring essays.



    


    To access the e-book, follow the steps below:


    

      	Go to www.vibrantpublishers.com


      	Click on the ‘Online Resources’ option on the Home Page


      	Login by entering your account details (or Create an Account if you don’t have one)


      	
Go to the Test Prep section and click on the ‘GRE Analytical Writing Supreme: Solutions to the Real Essay Topics’ link and get your e-book!



    


    Have fun learning!


  



    Customer Reviews on Amazon.com (5 Star Ratings)


    (GRE Analytical Writing: Solutions to the Real Essay Topics - Book 1)


    This new edition of GRE Analytical Writing by Vibrant Publishers has 60 solved AWA essays. Most of the solutions are bang on! All these topics are from the oﬃcial GRE essay list, so the probability of one of these essays coming in your actual GRE is very high. In fact, in my GRE, I was asked one of the issue topics that was already solved in this book. Having already read the solution had two advantages, 1) I had a good idea of how to go about writing the essay and 2) I felt a lot more conﬁdent, and all my exam stress went away. I will give this book 5 stars!


    Great book to help prepare for the GRE essays!! Very helpful strategies, and the essays are also detailed. I have read through only a few topics as yet but will deﬁnitely read through all of them. If I get the time to read all the 60 Issues and Arguments, there’ll be no looking back. I am glad I made this purchase.


    Good book. Each topic is followed by multiple pointers to help you construct the essay. A sample essay is also provided for reference. But what I liked the most about the book is they covered over sixty writing topics. Great for practice.


    The book starts with an introduction to the analytical writing section, then explains an Analyze an Issue task and Analyze an Argument task, including scoring patterns for both. It gives strategies for writing Issue and Argument tasks. It then takes 30 Issue topics and guides us to write an essay on each of those topics. Strategies include how to interpret the topic, diﬀerent positions that can be taken for the topic in question, ways to support the position you take, examples, and more. At the end, a sample essay is also given which can be used as a benchmark. After the Issue topics, 30 Argument topics are covered. Again, each topic is followed by strategies and a sample essay. The author has addressed many possible positions of an Issue, assumptions in an argument, the evidence required and questions to be answered, making the writing task look easy as pie.


    Customer Reviews on Amazon.com (5 Star Ratings) 


    (GRE Analytical Writing: Solutions to the Real Essay Topics - Book 2)


    This is an excellent book for GRE Analytical Writing exams. I found this book to be very comprehensive about all aspects of Analytical Writing.


    In terms of example essays: there are some very good and well written essays, but at the same time I felt there were some first-person essays that I could have improved upon. Overall, it gives you a good idea about different types of writing styles and essays that are needed for passing the GRE Analytical Writing.


    This book was a great buy and a must-read for all GRE test takers. The content in the book was useful, thought provoking, and I have several ideas to work with now. In addition, the content is presented well too.


    I found very few books that focus on the GRE writing section; and of those, I prefer this book.


    I bought this for myself and I had no problem with the Quant section of the GRE and the verbal prep was not bad either. I didn’t know anything about the Analytical writing section as I had kept the prep for this section towards the end. Glad I made this purchase now I feel much more confident than I was a week ago. One more week for my real test hope to see a 5 at least in the GRE.


    The author has done a fantastic job. The elaborate explanation of each topic helped me immensely, I could gather my thoughts, streamline them and put them into appropriate words. Highly recommended .

    
    
     What experts say about this book!

     
     
    The GRE Analytical Writing Supreme: Solutions to Real Essay Topics is a fantastic guide for those looking to take the GRE. It provides excellent examples of essays and gives test takers practical information to help them obtain higher test scores. The book is fairly comprehensive and should be easy to use for anyone. Would make an excellent addition for the library’s test prep section. 


– Jes Carter, Idaho Falls Public Library 
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    Dear Student, 


    Thank you for purchasing GRE Analytical Writing Supreme: Solutions to the Real Essay Topics. We are committed to publishing books that are content-rich, concise and approachable enabling more students to read and make the fullest use of them. We hope this book provides the most enriching learning experience as you prepare for your GRE exam.


    Should you have any questions or suggestions, feel free to email us at reachus@vibrantpublishers.com


    Thanks again for your purchase. Good luck for your GRE!


    – Vibrant Publishers Team
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    Introduction to the Analytical Writing Measure


    The Analytical Writing Measure is intended to assess your ability to think critically and write effectively about a topic while following specific directions. You will not need any specific content knowledge to complete either task in this portion of the test. The purpose of both writing pieces is to determine your readiness to perform appropriately at the graduate level.  


    During this portion of the test, you will complete two writing tasks that are complementary in nature: Analyze an Issue and Analyze an Argument. For each task, you will have 30 minutes to read the prompt and directions and to plan and execute your response.  


    During the Analyze an Issue task, you will write persuasively as you express your point of view on the selected topic, which may be in the form of an opinion, a recommendation, a claim and reason, or the presentation of two points of view. It is important to read the directions carefully to ensure that your response is addressing the prompt correctly and to enable you to receive the highest score. 


    During the Analyze an Argument task, you will evaluate an argument to determine the strength of the facts and assumptions that it presents. You may be asked to evaluate the evidence to determine if the assumptions are correct, formulate questions that will need to be answered before determining if the assumptions are correct, what further evidence is necessary before the argument can be declared correct, or what steps should be completed before accepting a recommended course of action. As in the Analyze an Issue task, in the Analyze an Argument task, reading and following the directions carefully is the best way to ensure that you receive a high score for your efforts.


    Strategies for Completing Analytical Writing Measure


    Each portion of the writing measure is 30 minutes long. In that period of time, you must read the statement or brief passage and the directions for creating your response, plan how you want to respond, and write your essay. If you spend too much time taking notes and organizing your thoughts, you may not have enough time to finish writing your essay. On the other hand, completing a prewriting activity sufficiently will help you write your essay more quickly. Budgeting your time is crucial and responding to some of the prompts published on the ETS site, ets.org will help you to do that. Although the GRE readers are aware of the time limit and that your essay is essentially a draft, they will expect you to perform at a high level. Leave a few minutes at the end of each writing section to review your essay for errors in spelling, grammar, usage, and sentence structure


  



  

   


    

      Chapter 1


			 Overview of the GRE General Test


    


     




    The Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) General Test, while previously required for admission to most graduate programs, is now a part of a larger picture. A strong GRE score can provide evidence of strong scholarship on an application. This book is designed to prepare students for the GRE General Test. The GRE revised General Test was renamed in 2016 and is now known as the GRE General Test, but the content and scoring of the test remain the same. Note that some graduate programs require applicants to take specialized GRE Subject Tests which will not be covered in this book. Before preparing to take the GRE, please review the admissions criteria for the programs that you are interested in applying to so that you know whether you need to take subject tests in addition to the GRE General Test. To learn more about subject tests, visit the Subject Tests section at ets.org.


    The GRE General Test is not designed to measure your knowledge of specific fields. It does not measure your ability to be successful in your career or even in school. It does, however, give a reasonably accurate indication of your capabilities in certain key areas for graduate-level work, such as your ability to understand complex written material, your understanding of basic mathematics, your ability to interpret data, and your capacity for reasoning and critical thinking. By using this book to prepare for the GRE General Test, you will not only improve your chances of scoring well on the test, you will also help to prepare yourself for graduate-level study.


    Format of the GRE General Test


    The GRE General Test is offered as a computer-delivered test throughout the year. Post-Covid, ETS provides test-takers with the option to take the test from home. 


    Whether you are taking the GRE General Test at the testing center or at home, the format of the test will essentially be the same. The GRE General Test At Home follows the same format as the computer-delivered version of the GRE General Test. The test consists of three main components: Analytical Writing, Verbal Reasoning, and Quantitative Reasoning. The total time for the test will be about 3 hours 45 minutes. 


    The first section of the test is always the Analytical Writing component which is broken into two sections. In the first section, you will be asked to write an argumentative essay that takes a position on an issue of general interest. In the second section, you will be asked to analyze an argument for logical validity and soundness. You will be given 30 minutes for each section.


    The remainder of the test will be split between sections devoted to Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning. There will be two sections devoted to Verbal Reasoning, and another two devoted to Quantitative Reasoning. You will be given 30 minutes to complete each section of Verbal Reasoning and 35 minutes to complete each section of Quantitative Reasoning. Each section will contain 20 questions. At any point during the test, you may be given an unscored section on either Verbal or Quantitative Reasoning; since this section will not be identified, it is important that you try your best at all times. Also, it is possible that you will be asked to complete a research section that will allow ETS to test the efficacy of new questions. If you are given a research section, it will appear at the end of your General Test. Unscored and research sections may vary in the number of questions and time allotted.


    Outline of the GRE General Test


    The Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning sections of the GRE General Test are  section-level adaptive. This means that the computer will adapt the test to your performance. Since there are two sections each for Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning, the difficulty of the second section will depend on how well you did in the first section. The overall format of the GRE General Test will be as follows:


    

      

        

        

        

      

      

        
          	
            Component

          
          	
            Number of Questions

          
          	
            Time Allowed

          
        


        
          	
            Analytical Writing

            (2 sections)

          
          	
            1 Analyze an Issue

            1 Analyze an Argument

          
          	
            30 minutes

            30 minutes

          
        


        
          	
            Verbal Reasoning

            (2 sections)

          
          	
            20 questions per section

          
          	
            30 minutes per section

          
        


        
          	
            Quantitative Reasoning

            (2 sections)

          
          	
            20 questions per section

          
          	
            35 minutes per section

          
        


        
          	
            Unscored Section 

          
          	
            Variable 

          
          	
            Variable

          
        


        
          	
            Research Section

          
          	
            Variable 

          
          	
            Variable

          
        


        
          	
          	
          	
            Total Time: 3 hours 45 minutes

          
        


      

    


    Note that the GRE General Test At Home follows the same format as the computer-delivered version of the GRE General Test.


    While taking the GRE General Test, here are some things to remember:


    

      	You can review and preview questions within a section, allowing you to budget your time to deal with the questions that you find most difficult.


      	You will be able to mark questions within a section and return to them later. This means that if you find a question especially difficult, you will be able to move on to other questions and return to the one that you had trouble with, provided that you stay within the time limit for the section.


      	You will be able to change or edit your answers within a section. This means that if you realize that you made a mistake, you can go back and correct yourself provided you stay within the time limit for the section.


      	You will have an on-screen calculator during the Quantitative Reasoning portions of the test, allowing you to quickly complete any necessary computations.


    


    The following section will briefly introduce the three main components of the GRE General Test.


    Analytical Writing Assessment


    The first section of the GRE General Test is the Analytical Writing Assessment. This component of the GRE is designed to test your ability to use basic logic and critical reasoning to make and assess arguments. The Analytical Writing Assessment is broken into two assignments, each of which must be completed within 30 minutes. In the first assignment, you will be asked to develop a position on an issue of general interest. You will be given an issue and a prompt with some specific instructions on how to approach the assigned issue. You will be expected to take a position on the issue and then write a clear, persuasive, and logically sound essay defending your position in correct English. You will be assessed based on your ability to effectively defend your positions with supporting evidence and valid reasoning, your skill in organizing your thoughts, and your command of English. In the second assignment, you will be presented with a passage in which the author sketches an argument for their position on an issue. Here, you will be expected to write an essay that critically evaluates their argument in terms of the evidence they use and the logical validity of their reasoning. You will be assessed based on your ability to parse the author’s argument and effectively point out the strengths and weaknesses of their reasoning using good organization and correct English.


    

      

        

        

        

      

      

        
          	
            Task

          
          	
            Time Allowed

          
          	
            Answer Format

          
        


        
          	
            Analyze an Issue

          
          	
            30 minutes

          
          	
            Short essay on an issue of general interest that clearly and carefully addresses the prompt

          
        


        
          	
            Analyze an      Argument

          
          	
            30 minutes

          
          	
            Short essay that analyzes another person’s argument for validity, soundness, and supporting evidence

          
        


      

    


    The Analytical Writing assessment tests your ability to:


    

      	Coherently develop complex ideas


      	Write in a focused, organized manner


      	Identify relevant evidence and use it to support your claims


      	Critically evaluate another person’s argument for clarity and effectiveness


      	Command the elements of standard written English


    


    Verbal Reasoning


    The Verbal Reasoning portion of the GRE assesses your reading comprehension, your ability to draw inferences to fill in missing information, and your vocabulary. You will be given two sections on Verbal Reasoning, each consisting of 20 questions and lasting 30 minutes. Verbal Reasoning questions on the GRE General Test are mostly multiple-choice and will be drawn from the following three types: Reading Comprehension, Text Completion, and Sentence Equivalence. Reading Comprehension questions will ask you to read a short passage several paragraphs long, and then answer questions about the passage. Text Completion questions will have a short passage with 1-3 blanks which you will need to fill in by choosing the best of several multiple-choice options. The Sentence Equivalence section will ask you to fill in the blank in a passage using the two words that will complete the sentence in such a way that the meaning will be as similar as possible. 


    

      

        

        

        

      

      

        
          	
            Time

          
          	
            Question Type

          
          	
            Answer Format

          
        


        
          	
            You will have 30 minutes to complete the entire section, which will include a mixture of different question types

          
          	
            Reading Comprehension

          
          	
            Multiple choice: select one answer choice

            Multiple choice: select one or more answer choices

            Highlight a section of text

          
        


        
          	
            Text Completion

          
          	
            Multiple choice: fill in one or more blanks to complete the text

          
        


        
          	
            Sentence Equivalence

          
          	
            Multiple choice: select the two options that produce two sentences with the most similar meanings

          
        


      

    


    The Verbal Reasoning section tests your ability to:


    

      	Comprehend, interpret and analyze complex passages in standard written English


      	Apply sophisticated vocabulary in context


      	Draw inferences about the meaning and authorial intent based on written material


    


    Quantitative Reasoning


    The Quantitative Reasoning section of the GRE evaluates your ability to use basic mathematics, read and interpret graphs and figures and engage in basic reasoning involving math and numbers. You will be given two sections on Quantitative Reasoning with 20 questions in each section. You will have 35 minutes to complete each section. There are two basic question types, multiple-choice and numerical entry. For multiple-choice questions, you will be asked to choose the best answer or answers from several possibilities; for numerical entry questions, you will be asked to enter a numerical answer from your own calculations. Some questions will be designed to test your knowledge of basic algebra and geometry; others will be designed to test your ability to read and interpret different presentations of data. 


    

      

        

        

        

      

      

        
          	
            Time

          
          	
            Question Type

          
          	
            Answer Format

          
        


        
          	
            You will have 35 minutes to complete the entire section, which will include a mixture of different question types

          
          	
            Multiple Choice

          
          	
            Select one answer choice

            Select one or more answer choices

          
        


        
          	
            Numeric Entry

          
          	
            Solve the problem through calculation and enter a numeric value

          
        


        
          	
            Quantitative Comparison

          
          	
            Evaluate two quantities to decide whether one is greater than the other, whether they are equal, or whether a relationship cannot be determined

          
        


        
          	
            Data Interpretation

          
          	
            Multiple choice: choose the best answer or answers

            Numeric entry: enter a value

          
        


      

    


    The Quantitative Reasoning section tests your ability to:


    

      	Use mathematical tools such as basic arithmetic, geometry, algebra and statistics


      	Understand, interpret and analyze quantitative information


      	Apply basic mathematical and data interpretation skills to real-world information and problems


    


    On-screen Calculator


    

      [image: ]

    


    The on-screen calculator in the GRE is a handy tool for you to make computations faster. However, you should only use the calculator for complex equations that will take a longer time to do manually such as square roots, addition, subtraction, and multiplication of numbers with several digits.


    Guidelines for using the on-screen calculator


    

      	The on-screen calculator follows the order of operations (PEMDAS). This means that it computes equations in the following order - parentheses, exponentiation (including square roots), multiplication and division (left to right), addition and subtraction (left to right). So, for an equation like 2 + 3 * 6, the on-screen calculator will give the answer 20 but some calculators will give the answer 30 as they first add 2 and 3 and get 5 which is multiplied by 6 to get the final answer 30.


      	The Transfer Display button will be useful for Numeric Entry questions. The button will transfer the number on your calculator display to the numeric entry answer box. But remember to check the transferred answer as sometimes you may be required to round up your answer; adjust it accordingly.


      	The Memory Recall (MR), Memory Clear (MC), and Memory Sum (M+) buttons work as per normal calculators.


    


    Registering for the GRE 


    Before you register to take the GRE, be sure to consider your schedule and any special accommodations that you may need. Be aware that the availability of testing dates may vary according to your location. Be sure to give yourself plenty of time to prepare for the GRE and be sure that you know the deadlines for score reporting and application deadlines for all the schools you are applying to. For general information about deadlines and the GRE, visit the GRE section at ets.org. For more information on how to register for the GRE, visit the Register for the GRE section at ets.org. For information on special accommodations for disabled students, visit the Disabilities or Health-related Needs section on ets.org.


    If you are taking the GRE General Test At Home, there are certain equipment, environment, and testing space requirements that you need to fulfill before you can start the registration process. For more information on these requirements, read the At Home Testing section on ets.org. 


    How the GRE General Test is Scored


    Scoring for the Analytical Writing Section


    In the Analytical Writing section, you will be scored on a scale of 0-6 in increments of 0.5. The Analytical Writing measure emphasizes your ability to engage in reasoning and critical thinking over your facility with the finer points of grammar. The highest scores of 5.5-6.0 are given to work that is generally superior in every respect - sustained analysis of complex issues, coherent argumentation, and excellent command of the English language. The lowest scores of 0.0-0.5 are given to work that is completely off-topic or so poorly composed as to be incoherent.


    Scoring for the Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning Sections 


    The Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning sections are now scored on a scale of 130-170 in 1-point increments.


    General Strategies for Taking the GRE


    There are strategies you can apply that will greatly increase your odds of performing well on the GRE. The following is a list of strategies that will help to improve your chances of performing well on the GRE:


    

      	Review basic concepts in math, logic, and writing.


      	Work through the test-taking strategies offered in this book.


      	Work through mock GRE tests until you feel thoroughly comfortable with the types of questions you will see.


      	As you are studying for the GRE, focus your energy on the types of questions that give you the most difficulty.


      	Learn to guess wisely. For many of the questions in the Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning Sections, the correct answer is in front of you - you only need to correctly identify it. Especially for questions that you find difficult, you should hone your ability to dismiss the options that are clearly wrong and make an educated guess about which one is right.


      	Answer every question. You won’t lose any points for choosing the wrong answer, so even a wild guess that might or might not be right is better than no answer at all.


    


    Preparing for Test Day and Taking the GRE


    How you prepare for the test is completely up to you and will depend on your own test-taking preferences and the amount of time you can devote to studying for the test. At the very least, before you take the test, you should know the basics of what is covered on the test along with the general guidelines for taking the GRE. This book is designed to provide you with the basic information you need and give you the opportunity to prepare thoroughly for the GRE General Test. 


    Although there is no set way to prepare for the GRE, as a general rule you will want to:


    

      	Learn the basics about the test - what is being tested, the format, and how the test is administered.


      	Familiarize yourself with the specific types of questions that you will see on the GRE General Test.


      	Review skills such as basic math, reading comprehension, and writing.


      	Learn about test-taking strategies.


      	Take a mock GRE test to practice applying your test-taking skills to an actual test.


    


    Remember, you don’t need to spend an equal amount of time on each of these areas to do well on the GRE - allot your study time to your own needs and preferences. Following are some suggestions to help you make the final preparations for your test, and help you through the test itself.


    Preparing for Test Day


    

      	In the time leading up to your test, practice, then practice some more. Practice until you are confident with the material.


      	
Know when your test is, and when you need to be at the testing center or in front of your computer at home. 


      	Make a “practice run” to your testing center, so that you can anticipate how much time you will need to allow to get there. For the At Home test, make sure to sign in at least 15 minutes before the test.


      	Understand the timing and guidelines for the test and plan accordingly. Remember that you are not allowed to eat or drink while taking the GRE, although you will be allowed to snack or drink during some of the short breaks during testing. Plan accordingly.


      	Know exactly what documentation you will need to bring with you to the testing center. If you are testing at home, you will have to provide a valid government-issued identification document as well.


      	Relax, especially on the day or night before your test. If you have studied and practiced wisely, you will be well prepared for the test. You may want to briefly glance over some test preparation materials but cramming the night before will not be productive.


      	Eat well and get a good night’s sleep. You will want to be well-rested for the test.


    


    The Test Day


    

      	Wake up early to give yourself plenty of time to eat a healthy breakfast, gather the necessary documentation, pack a snack and a water bottle, and make it to the testing center well before your test is scheduled to start.


      	Have confidence: You’ve prepared well for the test, and there won’t be any big surprises. You may not know the answers to some questions, but the format will be exactly like what you’ve been practicing.


      	While you are taking the test, don’t panic. The test is timed, and students often worry that they will run out of time and miss too many questions. The sections of the test are designed so that many students will not finish them, so don’t worry if you don’t think you can finish a section on time. Just try to answer as many questions as you can, as accurately as possible.


      	If there’s a question you’re not sure of, don’t panic—the GRE test allows you to skip and return to questions when you are ready, so take advantage of that. Remember, the value of each easy question is the same as the hard questions!


      	Remember the strategies and techniques that you learn from this book and apply them wherever possible.


    


    Frequently Asked Questions


    General Questions


    What changes have been made to the GRE General Test post Covid-19?


    Due to Covid-19 restrictions, test-takers are now able to take the GRE General Test at home. Content and scoring have remained the same. Study materials that reference the GRE General Test are still valid and may be used for test preparation.


    Can I take the GRE test at home?


    Yes. ETS now provides students with the option to take the test from home. If your local test centers are closed or you prefer a familiar testing environment, you can take the GRE from home. You will have to check the equipment, environment, and testing-space requirements for the at-home test and whether it’s an option for you. For detailed information on the requirements for the home test, check the At Home Testing section at ets.org.


    Are there any changes in the format and content of the GRE test due to COVID-19?


    No. The format and content of the GRE General Test remains the same. 


    How do I get ready to take the GRE General Test?


    To take the GRE General Test, there are several steps you’ll need to take:


    

      	Find out what prospective graduate/professional programs require: Does the program you’re interested in require additional testing beyond the GRE General Test? What is the deadline for receipt of scores?


      	Sign up for a test date. You need to sign up for any GRE testing. Act in a timely manner so that you have plenty of time to prepare and are guaranteed that your scores will be sent and received on time. For the in-center test, testing dates are much more restricted, so if you know that you will need to take the GRE General Test at the center, make arrangements well in advance of the application deadline for your program. There are additional requirements if you’re taking the test at home, so make sure to check the requirements well in advance.


      	Use resources provided by ETS and Vibrant Publishers to familiarize yourself with the format of the GRE and the types of questions you will face. Even if you are confident about taking the test, it is essential to prepare for the test.


    


    Does the GRE General Test measure my proficiency in specific subject areas?


    No. The GRE General Test is designed to measure general proficiency in reading, critical reasoning, and working with data, all abilities that are critical to graduate work. However, you won’t be tested on your knowledge of any specific field.


    Where can I get additional information on the GRE General Test?


    Educational Testing Service (ETS), the organization that administers the GRE, has an informative website entirely devoted to information about the test at the GRE section at ets.org. There, you can find links that further explain how to sign up for testing, fees, score reporting and much more.


    Preparing for the Test


    How should I start to prepare for the test?


    The first thing you should do is thoroughly familiarize yourself with the format of the GRE General Test. Read about each section of the test, how many questions are there per section, and the required format for answers. You can find general information about the structure of the test earlier in this chapter.


    How do I prepare for the questions I will be asked on the GRE General Test?


    There are plenty of resources by Vibrant Publishers, including this book to help you prepare for the questions you will face on the GRE General Test. A list of books is provided at the beginning of this book. For the most updated list, you may visit the Test Prep Series section on www.vibrantpublishers.com.


    How much should I study/practice for the GRE?


    Study and practice until you feel comfortable with the test. Practice, practice and practice some more until you feel confident about test day!!


    Are there additional materials I can use to get even more practice?


    Yes. ETS offers a free full-length practice test that can be downloaded from the GRE section at ets.org. Also, after you have signed up for testing through ETS, you are eligible for some further test preparation materials free of additional charge.


    Test Content


    How long is the GRE General Test?


    The overall testing time is about 3 hours and 45 minutes.


    What skills does the GRE test?


    In general, the GRE is designed to test your proficiency in certain key skills that you will need for graduate-level study. More specifically:


    

      	
The Analytical Writing section tests your ability to write about complex ideas in a coherent, focused fashion as well as your ability to command the conventions of standard written English, provide and evaluate relevant evidence, and critique other points of view.



      	
The Verbal Reasoning section is an assessment of your ability to understand, interpret and analyze complex passages, use reasoning to draw inferences about written material, and use sophisticated vocabulary in context.



      	
The Quantitative Reasoning section is an assessment of basic, high school-level mathematical skills and knowledge, as well as your ability to analyze and interpret data



    


    What level of math is required for the Quantitative Reasoning section?


    You will be expected to know high school level math - arithmetic, and basic concepts in algebra and geometry. You will also be expected to be able to analyze and interpret data presented in tables and graphs.


    Scoring and Score Reporting


    How are the sections of the GRE General Test scored?


    The GRE General Test is scored as follows:


    

      	
The scores of the Verbal Reasoning section are done in 1-point increments on a scale of 130-170.



      	
The scores of the Quantitative Reasoning section are done in 1-point increments on a scale of 130-170.



      	
The scores of the Analytical Writing section are done in increments of 0.5 on a scale of 0-6.



    


    When will my score be reported?


    It depends on which version of the test you are taking, and also when you decide to take the GRE General Test. In general, scores for the computer-based version of the test are reported within two weeks; for the paper-based test, they are reported within six weeks. Check the GRE section at ets.org for updates on score reporting and deadlines.


    When will my score be reported?


    It depends on when you decide to take the GRE General Test. In general, scores for the test are reported in 10-15 days. You can find your scores in your official ETS account.  An email notification from ETS is sent when the test scores are made available. ETS will also send an official Institution Score Report to the institutions you’ve chosen to send the test scores to.


    Check the GRE section at ets.org for updates on score reporting and deadlines.


    How long will my scores be valid?


    Your score for the GRE General Test will remain valid for five years.


    Other Questions


    Do business schools accept the GRE instead of the GMAT?


    An increasing number of business schools accept the GRE as a substitute for the more standard test for admission to an MBA program, the GMAT. Before you decide to take the GRE instead of the GMAT, make sure that the programs you are interested in applying to will accept the GRE. You can find a list of business schools that currently accept the GRE in the GRE section at ets.org.


    How is the GRE administered?


    The GRE is administered continuously year-round at designated testing centers, where you can take the test free from distraction in a secure environment that discourages cheating. The GRE Test At Home is also available for those who are more comfortable in a familiar environment. For information on testing centers in your area and important dates, visit the GRE section at ets.org.		


    I have a disability that requires me to ask for special accommodation while taking the test - what sort of accommodation is offered?


    ETS does accommodate test-takers with disabilities. For information on procedures, visit the  GRE Disabilities and Health-related Needs section at ets.org.


    Will there be breaks during testing?


    Yes. You will be given an optional 10-minute break after the third section of the test and one-minute breaks between the remaining sections. 


    Will I be given scratch paper?


    Yes. The test administrator will provide you with scratch paper to use during the test, which has to be returned to the testing center staff without any pages missing.


    For the At Home test, you cannot use regular notepaper. You may use either of the following materials:


    

      	One small desktop whiteboard with an erasable marker.


      	A sheet of paper placed inside a transparent sheet protector. You can write on this with an erasable marker.


    


    At the end of the test, you will need to show the proctor that all notes you took during the test have been erased.


    Should I bring a calculator to the test?


    No. There will be an on-screen calculator for you to use.  


  



  

     


    

      Chapter 2


      Analyze an Issue Task


    


     


    As you complete this task, you will have an opportunity to express your point of view on an issue. Because it is essentially your opinion, there is no “correct” answer. You must, however, support your point of view with sufficient evidence to show the strength of your argument. You may agree completely with the statement about the issue, partially agree with it, or completely disagree with it. Be certain you stay on topic and follow the directions carefully.


    For example, you might be presented with a statement similar to the following:


    It is always best to look before you leap.


    One interpretation of this statement is that one should consider potential consequences before taking any action. The directions may instruct you to write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. If you agree with the statement, you should recall examples from your reading, your studies, or your own experience that support your position. Think about Holden Caulfield’s actions in The Catcher in the Rye. His impulsive decision to spend some time alone in New York City before going home after his expulsion from Pencey Prep had unsatisfactory consequences. You may have taken some action in your own life that you regretted afterward. On the other hand, you may disagree with the statement. Early explorers like Christopher Columbus had little idea about what they would find as they set out in their relatively small sailing vessels. If they had thought only about the dangers of their ventures, the new world would have been discovered much later. You can also take a qualified approach by agreeing with the statement to some extent. Remember, the best approach to a given prompt is the one you can argue the best. The GRE essay readers are trained to evaluate a wide variety of approaches to the issue and evaluate them on their strengths and weaknesses and not on the opinion expressed. 


    The following is a comprehensive list of the instructions that can accompany the statements in the Analyze an Issue task.


    

      	Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


      	Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.


      	Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.


      	Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.


      	Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reasons upon which that claim is based.


      	Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.


    


    You may have had some experience with writing persuasively in high school or college, but you do not need to worry about employing specific rhetorical devices to receive a high score. It is important to stay on topic, present your argument in a coherent and cohesive manner, and to acknowledge counterarguments to strengthen your own. You should also make every attempt to use correct grammar, mechanics, and a variety of sentence structures to improve the fluency of your essay. The scoring guide that follows is reprinted from the Practice Book for the GRE Revised General Test, developed by the Educational Testing Service.


    Scoring Guide


    Score 6


    In addressing the specific task directions, a 6 response presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.


    A typical response in this category:


    

      	articulates a clear and insightful position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task


      	develops the position fully with compelling reasons and/or persuasive examples


      	sustains a well-focused, well-organized analysis, connecting ideas logically


      	conveys ideas fluently and precisely, using effective vocabulary and sentence variety


      	demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English (i.e., grammar, usage and mechanics), but may have minor errors


    


    Score 5


    In addressing the specific task directions, a 5 response presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the issue and conveys meaning clearly.


    A typical response in this category:


    

      	presents a clear and well-considered position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task


      	develops the position with logically sound reasons and/or well-chosen examples


      	is focused and generally well organized, connecting ideas appropriately


      	conveys ideas clearly and well, using appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety


      	demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English but may have minor errors


    


    Score 4


    In addressing the specific task directions, a 4 response presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning with acceptable clarity.


    A typical response in this category:


    

      	presents a clear position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task


      	develops the position with relevant reasons and/or examples


      	is adequately focused and organized


      	demonstrates sufficient control of language to express ideas with reasonable clarity


      	generally, demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written English but may have some errors


    


    Score 3


    A 3 response demonstrates some competence in addressing the specific task directions, in analyzing the issue and in conveying meaning, but is obviously flawed.


    A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:


    

      	is vague or limited in addressing the specific task directions and/or in presenting or developing a position on the issue


      	is weak in the use of relevant reasons or examples or relies largely on unsupported claims


      	is poorly focused and/or poorly organized


      	has problems in language and sentence structure that result in a lack of clarity


      	contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar, usage or mechanics that can interfere with meaning


    


    Score 2


    A 2 response largely disregards the specific task directions and/or demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing.


    A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:


    

      	is unclear or seriously limited in addressing the specific task directions and/or in presenting or developing a position on the issue


      	provides few, if any, relevant reasons or examples in support of its claims


      	is unfocused and/or disorganized


      	has serious problems in language and sentence structure that frequently interfere with meaning


      	contains serious errors in grammar, usage or mechanics that frequently obscure meaning


    


    Score 1


    A 1 response demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.


    A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:


    

      	provides little or no evidence of understanding the issue


      	provides little evidence of the ability to develop an organized response (i.e., is extremely disorganized and/ or extremely brief)


      	has severe problems in language and sentence structure that persistently interfere with meaning


      	contains pervasive errors in grammar, usage or mechanics that result in incoherence


    


    Score 0


    A typical response in this category is off-topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to respond to the assigned topic), is in a foreign language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters, or is illegible or non-verbal.


    The Analyze an Issue task presents you with a statement that expresses a point of view about a topic of general interest. The statement is followed by a set of specific instructions that will determine the manner in which you respond. You may find yourself agreeing or disagreeing with the statement almost immediately. How you feel about the statement is not important, but you will be expected to present a strongly developed case from your own point of view. As you think about your own point of view, consider other perspectives as well. Before you begin to write, read the instructions carefully. Take some brief notes, list some questions that the issue generates, and organize your ideas in a logical manner. This task will assess your ability to think critically and write clearly, using varied and accurate vocabulary, a meaningful variety of sentence structures, and correct grammar, spelling, and usage.


    General Strategies 


    

      	Restate the issue in a way that makes sense to you.


      	You could also determine what question is being answered by the statement Creating a question may help you determine your position on the issue. If someone were to ask you this question, would you say yes, no, or maybe?


      	Next, create a statement that expresses the opposing viewpoint, using language similar to that of the original statement.


      	Think about alternative viewpoints. Is there another way to look at this issue? Can you qualify the original recommendation in some way? How can you answer all or some of the questions that you generated earlier?


      	
From here, you must decide which point of view to address in your essay. Before you decide, carefully consider the following questions. You will have addressed several of them in the exercises you will perform below. 
	What, precisely, is the central issue?

	What precisely are the instructions asking me to do?

	Do I agree with all or any part of the claim? Why or why not?

	Does the claim make certain assumptions? If so, are they reasonable?

	Is the claim valid only under certain conditions? If so, what are they?

	Do I need to explain how I interpret certain terms or concepts used in the claim?

	If I take a certain position on the issue, what reasons support my position?

	What examples - either real or hypothetical - could I use to illustrate those reasons and advance my point of view? Which examples are the most compelling?






      	
Once you have decided on a position to defend, consider the perspectives of others who might not agree with your position. Ask yourself: 
	What reasons might someone use to refute or undermine my position?

	How should I acknowledge or defend against those views in my essay?






    


    The next step should be listing the main reasons that support your position. Keep in mind that the GRE readers scoring your response are not looking for a “right” answer—in fact, as far as they are concerned, there  is no correct position to take. Instead, the readers are evaluating the skill with which you address the specific instructions and articulate and develop an argument to support your evaluation of the issue.


  



  

	 

	
		

			Chapter 3
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    Issue Task 1 
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    The most effective way to understand contemporary culture is to analyze the trends of its youth.


    Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.
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    Strategies


    

      [image: ]

    


    Restate the Issue: 


    How can you change the statement without changing its meaning?


    In other words: 


    The least effective way to understand contemporary culture is to ignore the trends of its youth. 


    Or: The surest way to misunderstand contemporary culture is to ignore the trends of its youth.


    Determine what question is being answered by the issue statement.


    How can one understand contemporary culture?


    Creating a question will help you to think about how you would respond. Your answer to the question can help you develop your response to the statement.


    Now think about the parts of the statement that provide evidence that you can affirm or refute.


    

      	
most effective – Most is the superlative form of many; nothing is more effective. 



      	
understand – This statement assumes that one can understand contemporary culture.



      	
analyze – Analysis is the process of breaking something down into its components. What are the components of the trends?



      	
youth – What age group specifically? Does the term, youth, extend to those in college?



    


    Opposing statement: 


    The most effective way to understand contemporary culture is not to analyze the trends of its youth.


    Identify the parts of the opposing statement that provide evidence you can refute or affirm.


    not – In this case, the implication is that one should ignore the trends of a culture’s youth. Including those trends might give a false impression of the culture.


    Alternatives:


    Is there another way to look at this issue? Can you qualify the original issue statement in some way?


    New viewpoint: 


    Analyzing the trends of its youth is one component in understanding contemporary culture.


    Identify the parts of the new statement that provide evidence to affirm or refute.


    

      	
one – This implies that there are others.



      	
contemporary – The culture of this time.



    


    Sample Essay
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    The culture of any era is defined by a variety of elements and may be the result of past influences. Analyzing the trends of today’s youth is only one of those elements. One also needs to analyze the kinds of work that adults are pursuing or the activities its senior citizens are participating in. To rely solely on analysis of youth trends is short-sighted. The youth of a culture are heavily influenced by the latest, hottest fad. Their greatest need is to fit in and to be cool. They change their clothes, their hair, and their phones as soon as the newest fashion is featured in print or on television. Their permanence is ephemeral, and their influence may be longer lasting. A big chunk of their time would be spent just keeping up. Anyone attempting to analyze the trends of youth will barely finish before the trends change. 


    The most widely-exposed youth culture of the last half century is that of the 1960’s and 70’s. The youth of that era advised others to tune in, turn on, and drop out. Drugs, sex and rock and roll permeated the culture of youth in those decades. Because burning draft cards and bras was so widely publicized, it would be tempting to believe that all youth behaved in such a manner. That would be a mistake. Despite the presence of SDS chapters, peace rallies and sit-ins on college campuses across the country, most students quietly went about attending classes, graduating and getting traditional jobs. The counterculture of the 60’s and 70’s had its greatest influence on later decades. Those days of rebellion and revolution led to increased opportunities for minorities and women. The young people of that era are now nearing retirement and are living very different lives from the senior citizens of previous generations. They have tuned in, but they have not dropped out. They are healthier, better educated, and leading more active lives than their parents or grandparents did. 


    An analysis of youthful trends reveals what effect advertising has had on a culture’s young people. To fully understand contemporary culture, one must analyze the hopes, fears, and actions of all the groups that comprise it. A culture’s youth is blissfully ignorant of a culture’s realities. The struggle of adults to find satisfying work, to pay the bills, to provide security for themselves and their children define the attitudes and behaviors of contemporary culture. 


    Issue Task 2 
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    When old buildings stand on ground that modern planners feel could be better used for modern purposes, modern development should be given precedence over the preservation of historic buildings.


    Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.
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    Strategies
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    Restate the Issue: 


    In this case, you might reverse the order in which the parts of the issue appear and use a negative phrase.In other words: 


    In other words:


    The preservation of historic buildings should not be given precedence over using the ground they stand on for modern purposes that have a better use. Determine what question is being answered by the issue statement.


    You could also determine what question is being answered by the statement.


    Should the preservation of historic buildings be given precedence over modern development?


    Asking a question may help you to formulate your response to the issue.


    Now think about the parts of the statement that provide evidence that you can affirm or refute.


    

      	
old – This implies outdated or rundown. New is better.



      	
better used – better is a comparative word. It is more than good but less than best.



      	
modern purposes – Modern implies improved. It is the opposite of old-fashioned.



      	
development – This word also has a positive connotation. It implies improvement, evolution.



      	
precedence – Whatever is being proposed is more important than other ideas. It should come ahead of other plans or ideas.



      	
preservation – Again, the connotation is positive. To preserve is to save. 


      	
historic – Something historic is a representation of history. One generally thinks favorably of something that is described as being historic.



    


    Opposing viewpoint: 


    Modern development should not be given precedence over the preservation of historic buildings that stand on ground, which modern planners feel could be better used for modern purposes.


    The only new evidence in the opposing statement is the word not, which simply reverses the original position.


    Alternatives:


    Is there any other way to look at this issue? Can you qualify either of the statements? Are there any cases where one or the other of the statements might be true or not true?


    New viewpoint: 


    When the preservation of historic buildings becomes a financial struggle or the land on which they stand could be used for community betterment, modern development should be given precedence over that preservation.


    Identify parts of the new viewpoint that provide evidence for you to refute or affirm.


    

      	
financial struggle – Surely communities and special interest groups cannot afford to preserve every building of an historic value.



      	
community betterment– This is subjective. What one feels is betterment, another might feel is a detriment to the community. Who decides?



    


    Examples:


    

      	Auschwitz is crumbling. There is strong debate over preserving what remains of the infamous Nazi concentration camp or the suitability of letting the buildings crumble. Is there a better use for this land?


      	Urban renewal generally involves tearing down existing structures to make way for improved buildings to house new business or offices or to improve traffic flow.


    


    Sample Essay
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    The value of any object is subjective. Nostalgia for the simpler life of bygone days causes us to attach more value than appropriate to objects from the past. Historic buildings let us envision the people who lived in them and the daily activities they pursued. However, the needs of communities have changed, and sentiment may need to be discarded to meet those needs. Due to this fact, historic buildings may need to be taken down or otherwise changed to accommodate the needs of the current population. 


    Some cities have found ways to preserve historic buildings by erecting the new ones over them. Their front walls become part of the new façade. The cities’ needs for more office space or apartments have been met and a record of the past has been saved for present and future generations. Many communities in the United States have historical societies who raise money for historic preservation; and, in some cases, old buildings can be listed in the Register of Historic Places and are supported by public funds. The future of projects like these depends on continued interest, and emerging generations may have different priorities. 


    How essential are old buildings in maintaining the character of a place? When one looks at several cities in Europe, he sees a cityscape very different from the one that existed prior to WWII when both Allies and Axis bombs destroyed ancient structures. The citizens of those towns and cities had no choice but to rebuild. Life went on. Currently, there is debate about the future of Auschwitz. What remains of the notorious Nazi concentration camp is in disrepair. Buildings that were not built to last in the first place are crumbling. Maintaining them is costly. Although many countries around the world have donated millions to the preservation of the site, some wonder if allowing the site to return to its pre-WWII state is a more fitting memorial to what happened there. Could the money needed to restore the barracks, the crematoria and to maintain the museum be used in a more appropriate way to teach future generations about the dangers of hatred and prejudice? 


    Modern technology has made the preservation of old buildings and landmarks possible through photographs and video recordings. In fact, it is possible, with the click of a computer mouse, to take virtual tours of places one has never physically visited. These photos and videos live on the World Wide Web forever, and maintenance costs will be minimal. Access to these historic buildings is no longer restricted to those who can make the trip to their physical sites but is available to anyone with an Internet connection. 


    Change for the sake of change is frivolous and usually unnecessary, but towns and cities are challenged to make the best use of the spaces they have. Their needs have changed. A small city may need assisted living quarters for its senior citizens or recreational facilities for its young people. To accomplish this, city planners may have to make difficult choices, some of which could include the razing of old buildings. 


    Issue Task 3 
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    Some people believe that government funding of the arts is necessary to ensure that the arts can flourish and be available to all people. Others believe that government funding of the arts threatens the integrity of the arts.


    Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.
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    Strategies
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    Restate the Issue: 


    Consider each view separately before deciding which of them you most closely agree with.


    Point of view 1: 


    Restate the view by saying what cannot, rather than what can.


    In other words: 


    The arts cannot flourish and be available to all people without government funding of the arts. 


    You might also determine what question is being answered by the statement.


    How can we ensure that the arts can flourish and be available to all people?


    Or: What role should the government play to ensure that the arts can flourish and be available to all people?


    Think about the way that you would answer one or both of these questions to help you determine your position.


    Now identify elements in the statement that provide evidence for you to affirm or refute.


    

      	
Some people – This indicates that the opinion is not unanimous.



      	
necessary – This implies a requirement. Without government funding the arts would not flourish.



      	
flourish – This means to thrive, a stronger action than survival.



      	
available – Another way to say this might be accessible. Art would be accessible or open to all people.



    


    Point of view 2: 


    Restate the view by making it a negative statement.


    In other words: 


    The integrity of the arts cannot survive with government funding.


    You should formulate the question that requires this statement as an answer.


    What effect would government funding have on the integrity of the arts?


    Or: How does government funding threaten the arts?


    Now identify elements in the statement that can provide evidence for you to affirm or refute.


    

      	
others – The implication is that there are two points of view.



      	
threatens – This word always has a negative connotation. The response to a threat is defense.



      	
integrity – One thinks of strength, honesty and wholeness. 


    


    The directions do not allow for alternative positions. Even though you may not be in complete agreement with either of the positions, you must decide which one most closely matches the way you think about the issue. Make certain to acknowledge the opposite viewpoint as you develop your response.


    Sample Essay
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    Some may say, “I don’t care about painters or sculptors”, but the creative arts encompass so much more. It is not strictly high-brow. The artists include writers of fiction, drama, poetry, and journalism. They include composers of country music, Broadway scores, and classical pieces. Many people don’t realize the number of ways that they are exposed to art in their everyday lives. The National Endowment for the Arts supports programs all around the United States that promote exposure to all of the creative arts. The NEA also funds grants for various artists and projects through an application and award process. There is little doubt that, without this organization, children in otherwise culturally-deprived areas of the country would have no introduction to the creative arts. The struggling artist may be a popular stereotype in film and fiction, but the fact of the matter is that new artists in nearly every field do struggle, at least for a time. The NEA allows these artists to apply for grants to help them get a start. 


    However, since it is funded by the government, the NEA budget depends on the whims of Congress. Senators and congressmen also feel entitled to attempt to place restrictions on the type of artwork or artist supported by NEA grants. There arises the paternalistic attitude that says,” If I’m paying for it, I’ll decide how it gets used.” Congress has attempted to censor some forms of artistic expression by claiming that it is pornographic or demeaning to one group or another, even that it is unpatriotic. It is difficult, if not impossible, for an artist to express his vision if that vision is clouded by requirements placed upon it by otherwise well-meaning public servants. 


    What are the alternatives to public funding of the arts? It used to be that gifted artists would have wealthy patrons who were individuals or even the Vatican itself in the case of the sculptor/architect, Bernini. Of course, the Catholic Church placed restrictions on the kinds of work completed. Other patrons generally made demands of the artists they supported as well. The artists, however, did stave off starvation and homelessness. Patrons of the arts still exist and invest in Broadway productions, pay for visiting musicians at local concert halls, and donate paintings to museums. This still limits accessibility to the arts for those who live in rural or otherwise remote areas. 


    Does one require live experiences to say that he/she has been exposed to the arts? The World Wide Web allows anyone with an Internet connection to view works of the masters and hear recorded performances or see video of live performances. Nearly everyone with a cellular phone carries around a camera and a video recorder, and they upload their recordings to YouTube by the thousands every day. Those second-hand viewings and audio may not replace a visit to the Louvre or La Scala, but they do make the arts accessible. Local libraries have a service for their card holders that enables the patrons to download best sellers to their electronic readers or tablets, making a trip to the library, itself, unnecessary. 


    Men and women of ideas and artistic talent can create followings on the Internet by daily writing and uploading to their own blogs. There is a better opportunity for artists in every medium to retain their integrity and freedom of expression if they let the public decide who shall succeed and who shall not rather than relying on funds that may have strings attached.


  



  

	 

	
		

			Chapter 4


				Education


		


     



  

    Issue Task 4 
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    Governments should offer a free university education to any student who has been admitted to a university but who cannot afford the tuition.


    Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.
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    Strategies
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    To get started, break down the statement and identify the assumptions made.


    Statement Breakdown


    

    

      	
Governments – The proposed policymakers 


      	
University Education – The subject of the policy 



      	
Low-Income Students – The proposed policy targets 


    


     Assumptions 


    

    

      	
Governments have an obligation to help low-income students. 


      	
The number of students who fall into the category postulated by this claim is reasonable enough that the government can afford to offer a free education. 


      	
Students who cannot afford tuition will be able to afford to apply to a university. 


    


    After breaking down the statement and identifying assumptions, come up with pros and cons (or statements for and against) the topic given. You do not need to pick a side yet, but knowing potential counterarguments will help you to develop a stronger essay once you do. 


    Pros and Cons


     

    Pros


    

      	
Students who would be able to attend university with this government-sponsored program would have better career/income outcomes. 


      	
European countries currently offer this, with seemingly high success rates. 


      	
Governments have an obligation to support their people.  


    


    Cons


    

      	
It is unclear what would happen if a student was admitted to multiple universities and could afford some but not others. 


      	
The number of students that this would pertain to likely would not be financially feasible for the government. 


      	
Attending university for free is not the only indicator of success in low-income college students. 


    


     


    Examples 


     

    Include examples in order to make your essay as strong as possible. These are some potential routes you may take when choosing examples:


    

      	History contains many examples of arguments that support either side of this policy.


      	European countries that have “free tuition” models may have examples that support or oppose this policy.


      	
Recent legislation in the US that aims to develop this policy may have examples that support or oppose this policy. 


    


    Finally, come up with an outline of your essay. This may feel like it slows you down, but your essay will benefit from having an underlying structure. 


    Sample Essay
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    Education has been strongly linked to increased income and better career prospects across the board. However, there are some groups within the United States who are unable to attain higher education by attending a university because they are unable to afford the tuition. The policy proposed here asks that the government offer free tuition for any student who has been admitted to a university but who cannot afford the tuition. While this may seem to be a good policy proposal initially, this proposal could stand to benefit from increased specificity in implementation. It is currently unclear whether this program would cover tuition fees for a program that a student has been admitted to and cannot afford if the student has also been admitted to a program that they can afford. In addition, the number of students to which this would likely pertain may not be financially feasible for the government. 


    The vast majority of universities offer financial aid programs for students who cannot afford full tuition, and at most universities less than half of the student body pays full tuition at any given time. Given this fact, it is not uncommon for low-income students to be offered financial aid packages from schools that they have been admitted to in order to give them the financial opportunity to attend. However, not all financial aid packages can be afforded by the student, even with the reduction in cost. In the event that a student was admitted to two universities, one that provided enough aid for the student to be able to afford to attend and one that did not, this policy implies that the student would receive free tuition for the program that he or she cannot afford, in spite of the fact that they have been admitted to a program that they can afford. This policy should be amended to state that free tuition is only offered if the student is admitted to a program that he or she cannot afford and has not been admitted to any other programs the student can afford. Otherwise, this may lead to wasteful spending for students who wish to attend universities with higher tuition but cannot afford to do so. 


    Along this line, a significant portion of the US population qualifies as “low-income” to the point where it is unlikely that they would be able to afford to attend a university. While the US is a relatively wealthy country, it is unlikely that the federal government could afford to cover that amount of tuition fees without having to make sacrifices within other areas of the discretionary budget. This program would then quickly be disbanded, leaving matriculating students who were previously supported by government funding with no financial ability to remain a student at that university. Some limitations would have to be put in place on this policy to restrict the number of people that the federal government would sponsor (similar to standard scholarships) to ensure that the government would be able to fund the selected students throughout their college careers. 


    Giving a low-income student the opportunity to attend a university has the potential to permanently change their life for the better. However, the implementation of policy to reach this end must be mindful of the financial limitations of the federal government and focus on students who cannot afford to attend any university without external support instead of students who cannot afford to attend a particular university. With these changes, this policy has the potential to result in positive consequences for low-income students. 


    Issue Task 5 
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    Formal education tends to restrain our minds and spirits rather than set them free.


    Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


    [image: ]


    Strategies
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    Restate the issue. In this case, the issue is stated in the positive. It tells what formal education does. What does formal education not do?


    In other words: 


     

    Formal does not set our minds and spirits free.


    You could also determine what question is being answered by the issue statement.


    What effect does formal education have on our minds and spirits?


    Making the statement an interrogatory may clarify the issue. The original issue statement is only one of several possible answers to the question.


    Now think about the parts of the statement that provide evidence that you can affirm or refute.


    

      	
formal – Formal simply means that it has a form. Would students, even outside the formal educational setting, develop or create a form for studying what they choose? Is some form necessary or inevitable?



      	
restrain – Does formal education hold back our minds and spirits? 



      	
tends – Tends is not a strong word. Does this weaken the issue statement?



    


    Next, create a statement that expresses the opposing viewpoint, using language similar to that of the original issue statement.


    Opposing viewpoint: 


     

    Formal education tends to unleash our minds and spirits.


    Identify the parts of the opposing statement that provide evidence to affirm or refute.


    

      	
unleashes – removes restraints or sets free



    


    Alternatives:


     

    Is there any other way to look at this issue? Can you qualify the original issue statement in some way? Perhaps a combination of structure and freedom is the best way to educate our citizens.


    New viewpoint: 


     

    A formal structure combined with the choice to select areas of study is the most effective way to set our minds and spirits free.


    Identify the parts of the new statement that provide evidence to affirm or refute.


    

      	
combination – Does a combination dilute the effectiveness of one or both of the components?



      	
choice – At what level of formal education are students competent to choose their course of study?



    


    Now you must decide which point of view to address in your essay. Completing the prewriting activities has given you several choices and ideas for defending any of those choices. Even the viewpoints that are opposite of yours will have points that you can use in writing your response. As you review your notes, decide which of your ideas offer the strongest support for your position; you do not have to use all of them. Keep in mind that others may disagree with your position, so address their concerns in your response. Before you decide, carefully consider the following checklist. You will have addressed several of them in the exercises you have completed above. 


    

      	I have identified the central issue.


      	I understand the instructions.


      	
I have decided that I agree/disagree/partially agree with the issue and why. 


      	
I have identified the assumptions in the claim and determined whether or not they are reasonable. 


      	If necessary, I can explain how I interpret any or all of the concepts and terms used in the claim.


      	I have identified my reasons for the position I have taken.


      	I have compelling examples to support my position.


    


    The next step should be listing the main reasons and support for your position. You may use any of the above prewriting activities as you prepare evidence for supporting your point of view. Remember that the GRE readers scoring your response are not looking for a “right” answer. The readers are evaluating your ability to address the specific instructions and articulate and develop an argument to support your understanding and evaluation of the issue.


    Position:


     

    Formal education is the most effective means for introducing students to a wide variety of subjects in order for them to discover what sets their minds and spirits free.


    Examples and reasons:


     

    

      	variety – formal education in America is comprised of content from various disciplines. Students will be exposed to grammar, writing, literature, science, math, foreign language, art, music



      	discover – exposure to a variety of disciplines provides opportunities to be inspired by a topic that students might never have found on their own



      	most effective – most is a qualifier – not saying it’s the only means, just the best – as other types of education may work better for some students



      	introducing – from primary grades through the first two years of most colleges, students are introduced to a variety of subjects – no major focus is determined, generally, until the end of the second year in college



    


    Your notes do not have to be exhaustive. As you begin to write your essay, your brain will generate new ideas. Make certain that you keep the directions in mind as you develop your ideas. Use as many or as few paragraphs as you consider appropriate for your argument, but create a new paragraph when you move on to a new idea or example of support for your position. The GRE readers are not looking for a specific number of ideas or paragraphs. Instead, they are reading to determine the level of understanding of the topic and the complexity with which you respond.


    In this task, you are asked to discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement. You may completely agree or disagree with the statement, or you may agree under certain conditions. You are also instructed to explain your reasoning and consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position. 


    You may use any organizational strategy or form of reasoning to present your position as clearly and succinctly as possible. You may recall writing strategies that you learned in high school or a writing–intensive course you took in college, but it is not necessary to employ any of those strategies. It is important that your ideas follow a logical progression and display strong critical thinking.


    Sample Essay
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    In the book of Genesis in the bible, the story of creation reveals that God saw the world as void and having no form, so he took it upon Himself to give it form. He divided the land from the sea, populated his new world with animals and plants of every kind, separated the night from the day, and, finally, created man. Even God recognized the need for form. Without form there is void. Formal education is, at its most basic level, education with some structure applied to it. Without structure in education, there is a void. 


    Some might argue that formal education is too restrictive; the prescribed curriculum in most schools inhibits creativity and free thinking; and pedagogy confines the imaginations of students. Some find a syllabus to be onerous, an anthology to be limiting, and a bell schedule to be jarring. Within this structured environment, however, is the opportunity to sample courses in Shakespeare, poetry, philosophy, geography, American history, sociology, French, Spanish, biology, physics, algebra, statistics, art, music, and physical education. This smorgasbord of academic offerings will surely contain something to tempt the palate of even the fussiest scholar. 


    Others may point to the structure or formality that exists outside of the world of education as a justification to similarly define academia. Upon leaving one’s education behind, the former student will need to follow the structure imposed upon the world of work. The discipline to do so will have been developed during the years of formal education. 


    Left to his own devices, a child can indulge his whims by studying whatever interests him. Rarely does a child have the discipline to sustain that interest. He will move on to the next fleeting attraction. A variety of factors may influence his exposure to the world: his parents’ educational level, family income, geographical location, and availability of arts and cultural performances. Through a formal education, these differences need not matter. Every child will get the same opportunities to read absorbing books, construct and perform scientific experiments, attend school assemblies, and connect to the Internet. Without public education, there will likely be a void in this child’s experience of the world.


    Issue Task 6 
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    The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.


    Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.
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    Strategies
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    Restate the Issue:


     

    This statement tells what one should do. What shouldn’t one do?


    In other words:


     

    The best way to teach is not to ignore positive actions or draw attention to negative ones.


    Determine what question is being answered by the statement.


    What is the best approach to teaching?


    The question may help you develop alternative points of view. The original statement is only one of several answers to the question. 


    Now, think about the parts of the original statement that provide evidence that you can affirm or refute.


    

      	
best – This is the superlative form of good. Nothing can surpass it. 



      	
praise – Does the praise have to be verbal? It might be a gold star on a chart or a special privilege.



      	
positive actions – Positive may be subjective and unclear in the mind of the child. Do the actions have to be physical, or can they include doing well on a test or handing homework in when it is due? It might be volunteering to help another student or cleaning the blackboard.



      	
ignore – To ignore something is to pretend it doesn’t exist.



      	
negative [actions] – What is negative depends on the teacher’s values. Again, are these overt behavioral issues or do they include failing a test or not turning in work?



    


    Opposing viewpoint:


     

    The best way to teach is to expect positive actions and correct negative ones.


    Now think about the parts of the opposing statement that provide evidence that you can affirm or refute.


    

      	
expect – It is sometimes true that, if you expect children to be well behaved, they will be. The opposite can be true as well; expect bad behavior and you will probably get it.



      	
correct – Some children have not been taught or modeled good behavior. They need to have their bad actions corrected. This does not necessarily imply punishment.



    


    Alternatives:


     

    Is there another way to look at this issue? Can the original statement be qualified in some way? 


    New viewpoint:


     

    Modeling good behavior is the best way to obtain it from others.


    Identify the parts of the alternative statement that can provide evidence for you to refute or affirm.


    

      	
modeling – This implies setting an example. If a teacher is polite, her students are likely to imitate that behavior. If she is inconsistent, children will be confused and not know how to behave.



    

Sample Essay
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    Every child’s first school is his home, and his parents are his first teachers. Whether a child is raised by one or both parents, step parents, grandparents, or foster parents, the child observes and, in most cases, imitates the behaviors of those adults. This imitation is so important that parents often say to their children, “Do as I say, not what I do” when they fear that they may be setting a bad example. A young child’s undeveloped brain cannot rely on observation alone to understand how to behave; he or she will make mistakes and act inappropriately from time to time. Occasionally, children need to be corrected. 


    Children will move on to more formal education around the age of five. Teachers will act in loco parentis, in the place of their parents. Some children enter school with an innate understanding of how to act in this new environment; others will struggle. Teachers have the best interests of their young charges in mind at all times but understand that some children need more direction than others. Ignoring negative actions can actually be dangerous. Running around a classroom, a child can trip and fall or run into a desk, a chair, or another student. Should the teacher be expected to wait until the child tires of running and praise him or her for stopping?


    These children will eventually enter the halls of high school, where the potential for danger increases tremendously. Chemistry class, alone, has equipment and materials that have the potential to seriously injure those who handle them incorrectly. The teacher who ignores dangerous actions performed by students in this situation should probably be fired. Additionally, there are classes where children may use stoves, irons, pneumatic wrenches, or table saws. For their safety, students must be told when they are using those tools improperly. 


    Even in classes that are seemingly danger free, accidents can happen. In an otherwise tame English class, students throw pens across the room. These projectiles can end up in another student’s eye. Let’s not overlook the compasses that students use in math class. Any number of injuries can result from the sharp tip on that instrument.


    Teaching continues after children have finished their education. Employers are not likely to overlook negative actions in the workplace. The bottom line depends on everyone performing his or her job correctly. Children whose negative actions have been ignored throughout their lives will be in for a rude awakening after they leave the safe haven of home and school. Ignoring negative actions may, in the end, be setting children up for future failure.


    Issue Task 7 
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    Teachers’ salaries should be based on their students’ academic performance.


    Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.
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    Strategies
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    Assumptions:


    

    What are the assumptions in the claim? These are statements that you can either affirm or refute.


    Assumption 1: Teachers will become better teachers if their salaries are based on student performance.


    Assumption 2: Student performance will improve if teacher salaries are based on that performance.


    Assumption 3: Teachers will feel more valued if they are rewarded for being successful.


    Assumption 4: Student academic performance – good or bad- depends on teacher pay.


    Opposing viewpoint: 


     

    Teachers’ salaries should not depend on a student’s academic performance. 


    What are the assumptions in the opposing claim?


    Assumption 1: Teachers’ salaries should be determined in the way they have been previously.


    Assumption 2: Student performance does not depend on teacher pay.


    Assumption 3: Teacher pay should be determined by some criteria other than student performance.


    Alternative claim:


     

    Student academic performance should be one of several criteria used to determine a teacher’s salary.


    Support for alternative claim:


     

    Example: Teachers may lower their standards to allow students to earn better grades. It should not be the only criterion for determining salaries


    Example: Incentives are used in the business world to encourage increased productivity.


    Example: Treating student academic performance as a commodity does not take into consideration their individual natures. 


    Sample Essay
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    Teacher salaries traditionally depend on a step or seniority system. First-year teachers all make the same salary, as do second-year teachers, and so on. The only way to increase one’s salary on any step of the pay scale is to get an advanced degree. Some teachers supplement their salaries by serving as coaches or advisers to school clubs and organizations. All school systems have an evaluation system which does not have an impact on the amount of money an individual teacher makes. Although this system protects teachers from becoming victims of a popularity contest, it also enables incompetent teachers to continue to adversely affect the quality of education delivered to students. 


    Reform is long overdue, and the criteria for evaluating a teacher’s worth must be carefully considered and include more than one critical element. Local school systems, states, and countries are continuously compared with each other based on standardized test scores and other measures of student achievement. Teachers and administrators feel pressured to raise test scores. The unfortunate result can be the cheating scandal that occurred in Georgia earlier this year, when teachers and principals in some districts changed student answers on a standardized test. The temptation to take this action could increase if teacher pay were based on student achievement. 


    In addition to standardized test scores, student grades are an indication of student achievement. Most school systems still use numerical averages and letter grades to demonstrate student success. These grades place students on honor rolls that are generally published in local newspapers which parents can point to with pride, and they determine class standing as a piece of information requested on college applications. If higher grades are a sign of teacher effectiveness and affect teacher pay, teachers may be tempted to lower their standards to make it easier for their students to earn those higher grades. Student achievement can be used to determine teacher effectiveness and, perhaps, pay, but there first needs to be a better means of measuring and reporting student success. 


    In the world of business, employees are often rewarded monetarily for their success in meeting or exceeding goals. In most of those cases, workers are producing or selling items that are easily made identical. Quality control is a matter of ensuring that each item will perform in the way it was designed to. This is a process impossible to replicate when the product is a human being. Teachers can present the same lessons in the same way year after year and have different results in terms of student success every year. The characteristics of each year’s cohort are different. Therefore, achievement will be different. 


    Teachers do need to be held accountable for student learning. They also need to be evaluated in a manner that fosters and encourages professional growth. When teachers are given a clear direction in which to proceed, they will take their students along. Educational leaders would serve their schools, their states, and their countries well if they ceased comparing their achievements with others. Teacher pay cannot be based on achievement that is loosely defined or compared to test scores in other parts of the state, country, or world.


    Issue Task 8 
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    College students should base their choice of a field of study on the availability of jobs in that field.


    Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.
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    Strategies
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    Assumptions:


     

    What are the assumptions in the claim?


    Assumption 1: Some courses of study are more valuable than others.


    Assumption 2: Students should not pursue what they love if it does not lead to ready employment.


    Assumption 3: Some careers are more highly valued than others.


    Assumption 4: These careers will always be in high demand.


    Opposing viewpoint: 


     

    College students should not base their choice of field on the availability of jobs in that field.


    What are the assumptions in this claim?


    Assumption 1: College students should study what they love.


    Assumption 2: College students should base their choice of a field of study on their strengths.


    Assumption 3: All jobs are valuable.


    Is there another way of looking at the claim? What reason would someone have for making this claim?


    Reason 1: Students will need immediate employment to pay off accumulated college debt.


    Reason 2: Jobs are more plentiful and readily available in some fields.


    Alternative claim


     

    College students must be encouraged to choose a field of study that interests them and addresses their personal and academic strengths.


    Support for alternative claim:


     

    Example: Nurses and nurse practitioners are in great demand today. If a student has great difficulty with the sciences, he or she will find it virtually impossible to complete a nursing program successfully. What happens to the job market if colleges and universities produce a surplus of nurses?


    Sample Essay
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    The ranks of the unemployed are filled with people of all ages at all levels of education who believe that, if you work hard, you will be successful. They never could have envisioned the day when their skills would become obsolete or their jobs would be sent to another country where the overhead is lower. They may very well have listened to the advice presented in the original claim when they were going off to college. With visions of dollar signs filling their heads, they enrolled in programs that guaranteed employment post-graduation. They were simply being practical. Therefore, students should not pick their undergraduate majors based on the careers available at that moment because there is no guarantee that those careers will still be available once they graduate. 


    One can imagine parents today telling their children to follow the words of the claim. In the second decade of the twenty-first century, practicality seems more important than ever. The cost of college discourages students from always following their dreams. Left with college debt that may range from $20,000 to more than $100,000, students must consider how they will repay the loans. The unemployment rate, as well, drives students into careers that promise an immediate and steady paycheck. Dreams and passions are put on hold.


    All prospective college students should know that the demand for employees in specific careers ebbs and wanes. For the past few years, officials have been predicting shortage of teachers as many current teachers will reach retirement age shortly. High-school graduates took this as a call to major in education in college, believing that their skills would be in high demand after graduation. Then the recession hit, and states and local school systems had to make budget cuts, accomplished, in part, by eliminating teaching positions. In Texas, alone, the state eliminated 49,000 teaching positions. Not only are those positions unavailable to new college graduates, the teachers who once filled them are now looking for work. Because baby boomers are nearing old age, jobs in the medical field are plentiful. The classifieds are filled daily with ads for nurses, nurse practitioners, and pharmacists. If new college students focus on those careers in great numbers, they will soon create a glut of medical professionals, and many of them will not find work in their fields. 


    No matter what students choose to study, they should be made aware that they may have to change careers at some point in their lives. They might as well choose a career they are passionate about. The most important skill they might learn in college is how to learn. In today’s changing job market, employees must be prepared to update their skill sets. Advancing technology, by itself, has changed the way that traditional jobs are done today. If college students choose a career with the skills and environment that suit them, they will be good at what they do. Eventually, if not immediately, they will be rewarded financially. Do what you love, and the money will follow. It is said that if you choose a job you love, you will never work a day in your life. The true reward of a career choice may reside in the feeling of satisfaction at the end of the day and leaving work with eagerness to return the next day.


    Issue Task 9 
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    Universities should require every student to take a variety of courses outside the student’s field of study.


    Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.
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    Strategies
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    Restate the Position:


 

    You may create a version that negates the original in more than one way.


    In other words: 




    Universities should not allow students to take only courses in their fields of study.


    You could also determine the question that is being answered by the recommendation.


    What kinds of courses should colleges require their students to take?


    Or: How can universities ensure that they are turning out well educated graduates?


    Creating a question can help you think about the way that you would answer it. Consider what you would deem to be the composition of a good college education.


    Now think about the parts of the original recommendation that provide evidence that you can affirm or refute.


    

      	
require – This allows for no alternative. One must fulfill a requirement. How many and what types of courses should universities require? Should they require any courses?



      	
every – Again, there is no option.



      	
variety – Variety implies more than one type. How many types of courses should universities require outside a student’s field of study? 



      	
outside – How far outside? If one is studying literature, should he or she be required to take chemistry?



    


    Opposing viewpoint: 


     

    Universities should not require every student to take a variety of courses outside the student’s field of study. 


    Identify the parts of the opposing statement that provide evidence to affirm or refute. In this case, the only new word is not, and it simply serves to negate the original statement.


    Alternatives: 


     

    Is there any other way to look at this statement? Should colleges require students to take a variety of courses before they declare a major? Should requirements exist only within a course of study?


    New viewpoint: 


     

    Colleges and universities should require enough courses to complete a field of study to ensure that a student is sufficiently educated in that field. 


    Identify the parts of the opposing statement that provide evidence to affirm or refute.


    

      	
enough – What is enough? Are there options for gaining a degree in a field of study?



      	
ensure – This means to make certain. Is it a college’s responsibility to make sure that a student takes the courses he or she will need to satisfy a degree in a field of study?



      	
sufficiently – This is similar to the word, enough. What does it mean to be sufficiently educated? Should it be enough to gain employment in the field? 


    


    Position: 


     

    Universities should require every student to take a variety of courses outside the student’s field of study.


    Examples and reasons:


     

    

      	At the beginning of a student’s college career, he may not know the field in which to major. The student may discover an area of interest in the variety of courses required during the first two years of college.


      	A student may discover an avocation while taking a variety of courses. A required course in art history may lead to a lifelong passion for collecting fine art or visiting museums around the world.


      	The workplace is always changing. One may find himself out of work at some point, and a required course outside of his field may lead him to a new career.


    

Sample Essay
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    Universities are large educational institutions that offer courses in a wide variety of disciplines. At some point, generally by the end of the second year, students are required to declare a major. In some cases, students begin classes in a program of study from the minute they enter the university. Some college freshmen seem to have been called to a particular profession at an early age, and their determination to become a teacher, doctor, or engineer has never wavered. On the other hand, most freshmen are waiting for the fires of inspiration to be lit. The surest way to accomplish this is to take a variety of courses in a range of disciplines. It is a fact that, in the United States, only 1 in 4 college students graduates in four years. The greatest number finishes after five years of college, usually because they changed their majors along the way. It is unrealistic to expect today’s seventeen or eighteen–year–olds, whose life expectancies are around eighty five years, to decide what they want to do for the rest of their lives. Gone are the days when an individual would obtain a job in a company and remain there for his or her entire working life. Surveys reveal that the average working person today changes careers every ten years. What career selection he or she makes may derive from a course taken in college. Limiting what courses a student takes in college may limit his or her career choices later in life


    On the other hand, the job market today is a minefield. If some college student missteps, his or her chances for a career may blow up. Some students may be frustrated by a requirement to take courses outside their fields of study. Their focus on taking as many courses as possible in the field they wish to pursue may be impressive in the job application process. College students may feel that their exposure to a variety of courses in high school is sufficient, so repeating them in college is redundant.


    At a traditional university, a student will enroll in five courses per semester; that’s a total of forty classes in four years. Narrowing one’s choices could have disadvantages. It is realistic to assume that a student could burn out from the lack of variety. The courses may be taught by professors who fail to expire, and those professors may teach all of the courses in the field. After a couple of years, the student may decide that he or she made a mistake in choosing it and now has no option but to continue to the bitter end or start from scratch. 


    Universities should require students to take a variety of courses in several disciplines. Courses that teach the nuts and bolts in any field generally are offered to college juniors and seniors in any case. At the end of the college career, a student will have the skills and knowledge he or she needs to pursue a career beyond college, as well as exposure to areas of knowledge that might spark a lifelong interest in some hobby or other avocation.


    Issue Task 10 
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    In order to become well-rounded individuals, all college students should be required to take courses in which they read poetry, novels, mythology, and other types of imaginative literature.


    Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.
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    Strategies
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    Restate the Issue:


    The original statement tells what students should do. Rephrase it by telling what students should not do without changing the meaning of the original statement.


    In other words: 


    In order to become well-rounded individuals, all college students should not finish college without first taking courses in which they read poetry, novels, mythology, and other types of imaginative literature. 


    Or: College students will fail to become well-rounded individuals if they are not required to take courses in which they read poetry, novels, mythology, and other types of imaginative literature. 


    You could determine what question is being answered by the original issue statement.


    What required courses should all college students take in order to become well-rounded individuals?


    Thinking about your answer to the question can help you as you develop your response to the original statement.


    Now think about the parts of the statement that provide evidence that you can affirm or refute.


    

      	
well-rounded – This is both subjective and vague. What does it mean to be well-rounded, and who decides if one is well-rounded? Should the goal of college be to create well-rounded individuals?



      	
all students – This leaves no room for doubt and no exceptions. The statement assumes that these courses have the power to make all students well-rounded.



      	
required – A requirement is a need. This is like saying that all college students need these courses to become well-rounded.



      	
other types of imaginative literature – Isn’t most literature imaginative? 


    


    Opposing viewpoint:


     

    In order to become well-rounded individuals, all college students should be required to take a variety of courses in several disciplines.


    Identify the parts of the opposing statement that provide evidence that you can refute or affirm.


    

      	
variety of courses – Well-rounded individuals may be those that have exposed themselves to a variety of courses in several disciplines.



    


    Alternatives: 


     

    Is there any other way of looking at this issue? Can you qualify the original statement in some way? Why wouldn’t taking a variety of courses in the social sciences make one a well-rounded individual?


    New viewpoint:


     

    In order to become well-rounded individuals, college students shouldn’t restrict their selection of academic classes to those within one discipline.


    Identify the parts of the new statement that provide evidence to affirm or refute.


    

      	
restrict – This means to limit oneself. A restriction is something one cannot do.



      	
selection – Choice and selection are synonymous. 



      	
within one discipline – This is a narrow perspective. Narrow is contradictory to well-rounded.



    


    Position:


     

    It should not be the goal of colleges and universities to turn out well-rounded individuals.


    Support:


     

    

      	
cost – Education is too costly today for students to focus on courses that have no practical value.



      	
interest – By the time a student is in college, he or she should be allowed to choose courses that they have an interest in.



    

Sample Essay
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    It is impossible to identify well-rounded individuals on the street, in the workplace, or at the gym. It is unlikely that anyone is choosing his or her friends based on their being well-rounded. It is probably impossible to define well-rounded; everyone would have a point of view. It is true that in the early days of higher education, one aimed to become a “man of letters”, knowledgeable to some degree in a variety of subjects. That luxury is no longer desirable or practical. University students are entering a different world.


    I like to think of myself as well-rounded. I am interested in a variety of topics, and I participate in a variety of activities. I carry on conversations easily with my friends and family as well as people I meet in the grocery store or at an airport. My seatmates on trains and planes find me engaging. I answer most of the questions on Jeopardy! correctly, and I can complete the New York Times crossword puzzle. I like and can cook food from a variety of cuisines. I can order correctly from a menu written in French. I like HGTV, the Food Network, and action movies. My friends think I’m funny, and I cry over sappy commercials on TV. None of my self-perceived well-roundedness is a result of courses that I either did or did not take in college. 


    These interests can also stem from outside influences. My mother taught me to knit and sew. I got my love of gardening from my father. I taught myself to read. My sister taught me how to see different perspectives of an issue. I learned to swim during lessons on cold mornings at the local pool. I learned to play the piano from an older lady who tapped out the measures with a plastic knitting needle on the top of the piano. I learned to drive from a kind and patient man who did not use deodorant and wouldn’t let his students roll down the car windows in the heat of the summer. My friends taught me about friendship. I obtained all of these skills before I went to college. 


    So, what did college teach me? College taught me how to live in close quarters with hundreds of other girls from different states and backgrounds. College taught me to understand football, to party on the weekends, and how to join the best sorority on campus. College taught me to sign up for classes that ended by 1:00 pm and met on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, so I’d have two full days off from classes. College eventually taught me how to manage my time. It taught me the classes I would need to get a degree in my major. 


    High school seniors plan to enter colleges and universities with the goal of getting a job after graduation, and that is what college should do. When today’s high-school seniors graduate from college, they will have enormous debt. While in college, they must focus on courses that serve practical purposes. They will need immediate employment in order to meet their financial obligations. They will become well-rounded by living their lives after college, not by taking a variety of courses in the humanities. 


    Issue Task 11 
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    Colleges and universities should require their students to spend at least one semester studying in a foreign country.


    Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.
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