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For my children and grandchildren and all future generations

Preface – Why This Book

I am not a professional historian. My training was in philosophy, psychology, and information science. Later, I worked as a strategist — someone whose role was to study complex systems, to cut through noise, and to recognise patterns that others might miss. That training has never left me.

When I look at the world today, I cannot help but see unsettling echoes of the 1930s. I see minorities scapegoated, bureaucratic thuggery normalised, corporate elites protecting their profits, and politicians appeasing aggression in the hope of avoiding conflict.

But what alarms me most is that history is not simply repeating — it is mutating. In the 1930s, appeasement helped deliver Europe to war. Today, appeasement risks delivering the entire planet to climate collapse.

I write this book not as an academic authority, but as someone who feels compelled to sound a warning. My aim is not to drown you in footnotes but to tell a story of patterns, rhymes, and choices. If it sometimes reads bluntly, that is deliberate. What is happening deserves clarity, not hedging.

Prem Rawat once said: “When politics and religion get together, they create a very nasty child.” I would add: when politics, religion, big business, and silence converge, they create catastrophe.

This book is about that convergence. It begins with Weimar Germany and the rise of the Nazis. It then turns to today’s United States, where similar dynamics — scapegoating, fear, and appeasement — are at work. Itr is not only about the violence of thugs in the street or the corruption of politics. It is also about the quieter violence against memory — the burning of books in the past, and the banning or rewriting of them today. When stories are silenced, when history is softened, when inconvenient truths are erased, people lose their compass. That loss of memory is as dangerous as any weapon. Along the way, it looks at the roles of business, religion, media, and so-called neutrality. And finally, it brings us to the climate crisis, the ultimate test where appeasement cannot work, because the laws of physics do not negotiate.

Appeasement feels safe in the moment. Silence feels like neutrality. Distraction feels easier than clarity. But history shows they are not safe at all. They are the seeds of disaster.
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