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    Advance Praise for

    The Dad Advice Project


     


    “My dad’s contribution to The Dad Advice Project was a great opportunity. The project turned into an awesome book with a great group of contributors. When my dad shared his chapter with our family, it led to great reflection, conversation, and storytelling. And with some of his tips and tricks now revealed, it all makes sense! I’ll for sure be stealing some, if I’m so lucky. I’m proud to be his son.”


    —Jordan Spieth, PGA Tour Golfer


    “The Dad Advice Project is my ‘go-to’ recommended read for dads seeking to strengthen their father-child bond. This is the best resource I’ve seen for fathers to authentically and humbly connect with fellow dads in all stages of their fatherhood journey.”


    —Christy Tornelli, Mother of two, Child Development Specialist and Director of The Children’s Center


    “Nobody has ever written the definitive book on being a dad. It can’t be done. But…by reading through the experiences of so many intelligent and accomplished gentlemen, we can gain perspective and seriously reflect—no matter how far along we are in our fatherhood journey. After all, there is nothing more important in life than being a great dad.”


    —Chris Berman, Father of two, ESPN


    “The Dad Advice Project provides a mission statement for the world’s hardest (and best) job. Through anecdotes and advice from a diverse group of parents, Kessler manages to capture the essence of what it means to be a good father. The experiences outlined here provide a roadmap for all dads to succeed in their critical role.”


    —Dr. Sarah Isbey, Mother of two, Pediatric Emergency Physician


    “For so many of us dads, our fathers are our heroes. The Dad Advice Project’s sage, insightful, and entertaining reflections—from an impressive collection of dads—put emotions into words and remind us all of the importance and gratitude that comes with the gift of fatherhood. It is both a privilege to have great men in our lives and a sacred opportunity and obligation to pass such lessons to our children.”


    —Seth Waugh, Father of five, CEO, PGA of America


    “Fatherhood is one of life’s great responsibilities and I thoroughly enjoyed reading perspectives on ‘how to be a good dad’ in The Dad Advice Project. No one has had even remotely as much impact on my life as my father, and sadly, I lost him far too early in his life and mine. I recall so many of the lessons and sayings he shared with me as I try to be a good father to my children. The stories in this book will help dads on their endless quest to bring happiness into the most precious aspect of life: our children.”


    —Pete Bevacqua, Father of three, Chairman, NBC Sports


    “The question was once asked, ‘What’s love got to do with it?’ Craig, so aptly in this project, reveals the answer: everything! The Dad Advice Project—truly a labor of love—conveys what our children need and deserve from their fathers. Whether you’re a boy dad or a girl dad (or even a mom!), you will find advice that will warm your heart and bless your soul. My advice is to sit back, stand up, run around, and lean in as you engage in some of the best work on the planet—the work of caring for and loving our children. Let’s go, Dads!” 


    —Cynt Marshall, Mother of Four, CEO, Dallas Mavericks


    “The Dad Advice Project is a compendium of wisdom made more powerful through poignant vignettes. This wisdom comes alive through the candid stories of a diverse set of men, which will resonate with fathers and expectant fathers. Few books offer both a heartwarming read and practical advice. This one does.”


    —Joe Fuller, Father of three, Professor, Harvard Business School
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    To my wife, Nicole, and our three sons—

    Ryan, Connor, and Jordan.

    Y’all have made life rich, chaotic, and simply awesome.

    I love you very much.


    And to the contributing authors, my friends,

    who made this project come to life.

    Your wisdom and guidance have had a meaningful

    impact on my journey as a dad.

    Thank you.

  


  
    Roster of Participating Dads


    George Tenet: Chairman of Allen & Company LLC;
    Former Director of the Central Intelligence Agency 


    Peter Hill: Founder and Owner of Golf Course
    Management Company 


    Rick Barton: Practicing Attorney; Adjunct Professor of
    Health Law & Policy 


    Dale Petroskey: President and CEO of the Dallas Regional
    Chamber; Former President of the National Baseball Hall
    of Fame; Senior Vice President at National Geographic;
    and Assistant White House Press Secretary to President
    Ronald Reagan 


    Davis Love III: Hall of Fame PGA Tour Golfer; Ryder Cup Captain 


    Tom Segesta: Hotelier 


    Sean Bratches: Former Formula 1 and ESPN Executive 


    Dirk Wakeham: Software Company Leader 


    Shawn Spieth: Sales and Business Development Leader;
    Entrepreneur; Coach; Athlete 


    Tom Buchholz: Medical Director of Scripps MD Anderson
    Cancer Center in San Diego and the Former Physician-in-Chief
    and Provost of MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston 


    Mark Rolfing: NBC/Golf Channel Analyst 


    Rex Kurzius: Founder of Asset Panda, SaaS Organization that
    Tracks and Manages Assets for Companies Around the World 


    Lance Evans: Sports and Entertainment Executive 


    Terry Syler: Real Estate Investor 


    Robert Michlewicz: Cloud-based Technology Business Executive 


    Greg Kassanoff: Entrepreneur who Loves to Build Businesses 


    Seth Wolkov: Real Estate Private Equity CEO 


    Jon Altschuler: Commercial Real Estate Executive;
    Entrepreneur and Civic Leader


    Jason Craven: Entrepreneur; Landscaper; Self-proclaimed
    “Lawn Guy” 


    Fred Perpall: CEO of The Beck Group; Member of the
    USGA Executive Committee; Chairman of the Dallas
    Citizens Council 


    Rob Wechsler: Founder, Blue Star Innovation Partners 


    Adam Wainwright: Major League Baseball Pitcher 


    Ryan Nowicki: Strategic Operations Leader in the
    Entertainment Industry 


    Notah Begay III: First Full-blooded Native American to Win
    on the PGA tour; Analyst for NBC Sports and The Golf Channel 


    John Speer: Mergers and Acquisitions Executive;
    Former US Air Force B-2 Stealth Bomber Pilot 


    Sam Saunders: PGA Tour Golfer 


    Chris Stroud: PGA Tour Golfer 


    Keith Schneider: Commercial Real Estate Investor 


    Josh Redstone: Small Business Owner 


    Parker McLachlin: PGA Tour Winner; Commentator;
    Short Game Coach; Inventor 


    Jason Enloe: Former Nationwide PGA Tour Player;
    Former Head Men’s Golf Coach at Southern Methodist University;
    Currently a Business Development Executive for a Dallas Bank 


    Amit Jhawar: Investor and Startup Operator;
    Former CEO of Venmo 


    Bill Hessert: Co-founder of Eoch Software 


    Jason Cohen: General Counsel for the Dallas Cowboys 


    Mack Hicks: Partner at Hicks Equity Partners 


    Jerry Graunke: Leader of Chicago-Based Specialty Investment
    and Advisory Business 


    Pedro Correa: Partner at a Management Consulting Firm 


    Roger Gill: Hedge Fund Analyst 


    Austin Heape: Independent Petroleum Geologist and
    President of TriGeo Energy 


    Alex Noffsinger: Healthcare Company CFO 


    Michael Glick: Trial Lawyer and Georgetown Law Professor 


    Jim Marrocco: Owner of Financial Planning Firm 


     


    Follow us on Instagram!

    @dadadviceproject
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    How The Dad Advice Project Came to Be


    In May of 2019, inspired by a letter that a mentor’s father had written to him, I asked a few friends to write me a note on “how to be a good dad.” Unsure what to expect, the responses I received were remarkable.


    The notes ranged from David Letterman-style top ten lists that were funny yet thoughtful to letters my friends had written to their children. In total, the five or so notes that my friends created—along with an unproductive online search in pursuit of “dad tips”—helped me recognize a few things:


    1. Moms have endless content on how to be better moms, but the content available for dads is thin.


    2. Parenting is a humbling journey, and while most dads begin their journey with the goal of being great, there’s no manual to help us get there.


    3. Most dads in my friend group agree that fatherhood is the ride of a lifetime, yet we often find ourselves flying blind with very little pattern recognition to help us navigate whatever comes our way.


    As COVID hit in March of 2020, I started telling friends and work colleagues about the “dad advice” submissions that I’d gathered in 2019. Everyone asked if they could read the advice.


    “I’d love to share with you, but I haven’t asked the authors for permission,” was my standard reply.


    As the Coronavirus continued to turn normal life upside down, and as my wife and I—like so many other families—navigated parenting our one-, three-, and five-year-old boys, the dad advice submissions began to pick up steam.


    Friends from different parts of my life found themselves more reflective than ever before and thankfully willing to put their thoughts about fatherhood down on paper.


    And so, The Dad Advice Project was born.


    My hope is that this collection of stories and advice, all put together by real dads who I am proud to call friends, will help you navigate fatherhood. And, if successful, perhaps these words of wisdom will help our kids live better lives.


    What to Expect


    The book is ordered with the most tenured dads (and in some cases, granddads!) at the front, with the newer dads following.


    My Background


    Born and raised in San Diego, I attended Georgetown University before starting a career in business. I spent the early years of my career working in consulting and private equity.


    After marrying my high school girlfriend, I attended Harvard Business School.


    Several years after school, I was offered the chance of a lifetime—to help lead a business called Topgolf. At the time, I was thirty-one years old. With a bit of luck and a series of incredible mentors, I was off to the races helping to lead a growing entertainment company. And as Topgolf grew from 5,000 Associates to 20,000, two things happened:


    First, my wife and I had three children—all boys and all within four years. I realized early on that I was clueless when it came to raising our kids.


    Second, I met and stayed in touch with remarkable people, many of them older than me, who were willing to share tips and tricks about fatherhood.


    This book captures so much of what I’ve learned from these great people.


     


    —Craig Kessler
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    George Tenet



    Children: Thirty-three-year-old son


    Career: Chairman of Allen & Company LLC;
    Former Director of the Central Intelligence Agency


     


    I had the privilege of teaching Craig Kessler in 2006 at Georgetown University’s Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service.


    He was among eighteen students in a seminar called “Intelligence in Practice.” When I thought about what I wanted to achieve in the classroom, I reverted to some timeless values that I had learned from my father: the setting of high standards, reward for effort, a focus on intellectual curiosity, getting to know each student personally in order to find out how I could help them get better rather than focusing on how to get a better grade. How could I get them to listen to each other with respect and kindness and absorb opposing points of view?


    It was a tough class, intended to get men and women ready for the real world of work. Much was expected of the students. The readings were unreasonably long, the grading hard. There was an emphasis on learning how to precisely use words to communicate thoughts on paper and orally. At the same time, we made time for students, listened to their needs, helped them recognize their true potential, laughed a lot, and gave them a sense that the classroom was a home they would want to return to each Monday morning.


    Years later I was in Augusta, Georgia, privileged to be watching the Masters Tournament. I was standing greenside by the par five second hole. We were awaiting the arrival of the next foursome. All of a sudden, off in the distance I heard someone yelling at the top of his lungs, “Professor Tenet!” numerous times. Yelling at the top of one’s lungs is to put it mildly, frowned upon at Augusta National. It took me a moment to recognize that I was the object of one of my academic children who had grown up. It was the exuberant, delightful Craig Kessler. I remember him sitting in class, eyes wide open, enthusiastically absorbing everything that was going on. He was energetic and whip smart. As he arrived greenside, we embraced. He told me all that he had done in his still very young life. I was so very proud. His one lament, said to me with a twinkle in his eye, was that I had only given him a B plus. I remember telling him that despite my affection for him, he got the grade that he deserved. And we both laughed.


    Craig and I have stayed in close touch ever since that day, and when he asked me to write the foreword to this book, it gave me the chance to reflect on my dad. I recognized that my dad had laid the foundation for everything I had tried to do in my life, whether in attempting to teach young men and women how to think, in running a large government organization, or in helping to lead an investment bank.


    From my dad I learned to always show care and respect for people, to always care for them and give them the confidence that, with effort, they could always get better. I learned the importance of giving of myself—not only to discuss papers or important issues of the day, but to also listen to their problems and guide them through a process of honest introspection to help them make better decisions.


    Prior to teaching, my career in public service had led me to become Director of Central Intelligence. One of the greatest sorrows of my life was that my dad had not lived long enough to see me get there. I have met kings, presidents, prime ministers, and generals, yet none of them measured up to my dad.


    John Tenet left his home in Northern Greece when he was twelve and landed in France where he became a coal miner for six years. He emigrated to the United States at the age of eighteen without a nickel in his pocket or any family nearby. He went into the restaurant business. He had a third-grade education at best and yet devoured books, newspapers. and all things related to history and politics. He loved unconditionally, listened patiently, never raised his voice, adored and respected my mother, and never spoke a bad word about anyone ever. His dry sense of humor filled our home with laughter. All Dad ever asked for was maximum effort. If you had done your best, he would accept the outcome and throw his arms around you. The worst words that ever came out of his mouth were, “I am disappointed in you.” These words were crushing. Men and women in his employ never forgot the respect and care he showed for them and their families.


    When Craig asked to me write the foreword to this book, I was humbled. In reading the submissions I saw my dad and myself in so many places. The essays caused me to reflect on the kind of dad I have been to my own son and the kind of grandfather I now can be to a beautiful baby boy.


    In some important ways, I graded myself in the early years of fatherhood as coming up short of the standards that my father had established. But time, experience, and reflection about my dad helped me get better over the years. Critical was my wife Stephanie, who would always sit me down to force me to reflect on the patient values of my father and remind me how I needed to always be more like him.


    Fatherhood is not easy, and none of us are perfect. We learn, with our children beside us, how to get better. If we are self-aware, curious, listen carefully, and focus on being relentlessly kind to everyone, we get better. Sometimes we are all those things to others, yet we fail to apply the same values to those we love the most: our children. Our children change and grow with exponential speed. Our responsibility is to keep up with them in an effort to understand and guide them.


    The essays that Craig has compiled are full of wisdom regarding the most noble title that a man can have on this earth: Dad. As I read each one, the nostalgia for my dad grew deeper. When I reflected on the values the authors wrote about, there were so many common themes: humility, kindness, and unconditional love resonate the most. Finally, I thought, what a better world we would have if we approached not just fatherhood but all aspects of our lives with “a servant’s heart,” the way Davis Love III describes his dad.


    I sincerely hope you enjoy The Dad Advice Project.


    ­—George J. Tenet
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    Peter Hill



    Children: Three daughters aged forty-two, thirty-three, and thirty-one


    Career: Founder and Owner of Golf Course Management Company


    Prelude to Parenting


    Thirty-five years ago, on learning that I was engaged to marry a beautiful woman who was the mother of a precious five-year-old, my longtime college buddy quipped, “Well at least you know there’ll be one good parent.” Step-fatherhood has had its advantages and been a blessing.


    Memories are Theirs, Not Yours


    We can all recall a vivid early childhood memory; it may be a place, an event, or a person. One of mine was the angst as a five-year-old deciding between a Memorial Day choice of riding on a fire engine in the town parade or attending a day game at Yankee Stadium. Brutal. Every moment in a child’s life is the opportunity for them to create a memory. Your actions as a parent are the input, their memories are the output, so everything you do on any day in their upbringing can have a lasting effect. Your kids will serve up plenty of theirs to you as they grow up.


    The Mother Is Everything


    I’m a father to three engaging and beautiful adult daughters. I’m certain I’ve been important to them in many respects as a father, but my wife was and remains the center of their universe. It’s a beautiful thing to watch the magic between a mother and daughter throughout their journey as infants, youths, adolescents, young adults, and young mothers. For the dad, done right, it’s a very fulfilling “best supporting” award-winning role.


    “Alien, Release My Child”


    This is a powerful phrase that will prove useful when enunciated clearly and calmly as you stand face-to-face and gently place your hands on the shoulders of your teenager.


    The Gift That’s Important


    Gifts matter a ton to children. Sure, they love to receive them, but your kids will be unintentionally brilliant at giving them, too. My lifetime favorite gift was from my four-year-old daughter. In the middle of the unwrapping mayhem on a Christmas morning, she approached and stood before me in her unicorn pajamas and handed me a loosely wrapped and excessively scotch-taped gift about the size of a softball. Clearly her handiwork in wrapping. Her eyes locked on mine as she watched me unwrap her Christmas gift to me. The gift? It was my own bedside table Mickey Mouse alarm clock I used every day; she knew I liked it, and showing that was important to her.


    I Can’t Believe I Never Noticed


    Raising kids is hard enough. Watching your kids raise their kids poses its own challenges. My mother and my in-laws had the good sense to not offer advice, coach, and just plain stay out of the way as my wife and I raised our three daughters. I’m sure they bit their tongues often enough and didn’t agree with our methods and approaches along the way, but they kept their opinions to themselves. I never really noticed the wisdom of their approach until coming face-to-face with the dynamic of my kids parenting my grandkids. Mum’s the word.
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