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March 20: The Story of a Special Day






March 20 is the
79th day of the year (80th in leap years).

There are 286 days remaining until the end
of the year.
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​ March 20
Quotations






“There’s no bad publicity except an
obituary.”

— Brendan Behan, died March 20,
1964






“You know, I think everybody longs to be
loved, and longs to know that he or she is lovable. And,
consequently, the greatest thing that we can do is to help somebody
know that they're loved and capable of loving.”

— Fred Rogers, born March 20,
1928






“The real question is not whether machines
think but whether men do.”

— B. F. Skinner, born March 20,
1904






“The principal object of management should
be to secure the maximum prosperity for the employer, coupled with
the maximum prosperity for each employee.”

— Frederick W. Taylor, born March 20,
1856






“One of the qualities of liberty is that, as
long as it is being striven after, it goes on expanding.”

— Henrik Ibsen, born March 20,
1828






“If you want to be loved, be lovable.”

— Ovid, born March 20, 43 BCE
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Event of the Day

Uncle Tom’s Cabin
Published






The best-selling and
arguably most influential novel of the 19th century, Uncle Tom’s Cabin,
by Harriet Beecher Stowe, was published on March 20, 1852. Widely
held to be one of the triggering events of the American Civil War,
Uncle Tom’s Cabin electrified the abolitionist movement by
depicting the harsh realities of slavery.

The novel begins with a Kentucky farmer who
decides to sell two of his slaves, Uncle Tom and Harry, son of the
household maid Eliza. Eliza and Harry flee rather than allow
themselves to be sold, but the slave hunter Tom Loker chases them.
Loker is terribly injured in the chase, but Eliza arranges for him
to be taken to a Quaker settlement for medical treatment.

Meanwhile, Uncle Tom is sent down the river
and befriends a young white girl named Eva. Eva’s father buys Tom,
but later Eva falls ill, experiencing a vision of heaven before her
death. This vision causes Eva’s father to decide to free Uncle Tom,
but he is killed before he can do so. Instead, Tom is sold to
plantation owner Simon Legree, a cruel man who tries to crush Uncle
Tom’s Christian faith.

Uncle Tom helps some fellow slaves escape,
and for revenge, Simon Legree orders his overseers to beat Tom to
death. Uncle Tom remains a faithful Christian, forgiving the
overseers as he dies, and his example converts both men. Later, the
son of the Kentucky farmer arrives to buy Tom’s freedom, but he is
too late. The escaped slaves travel first to Canada then to
Liberia, while the son of the farmer frees all of his own slaves
based on his newfound Christian faith.

Although the novel is
sentimental, designed to evoke emotion rather than advance plot or
even character, the underlying descriptions of the hard reality of
slavery were drawn from primary sources. A major inspiration was
the real-life chronicle, The Life of
Josiah Henson, Formerly a Slave, Now an Inhabitant of Canada, as
Narrated by Himself, which Stowe herself
acknowledged as a major source. Another source was
American Slavery As It Is: Testimony of a
Thousand Witnesses, consisting of
interviews with escaped slaves.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin originally appeared as a
magazine serial in an abolitionist publication, and was instantly
popular. Publisher John Jewett bought the book rights and published
the first edition on March 20, 1852. Over 300,000 copies were sold
in the first year, but sales came to a stop and the book went out
of print for ten years. A second edition published in November 1862
became a worldwide hit, outsold in the United States only by the
Bible. Soon, over 1.5 million copies were in print.

American Southerners were
outraged, and supporters of slavery called the novel “criminal and
slanderous.” One critic sent a threatening letter to Stowe
containing a slave’s cut-off ear. In response, Stowe
published A Key to Uncle Tom’s
Cabin, setting forth her sources and
condemning the legal system that supported American
slavery.

If the underlying details
were real, the novel itself was termed “a blend of children’s fable
and propaganda.” Although its political impact is indisputable, its
literary merits have been frequently questioned.
Uncle Tom’s Cabin has
been criticized for its stereotypes of African-Americans. An “Uncle
Tom” is an African-American too eager to please white people,
although that is somewhat unfair to the character as portrayed in
the book. The stereotypes were reinforced by “Tom shows,”
unauthorized dramatic versions of the novel that often contained
elements of the minstrel show, including white performers in
blackface. Uncle Tom’s Cabin
was filmed several times during the silent film
era, and a television adaptation appeared in 1987.

Although Abraham Lincoln’s
response on meeting Stowe — “So this is the little lady who started
this great war” — is apocryphal, most historians credit
Uncle Tom’s Cabin as one
of the triggers of the American Civil War.
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Poster for an 1881
theatrical presentation of Uncle Tom’s
Cabin
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March 20 Holidays and
Celebrations






World Sparrow Day
(International)

World Sparrow Day, celebrated each year on
March 20, recognizes the importance of the House Sparrow and other
common birds, who have been declining for many years. Art
competitions, awareness campaigns, and sparrow processions mark the
occasion. World Sparrow Day was established by the Nature Forever
Society and the Eco-Sys Action Foundation. Mohammed Dilawar, an
Indian conservationist named one of the “Heroes of the Environment”
by Time magazine, conceived of the day, with the goal of
stopping to appreciate the beauty of the common biodiversity we so
often take for granted.
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