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His mother’s face was cheerful as she placed the dented metal tray down on their dining room table. It was hot, so she told him and his sister to sit back as she carved into the steaming lumpy meat in the center. It sat in murky gray juices that reminded him of drain water, but his mother uttered how delicious it would be as she cut even pieces from it. He looked at his sister and her face was a scrunched billboard of disgust. She knew, just as well as he did, that the meat wouldn’t taste as good as it should.

“Mama,” the boy asked, “is that turkey?”

His mother chuckled, set down her knife, and lovingly pinched his cheek. Her cheer never left her drained face. “You bet your sweet soul it is,” she replied before resuming her cutting. He glanced at his sister one more time before directing a repulsed frown back at the meat.

“But it doesn’t look like turkey,” he said. He rose, and dropped, and turned in his splintered wooden chair, trying to look at the dish from different angles. “Isn’t turkey supposed to be brown? And this doesn’t have any skin, mama. Are you sure it’s turkey?”
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