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    I dedicate this book, "Who Broke God's Heart," to my dearest and best friend, Vaughn Lovelace. Without him, I would never have been able to make this book. I never would have established a deep relationship with Jesus Christ if not for him. He taught me what it means to be selfless. He taught me what it means to sacrifice. I love you, brother.

      

    



  	
        
            
            Love is easy when nothing of significance comes up against it. For love to be perfected, love must be tested.

      

    


WHO BROKE GODS HEART

The Story Of A Man Named Hosea

––––––––

[image: ]


COPY RIGHT NOTICE

Copyright © [2024] by [Peter Sebastian]

All rights reserved.

No portion of this book may be reproduced in any form without written permission from the publisher or author, except as permitted by US copyright law.

This publication is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information regarding the subject matter covered. It is sold with the understanding that neither the author nor the publisher are engaged in rendering legal, investment, accounting, or other professional services. While the publisher and author have used their best efforts in preparing this book, they make no representations or warranties regarding the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this book and specifically disclaim any implied warranties of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose. No warranty may be created or extended by sales representatives or written sales materials. The advice and strategies contained may not be suitable for your situation. You should consult with a professional when appropriate. Neither the publisher nor the author shall be liable for any loss of profit or any other commercial damages, including but not limited to special, incidental, consequential, personal, or other damages.

Book Cover by Book Cover Zone

Illustrations by [N/A]

[1] edition [2025]



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


DEDICATION

[image: ]




I dedicate this book, “Who Broke God’s Heart,” to my dearest and best friend, Vaughn Lovelace. Without him, I would never have been able to make this book. I never would have deeply established a relationship with Jesus Christ if not for him. He taught me what it means to be selfless. He taught me what it means to sacrifice. I love you, brother.
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Love Must Be Tested

––––––––
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I was nineteen years old the first time I fell in love. Whenever I was with her, time went by fast. The time I spent with her was never enough. Whenever we were apart, I missed her tremendously. We had dreams of capturing the moments and bottling them up forever, as most teens do when they experience love for the first time. They used to call this "puppy love." That's what most parents and adults would call it. And it's usually said in a nonchalant, dismissive, nonessential way. "Oh, that's just puppy love, you'll get over that!" Oh, how we hated to hear that. As if the love isn't "real."

Let's get one thing straight: The feeling is real. It is there. It is thick. It is present. It is overwhelming. That is just one facet of loving someone romantically. Love is easy when nothing of significance has come up against it. But for love to mature, and for love to be everlasting, love must be tested. For love to be tested, it must go through some adversities. The adversities that teens in their relationships rarely encounter. Like the loss of a newborn. Loss of a job when you're the sole provider. Loss of a home to fire or flood. Loss of physical freedom because of accident or illness. 

Reduction of quality of life because of disease or disability. It's these adversities and obstacles in life that come up against our relationships that will see your love get stretched, and it will either expand and get bigger like a rubber band, or it will expand and eventually snap. This kind of testing and adversity rarely touches teenage relationships. How could they? These things typically come about later in life. Such as adultery, which can only take place in the confines of a marriage. Disagreements with in-laws and the stress and conflict they can bring into a relationship. It's really not a matter of what will come up against your relationship to test it—it's just a matter of when. Because love must be tested.

It's a part of life. It's a part of relationships. How will you know what is strong if it hasn't had to undergo stress? Loving someone when they're perfect and doing everything right is easy. Loving someone when they're messing up and doing everything wrong is hard. Very hard. This is where love matures, in the spaces when it's hard to do it. If you love only when you feel up to it, you will fail. If you love only when it's convenient, you will fail. If you love only when you get your way through manipulation, you will fail. But if you love in spite of what your feelings and emotions tell you on the inside, you practice a love that God practices toward His people. The truth is, we don't know how to love.

We love based on how we feel, what we're shown, and what we're taught. But feelings are fleeting and change like the wind. Most of us were not shown how to love properly, and many of us were not loved properly. So it makes sense that we really just don't know how to love. Our love and affection are based on what we can gain out of it from the other person. And it's demonstrated in simple ways. From the cute girl at the counter, smiling heavier and being a bit more polite to the handsome gentleman who comes in for a coffee. We save the best of our love and our affection for those we desire love and affection from.

So what happens when the person we're with, we no longer feel "desire" toward? We usually cut and run. It may not happen in an instant. It may take weeks, months, or years even, but eventually we leave and divorce. That's exactly what will happen when your relationship is not built upon the right foundation, and if your commitment doesn't supersede your feelings. You may think I'm advocating for staying with someone all the days of your life while feeling no desire toward them. I'm not. What I'm saying is, if you put Christ first in your marriage, just as in life, you will go through peaks and valleys. People who stay married for forty-plus years was able to do it because they were able to withstand the years in the valleys.

Finally, let me add this: God must be the center of your relationship and of your life. If He's not, your priorities will be out of order. And when our priorities are out of order, our minds and our thoughts are out of order. Marriages don't end when we put God at the center of our relationship. The more this is practiced, the more it becomes a habit. And it will take work. Lots of work. You must work to keep God first. You must work to ensure your spouse comes before others, including yourself. So, since most of us don't know how to love properly, in order to learn how to do that, we must go to the source of love.

We must go to the first person who experienced getting their love tested and see how they handled the situation. And learn what they did when the rubber band was being stretched. We need to see what happened to this relationship. For that, we will go to the book of Genesis, the place where love begins. And we will pour over His diary. But first, we will visit a man, a man whom God called to have his heart broken. It was by God's design. It was by His will. The man's name is Hosea, and his story is truly unique. We will read God's diary about this man, his heartbreak, his disappointment, his shame, his patience, his forgiveness, and all the difficulties he had with a woman that God chose for him to wed and enter a covenant relationship with. 

You will sympathize with this man, the way we all did with Job. You will empathize for this man, the way you did with Joseph. We will examine his life, and my hope is that you'll be able to apply it to your own relationships, particularly with God. So you can be where Hosea was—not physically, but psychologically, emotionally, and spiritually—and marvel at what this man had to endure and for what purpose.

No sensible man would have chosen the path that God instructed Hosea to take, but God doesn't appeal to our sensibilities. Hosea's name means "Salvation." We will read and learn about how God intends to save Israel through the life of this man. Through unconventional and extraordinary means. For "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways saith the Lord; for as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts" (Isaiah 55:8-9).
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Chapter 1: The Relationship Begins
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The book of Hosea opens by establishing the political landscape of the time—listing the rulers of both Judah and Israel as separate kingdoms. Hosea lived in the Northern Kingdom of Israel and earned the title "weeping prophet" for reasons that will soon become clear. Then comes verse 2—and what an opening! God speaks to Hosea with a command that hits like lightning: "Go and take for yourself a wife of whoredoms and have children with her." Talk about an opening statement that stops you in your tracks.

When God speaks, his word does not always come wrapped with encouragement and comfort. It is not always gentle. It is not always welcoming. Here, the word is hard. Hard to hear, hard to follow. It is direct. Marry a prostitute—a harlot, a woman no self-respecting Jewish man would even consider, let alone marry and have children with.

This went against everything Hosea knew to be right according to culture and the law. Gods law and Jewish culture, explicitly said a wife needed to be a virgin, untouched by another man. That was the qualification she had to meet to be fit for marriage. It was both, God's law and their deepest cultural conviction. The sons of God were to marry virgin women. Yet here was God Himself telling Hosea to marry a woman who had been with many men.

This must have been utterly confusing to Hosea

God was commanding him to do something that directly contradicted his own law given to them. From any human perspective, this word from God made no sense whatsoever. Honestly, it's not a command I would have been eager to follow. Has God ever done something in your life that made zero sense from your perspective? If not yet, it's just a matter of time. God will change plans, close doors you thought were perfect to walk through, and open ones you never asked for. He'll leave you scratching your head, wondering if he's even listening to your prayers—or if he cares. But here's what we know: God always hears our prayers. Jesus said in John 11:41-42, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me." So God hears you. He has examined your situation and answered you. The problem is, his answer may not be to your liking.

We're talking about love here—and how our understanding of love has been distorted and perverted over time.

I'll admit, I'm thrown off by God's request and commands at times. God, why?

Let's put ourselves in Hosea's sandals for a moment. I'm sure he already had plans for his life, just like the rest of us. We draw up our perfect blueprint of how we would like our lives to go in our minds, then pray to God to execute it and make it a reality. Marrying a prostitute was not in Hosea’s plan. He did not draw this up in his mind. He did not pray for this. Marrying a prostitute and bearing children with her was spiritually and culturally unthinkable. An Israelite woman who had sexual relations before marriage was disqualified for marriage and faced a life of being unwed. God was telling Hosea to do the unthinkable.

How did Hosea feel hearing this from God? How did Jonah feel when told to preach to his enemies in Nineveh? How did Abraham feel when commanded to take Isaac up the mountain? How do you feel when God speaks something that goes completely against your plans and desires?

Remember, we don't just read the Bible like a story—we personalize it. God's thoughts are not our thoughts, His ways are not our ways, so we never know what He'll ask of us. But one thing you can count on: He will ask things that make you uncomfortable. Things that go against your desires. Although the Bible doesn't mention it, I believe it's safe to say Hosea wasn't enthusiastic about God's plan. There was no celebration, no bragging to family and friends about marrying a prostitute. These words from God would have grieved him deeply—just as they grieved Abraham when told to sacrifice his son. The weeping prophet, remember? That's how Hosea is known.

The Bible doesn't tell us Hosea's mental state, only that he obeyed God's words. But we can look within ourselves and remember times when we've balked at something God asked us to do—someone He asked us to forgive; someone He told us to apologize to. This was so much more. This wasn't the result of any wrongdoing on Hosea's part. This wasn't consequences from reckless living or a sinful lifestyle. It was God Himself leading Hosea into the fire. When you're walking with God, there's an expectation that He protects you from the fires, not walks you into them. It's absolutely human for Hosea to be conflicted in spirit and grieved in flesh at such a request. This was life-changing! It turned whatever plans he had made upside down, inside out, and on their head. If you think this "makes little sense," you're right. God is the author of things that make little sense to us. The Bible says in Deuteronomy 7:3: "Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons." This wasn't a suggestion—it was a God-given commandment. Don't make marriage covenants with those who worship idols. Yet God instructs Hosea to marry "a wife of whoredoms" and bear children with her. This wasn't the life Hosea envisioned. This wasn't how the prophet had drawn it up in his head. God instantly tossed his plans aside and gave him new ones.

God will toss your plans aside and draw up a new blueprint for your life. The problem is, God's blueprint rarely resembles ours.

We spend our lives trying to design everything according to our own blueprint, fitting God in where we can. But our blueprint and God's never align. The puzzle pieces never fit. We can't build the life we want and the life God wants simultaneously. We'll always spend more time on our plans than his. When we're done building our life according to our blueprint, we end up with stress, anxiety, pain, and frustration. Meanwhile, God—who is patient—waits for us to return to His job site, pick up His hammer, and build the life He already has waiting for us. Some of you reading this are still trying to build according to your own blueprint. You went to college for a degree in something, to become something, to get a job doing that something. But God's plan, if we follow Him, might not lead to college at all. You entered relationships you shouldn't have if you'd been following God's blueprint. By not following His design, you experienced loneliness, broken-heartedness, and unnecessary setbacks that could have been avoided. When God's way seems unfavorable to our natural senses, it's our faith that helps us commit to it. Our intellect and emotions will push against it, becoming our adversary. Faith is what gets us through.

The Struggle with Surrender

If God has derailed your life from what you "thought it would be," you're not the first and won't be the last. The question is: what will you do?

I've left God's job site many times, abandoning the life He has for me to try building the life I desire. Back and forth, back and forth. I thank God for His patience and long-suffering. In fact, I want to do more than thank Him—I want to praise Him for it. Because I'm the most stubborn person I know, and if God ever loses patience, I believe it will be with me first. We're born believing our life is our own. And it is—if Jesus isn't your Lord. But once we give our lives to Christ, we must retrain our minds to understand what "Jesus being Lord" actually means. Lord means ruler of all. If He's our Lord, then He's our master. He's now the author of our lives. He writes the words, assigns the pages, and choreographs the scenes. We must disassociate from worldly ways and allow the renewing of our minds to transform us (Romans 12:2). 

But putting this faith into practice isn't easy, especially since we're accustomed to living based on what we see.

What are you fighting in your life right now? What are you resisting that you know God is calling you to do? What would you have to give up—something you cherish and hold tightly—in order to obey? Abraham's willingness to let go of what he cherished most allowed God to bless him for generations. It was his willingness to sacrifice what he loved most. When God becomes the thing we love most, it allows Him to open the floodgates and flood our lives with purpose and blessing. What are you clinging to that God is asking you to release in order to become the person in Christ He needs you to be? I don't know what it is for you. Only you do. But we know Hosea obeyed God, so whatever he was clinging to, he made the decision to give it up.

A husband's wife is the physical female representation of himself. This is why we must choose wisely when deciding to marry. She stands in your place when you're absent, representing you and your household. If she doesn't live as a godly woman should, it reflects on you and your entire household. A godly wife carries tremendous responsibility. She can bring either praise or shame to her husband and family. Godly men desire virtuous women, understanding all that's at stake. Hosea was about to enter a marriage where all these things hung in the balance. He was fit to weep.

Love is hard. Don't ever forget it, because the hardness will be tested. The Bible says Jesus "made himself of no reputation" (Philippians 2:7). Well, Hosea's reputation and image were about to take a serious hit. He would become a man to be despised, whose reputation invited stares and whispers. Let's face it—when God tells you to do something that goes against what others believe is right, they'll look at you with contempt. Most people didn't believe the Holy Spirit conceived Mary's baby either. They whispered and stared at her too. I believe God kept Joseph quiet during Mary's pregnancy to prevent him from saying something he shouldn't. He was human. His unbelief could have gotten the best of him. How much slander and dirty looks could he have endured before snapping at someone? The staring, whispers, head-shaking, judgments, ridicule, teasing, smirking—none of us has an infinite capacity to endure daily taunting.

That's why Jesus is Jesus. That's why we need Him. No one else could endure what he endured.

I'm certain Hosea heard venomous comments like: "Hosea, your wife has slept with half the men in Israel!" "Many men I know have been with your wife—don't you know that?" "She's not fit to be a mother!" "What idiot would marry a prostitute!" "Look at that fool Hosea, walking around with her in public for all to see!" Was this word from God joyous? No, it was grievous. The man was grief stricken, like Abraham when told to sacrifice Isaac—his most prized possession. Or so he thought. God proved Isaac wasn't Abraham's most prized possession, because Abraham chose God over his beloved son. God was what Abraham cherished above all things. And Hosea chose God's blueprint over his own.

The Ripple Effect

Kids can be cruel—we know because we were all kids once, and we all behaved cruelly toward others at times. Kids were cruel to me because of how I looked, the shoes or clothes I wore. We were very poor. If you're a child whose mother is a prostitute, I can only imagine the ridicule they would face from other children. Yes, our children receive the consequences of our decisions, whether good or bad. But God's plan is going somewhere. God is a God of purpose. He doesn't wind people up, set them down, and watch them run rampant for cosmic entertainment. The way He accomplishes His purpose can be perplexing, but in the midst of it, God is preparing something. Hosea is the preparation ground for what God is going to do.

How do we trust God when we're in the midst of things we don't understand that came as a result of our obedience?

If Jesus dying on the cross taught us anything, it's this: Sometimes our obedience to God leads us to suffering.

This is blunt and direct. I'm not disguising it with fluffy words. Carrying our cross daily and denying ourselves is a suffering experience, but through the pain, it brings us closer to God. Jephthah, son of a harlot, experienced being cast out by his father's sons (Judges 11:2)—shamed and forbidden to receive an inheritance. Hosea's children would also feel the shame of who their mother was. Hosea had a choice. But for those who strive to follow and honor God, are His words of instruction really a choice to us who hear them?

Why would a loving, merciful, graceful God instruct His prophet—whom He loves—to do such a thing, knowing what Hosea would reap from such a decision? God uses His prophets to speak to His people, especially when they've become backslidden through disobedience. But God had Hosea's attention loud and clear. Hosea heard God clearly and walked righteously. He listened and obeyed against every natural inclination in his being. God was preparing to walk Hosea—and you and me—through a heart-breaking experience. It would exceed all expectations of what we thought love was. It would surpass our idea of patience and undermine our ideology of forgiveness. We'll see what the prophet endured and sacrificed. We'll discover how he endured and what God was trying to show not just the prophet, but all of us about Himself. Notice one word missing from God's instruction to Hosea: "love." God didn't say, "Take a woman whom you love and make her your wife." Hosea wouldn't love a prostitute woman. God said take a woman of whoredom for a wife and build a family. So, where do we find love in this command?

Let's learn more about this prophet and discover where love, patience, forgiveness, obedience, and sacrifice shape this story. It displays a truth that our faith and obedience to God take priority over our desired happiness. I cringe writing that statement, but not to write it would be absolute falsehood. We were created for more than just living happy lives. We were designed to live holy, purposeful, meaningful lives following God's lead. It's in our created purpose where we ultimately find our happiness—what the Bible calls "joy."

When we find our joy, we can escape the deception that happiness has trapped us in.

Think of your life and how you've mapped it out. Most of us see life in stages. At certain ages, we expect to be in certain places, having accomplished specific things. At 17 or 18, college. At 22 or 23, graduation and entering the workforce. A few years later, marriage, house, family. By 35, proud parent of 2-3 children. At 55, maybe a grandparent. At 65, retired and traveling. We map out our entire lives from beginning to end. Notice that while designing these lives, we rarely ask God for His input. What we usually do is create the plan, then pray for Him to make it work exactly as we drew it up. We are the clay instructing God the potter on how to construct our lives. That's most people's experience when building their lives: "I decide what's best, God does the rest." And as we plan, God is laughing: "This will never work." We're too busy in our heads to ask God for His input. We might even be fearful—what if He says no to what we want? "No" is scary, especially when your heart is set on something.

By and large, we've been taught that we're in control of our lives and it's up to us to make something of them. This is partially true but not entirely, and no one explains what this actually means to the Christian believer. We're told to "live our best lives" and "live life to the fullest." But what does that mean? It means experience as much happiness and pleasure as you can muster—do all the things your heart desires. The problem is, most things our hearts desire are opposite to what God desires. That's the life of a sinner.

The "I" and "My" Problem

Two words present conflict for God to hear from us: "I" and "My." "I" signifies singularity, and "my" signifies self-interest. When we focus and plan around these words, we effectively push God out of our plans—and most of us do this unknowingly. The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20: "Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore, glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's."

But can't I still glorify God while carving out the life I want? Can't I work hard and discipline myself to do both? No, you can't. And I can't either. We learn this through our experiences in Christ—most of us through much pain and frustration. We cannot glorify God while operating in disobedience. Willful disobedience to God's calling is a form of idolatry. An ugly word, I know, but change doesn't come from being subtle. Idolatry is flexible because it bends to our will, timing, lifestyle, choices, and schedules. It's convenient and makes us feel good about ourselves. But God requires something different. He requires us to follow His rules of worship, His schedule, and to delight in His way of doing things. Because we're no longer our own (1 Corinthians 6:19-20), God must rework, retrain, and renew our minds and hearts to a new way of living. Renewing our minds is the toughest battle God has with us. He must decompose our way of thinking—ideas planted since youth. A man cannot serve two masters; he'll love one and hate the other (Matthew 6:24). God has to remove the current master of your life, which is yourself. There's only room for one, and He must dethrone the other "master"—us.

God is going to show us a lesson in love. His love. The way He loves, the patience He has with it, the affection He has toward those He loves. We'll see things about ourselves while observing how God loves. The children of Israel in the Old Testament, like many of us today, went their own way. God became reduced to a safety net—something to grab onto in times of trouble or desperation when we get ourselves into messes. Christ says, "In this world you will have trouble." But there's a difference between the trouble you endure from following Christ (which is counted as righteousness) and trouble from following sin (which is consequences). Recognize the difference between the two. Let's go back and look further into God's disruption in Hosea's life—and discover what He's trying to teach us about love that goes beyond our comprehension, patience that surpasses our understanding, and obedience that costs us everything we thought we wanted.



The story of Hosea is just beginning, and with it, our journey into understanding a love so radical, so costly, and so transformative that it will challenge everything we thought we knew about following God.
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Chapter 2: The Lord Speaks to Hosea
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Hosea chapter 1 opens with a simple yet profound statement: "The Lord spoke his word to Hosea."

No background is given about the prophet at the onset. Besides knowing his father's name—"The word of Jehovah that came to Hosea, son of Beeri" (Hosea 1:1)—nothing else is mentioned about Hosea personally. His occupation, lifestyle, habits—nothing. No physical description either. Just that the Lord spoke His word to him. God gives this man a charge, an instruction for the son of Beeri to carry out. We're told the names of those in leadership during the time God spoke to Hosea: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and Jeroboam, king of Israel and son of Joash. Then we read something jarring in verse 2. The Lord says to Hosea: "Go, take to yourself a wife of adultery and children of adultery."

Full stop. God tells him to marry a woman who is not a virgin. One who has been with other men. Something detestable to God's people—though some would entertain these women in the dark. But God instructed Hosea to do something completely contrary to custom, contrary to what God had instructed His people to do when marrying. Women were to be virgins. That was the commandment and expectation. Any woman found not to be a virgin prior to her wedding day was unfit for marriage and could be put away and divorced. So we're being hit early in the text with something that doesn't make sense. God is instructing Hosea to do the opposite of what He'd told the men of Israel to do all their lives when selecting wives—and opposite to the expectation He'd placed on women becoming wives. For Hosea, this is a puzzling command at best, and a troubling one at the very least. God is asking Hosea to do something that will open him up to public scrutiny and scorn.
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