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    Dedication

For every voice that stayed honest when silence was easier, and for those still daring to believe that faith can breathe in public life.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "The church is never more dangerous than when it remembers it was called to be conscience, not crown."
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Preface
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This book began as a question that wouldn’t quiet down: Where have all the Christians gone in Philippine politics?

It wasn’t a question about church attendance or party affiliation, but about presence — moral presence. The kind that stands when it’s easier to sit, that speaks when silence feels safe. For years, I’d watched how faith once loud in the streets had grown cautious in the halls of power. The pulpits had softened, the prayers had grown polite. Something had changed.

This book is not an indictment, but a reckoning. It does not aim to shame believers or dismiss the church’s past courage. It seeks to understand how a movement once defined by moral conviction could become entangled with political convenience — and what might help it breathe again.

I write as both witness and participant. Like many Filipinos, I’ve seen the best and worst of faith at work in public life: the solidarity of EDSA, the silence during corruption, the courage of priests and pastors who refused to bend. This book gathers those threads into a single conversation — not to settle blame, but to ask what integrity might look like now.

Faith has not disappeared from politics. It has only gone quiet, waiting for a voice honest enough to wake it.
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Introduction: The Question That Echoes
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Every nation has its own uneasy marriage of faith and politics, but in the Philippines, the two have always shared a house. Our revolutions were blessed by priests; our protests were led by nuns. Presidents have knelt for blessings; preachers have courted presidents. The cross and the flag have long been neighbors — sometimes allies, sometimes rivals.

Yet today, that bond feels strained. The same church that once challenged tyranny now speaks in tones of careful diplomacy. Many who once saw faith as moral fire now treat it as decoration — something to display, not something to live. Politicians quote scripture as easily as they ignore it. Churches hold forums, issue statements, and pray for good governance — but the nation still wonders whose conscience is guiding whom.

The question “Where have all the Christians gone?” isn’t about disappearance. It’s about dilution. The faith that once shaped revolutions now struggles to shape public ethics. The Christian voice, once prophetic, has become polite.

This book follows that quieting. It traces how moral authority became entangled with political access, how partnership turned to dependency, and how silence became habit. But it also listens for the remnant — those few believers, leaders, and citizens who still live their faith as public truth.

Across eight chapters, we move from drift to reckoning, from loss to breath. We look at the church’s fall into familiarity with power, the slow erosion of courage, and the small, stubborn recoveries that keep conscience alive.

The story is Philippine in its setting but universal in its warning. Every community of faith faces the same temptation: to trade its soul for influence, to mistake applause for authority. Yet every faith also carries within it the seed of renewal — the moment it remembers why it began to speak.

So this is not just a book about silence. It’s about the possibility that comes after.
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