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Chapter 1: Uncle Sal




Val had been CEO of Constellation Media Group for eighteen months when the FBI knocked on her door. 

Not her office door. Her home door. The Gloria Chandler estate. 6 a.m. on a Tuesday morning.

She opened it in her robe, coffee in hand, expecting a delivery. Instead, two agents in suits. Badges out.

"Valentina Roberts? I'm Agent Leslie France. This is Agent Joseph Mann. We need to talk about your relationship with Salvatore Roberts."

Val's stomach dropped. But her face stayed neutral. Years of Hollywood negotiations had taught her how to hide emotion.

"My uncle? What about him?"

"Can we come in?"

Val stepped aside. Let them into the foyer. Didn't offer coffee. Didn't offer comfort. Just waited.

Agent France pulled out a folder. "We're investigating organized crime connections in the entertainment industry. Your uncle's name came up. Multiple times. In connection with bribes, money laundering, intimidation. And your name appeared alongside his."

"I don't know anything about my uncle's business dealings."

"Really? Because we have phone records showing dozens of calls between you two in the weeks before your promotion to Studio President at Titan. And again before your promotion to CEO at Constellation. Interesting timing."

"I talk to my uncle regularly. He's family."

Agent Mann spoke for the first time. "We also have testimony from Thomas Brent. Board member at Constellation. He says Sal Roberts approached him offering financial incentives if he voted for your promotion. That's bribery, Ms. Roberts. And you benefited from it."

Val's heart pounded. But she kept her voice steady. "If my uncle did that, he did it without my knowledge or consent. I can't control his actions."

"But you benefited from them. That makes you complicit."

"That makes me fortunate. There's a difference."

Agent France closed the folder. "Here's what's going to happen. We're building a case against your uncle and his associates. We have wiretaps. Financial records. Testimony from cooperating witnesses. When we arrest him—and we will—we're going to offer him a deal. Testify against bigger fish. That might include you."

"I haven't done anything illegal."

"Haven't you? Board manipulation. Corporate espionage. Using mob connections to intimidate rivals. Your entire career is built on dirty dealings."

"My career is built on talent and hard work. If my uncle helped me, I didn't ask for it. I didn't know about it. And I certainly didn't authorize any illegal activity."

"Prove it. Cooperate with our investigation. Tell us what you know about Sal Roberts's operations. Give us something we can use."

"I want a lawyer."

Agent France smiled. "Smart. You're going to need one."

They left. Val closed the door. Stood in the foyer shaking.

Uncle Sal was under investigation. The FBI thought she was complicit. Her entire career—everything she'd built—could be destroyed by something her uncle did.

Val called her lawyer. Then she called Sal.

"Don't talk to them," Sal said immediately. "Not without your lawyer present. And don't worry. I've been dealing with FBI investigations for thirty years. They rarely amount to anything."

"They said they have wiretaps. Testimony. They said Thomas Brent is cooperating."

Sal was quiet for a moment. "Brent's a coward. If he's talking, it means they scared him. But what can he say? That I made him a business offer? That's not illegal. He took the money. He voted. That's on him, not you."

"They think I'm part of your organization."

"You're not. You're my niece. Family. That's all. Let them prove otherwise."

But Val knew proving otherwise would be impossible. Because she had used Sal's connections. Multiple times. To gather intelligence. To pressure rivals. To destroy enemies.

She'd told herself it was just information. Just favors. Nothing illegal.

But prosecutors didn't see nuance. They saw patterns. And the pattern was clear: Val Roberts climbed by using mob connections.

Which technically was exactly what she'd done.

Val's lawyer was named Katherine Walsh. Fifty-five. Partner at a major LA firm. She'd defended CEOs, celebrities, politicians. She knew how these cases worked.

"First thing," Katherine said at their emergency meeting that afternoon. "Don't talk to anyone about this. Not friends. Not colleagues. Not your uncle. Every conversation is potentially recorded. Every email is discoverable. Assume the FBI is watching everything."

"Can they do that? Just investigate me without evidence?"

"They don't need evidence to investigate. They need evidence to prosecute. Right now, they're fishing. Seeing what they can find. Your job is to give them nothing."

"What about my uncle? Should I distance myself from him?"

"That would look suspicious. You've been close your whole life. Suddenly cutting ties would signal guilt. Just be careful. No business discussions. No strategy sessions. Nothing they can twist into conspiracy."








