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Preface

			As a recent arrival in Fitzgibbon, I was eager to learn more about my new home and to reconnect with Australia after spending decades living overseas. One way of putting down roots is to explore the heritage of a place. I was particularly interested to learn about who and what existed in Fitzgibbon before modern dwellings erased the traces of history and those who came before—First Nations peoples, the early colonisers who made their way through the uncleared bushland, and the few people who lived here before development kicked off in the 1990s.

			With encouragement from the Fitzgibbon Community Centre, I decided to use my research background to uncover some of the story of the land on which we live and those who have left their mark on it. To better understand the diverse nature of life in Greater Brisbane, it is important to document life on its fringes. Not only is this of inherent interest in terms of preserving the past, but it can also broaden our understanding of the present and perhaps even inform attitudes and policies towards Fitzgibbon’s future.

			For most residents, this outer-ring suburb is simply where we live and perhaps work and raise our family. Not often do we turn our minds to its past. Walking, cycling or driving around this neat, clean and modern suburb, we might find it hard to imagine that human waste, horses and a wartime installation, for instance, featured so prominently in its past. Situated about thirteen kilometres north of the central business district, Fitzgibbon occupies a mere 3.249 square kilometres. Yet this pocket of land has an untold history and features that set it apart from its immediate neighbours and make it worth exploring.

			Working on this book has given me a stronger sense of place and of what came before Fitzgibbon, as well as a renewed appreciation of the nature that remains despite the loss of much bushland and fauna. The project has also deepened my understanding of the roles played by individuals, companies and government institutions in transforming this locale—for better or for worse—and developing the many layers that make Fitzgibbon what it is today.

			The title derives from a conversation with Lynn McAlister, who lived here in the late 1950s and mentioned the butterflies and bandicoots she would see when walking along Telegraph Road. A century earlier, the area north of Kedron Brook had been “classed as being ‘too poor to feed a bandicoot’” (Teague 1980: 6), yet in the mid-twentieth century bandicoots and their holes were apparently common here. Bandicoots are emblematic of what is being lost in the wake of development, although butterflies are still present (albeit probably fewer today), symbolising what remains of this locale’s natural beauty.

			Judy Wakabayashi

			Fitzgibbon resident since October 2021
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1 
The Land and First Inhabitants

			1.1 The Land

			First Nations peoples lived in what is now known as Australia for tens of thousands of years before Europeans arrived, and they have never ceded sovereignty over their custodial lands and waters. This includes the Meanjin area, later named Brisbane after Thomas Brisbane, the governor of New South Wales colony when the first invader-settlers made their way here. Present-day residents of Fitzgibbon (sometimes affectionately known as Fitzies1) live on the traditional land of the Turrbal People, whose history dates back long before Surveyor General John Oxley sailed into Moora (Moreton) Bay in 1823 and before white soldiers and convicts arrived in the Bay region the following year.

			Natural geography plays a role in shaping history and the lives of people, and it often determines constructed features such as roads and railways. One geographical feature that has long been important in this area is what is today known as Cabbage Tree Creek. Rising in the foothills of the D’Aguilar Range and running in a northeasterly direction through Fitzgibbon, it has provided resources, an ongoing connection to nature and a reminder of pre-­development days. It has also constrained housing construction and sometimes led to flooding. This irregular topographical feature demarcates Fitzgibbon to the east, while the railway line provides a logical boundary to the west. Telegraph Road constitutes the northern boundary, and the inverted triangle’s tip, where the railway line crosses the creek south of Beams Road, completes the suburb’s perimeters.

			Cabbage Tree Creek—or at least the part in this area—used to be called Tighgum Creek.2 “In McLeans’ 1853 map Cabbage Tree Creek was shown through its length as Tighgum Creek and, until very recent years, maps published by the surveyor general showed Tighgum in parentheses as an alternative name for Cabbage Tree Creek.” (Cleary 1990: 86). The name Tighgum is thought to derive from a Turrbal word for lawyer cane, a type of climbing palm common in the area.3 Indigenous people used it to make baskets, for example, and it is the origin of the name of Fitzgibbon’s neighbour, Taigum.

			A Brisbane City Council (BCC) plaque on Lemke Road states, however, that the Turrbal name for Cabbage Tree Creek is Binkar Turrung, with “binkar” meaning cabbage tree palm and “turrung” meaning creek. This name was apparently coined after a European settler was shot in a dispute with Indigenous people and his sturdy hat woven from the leaves of this native palm saved his life.4 The settlers then took on themselves the right to rename this creek. Binkar Turrung is presumably a Turrbal translation of the new English name Cabbage Tree Creek, which eventually ousted the name Tighgum.

			Keen to present a positive picture of this general region to entice immigrants who could help meet the demand for labour, in 1859 an anonymous official described it as follows:

			The country, after passing the Cabbage Tree Creek, opens out into beautiful forest scenery, thinly timbered, presenting to the eye of the traveller beautiful vistas of park-like scenery. As you pass through the forest glades, the nimble kangaroo is seen leisurely to hop away, proving how little his haunts have as yet been disturbed by the sporting men of Moreton Bay. At the crossing-place at the creek, a bush track leads you to the Bald Hills, and the South Pine, of which more anon. At present, let us canter along this very beautiful road, level as a bowling green, and full of ever varying beauties ; magnificent building timber standing in every direction ready to fall at the demands of man.5


			Although it is unlikely that this refers precisely to the location of present-day Fitzgibbon, it suggests the scenic panorama north of Cabbage Tree Creek in the late 1850s, which was when the first sales of local land occurred. This landscape was to be irrevocably altered by settlers.

			Nearly a century later, the soil quality of the land between Beams Road and Roghan Road was described as follows:

			Low level poorly drained land, not suitable for agriculture. The soil is a grey silty clay which sets hard and is of poor fertility. Originally timbered with iron bark, bloodwood, wattle and ti-tree, the land has been cleared with shade trees left. A few young suckers are showing. The best use of the land is considered to be as a grazing paddock for dry stock, with a carrying capacity estimated at one beast to six acres. (Report by the Deputy Commissioner of Taxation to the Department of the Interior, 11 October 1948; National Archives of Australia [NAA]: J56, 1383742)

			On 21 August 1972 a Southport company called Mineral Deposits sought permission from the federal government to prospect for bentonite clay in what is now the geographical centre of Fitzgibbon for one week. It drilled three or four test holes to a depth of thirty feet, but the results did not warrant further action. A 1996 report found that the land at what is now Fitzgibbon Chase is “characterised by undifferentiated alluvial plains. The geological maps indicate that the top 125mm in profile is in the soil category consisting of mudstone, shale, sandstone, oil shale, minor pebbles and cobble conglomerate, over a thin Basalt layer.”6

			Fitzgibbon is characterised by its flat terrain. The resulting poor drainage also affects the vegetation:

			The bushland is Melaleuca woodland, dominated by paperbark tea trees. In the most waterlogged areas the ground cover is mainly sedges and reeds with no or only scattered trees. With increasingly improved drainage there is a progression to paperbark swamp with a ground cover of sedges and reed, and on higher drier areas mixed Melaleuca Eucalyptus woodlands with scattered shrubs grass reeds and sedges making up the ground cover. (Fitzgibbon Development Plan 1989: 39)7


			The tendency in Brisbane to first build on higher land made this area less attractive for residential development. The more recent state of the land is mentioned in later sections.

			
1.2 First Peoples

			Indigenous Australians managed the land based on longstanding cultural practices and knowledge systems, and they were the first knowledge-keepers and storytellers of local lands. It is possible that Aboriginal-centred accounts of the Fitzgibbon area exist(ed) in mediums such as storytelling, bark art, or song and dance, but any such records are not known or available today, at least to non-Indigenous researchers. The dearth of accessible records of life before colonisation and the fact that the name “Fitzgibbon” was not given to this locale until 1975 complicate historical research. Accounts by colonists—whose descriptions of Indigenous people were often uninformed, biased or intentionally distorted—do occasionally mention Aboriginal people in nearby areas during the penal colony years and subsequent period of free settlement. However, there are no known references to First Peoples in this specific locale during that time. Yet these absences in the colonial archives belie the likely presence (even if transient) of Indigenous people in this area.

			The Turrbal tribal area was occupied by three clans south of the Brisbane River and two on the north side—the Duke of York and North Pine Clans. Fitzgibbon probably lies on North Pine Clan country.8 A BCC plaque on Lemke Road maintains that this area is

			… highly likely to have been inhabited (for camping purposes, Yowar [corroborees], hunting and gatherings enroute to the Glasshouse Mountains and the triennial Bunya Festival in Wakka Wakka country) by the Turrbal People prior to and immediately following European settlement in Brisbane in the early 1820’s.9


			The weeks-long Bunya (Bonye Bonye) gathering was held between the Bunya Mountains and Blackall Ranges until 1902. Large numbers of Indigenous people would meet to dance, share stories, trade food, arrange marriages, resolve disputes and discuss important matters.

			Some early roads in north Brisbane were marked out along existing Aboriginal tracks. A centuries-old travel and trade route passed along what is now Telegraph Road:

			One old plan shows a track leading north-west from the [German] mission site, more or less through the present Nundah shopping centre to cross Cabbage Tree Creek eight kilometres farther on near the present bridge at Lemke Road. From there the track headed more westerly roughly along the present alignment of Telegraph Road. This track was noted on the plan as leading to the settlement at Bald Hills. On the northern side of Cabbage Tree Creek another track branched off to the new settlement at Sandgate. Although these tracks were used by the settlers it is most likely that at least the main track from Toombul to Bald Hills formed part of the ancient Aboriginal route (Survey plan M.31.48). (Cleary 1990: 85; emphasis added)

			Aboriginal camping sites were often found along travel routes, so it is possible that Indigenous people moving along what is now Telegraph Road camped nearby.

			Kerkhove (2015) describes Aboriginal camps in Redcliffe, Sandgate, Petrie and Nundah, but none in the Fitzgibbon area. Camps also existed in what is now Bald Hills and Strathpine, so it is reasonable to assume that Turrbal People might have occasionally made their way through the bushlands here, perhaps hunting, fishing and gathering bush tucker along Tighgum Creek, which would have also provided water. Kerkhove mentions a camp under trees at what is now Mungo Scott Park in Zillmere, where corroborees were held beside the creek. By the 1850s, however, the sacred bora rings in the Zillman Waterholes (Zillmere–Geebung) area had been abandoned. An old bora ground near the base of the Bald Hills radio mast was destroyed during the mast’s construction in the early 1940s (Beecher 2000: 6). No middens, burial sites or bora ceremonial rings are known to have existed in the Fitzgibbon area. A Cultural Heritage study conducted by Tumix Pty Ltd in March 2000 did not find any evidence of archaeological material.10

			The ancestral language of local Aborigines was Turrbal (Turrubul). In 1855 Reverend William Ridley took notes on the language and customs of Indigenous people at Moreton Bay. His book Kamilaroi, Dippil and Turrubul: Languages Spoken by Australian Aborigines (1866) includes a basic grammar, pronunciation guide and list of about 265 words for the Turrbal language. Even within a single clan, however, people often spoke or understood more than one language.

			Estimates of the Indigenous population of southeast Queensland before the arrival of Europeans generally range between 6,000 and 10,000. The small population of whites in the Moreton Bay penal settlement was greatly outnumbered by the Aboriginal population in the immediate vicinity, even during the settlement’s peak in 1831–32. Soon, however, the Indigenous population was decimated by killings, alcohol, introduced diseases and the destruction of natural food sources (e.g. kangaroos). In 1843 “Dr Stephen Simpson reported that the total population [of Aborigines] for the Moreton Bay district was almost 5000, but less than 4000 by 1847 and declining rapidly thereafter” (Fisher 1992: 43).11

			The number per clan evidently varied from 50 to 100 adults. … Altogether these figures indicate that Aborigines inhabiting the settled area on the northside probably ranged from 100 to 200 at the most. This total seems to have remained relatively stable throughout the period, since the dwindling number of local blacks was augmented by others from further afield. (Fisher 1992: 44)

			A publication by the Sandgate and District Historical Society and Museum (2001: 4) notes contacts between the Turrbal People and Europeans at Warra (encompassing present-day Shorncliffe, Sandgate and Brighton) in 1855 and at Bald Hills (originally known as Wyampa, at least in the north) in 1857. It states, however, that there is apparently no record of “any great involvement in the Bracken Ridge area. As far as can be discovered, there is no evidence of Aborigines living in this area when the first European settlers took up residences.”

			The records do reveal some clashes in this general area between Indigenous people and the white intruders as part of the Frontier Wars over territory and resources, especially until around the 1860s. The northern suburbs were where the “most furious resistance seems to have occurred” (Kerkhove 2020: 141), with Sandgate being a particular site of unrest. The notorious Native Mounted Police (NMP) were intermittently stationed there after an 1853 incident, as well as an incident in the Bald Hills area. From 1857 the NMP cleared out Aboriginal people in Sandgate, driving them away to the Bald Hills area. The NMP ceased operating in the Sandgate area around 1864 or 1865.

			By then, traditional Indigenous society had been largely destroyed, although there were still Aboriginal people in the Zillmere area in the 1870s. Because Aborigines were viewed as a dying race, it was decided to “protect” them by moving them to government reserves and Christian missions and providing rations of food and clothing. By 1900, the remaining Turrbal People had been forcibly removed from their lands and camps to reserves at Barambah (Cherbourg, the closest mission to Brisbane), Deebing Creek, Durundur and Fraser Island (Barter 2005: 8).

			The 1911 census recorded 5,145 male and 3,543 female full-blood Aborigines in Queensland, but it noted that this represented

			… only those who were in the employ of whites at the date of the Census, or were living in a civilized or semi-civilized condition in the vicinity of settlements of whites at that date. An enumeration of Aboriginals living in a purely wild state was not undertaken.

			Subsequent censuses simply excluded full-blood Aborigines.

			Local elder and Fitzgibbon resident Ruth Hegarty (see below) lived at Cherbourg until 1966, and she recalls that

			Since the Protection Act of 1897 the Queensland Government had control over every aspect of our lives – declaring all Aboriginals to be wards of the State and controlling where we lived and worked, the amount we earned, how much of our earnings we received as ‘pocket money’ and how much was banked. (Hegarty 2003: 235–36)

			By the 1950s, growing numbers of Aboriginal people were living in Brisbane. Nevertheless, there were very few Indigenous families on the north side in the fifties and sixties.12 One Aboriginal woman who played an important role in Fitzgibbon in the seventies was May Holt (see §4.3).

			In 1962 the Commonwealth Electoral Act provided that Indigenous people should have the right to vote in federal elections, and in 1985 this became compulsory. Three years later they were allowed to vote in Queensland state elections. The 1967 Referendum approving changes to the Constitution meant that Indigenous people were finally recognised as part of the Australian population. From the 1971 census Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples were included in the population count. This census recorded 3,230 Aboriginal residents in Brisbane and the surrounding areas. Ruth Hegarty recalls that the 1974 flood prompted Indigenous families from places such as Northey Street and Victoria Park to relocate to Zillmere, where the Department of Aboriginal and Islander Advancement had begun purchasing homes.13 The 2021 census revealed that 2.5 percent of Fitzgibbon residents identify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islanders. This ranks below the figures for Brisbane (9.7 percent), Queensland (4.6 percent) and Australia (3.2 percent) as a whole, meaning that Indigenous people are underrepresented in Fitzgibbon.

			The landmark Mabo decision by the High Court in 1992 laid the ground for Indigenous Australians to reclaim land rights. On 25 July 2017, however, the Federal Court’s full bench found that native title does not exist in the Greater Brisbane area, rejecting the Turrbal People’s appeal against a 2015 decision. The reason given was that the Turrbal People had not proven that any of their ancestors were present in this area “at material times at sovereignty, and … they had not demonstrated the existence of a continuing society that maintained a normative system of laws and customs in each generation from sovereignty to the present”.14 In other words, they had failed to establish a continuous connection to this area. Moreover, “they had not proven that they were in fact descended from the ancestor who they relied on as part of their case”.15 In the spirit of reconciliation, however, it is vital to recognise their rich histories, memories and stories, their ongoing connections to Country, and their living cultures and contributions to Australian society.

			The enduring presence and resilience of Indigenous people in north Brisbane are evident in a range of local events and programs. Northside NAIDOC events provide opportunities to celebrate Indigenous culture and pass on traditions to the younger generations. For instance, on 16 July 2022 a NAIDOC event was held at the Fitzgibbon Community Centre, which has also hosted yarning circles. The activities and programs for Indigenous Australians in nearby suburbs (particularly Zillmere) have presumably sometimes involved Indigenous Fitzies, but there do not seem to be any such programs based in Fitzgibbon itself.

			One notable Indigenous woman who lives in Fitzgibbon is Ruth Hegarty, who is descended from the Gunggari Nation. Born in Mitchell in 1929, she moved to Brisbane in 1966 and to Zillmere in 1969, when there were very few Indigenous people there. Ruth was employed at Northgate Cannery, and her children attended Zillmere North Primary State School, which opened in 1957 and has been known as Taigum State School since 1993. For decades, Ruth worked to improve conditions for local Aboriginal people. She took a year off her job as a tea lady and office cleaner at Wilkes Printing in Zillmere to help establish the Koobara Kindergarten in 1975, and she served as its chairperson for over eleven years. Today known as Koobara Kindergarten and Pre-prep, it is located just outside Fitzgibbon. It primarily delivers programs for Indigenous children, including language, songs, dance and storytelling.

			Aunty Ruth, as she is known, was also instrumental in establishing the Nalingu Home and Community Respite Centre on the corner of Colberg Street and Handford Road. It opened in 1998 with the aim of providing services for Elders and addressing their isolation. The Centre was renovated in 2012, by which time Anglicare ran it, but it is now closed. In the mid-1990s Aunty Ruth and her family started the annual Binambi Barambah cultural enrichment camps. These vacation care programs for Indigenous and non-Indigenous children from low-income, disadvantaged backgrounds received some government funding. Aunty Ruth is the author of three non-fiction books based on her personal and family history, as well as children’s books. She was awarded a Queensland Premier’s Literary Award in 1998 and was a recipient of a Queensland Greats Award in 2010 in recognition of her work with several community groups. In 2014 the Australian Catholic University awarded Aunty Ruth an honorary doctorate. In December 2023 her memoir Is that You, Ruthie? was adapted by actress, playwright and family member Leah Purcell as a play performed at the Cremorne Theatre.

			A notable local identity in the younger generation is Lisa Ann Caruana, whose artwork features on this book’s cover and who is a driving force behind the Kurbingui Boxing Club in Bracken Ridge and the Interpretive Signage on the Fitzgibbon Bush Trail.

		

	
		

		
			
2 
Those Who Came After

			2.1 The Pioneering Phase

			In December 1823, John Oxley explored the land that was home to the Ningy Ningy people (now known as the Redcliffe Peninsula) and recommended it as a site for a penal settlement. Settlement officially started on 12 September 1824—just over two hundred years ago—when Lieutenant Henry Miller was appointed to establish a penal colony near Humpybong Creek (now Redcliffe).1 With him were twenty-nine convicts, nineteen guards and their wives and children, two surveyors, a botanist and a storekeeper/surgeon.

			Indigenous resistance, poor soil and an alleged shortage of fresh water meant that in May 1825 the penal settlement was moved to where the Brisbane central business district is now located. Brisbane was still a remote outpost of the colony of New South Wales, but by 1837, when quarters for female prisoners were built on the Eagle Farm flats, the outlying north-eastern area had begun to develop. The following year, two Lutheran missionaries, ten laymen and their wives from Berlin—the only free settlers permitted in the penal settlement—were granted use of 640 acres. They opened a mission station for Aboriginal people at Zion Hill, later known as German Mission Station and then Nundah. The missionaries did not, however, make any converts, and by 1845 the mission had failed. After more than a thousand convicts passed through the Brisbane penal settlement, it closed in 1839, and in 1842 Brisbane was declared available for free settlement.

			In 1845 the non-Indigenous population of this frontier town stood at only 829, but it grew rapidly through immigration and natural increase. The late 1840s saw the arrival of many working-class British migrants seeking to improve their lives. By 1851, Brisbane’s population had grown to 2,543, with an increase in Australian-born residents. After years of neglect from the New South Wales government, Queensland became a self-governing colony on 10 December 1859. The list of East Moreton voters that year includes more than 400 names, all men.2 Following the mass immigration of the 1880s, Brisbane’s population surged to 110,554 by 1896.3 This and the new railway network expanded settlement into more outlying areas.

			Cabbage Tree Creek was first explored by European settlers in 1844. An 1857 map mentions “Tighgum or Cabbage Tree Creek” and describes this vicinity as “farms”.4 Farming began in Bald Hills in the late 1850s, when three Scottish families—the Stewarts, Duncans and McPhersons—arrived on 6 October 1857 to settle there. Their nearest neighbours were at the German Mission Station. Before long, however, more Scottish capitalists moved to this area, and many families fleeing tenant evictions in the Scottish Highlands and Islands arrived in the years up to 1865. These hard-working Scottish immigrants, often with familial or business ties to one another, comprised most of the early population in Bald Hills, which originally encompassed a much larger area than it does today, including present-day Bracken Ridge, Carseldine and Strathpine.5

			The swampy nature of some Fitzgibbon land, however, made it less amenable to farming and settlement. This helped preserve the bushland and discouraged residential development long after the arrival of Europeans.

			2.2 The First Thirteen

			By the late 1850s, Aborigines no longer presented a threat to local settlers. The land on which their people had lived for tens of thousands of years was taken by the colonial government as so-called Crown land, resulting in a shift from the Indigenous concept of the people as custodians (not owners) of the land to the British notion of freehold property.

			From then on, specific sections of land with specific boundaries belonged to specific persons who bought them from the Colonial government, replacing the Aboriginal system through which the clan or tribe had a right of occupancy of a section of land. The Aboriginal belonged to the land but, under the European system, the land belonged to the new owners and they had a document to clear it. (O’Shea 2010: 15)

			The specific means used to annul native title was land surveys, in response to the growing white population’s demand for land. After being surveyed, land was subject to government auction. The revenue was put towards building much-needed infrastructure, since there was not yet any revenue from income tax. Once sold, the land became freehold and could be transferred to new ownership. An alternative was for settlers to lease the land, usually with an eye to purchasing it later.

			Buyers could pay cash or use the land orders given to fare-paying migrants from the United Kingdom. To encourage migration, which was essential for expansion, the Agricultural Reserves Act of 1863 provided a land grant of eighteen pounds to each healthy, law-abiding adult immigrant from the United Kingdom who travelled in steerage (the cheapest accommodation) and paid their own fare. One land order was assigned for every two accompanied children between the age of four and fourteen. These land orders guaranteed a choice of surveyed but undeveloped lots. Passengers who could afford to pay for better accommodation on board could select thirty acres in one block. Selectors received the property deed after two years of continuous residence in the colony.

			The first sale of land in the Brisbane region occurred on 16 July 1842, and the hamlet of Sandgate was surveyed ten years later.

			In 1857 the first land sales in the area east of the Old Northern Road and South Pine River begin under the control of New South Wales. Initially, the land was sold for farming and comprised the land around Cabbage Tree Creek, bordered by what is now Zillmere Road, Roghan Road, Bridgeman Road and the northerly continuation of Kirby Road, covering mostly what is now Aspley, Carseldine and Fitzgibbon.6
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					Figure 1. Excerpt from Moreton District 20 Chain Series, 1888
Queensland State Archives (QSA), Item ID ITM5330157

				

			

			The invaluable map above reveals that the entire area of present-day Fitzgibbon except the northeastern reserve for a manure depôt (see §2.3)—i.e. eighteen properties—was originally owned or leased by just thirteen people. Rather than pioneer residents, most were speculators who lived elsewhere.

			The first land sale took place in Sydney on 27 February 1857, when Dr. William John Ward (born in Suffolk in 1818) purchased Portion 7 (150 acres) and Portion 8 (104 acres) in the Parish of Nundah. Sydney buyers of land in Queensland often had no intention of farming it, instead hoping that its value would increase over time. As a result, their land often sat unused. The set price for land purchases at that time was one pound per acre. Ward had qualified as a physician in England before migrating from Surrey in the early 1850s.8 When Ward married Mary Kelly (1835–96) from Ireland in Sydney in 1855 he was residing in Shoalhaven. They moved to Brisbane sometime shortly before March 1857. Ward’s Grant by Purchase of Portion 7 was dated 10 March 1857, and he was granted Portion 8 on 31 March. Speculators often did not live on the land they purchased, and the Wards lived in Fortitude Valley. By 1865, however, they were living in Bald Hills, and by 1868 they had moved to Sandgate. Mary died at their home there in 1896, and Dr Ward died in Geraldton, Queensland in 1900.

			On 8 September 1857 Henry George O’Reilly of Sydney purchased Portion 16 (seventy-nine acres three roods that later straddled the railway line) at “the Bald Hills” for seventy-nine pounds fifteen shillings.9 This was likely Captain Henry O’Reilly (1824–77). Leaving Dublin with thirty pounds in his pocket, Master Mariner O’Reilly arrived in Sydney in 1853. That year he made his first trip to Brisbane as captain of the City of Melbourne, which belonged to the Australasian Steam Navigation Company (A.S.N.). O’Reilly commanded many steamers that made this voyage—320 trips in the Telegraph alone. In 1860 he established a bonded warehouse and customs agency in Brisbane, and his family moved here that year. O’Reilly’s first house in Brisbane, “Montpelier”, was in what later became known as Bowen Hills.10 In 1863 O’Reilly resigned his captaincy to manage the local office of the A.S.N., Brisbane’s main shipper.
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					Figure 2. Captain Henry O’Reilly, c. 1870s
John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland, Neg.: 98677

				

			O’Reilly served as a member of the Marine Board from 1864 to 1868. Between late April 1866 and mid-November 1867, however, he was overseas, primarily for an operation to remove his left eye. He is also known as Brisbane’s first non-Indigenous astronomer, and he constructed an observatory in Felix Street in 1871. In October 1869 O’Reilly put Portion 16 up for sale, advertising it as “all fenced in, and comprising a large area of splendid Agricultural Land”.11 At that time, however, migrants were still reluctant to move to rural areas, and despite its vaunted merits the property did not sell until 1888. O’Reilly resigned from A.S.N. in early 1877 due to ill health and died on 18 February 1877. He is buried in South Brisbane Cemetery, where his monument states that it was erected “by some of his fellow servants and intimate friends in estimation of his many virtues and noble character”.

			William John Loudon (sometimes spelled Lowden or Louden;12 born c. 1821 in Londonderry) migrated on the Royal Consort, arriving in Sydney on 9 November 1840. The passenger list describes Loudon as a farm servant and his wife Elizabeth as a dairywoman. At some point, they moved to Brisbane. Loudon became a speculator who bought land in north and south Brisbane. In 1854 he purchased the Bush and Commercial Inn in Fortitude Valley (subsequently renamed the Freemasons Arms then Lamb Inn). After Loudon sold this in 1858, the new licensee gave it the current name, Royal George Hotel, in 1863. On 23 August 1858 Loudon purchased Portion 18 (119 acres) in the Parish of Nundah. He also owned considerable land at Bald Hills, as well as land in Shorncliffe, which was granted to him in 1859 and is where Holland House now stands at 92 Yundah Street. In 1862 Loudon’s Freemasons’ Hotel opened in Sandgate. “Loudon, with ‘a profound mistrust of blacks’ built a fortress near the hotel. His policy was to shoot any Aborigine who came within fifty yards.” (McDonald 2021: 49). He did not develop this site, and by 1864 it had turned into a boarding house. Loudon’s application for a licence for another hotel in Sandgate, the London Hotel, was adjourned for a month in April 1863 because this publican “set a very bad example by being constantly drunk himself.”13 A newspaper article describes Loudon as “an inveterate drunkard” who was charged with being “a dangerous lunatic”.14 After he died in 1866, his acting trustee lodged an application in 1870 to bring Loudon’s land under the Real Property Act, and this application assigned Portion 18 a value of only forty-five pounds, less than half the purchase price.

			On 17 December 1862 James Monro (otherwise Munro, the name in the title deed; born in Northumberland in 1812; died in 1889) of Sydney purchased Portion 6. At 203 acres, this was the largest holding. Monro had arrived in Sydney as a sea captain around 1854 with his wife Maria Isabella (c. 1822–1901). In 1872 he received a gold chronometer watch and chain in commemoration of the fact that nearly twenty years earlier the A.S.N.’s steamship Boomerang arrived from England under his command and shortly afterwards he was appointed to the company as marine superintendent. Monro must have arrived in Australia around the same time as Captain O’Reilly, who also worked for the A.S.N. It is quite likely that these captains knew each other and that it was no coincidence they bought land near each other in the Parish of Nundah. Captain Monro was known for his “uniform kindness of disposition and strict adherence to duty”.15 He served as marine superintendent until 1872, when A.S.N. sent him to work in England. Then in 1886 Monro was appointed as one of the two Brisbane managers of the British India and Queensland Agency Co., Limited.

			The owner of Portion 94, John McConnel (M’Connel; 1806–99), was born in the Ardwick district of Manchester as the fourth son of a wealthy engineer and mill owner. This financial background helped establish him as a major capitalist after he migrated to Australia.

			Towards the end of the ‘30’s John M’Connel, finding his silk-spinning business [in Manchester] unprofitable, disposed of it; after which he thought he would try his luck in Australia, glowing reports of which country had been sent home by his brother David. So, on July 7, 1842, he left England, accompanied by his younger brother, Frederic, then 21 years old, and the youngest of a family of 13 children, in the ship Aden bound for Sydney via Cape Verdi …16


			John’s younger brother David Cannon McConnel had arrived in the Brisbane area in 1841 and taken up a large pastoral run near Esk that year. John and Frederic stayed at this station, Cressbrook, for the next few years, and John eventually bought a two-fifths share from David. The McConnells were among the first pastoralists to settle the Brisbane Valley and were part of the squatting elite. In 1848 David and John also purchased Durundur cattle station near present-day Woodford. In 1851 John became a partner with David in Cressbrook Station. “When the partnership was dissolved fourteen years later, John McConnel took Durundur, but, being a member of the Legislative Assembly, divided his time between Durundur and Brisbane”.17 Durundur was a key source of his wealth in the 1850s, and he lived there for thirty years from 1863. John served on the Queensland Legislative Council from 1861, resigning in 1868 due to deafness. Because his Canadian-born wife Amelia (Amy) Elizabeth (1822–77) did not like the climate at Durundur, he also built on land at 60 Park Parade in Shorncliffe. This residence was not finished until early 1864, although John and Amy occupied part of it before completion. McConnel was an enthusiastic land-buyer. His many local holdings included Portion 94, which he purchased on 17 October 1864. Its sixty-three acres were a trifle compared with the size of his other holdings. In 1899 McConnel died from the summer heat at his residence in Lutwyche. An obituary states that “With his late brother, David C. M’Connel, he was an importer of some of the finest Shorthorn cattle that ever came to Australia. … He was a capital judge of stud cattle, and though very diffident in offering an opinion, it was generally worth having when it came.”18 One opinion that these two brothers were known for was their belief that “it is morally right for a Christian nation to extirpate savages from their native soil in order that it may be peopled with a more intelligent and civilised race of human beings etc. etc.” (letter from local settler Henry Mort to his mother and sisters written at Cressbrook on 28 January 1844).19

			The A. Norris associated with Portion 190 was Alexander Norris (1824–1905) from Glasgow. In 1848 Alexander, his wife Mary (born Waddell c. 1824; died in Woogaroo Asylum in 1886) and their two young sons sailed to New Orleans on a ship of followers of the Mormon prophet Joseph Smith. The passenger list describes Alexander as a labourer. The 1850 census records the family as living in Louisiana and describes Alexander as a carpenter. They then lived in Kentucky until around 1860 before returning to Glasgow, possibly because Mary was ill.
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					Figure 3. Alexander and Mary Norris 
Courtesy of Stephen Norris

				

			On 16 April 1862 this resolute family (including a third son and a daughter) set off for Brisbane, arriving on the Helenslee on 9 August. On 27 December Alexander used land orders to purchase fifty-four acres at Bald Hills (Subdivision 2 of Portion 98). In 1864 he was granted additional land orders worth thirty pounds, because migrants who resided continuously for two years could claim a further land order worth twelve pounds. Mary did not receive one because she was over the thirty-five-year age limit for women. Alexander used these to select Portion 190, a twenty-acre property just south of what is now Telegraph Road, on 26 April 1865. This was finally granted to him on 16 May 1887.

			The E. Buckby associated with Portion 191 (twenty acres) was Eliza Buckby (1846–1927), the first local female landowner, although women in Queensland did not have the right to property ownership independent of their husbands until 1890. Eliza was the second wife of George Buckby, a pioneering resident of Bald Hills from 1859. George was born in 1828 in Northamptonshire, where he worked as an agricultural labourer. His first wife, whom he married in England in 1848, was Elizabeth (born Johnson; 1828–63), a lacemaker. They arrived in Brisbane on the Duchess of Northumberland on 3 February 1851 with their infant son, and George worked as a farmer. The family lived at German Station then moved to Bald Hills. Two years after Elizabeth’s death from cancer in 1863, George married the young Eliza Hall on 18 April 1865. Born in Sheffield, England, sixteen-year-old Eliza had arrived in Brisbane with her family on the Sultana on 1 November 1862. She subsequently served as a teacher at the first school in Bald Hills, which opened in the Presbyterian Church in 1864. On 10 May 1865—less than a month after her marriage—Eliza purchased Portion 191. Around 1870 the family moved to the North Pine district, where George was licensee of the North Pine River Hotel for three years from 1875. They then moved to Strathpine, where he ran the Four Mile Creek Hotel near the corner of Gympie Road and Buckby Street (presumably named after this family). George died at his residence in Strathpine in 1886. Eliza lived in Strathpine for forty-nine years before her death at the age of eighty. She was one of the Pine Rivers district’s “oldest and most highly respected residents”.20

			On 19 August 1865 Johann Fredrick Wilhelm Beier (born in Bavaria in 1842; died in 1918) of South Brisbane purchased Portion 196 (nineteen acres two roods thirty-two perches for nineteen pounds fourteen shillings) and Portion 197 (twenty acres). A Johann Beyer (aged twenty-two) had migrated to Queensland on 5 September 1863 on the Beausite. In 1875 Johann Beier married Helwine Antoneta Mattea Gulbransen (1841–1902), who arrived from Norway in 1872. From 1887 or earlier Johann Beier was farming at Samford.

			On 9 August 1862 John McCallum and his wife Margaret Stewart McCallum arrived from Glasgow on the Helenslee—the same voyage as the Norris family. If they were not already acquainted in Scotland, it is possible that they met during the trip, among the roughly three hundred people on board. The McCallums took up farming at Bald Hills. On 14 September 1863 John’s younger brother, a labourer named Daniel McCallum who was born in Glasgow around 1831, arrived on the Star of England. On 12 December 1865 Daniel purchased Portion 189 (twenty acres later cut through by the railway line). This land was granted to him on 23 April 1867.

			Blacksmith Carl Friedrich Tegge (1826–80) migrated from Prussia at the age of thirty-nine, arriving in Moreton Bay on La Rochelle on Christmas Day 1865. Tegge, who had married Johanne Emilie Friederike Christiane Roehl in Berlin in 1857, purchased Portion 198 (twenty acres) on 2 June 1866, and the freehold title was issued on 16 July 1869. Alongside the early English, Irish and Scottish immigrants, many Germans immigrated from the 1860s to the 1890s.

			Portion 5A (eighty acres later straddling the railway line) was purchased by Adam Forsyth (born in 1850 near Stirling, Scotland) on 28 March 1867 and granted on 24 March 1869. In 1873 Forsyth was clerk to Messrs J. and J. Burns. He and his younger brother James, who later became a state politician, were among the four founders of Burns, Philp, and Co., a major shipping line and merchant company established in 1883. Adam Forsyth managed the company’s A.U.S.N. (Australasian United Steam Navigation) Department at the head office in Sydney. He became a prominent figure in shipping and commercial circles and a director of many public companies. There is a photo of him in The History of Burns Philp: The Australian Company in the South Pacific (Buckley and Klugman 1981: 16). Forsyth died a wealthy bachelor in Sydney in 1917.

			To the east of Forsyth’s lot, Portion 5 was owned by Joseph Walsh Lee. Lee was born around 1829 in Lancashire, where he married Jane Ogden (1828–1911) at the age of twenty-two. They arrived in Moreton Bay on the Golden City on 7 March 1863 with their two daughters. After working as manager of the Lancashire Cotton Company in Beenleigh (a scheme that failed), Lee took up land at Zillman’s Waterholes in the late 1860s. Motivated by the prospect of cotton cultivation, Lee purchased land in the Parish of Kedron, and on 1 July 1867 he also purchased Portion 5 (seventy-three acres) in the Parish of Nundah. Lee was granted freehold title of this land, which was later divided by the railway line, on 9 July 1875.

			Lee became a wealthy landowner in the area. He planted Portion 5 with sugar cane, a crop that the government was promoting at the time. “Cabbage Tree Creek ran conveniently right through the middle for Kanakas to arrive silently to work the soil and harvest the crops” (Ballard 1998: 18) This is a reference to how South Pacific Islanders were kidnapped or lured by sea merchants (“blackbirders”) between 1863 and 1904. More than 60,000 men and women were brought to Queensland to work in the cane fields, because white workers were “unsuited” to the task.

			Technically they were not slaves, as they were paid for the labour. However, their wage was one-fifth the rate for Europeans and they had no option but to work for the plantation owners, as no one else would hire them.

			Thousands of islanders – or kanakas, as they were called – died where they worked. The death rate for islanders was four times that of Europeans. (Sandra McLean. “Bitter Life of Sugar Slaves”; article in Kanakas file at Sandgate Museum; no source or date given)

			Although South Pacific Islanders worked on Lee’s property and elsewhere in the region, some locals were opposed to such practices.

			There had been those capitalist pioneers of Australia, particularly in Queensland, who wished the country to develop along the lines of the southern states of the USA, as a plantation society whose wealth would be based on a coloured coolie-type labouring class. This concept was vehemently opposed by those English, Irish and Scottish immigrants and their descendants who themselves were of yeoman or industrial working class origins … (Moses 1993: 42)

			A meeting at Zillman’s Waterholes State School in August 1882 carried a resolution opposing the introduction of “coolies, or any other class of servile labourers, into Queensland.”21 Lee supported this resolution. The “democratic-egalitarian forces” won out, bringing an end to coolie and Kanaka labour. After Federation in 1901, this labour trade was stopped.

			The German missionaries in Zion Hill had introduced pineapples to Queensland, and a pineapple cannery was established in Zillmere in 1892.22 Joseph Walsh Lee owned a large pineapple farm, exhibited in the Zillmere Show, served as president of Zillmere Show Society for many years and was president of the Zillmere Horticultural Society. This farmer-politician was a member of Nundah Divisional Board and, for one term, the Kedron Divisional Board. He was the first to petition for the construction of roads in Zillmere, at a time when not even a track existed.

				
					[image: ]
					Figure 4. Joseph Walsh Lee
Chermside and Districts Historical Society

				

			

			In his capacity as Secretary to the School Committee, on 15 November 1875 Lee petitioned Brisbane’s Board of Education on behalf of local residents desiring a school at Zillman’s Waterholes. On 4 February 1876 the District Inspector of Schools recommended that the school be built, and Lee was one of the first committee members. Zillman’s Waterholes State School opened on 22 January 1877, and in 1888 the name changed to Zillmere State School. In those days and well past the mid-twentieth century, “Zillmere” included what is now Fitzgibbon.

			Figure 5 shows the Lee family home at the intersection of Beams Road and Handford Road, on the southern side where St Flannan’s now stands (the Catholic Archdiocese bought the property in 1952). The people are possibly Joseph and Jane Lee in the centre, with their daughters and granddaughter. The trees behind the house were on the banks of Cabbage Tree Creek.
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					Figure 5.  Lee home on Beams Road 
Chermside and Districts Historical Society

				

			Lee died in Zillmere in 1904, and J W Lee Park there was named after him in 2002. An obituary for his wife Jane, who died in 1911, reads as follows:

			The deceased lady was fond of recounting her early adventures with the blacks, whom she always treated with kindness, often ministering to them when they were sick, and at whose hands she always received kindness in return. She, like her late husband, was greatly interested in horticulture, having had the first flower garden in Zillmere …23
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					Figure 6.  Jane Lee 
Chermside and Districts Historical Society

				

			J. Leacy (Portions 192–195) was Joseph Leacy, born in 1834 in the County of Wexford, Ireland. He arrived in Brisbane on the Wansfell on 13 November 1861 with his wife Mary Ann (born Murphy in 1835; died 1919) and four-year-old son John. At the time of Joseph’s death in 1915, he and Mary had eight living children and seven deceased children, a situation not unusual at the time. The early years of the colony witnessed high infant mortality rates, partly because of the prevalence of epidemic diseases.24 In the late nineteenth century, one in every ten children did not survive the first year of life.25 After working at Boyland’s Pocket (now known as Oxley Creek), Leacy took up a farming lease there, but he lost his crops in the flood of 1864. After his lease expired, Leacy took up land in Bald Hills in 1869. In 1874 he also took up land in the Terrors Creek (Dayboro) area. On 8 April 1876—over a decade after the previous purchase of local land, possibly due to the general shortage of buyers in the 1860s—Leacy leased about ninety-eight acres of second-class pastoral land (i.e. land in an unsettled area not already under pastoral lease) in the Parish of Nundah. Portions 192 (nineteen acres and thirty-two perches), 193 (twenty acres), 194 (twenty acres) and 195 (nineteen acres two roods thirty-two perches) totalled nearly seventy-eight acres. Leacy also leased Portion 182, twenty acres on the northern side of Telegraph Road. He leased these five portions for twenty-four pounds fifteen shillings. In 1882 Leacy qualified for ownership of these five properties, having paid rent until then and improved the land by fencing it. In 1893 he settled on a selection on the North Pine. Leacy had been farming on the Upper North Pine since 1886 or earlier. “At some stage, the common usage spelling of Leacy was adopted to be Lacey” (Welch 2008: 276).26 Lacey Road in Carseldine is named after the Leacy family.

			The eighteen allotments sold in what is now Fitzgibbon seem to have been barely improved in these early years, suggesting that the unworked land was bought by absentee landholders and/or that it turned out to be unsuitable for agriculture. Other reasons might have been the “harsh conditions, transport problems and the recession” (Frew 1981: 7). Much of the bush remained uncleared, making cultivation impossible. Some portions, however, were at least partially fenced, indicating that they were probably used for grazing livestock.

			
2.3 Manure Depôt

			When the early land sales occurred in this area, life in Brisbane was primitive, with no drains, septic or sewage services and with appalling sanitary conditions. Along with other household waste, “night soil” (toilet waste) was dumped in creeks and the Brisbane River. Some was used as fertiliser for farms or gardens. Fortunately for the health of the people and waterways, in 1866 Sir Charles Tiffin invented a self-acting earth closet in Brisbane. Dirt, ashes or sawdust were thrown into a pan below the seat to reduce the smell and flies. In 1879 earth closets became compulsory, leading to a sharp drop in infant mortality. For some time, however, the pans were emptied into the ocean off Mud Island, polluting Sandgate beach. Dumping into Moreton Bay continued until the late 1920s.

			All this meant an urgent need for a better way to dispose of the collected sewage. “Manure depôt” was the term used for sewage disposal sites in the late nineteenth century. In the twentieth century, the more salubrious term “sanitary depot” was used. The sites had to be sufficiently distant from people to avoid health concerns or an outcry due to unpleasant odours. Land in the north-eastern corner of what is now Fitzgibbon fit the bill.

			Perhaps in response to fears of typhoid, which was rampant in 1885, on 17 February that year a deputation from Sandgate Municipality met with the Minister for Lands to request a grant of Crown land for use as a manure depôt. The Government Gazette of 18 April announced the establishment of a permanent reserve (about fifty-six acres) for this purpose on Cabbage-tree Creek.27 This was Portion 284, located to the north of Portion 94, and it was under the control of Sandgate Municipal Council, whose jurisdiction extended to Telegraph Road and Simpson (now Norris) Road.

			

			On 1 May 1885 the municipality known as the Borough of Sandgate invited tenders for the erection of two buildings at the manure depôt—a four-roomed cottage with a six-foot veranda in front and a shed “of rough bush material, covered with shingles; size, 15 feet wide, 8 feet high, and 30 feet long, with double roof.”28 Thomas Allard’s tender of 138 pounds 10 shillings was accepted on 4 May.29 On 15 May Sandgate Council’s Improvement Committee inspected the site and decided where to build the cottage. It also recommended that the reserve be fenced with two-rail split timber and that five pounds be spent on closing the sides of the drying-shed.30 By December or earlier, the depôt had been fenced. On 2 June 1885 Nundah Divisional Board noted receipt of a letter from James Handford (see §2.4) “asking the board to take steps to prevent the road being fenced across, and also to prevent the contractor from washing his carts in the creek or waterholes on which the ratepayers depend for water.”31 Handford’s request was “referred to the chairman to deal with”.

			This depôt was not available to residents of what is now Bracken Ridge, who were left to their own devices in terms of waste disposal. In 1885 Sandgate residents paid their Council a threepence health rate (fee for having their earth closet emptied and garbage removed), and this revenue was enough to cover the cost of the depôt cottage and fencing. From 1886 the sanitation contract was let at 400 pounds per annum for three years, and the health rate was reduced to tuppence. “We guarantee there is not a resident in the place but is well satisfied at the way in which the work is done, and the cheapness of it”.32 Before the depôt was established, sanitation had been “filthily conducted, and it cost nearly as many pounds then per house as it does shillings now.”33

			… a pan exchange system was used. This was transported in a wagon drawn by two light draught horses. The driver was commonly known as the ‘night man’ supposedly because most of the collecting was carried out in the dark hours of early morning.

			The ‘night soil’ was taken to a depot in the vicinity of (now) Depot and Lemke Roads, where it was buried. … It consisted of thirty-seven acres.

			Sanitary contractors were paid from two to five pence per pan to collect the ‘night soil.’ (Sandgate & District Historical Society and Museum 2001: 8)

			According to a BCC plaque on Lemke Road,

			The avenue of Tuckeroo trees and the old bitumen path is a reminder of a time before flushable toilets. This was the entry into a sanitary depot where human waste from residents of Sandgate was disposed of.

			Before the sewerage system was built in Brisbane, people generally used an outhouse (or thunderbox), a small shed in the backyard that contained a toilet with a removable pan. Sandgate Council employed a ‘nightman’ to collect the pans containing the ‘night soil’ and exchanged them for steam cleaned pans. The soiled pans were taken by horse drawn wagons or later in a truck to a sanitary depot where the contents were [emptied] into a pit three feet underground and the pans steam cleaned.

				
					[image: ]
					Figure 7. Entry to the former sanitary depot site (15 July 2016)
Courtesy of Kirstin Brown, Principal Heritage Officer, BCC

				

			

			In May 1888 the contractor asked Sandgate Municipal Council to supply sleeping accommodation for employees at the depôt and to repaint the buildings. This request was referred to the Improvement Committee.34 On 1 October the Council moved that fifty pounds be spent on repairing and gravelling the road to the depôt.35 The frequent comings-and-goings of dunny carts along the “Manure Depôt road”—now known as Depot Road—“played the devil with the track”, repeatedly causing costly repairs in the 1880s.36 In July 1889 the depôt land was removed from the Nundah Divisional Board’s jurisdiction and annexed to the central ward of Sandgate Municipality.

			On 3 April 1894 Messrs John Hall & Co were granted the tender for a three-year sanitary contract at three and three-quarter pence per pan per service. The contractors, who collected their own fees, were also given scavenging rights relating to garbage disposal.37

			The Municipal Council’s inspector regularly inspected the depôt and usually found that conditions were satisfactory. In January 1895, however, Alderman Frederick Mann moved “That the cottage at the manure depot be ceiled [provided with a ceiling], the same to be made urgent”.38

			In 1897 Sandgate Sanitary Company took over under a five-year contract at three and a half pence per service for government and municipal offices and three and three-quarter pence for private dwellings.39

			… the new contract, is to be on more modern lines than the old—no more dump carts, Mr. Editor,—the duplicate pan system if you please, and that for just the same money as was paid under the old contract. The nauseous irritation caused by the standing of a dump cart just in front of one’s bedroom window, while the sanitary men perform their necessary but unpleasant duty, their presence being manifested by an odorous attack on one’s olfactory organ, is to be no more. … old things sanitary are passing away and on the 1st of May the new order will prevail. (“Sandgate Notes.” Moreton Mail, 9 April 1897: 6)

			This company started local operations on 3 May 1897 after having purchased “all improvements” from the previous contractor.40

			Around 1898 the depôt-keeper was James Bunnett (born in Brisbane in 1859; died in Toowoomba in 1943). Bunnett had worked as a saddler in Brisbane then as a health officer in Gympie, but by 1889 he was living in Red Hill. It was after this that he served as caretaker at the manure depôt. He and his wife Elizabeth Maria (born Toyne in Massachusetts in 1859; died in Toowoomba in 1933) were still at the depot in January 1902, when during a storm a branch from an apple tree near their cottage fell on the four-year-old son of Bald Hills farmer Peter Gaskill.41 The boy died that night.

			

			Although the Sandgate Sanitary Company had occupied the land for over a year by May 1898, it failed to fulfil the contract requirement of clearing fresh ground to bury the refuse.42 Instead of following the method stipulated in the contract, in 1901 it was following its own method:

			This consisted of making pits 24 feet by 6 feet by 2 feet deep, capable of holding a week’s nightsoil, which was covered over daily with tan, brought by certain farmers as back-loading from town. After the lapse of three weeks this manure was sold to the farmers ; so far only a small quantity had been sold, and it was explained that the system was being tried only as an experiment. He (the inspector) had instructed the manager to revert to the specifications of the contract until he had instructions from the council to do otherwise.43


			At a Municipal Council meeting on 16 September 1901, the Commissioner for Health said that

			… they had a fine piece of ground for burying the nightsoil, but were utilising the worst piece possible. It was low and wet, with a shallow soil and clay bottom, giving forth a nasty smell, and the stuff oozing up through the soil, whilst by a small expenditure they could make the road to the high ground, which was very suitable, and where the manure could be treated efficiently, and the ground so fertilised that it would grow splendid crops and be a source of income. If buried at all, the nightsoil should be placed in dry ground.44


			The electoral rolls for 1903, 1905 and 1906 list Robert John Warren (born in England in 1862) as living at the depot as a sanitary contractor. Warren had married widow Amy Ellen Bradshaw (born Clews in Worcester, England; 1856–1901) in 1886, and they had seven children between 1887 and 1900, which must have made for tight conditions in the four-room cottage. Warren was still the contractor as of April 1909, but he died on 7 September that year.

			“Mr Scriven is reported as being the last person in charge of the Depot”,45 but it is unclear whether this was James Scriven or his brother Robert, and a foreman worked there after that. A 1914 advertisement for the sale of a cow mentions “J.A. Scriven, Sandgate Sanitary Depot”.46 This was James Andrew Scriven (1878–1942). The electoral rolls between 1912 and 1919 list him as a tanner living in Kedron. By 1921 he was a labourer living in Sandgate, while the 1925 electoral roll described him as a farmer living at the Nudgee College Estate in Boondall. These various addresses and James Scriven’s work as a tanner in the years before and after the 1914 advertisement suggest that he might simply have resided at Sandgate sanitary depot with his older brother Robert, possibly on a short-term basis around the time of the advertisement.

			Robert George Scriven (1870–1950) and his wife Henrietta (born Jewell; 1875–1953) had two adult daughters who resided at the sanitary depot. Thurza Dorcas Scriven (1896–1987) was living there as of 1917 and 1919. Her older sister Lilian Caroline Scriven (1893–1983) was listed in the 1921 electoral roll as a machinist residing at the sanitary depot. Between 1906 and 1925 Robert was listed as a carrier living in Kedron. It is quite possible that “carrier” refers to the transport of human waste and rubbish, but it is unclear why Robert did not live with his grown-up daughters at the depot, although this possibly had something to do with the fact that he remarried in 1919.

			In 1920 the night-time service was replaced by a daylight service, and the facilities were improved.47

			The sanitary depot, which has been the spot where the night soil and garbage of Sandgate has been dealt with for over 30 years, is an area of 56 acres of land, situated on the bank of Cabbage Tree Creek, about a mile and a half due west of the town. Until now the sanitation of the town has been carried out by night, under contract. The system undoubtedly was capable of improvement, and a few months ago the council decided to carry out the work under its own supervision. This required capital, and a loan of £2,500 was obtained from the Government, and it was the object of a visit to the depot, to show what has been done with the money.

			Here it may be stated that the new service, which commences on the 1st of July, will be a day one, the hours being from 5 a.m. to 5 p.m. On entering the depot, and not far from the road, is the dwelling in which the contractor has lived and which will be occupied by the depot foreman, under the new regime. The old sheds here come into view and one look at them shows how inefficient they must have been for the work. The council’s [illegible] was to have installed the new plant further away from the cottage, about midway between the road and the creek. Situated in a good sized paddock, which has been sown partly with barley and Rhodes grass and wheat and Rhodes grass as fodder for the horses, is a large and substantial building, providing stable accommodations for eight horses, with feed and harness rooms. Nearby is a concrete water trough for watering the animals. Passing on one comes to the new appliances for dealing with the pans. Of first importance is the large boiler, supplying the hot water for cleansing the pans, after being emptied. On the right is the disinfecting tank of concrete, and on the left is another concrete tank to be available, in case of a breakdown of the pump. The concrete floor over which the cleansing is done is well drained, the polluted water being drawn on to a precipitating tank, built on the septic tank principle. The water then passes on into a filter bed, and finds its way through a pipe down to the creek, by which time it is claimed to be as innocuous as it is possible to make it. On the other side of the cleansing shed is the hot tar tank, in which the pans at intervals will be made ready for the dwelling houses. The new pans will be fitted with an airtight lid, and will be removed to the depot in a closed in waggon, thus reducing the escape of effluvia to a minimum. Nearer the creek is a well built shed, containing a double action pump, driven by an oil engine, of Australian make. This pump is capable of supplying water drawn from the creek for the cleansing of the pans. The gauge at the time of the inspection showed a 30 lbs. pressure, more than sufficient to dislodge the fecal matter in the pans. The sawdust waggon is on the premises, and the sanitary waggons will be delivered this week. There also is a large shed in which the waggons will be protected from the weather. The erection of a new front fence is in hand, and other necessary work will be put in hand as early as possible.

			

			In 1920 the foreman’s weekly salary was four pounds fourteen shillings, with the weekly rent of the cottage fixed at ten shillings. The depot’s work was placed under the control and supervision of the health inspector.48 In April 1921 he reported that vacant ground at the depot was being used to grow feed for horses.49 The following month Sandgate Town Council approved a motion to provide

			… extra accommodation and conveniences at the sanitary depot, including a chaff-cutter and engine for dealing with the horse feed that now was being grown on the land. As the whole cost would not be more than £100, and as the saving would be considerable, the outlay would be a good investment.50


			Money must have been tight, because at the Council’s monthly meeting on 10 October 1921 it was decided to dispense with the foreman’s services for economic reasons.51 This did not, of course, mean that the need for the depot’s services disappeared, and in 1924 the Council was able to commit to spending three hundred pounds for a cottage there, presumably to replace the one built in 1885.52 Then in 1944 the BCC adopted a health committee recommendation to provide better accommodation (including showers and dining and change rooms) at a cost of £450 for employees at this depot.53

			Local resident Eric Alfred Holz (1918–91) recalled that although the night soil was buried, … some Chinese farmers must have seen this as a waste and started a farm opposite the Depot, on the other side of Cabbage tree Creek, where the Australian Rules Football field in Lemke Road exists today.

			They must have made some unofficial deal to empty and clean the pans for fertiliser for the farm. A log was placed across the creek for easy access. My father [Francis Holz] who lived up the creek on Roghan Road said they were excellent neighbours. They did not celebrate Christmas, but every New Year Day put on a party to which they invited the neighbours. Roast Pig and beer, I believe, was a speciality. My father died in 1932, and although I can not put a date to it, but the practice of emptying the wagons was stopped and the Chinese left the area shortly afterwards.54


			On 1 August 1936 a self-feeding metal-drilling machine and a blacksmith’s leg vice (total value: seventeen pounds) were stolen from the blacksmith’s shop at the depot.55

			After the seven-year contract expired at the end of 1948, wagons were no longer used for transporting nightsoil and garbage, being replaced by motorised vehicles.56 From February 1949 sanitary depot workers were supplied with bib-type rubber aprons.57 One wonders what—if any—protective clothing they wore before then.

			By 1951 and possibly earlier the night soil was being covered by garbage then sawdust and a final layer of ash.58 By that time Edward Joseph Vincent Robinson (1892–1976) had been foreman at this depot for twenty-five years. In the 1958 electoral roll he is listed as a labourer at Depot Road in Deagon but living in Nundah.

			Sanitation problems persisted. A report commented on the pan system used in Queensland around 1956 as follows:

			

			This method is far from being perfect and aesthetically it leaves much to be desired. Nevertheless, when it is properly operated, it is very effective in the prevention of fly-borne intestinal diseases.
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