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      The School of Knowing and Serving God (SKSG), the academic institution responsible for the training of missionaries, leaders and pastors of the Christian Missionary Fellowship International (CMFI), organised a special 28-day session from 20 June to 18 July 2021 in Koume, Bertoua. The theme of the session was, The House Church in God’s Eternal Purposes. This theme is in line with the goal of phase 3 of our work, which is to plant one million house churches.

      What is a house church? Where should it meet? How should the meeting be conducted? Who should lead it? When should it meet? Who should be part of it? These are just some of the questions that brother Theodore Andoseh has answered with examples from the Bible and from experience. The burden was to offer our ministry a biblical context within which to make disciples of Jesus Christ, so that the making of disciples is not viewed as an individual initiative but as an integrated part of God’s purposes in the building of His kingdom.

      Brother T. A. shares lessons learnt and applied from the Scriptures, from his training under brother Zach and his labours as a missionary. These messages have been transcribed and compiled into this book titled The House Church in God’s Eternal Purposes.

      If you are a house church leader, a leader, a future leader, a missionary, a pastor, and you want to experience life, true life, in a house church and draw your people into this experience, this book is for you! As you read it and put the message into practice, may the house churches under your responsibility and those you will plant, experience the true fellowship and love that should exist in a house church.
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        MESSAGE I

      

      

      Let us start this session by uplifting ourselves. Who has a wonderful testimony and does not have the gift of loquacity, he has the gift of brevity.

      I want to say, I am surprised that there are so few people who came. I thought all the provincial leaders would send many people, because the course is so capital for the accomplishment of our goal. When we plan a course for twenty-eight days, that ought to show that it is a very serious course. I don’t know why even in the Headquarters all the centres are not represented. Pastors were not commanded to come.

      I feared that we would not have space. In my head, I thought that we would be more than 1000, and that we would tell some people to go back. It took me by surprise that we are less than 200. It shows that many people are not connected to God and what God is doing. Pray that our leaders would be connected to God so that they may sense what God is doing with us.

      I consider this course one of the most serious courses we will have in the School of Knowing and Serving God (SKSG). It concerns what we are going to do in our entire ministry. Actually, it took me by surprise that we are less than one hundred; it shows that many people are not connected to God and what God is doing.

      
        	Pray that our leaders would be connected to God, so that they may sense what God is doing with us.
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            The nature of the Church

          

        

      

    

    
      Let us start by our introduction. The church is described according to its two natures. The church has a spiritual nature and a physical nature.

      The spiritual nature of the Church

      The spiritual nature of the church describes what the church means to God; it describes what the church should do for God; it describes the Church’s relationship with God.

      The Church has a spiritual nature and that spiritual nature comes out in the many names that are given to the church.

      The Church has two natures, and we are to know the two natures of the church. Whatever the physical nature of any church, whether it is in the South, the Headquarters, or in Europe, the physical nature of a church can change, but the spiritual nature of anything called church must conform. When the spiritual nature of a church changes, it may no longer be a church because the spiritual nature of the church does not change. The Church has two natures. It has a spiritual nature that describes its relationship with God, what it means to God and its mission.

      The church has a spiritual nature, and the spiritual nature of the church is eternal. The spiritual nature of the church is universal.

      The spiritual nature of the church is never relative. None of us can touch the spiritual nature of the church.

      The physical nature of the church varies; it changes. It can be relative, but the spiritual nature of the church is eternal, invariable, immutable and universal. Nobody modifies the spiritual nature of the church.

      I am going to handle just the introduction in this course, because that alone should be a big chapter. All the names of the church ought to be explained clearly, so that when you are a pastor, you can see whether what you call church has these characteristics.

      In order not to take long, I will just give you about twenty names that describe the spiritual nature of the church. You can study them, and I beg you to study them.

      The bible calls the church in terms of its relationship to the Godhead: the Church of God. This means that the church belongs to God. It is called the household of God, which means that the church is the family of God.

      
        
        For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building (1 Corinthians 3:9).

        

      

      The church is God’s field. The church is God’s building. All these titles are related to God the Father, the relationship of the church to God the Father. It is the church of God, the household of God, the field of God, the building of God. And in the book of Revelation, it is the city of God.

      All these names of the church describe the church’s relationship with God the Father.

      If you gather people that have no relationship with God the Father, it is not the church, because the church, whether it is in a house, or in a locality, or in any of its physical forms, must be the church of God. It must be the household of God. It must be the field of God. It must be the building of God and when it becomes very big, we have what we call megachurches or supra churches. It must be the city of God.

      When the church is in cellular form, it may meet in a house; it is, ‘Where two or three are gathered.’ But when the church grows and grows and grows, it is the city of God. It starts as the household of God, the people of God. The church is the people of God.

      
        
        You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2:5).

        

      

      Write down all the names of the church in this passage; but now, we are looking at the church in its relationship with God the Father. The others also describe the spiritual nature of the church in the way it functions.

      The Church is the church of God. When you read the bible, you will discover more: the assembly of God, the household of God, the people of God, the city of God, the field of God, the building of God.

      Then the bible also describes the church in her relationship with the Lord Jesus. It is the Body of Christ; it is the bride of Christ; it is the church of Christ.

      The Body of Christ, the Bride of Christ, the church of Christ: that is the church in its relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

      As the Body of Christ, it does the work of Christ.

      As the Bride of Christ, it is the helper of Jesus in His mission.

      As the Church of Christ, it is the people who gather in the Name of Christ.

      So, the church is described in her relationship with Jesus Christ.

      That one can never change; it is the spiritual nature of the church. If you call it Christian Missionary Fellowship International (CMFI) church, or ‘Mountain of Fire church’, if it does not have these characteristics, it is not the church. It may be the church of Satan or the church of the world. And Pentecostals need to hear this, because when mighty charismatic leaders emerge, they feel that the church belongs to them, so much so that they can change it. Whether it is in Christian Missionary Fellowship International (CMFI), or in ‘Winner’s Chapel’ or the Roman Catholic system, the church must have a relationship with God the Father, and the church must have a relationship with God the Son.

      Then, the church must have a relationship with God the Holy Spirit. It is the temple of the Holy Spirit. The church is called the temple of the Holy Spirit.

      Is there another description of the church in relationship with the Holy Spirit? I know that the church is the temple of the Holy Spirit.

      So, it has a relationship with God the Father, with God the Son, and it has a relationship with God the Holy Spirit.

      And then, the church is also described in relationship to the members that constitute it:

      
        	A royal priesthood ;

        	A holy nation ;

        	The assembly of the First Born.

      

      In Hebrews chapter 12 for example, the church has many names.

      Verse 22 says, You have come to Mount Zion!

      The church is described as:

      
        	The Mount Zion ;

        	The Heavenly Jerusalem ;

        	The city of the living God.

      

      You have come to thousands of angels in joyful assembly.

      
        	The church is the joyful assembly;

        	It is the church of the First Born.

      

      Those are all descriptions of the spiritual nature of the church.

      Peter’s description shows us that the church is a spiritual house, a holy priesthood.

      
        
        But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light (1 Peter 2:9–10).

        

      

      
        	Chosen race ;

        	Royal Priesthood ;

        	Holy Nation ;

        	A chosen people ;

        	The people of God.

      

      Below are five names of the church that describe the church as it grows:

      
        	The elect of God ;

        	A royal priesthood ;

        	A holy nation ;

        	A chosen people ;

        	A people belonging to God ;

      

      From, ‘The elect’ to ‘A people’.

      When the bible says, in describing geopolitical units of the world, that the gospel shall be carried to all peoples, to all tribes, to all nations, as the church grows, it becomes:

      
        	The elect (individuals who are chosen),

        	a nation,

        	a people.

      

      Peter is describing the church as it grows.

      So, the church must be growing, until we become a people, more than a nation.

      Paul also describes the church in terms of its spiritual nature.

      
        
        If I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth (1 Timothy 3:15).

        

      

      How many titles are in the passage above?

      God’s household;

      The church of the living God;

      The pillar and the foundation of truth.

      That is what the church is.

      What is the church? The church is the pillar of truth. The church is the foundation of truth. If truth is not found anywhere else, the church must be built on truth. All the politics between leaders is destroying the church. The church is the pillar of truth, the foundation of truth. It is the gathering of the Living God; It is the household of God.

      Those are the things that describe the nature of the church.

      Now, when you want to understand God’s mind about the church, when you take the church as the bride of Christ, then you need to look at the archetypes.

      When you want to study the church as the Bride of Christ, you must study all that is said about the church as the Bride. You now go to the Old Testament and see all the wives described there as the image, the representation of the church in parables. You shall see that the bible gives us one hundred and fifty (150) good and bad wives which describe the different types of churches: Sarah, a submissive church; Jezebel, the idolatrous church; Leah, the chosen church. So, it tells us that all the good and bad wives are different types of churches. So, you can plant your church and it is the bride of Christ; but like in Revelations, that bride of Christ may be the prostitute or it may be the wife. If the church which you have planted loves the world, like in the book of Hosea, the church which you have planted is not the New Jerusalem; it is Babylon. If it loves the world, it is the prostitute.

      The church is God’s garden. You may now go to the Old Testament and study all the gardens which God planted, go to Eden and see that the church is God’s Eden. In Isaiah, the bible says that God planted a vineyard, and He planted good seeds. How come that, that garden produced bad fruit? The vine of God is Jerusalem, the people of God. It is all that describes the church.

      So, when you want to study Ecclesiology, that is, the study of the church, you take the church as God’s building and look at all God’s buildings in the Old Testament: the temple, the tabernacle, the temple in the days of Ezekiel, the temple of Zerubabel, the temple of Solomon, the tabernacle of Moses and the tabernacle of David. You need to study all the buildings of God. You also need to study all the other temples which Solomon constructed in Jerusalem, the city of God, but which were not temples for God because there, they worshipped other gods. It shows that you and I could be Jeroboams, who, instead of building Bethel, the house of God, build Beth-Aven, the house of idols. In the book of Amos, Bethel is called the house of God, but when Jeroboam put his idol there, the name was changed to Beth-Aven, meaning, ‘house of idols’. This means that Bethel can become Beth-Aven.

      When you see the church as the garden of God, you go to the Old Testament and study all the trees which the bible describes and all these represent types of churches. The church is God’s fig tree, the church is God’s cedar – in its strength, in being solid, in its capacity to resist bad seasons (bad weather). The church is the fig tree of God. It produces good character and much praise which God can eat. It is the cedar of Lebanon, but also the cedar of God with which God does His work.

      The church! The church! This is the church in its spiritual nature.

      So, when you start reading your bible in the Old Testament, and you see all those wives described there, especially the wives of the holy men, the bible is warning us about Hagar and Sarah: two kinds of work, two kinds of covenants, two kinds of what we produce for God. It is not enough to gather people and have a big church, the mega-church. Is it the city of God or the Babylon? Is it the bride or the prostitute?

      Question: When you talk of Hagar and Sarah, can the work of one person produce two kinds of churches?

      Answer: Yes, you have asked a correct question. In Revelation chapters 2 and 3, all those churches described are from the work of one person, the Apostle Paul.

      It is a more serious question than it appears. We can all be under Zach Fomum ministry, and the different leaders are producing either the Ephesian church or the Pergamum church; they are all under one apostle, but the angel of each church, that is the main leader, has changed them into something else. That is why in 1 Corinthians 3, the Apostle Paul says, ‘I have planted the church well, but let those who are building be careful what they build on the foundation.’ If you build with useless things, your work will burn! So, CMFI will not be accepted because of brother Zach, because he walked with God. Those who build: the missionaries, the leaders, should be careful. Their work may burn.

      Hagar and Sarah both come from Abraham, they are both wives of Abraham, but they represent two covenants, two kinds of relationships.

      The Lord Jesus Christ gives a parable about the ten virgins. The ten virgins give an equivalence of the ten nations in Genesis chapter 10, the ten nations from which all the natural world emerged. The ten virgins represent all kinds of churches that are in the whole world. You can belong to a church where you are not taught to have a testimony for God at a personal cost.

      The oil of the wise virgins was not a gift of grace; thus, it does not represent the Holy Spirit. When the other virgins asked them for some oil, they said, ‘No, go and buy some for yourselves.’ Those who had oil, bought it. You may be in a church where you are taught to make an effort, pay the price, sacrifice to build a life which pleases God or you may belong to a church where they speak of grace, that as long as you are a virgin, the Lord will receive you when He comes. The Lord may not receive you because you are a virgin; you have believed, but you do not have oil. You do not have what it takes to maintain your spiritual life; you do not have that which maintains your testimony. You did not make the effort to buy, you did not buy! We become virgins because Christ has purchased us, but we remain virgins who are ready for the Lord by buying our oil. There are churches to which you may belong and be rejected on that day, and there are other churches to which you may belong and be ready when the Lord returns. So, you may be excommunicated from CMFI and you move and start a church few metres away from CMFI assembly. Go ahead! The question when the Master shall return will be, ‘Were you taught to make an effort to seek God, to maintain your light?’ That oil is to keep the light – your testimony. That oil is not the Holy Spirit. We do not buy the Holy Spirit.

      We can all be members of CMFI; the missionary who goes to Nigeria may labour to follow the foundation that the apostle has laid, and the missionary who goes to Togo may not labour to follow the foundation that brother Zach has laid. When God comes, one work will burn, and the other will be exempted. That holiness without which no man shall see God is absent.

      So, to come to CMFI and practice immorality in secret, steal money, and because you are in CMFI, you think that brother Zach paid the price, God shall accept you, is a deception; the soul that sinneth shall die.

      What we as pastors should do is to labour that the people who are in our churches be made ready for the Master by prayer, by fasting, by rebukes, by teaching, by discipline and by exhortation. If we do not labour, our people will perish.

      Pray that we would understand this teaching on the spiritual nature of the church; that nature does not change. Whether you are in CMFI or not, make sure that whatever you are calling church has these characteristics. Let us have a relationship with God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Let its members be saints, be priests; let them be holy.

      It is very difficult for someone to come and ask me, ‘I have married my wife, she is a bad woman; can I go and marry another one?’ Even if I told you, ‘Yes’, you will go to hell, because the bible says it is adultery. It is not my church!

      It is utterly useless for you as a pastor to cover somebody’s sin, for only the blood of Jesus can cover anybody’s sin through forgiveness. If you cover the sin through fear or through compromise, you have destroyed that person, and God will judge you. It does not depend on you. You do not have that liberty.

      I think many of us have taken leadership to mean that we can be God, as if you can give people liberty and their consciences are free. If you give them liberty that does not conform to the righteousness of God, you have destroyed them, and God will judge you for damaging His work.

      If you juggle with the consciences of those who follow you, God will judge you. I do not have the power to love you and free you from God’s judgement. I don’t!

      It must be the church of God; it must be the body of Christ. I do not have the power to free you from serving Jesus. If you are part of the body of Christ, you are His hand or His leg; you will function! We have talked too much about the call of God on one’s life as if some people are in the Body of Christ without having what to do.

      If you are in the Body, and you have nothing to do, every useless member of the Body will be vomited. Every dead cell is rejected by the body and expelled! If you are part of the Body, you must work! If you are the Bride of Christ, you are part of the missionary movement, the mission of Jesus!

      Unless you are a rebellious wife, you are part of the mission.

      Eve was given to Adam to help with the mission given to him. The wife is given to the man to help him with his mission. Likewise, the church was given to Jesus to help Him in His mission. When local leaders decide not to send finances for world conquest from the churches, do they think they have that right? They are deceived! They have changed the church of God from being the bride of Christ in such a way that, it is no longer the bride of Christ; they shall be judged!

      If the church you lead does not share in the mission of Jesus, she is not the Bride. You are an antichrist. You are damaging the church.

      I do not know who told leaders that they can do with the finances of the church whatever they like. The church is the Bride. She is to help Jesus in His mission. Only Satan has filled the hearts of many Judases to perish by touching the money of God.

      Is she the Bride? Then she must be committed to the mission of Jesus, and the mission of Jesus is not confused: the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost. That is the mission of Jesus. If your church is not doing it because you have many building projects, in order to show that you have succeeded, God will judge you. You are an antichrist.

      Our leaders are frightful. They allocate to themselves authority and prerogatives that are not their own because they are not policed by the hierarchy. They do not fear God, they do not know what they are doing. They are like the leaders in the book of Micah.

      
        
        If a liar and deceiver comes and says, I will prophesy for you plenty of wine and beer, he would be just the prophet for this people! (Micah 2:11)

        

      

      There are churches that like prosperity preachers: it will be well with you!

      
        
        Then I said, ‘Listen, you leaders of Jacob, you rulers of the house of Israel. Should you not know justice, you who hate good and love evil; who tear the skin from my people and the flesh from their bones; (Micah 3:1–2).

        

      

      
        
        This is what the Lord says: ‘As for the prophets who lead my people astray, if one feeds them, they proclaim ‘peace’; if he does not, they prepare to wage war against him. Therefore, night will come over you, without visions, and darkness, without divination (Micah 3:5–6).

        

      

      The leaders will be blind. (vs. 6)

      
        
        Her leaders judge for a bribe, her priests teach for a price, and her prophets tell fortunes for money. Yet they lean upon the Lord and say, ‘Is not the Lord among us? No disaster will come upon us.’ Therefore because of you, Zion will be ploughed like a field, Jerusalem will become a heap of rubble, the temple hill a mound overgrown with thickets (Micah 3:11–12).

        

      

      When someone who has given you a lot of Galatians 6:6 has a problem with another person, that person is already condemned; you judge according to the gifts you have received.

      The church will be judged if you think that you can do anything. Those who please you, you cover their sin.

      We are not that free; even if a leader is indulgent, God is holy, and He will judge you and the leader.

      The church of God! The church of the living God! The pillar of truth! A spiritual house! The temple of the Holy Spirit! The people of God!

      That is the spiritual nature of the church. Whatever we call church must have that nature. If not, what we are building, whether in the house or in a locality or anywhere, is not the church. That part cannot change. It does not vary from one ministry to another. It is not relativistic. It is not relativistic whether you are in CMFI or in ‘Redeemed Church’; that part must be there.

      The physical nature of the Church

      The church also has a physical nature. The physical nature of the church derives from where it meets and how it meets.

      The physical nature of the place of meeting and the manner of meeting

      The bible is also very clear about the physical nature of the church. So, we have house churches because they meet in houses such as the church in the house of Priscilla and Aquila, the church in the house of Fortunatus, the church in the house of Philemon and Apphia, the church in the house of Chloe, the church in the house of Nympha.

      The church is called by where it meets. So, we have house churches when the church meets in the houses. And then, we have churches in different towns and localities and villages such as the church in Jerusalem, the church in Samaria, the church in Antioch, the church in Ephesus, the church in Colossae, the church in Philippi. The church is described by where it meets: in a house or in a village or in a town.

      The church is also described by the region in which it exists, if that region is as far as the church has spread.

      A church is described by the house in which it is found, or after the locality where it is found. It is also named after a region if the church has spread throughout that region. So, when the bible says in Acts, ‘The church in all Judea and Samaria’, it is described according to that region.

      
        
        Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace… (Acts 9:31.)

        

      

      When the bible uses the singular: the church in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria …, when the bible uses the word ‘church’ in singular when talking about a region, it means that at the time, the church had not spread beyond that region. This is because when the church went beyond the region and spread to Syria and to Samaria and Macedonia, it was no longer said, ‘The church in Macedonia’. ‘Church’ in singular is only used when the church is confined to the region. After it has spread to other regions, the word ‘church’ now talks about the universal church. So, when the church spreads to many regions, like for example in Cameroon, we say, ‘The churches in Cameroon’. So, the church in the passage describes the area in which the church had spread. After Acts 9, they could no longer say, ‘The church in Europe’. They say, ‘The churches in Europe’.

      In the physical nature of the church, the church is described by where it meets and by the extent of its spread.

      So, as far as the physical nature of the church is concerned, the church expresses itself in the house, expresses itself in a locality and expresses itself as far as it has spread.

      So as of now, we have the church in the home, the church in the locality, the churches in a region, the church in the world and the church in eternity. That is the physical nature of the church.

      There is the spiritual nature of the church, and there is the physical nature of the church. The spiritual nature of the church describes the relationship of the church, the characteristics of the church and the mission of the church. The physical nature of the church derives from where it meets and how it meets. The physical nature of the church depends on where the church meets and how it meets.

      So, the physical nature of the church is not a building.

      So, when you say, ‘I am going to the church,’ and you are referring to a building, actually, you ought to say, ‘I am going to the place where the church meets.’ It is not, ‘I am going to the church’, because that building is not the church; it is a place where the church meets. And as we shall see in the life of the Lord Jesus, that place could be in a garden, like in Gethsemane; it could be in a cave on the mountain, like the cave on mount Olive; it could be in the house of His disciples, like in the house of Simon the leper in Bethany, where He met with His disciples.

      In the life of Paul, the house church could be by the seaside. It could be in the house of Lydia; it could be the open space in the seaport as in Ephesus. These were places where the church met in the bible. The physical nature of the church expresses itself in the place where the church meets and how the church meets. Nothing more!

      The physical nature of the church is not the names by which the churches are called: CMFI church, or our church building. So, if you say, ‘I am going to Full Gospel church,’ that is not the physical nature of the church! ‘I am going to CMFI Church’ is not the physical nature of the church; that is futile denominationalism. It is a disease that the church has to suffer until the Lord Jesus Christ comes. Any attempt to correct denominationalism only produces another denomination.

      The physical nature of the church is not the building, it is neither the name nor the denomination.

      The physical nature of the church is very simple: where it meets, and the extent to which it has spread.

      So, you see that in the bible, there is a lot of emphasis on the physical nature of the church.

      We did not say how John called the church. John called the church, ‘The lampstand’. The church is the lampstand of God. The church is the salt of the earth; the church is the light of the world. Those are the names of the church describing its mission. The church is the light of the world; it is the salt of the earth; it is the lampstand of the locality.

      Those are the two natures of the church.

      The second introduction is the expression of the church: how the church expresses itself, how it is manifested.

      These are broad introductions in order to situate us because we may be practising all sorts of abominations.

      Instruction given to a sister:

      And please, sister E, in the prayer strategy for our ministry, the prayer for the work is almost non-existent; you have developed praying for the ministry, but the prayer for the work is virtually non-existent: praying for the leaders, praying for the churches, praying for the members of the church.

      It is in this kind of church that it is obvious that we must come back to praying for the work. Brother Zach started this work when he started collecting the names of all in CMFI to go on retreats to pray. It was introducing us to praying for the work.

      We ought to pray for every church by name, that this church would conform to that which God has shown us through brother Zach. If we do not do it, we shall be there and what Isaac asked will happen, that is, some churches will be burnt by God. We ought to pray for the leaders. Sister E. started it, mostly fasting for the leaders, but there ought to be systematic praying for the leaders. The main pastors of the different churches and the work in the provinces have not organised praying for the leaders, praying for the local churches and praying for the members. We have to develop praying for the work because the churches may be judged by God. God will give us what we pray for.

      This introduction is enough, because I do not want to over emphasise in this general introduction. I just want to situate us. Before we look at the detail of the house churches, it should be clear in our hearts that whether in a house, in a locality, in history or in the future, a church that lacks the spiritual nature is the prostitute. It may carry the name of Jesus, but it does not belong to Jesus.

      Thank the Lord and pray that God would save us from the error of denominationalism and the error of calling churches by buildings.

      
        
        MESSAGE II

      

      

      I mentioned that the physical nature of the church is tied to where the church meets, to the extent to which the church has spread, and also how the church meets. I explained about where the church meets, but I did not explain how the church meets. In order not to dwell too much on it, in the Old Testament, when God wanted a place to meet with those who worship Him, when God wanted to establish a place to meet with those who love Him, He gave them directives to build the sanctuary. And the sanctuary of God, according to God’s directives was called a tabernacle. It was built according to God’s instructions in detail. It was made of temporal materials like goat skins, and other temporal materials. God was saying that worship will be an issue of obedience and simplicity. God was calling His people to worship Him in simplicity, to obey Him; everything was simple. The emphasis was on doing what God wants. The emphasis was not on what the tabernacle looked like. So, that is one way of gathering to worship God: in obedience and simplicity.

      Many centuries later, David received a revelation: how to honour God, how to bring glory to God, by building a majestic palace for God, as a way of establishing that God is a greater King than himself. Hiram, the king of Syria, had built a palace for David. A smaller king had built a palace for a great king, and it opened David’s heart, that if a smaller king can honour him by building him a palace, a house, he too could honour his own King by building Him a palace. David did not want to receive what he had never given to God. So, Hiram’s gift opened David’s heart to the possibility of a majestic temple to worship God. The emphasis was on the glory of the outward expression. The temple was the initiative of man to bring God the best. The tabernacle was the directive of God.

      That which had to do with doing everything according to God’s directives had simplicity in its appearance. That which was man’s initiative to glorify God looked glorious outwardly. These are the two aspects of the church. One comes with an emphasis on our relationship, building a good relationship with God. This is expressed in the tabernacle. Also, in worship, we bring the best of ourselves in our appearance. Therefore, all has to be excellent because we are dealing with the King. The temple represents man bringing his best to God, the tabernacle represents man who draws near to God by doing exactly what God wants.

      In these two approaches, God’s word spells out our worship – spiritual worship in obedience to God, in doing what God wants, in simplicity, but also, the worship of God in bringing to God the most excellent and the most elevated worship that we know. In those two ways, God did not initiate the temple; the love of man, the love of David invented the temple and God accepted it. The temple was the flow of man’s love to God. The tabernacle was the obedience of man to God.

      In the church, the church is built on obedience and love. The church is built on obedience to God and built on love for God.

      In the way we meet, it can be extremely simple, and it can be in extremely lofty buildings. Under a tree, you can have the church and it does not bother God, same as we can build a cathedral for God; God can accept it, if it is the manifestation of love.

      When we build the cathedral or a place for meeting to show that we have succeeded, it is our house. That is why Jesus told the Jews, ‘Your house is left to you empty until you accept the One who comes in the Name of the Lord’. We can build a magnificent temple and it is spiritually empty, because we have not obeyed God. The house can be empty, or the house can be what Haggai says,

      
        
        ‘The glory of this present house will far exceed the glory of the former house.’ (Haggai 2:9)

        

      

      The temple of Herod, even though it was inferior in construction to Solomon’s temple, the Israelites felt that this other temple was far inferior; but the prophet said, ‘The glory of this other temple will far exceed the glory of Solomon’s temple.’ Why? The Messiah will come inside it. The temple into which Christ will enter, according to the prophet, is more glorious than the house that was bedecked with gold. So, in spite of the great glory of Solomon’s temple, it is the presence of the Lord in the temple which is the glory of the temple.

      We may put a lot of emphasis on external things, if it is our commitment to the holiness of God. If it is our jealousy because God desires the best, our external can be the expression of worship. But if we put a lot of emphasis on external beauty, order and everything, with broken relationships with God, it is our house, it is not the church, it is not the sanctuary of God.

      The tabernacle says that we should approach God by obeying Him, worship God by a good relationship with Him, maintain a good relationship with God. Everything in the tabernacle was a matter of doing what God wants, and that is what God wants. The temple was the overflow of love. God accepted it in his permissive will because of the heart that was behind it. But God is not impressed by gold and outward splendour. If somebody feels that the fact that God embraces simplicity, disorder and carelessness can be accepted, he will bring a curse on himself. If somebody believes that because God can accept the glory of man, the wealth of man, he can as well bring God his wealth without a heart that fears God, God will vomit his offerings, and vomit his works. What is highly exalted amongst men is an abomination to God. We can be proud of our numbers, but what does God have in it? So, the physical nature of the church is how it meets. In Isaiah 1, the Lord says: ‘Your festivals are an abomination before Me.’ And in Malachi, He had asked them, ‘You always come to meeting, who has asked you this trampling of my courts? I have no pleasure in you.’ We cannot be careless in our meetings.

      As we go back to house churches, many of our house churches do not have the presence of God because of the carelessness and the disorder in the houses in which the meeting takes place. People just leave from watching television, and when it is meeting time, they jump into the meeting. There is no reverence.

      The church is not a club. Those who come to worship must say like the prophet: ‘The Lord is in His holy temple, let all the earth keep silent.’ To gather a mob, talk carelessly without reverence, without minding God, is not the church, whether it meets in a house or it meets under a tree.

      How does it meet? In simplicity, in obedience, with love, with reverence.

      When we plant our churches, we should have these two principles in mind:

      
        	It must be a tabernacle – the people who come must obey God, fear God; they must be clean and holy.

        	It must also be a temple – we bring out our best, as an overflow of love, not as a show off of our own selves. We must bring our best.

      

      So, for example, even in the plank meeting places, if we wanted it to be a place of worship, even though made of wood, the leaders would have been jealous that it is well made. They would have selected the activities that should be carried out inside that plank hall. To come and celebrate marriages and exhibit all kinds of light-heartedness and at the same time hold a meeting for Pentecost and expect God to be there is a joke! We have not made it holy; there is no jealousy over the people that come, over how we meet: with punctuality, with the fear of God, with cleanliness, with reverence.

      Every meeting and any meeting is not the church.

      The physical nature of the church is where we meet. If it is in the house, it is a house church, if it is in a locality, it is the church in that locality, for example, Bertoua. The physical nature of the church is also how we meet. It is not a church if our meeting is a careless and an unholy assembly.

      We are labouring to communicate that the way we meet matters before God. We want our meetings to be what the bible calls church, because there are many other meetings such as club meetings, committee meetings, organisation meetings, village meetings, political meetings. There are even publicity meetings, health meetings, vulgarisation, marketing meetings, advertorial meetings, entertainment meetings, concerts and all kinds of meetings. But if we want our meetings to be a church, the way we meet must not be profane. There is a certain way of meeting that makes it the church.

      That which had to do with doing everything according to God’s directives had simplicity in its appearance. That which was man’s initiative to glorify God looked glorious outwardly. These are the two aspects of the church. One comes with an emphasis on our relationship with God, building a good relationship with God. This is expressed in the tabernacle. Also, in worship, we bring the best of ourselves in our appearance. Therefore, all has to be excellent because we are dealing with the King. The temple represents man bringing his best to God, meanwhile, the tabernacle represents man who draws near to God by doing exactly what God wants.

      ‘Hallowed be thy Name!’ It is not just because you have believed and I have believed that when we meet it is the church. What of the case when we are eating at the table and we are all believers? Are we not believers? Is that lunch the church? When you come together as a church, there is a way of meeting that makes that meeting a church.

      In the Old Testament, God told the Israelites that He hated some of their meetings, and that He was not in them, though they were meeting as if they were meeting with Him.

      
        
        When you come to appear before me, who has asked this of you, this trampling of my courts? Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations – I cannot bear your evil assemblies. Your New Moon festivals and your appointed feasts my soul hates. They have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them. When you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; even if you offer many prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are full of blood; (Isaiah 1:12–15)

        

      

      Hope you have understood our way of meeting? It was God who said they should meet on the Sabbath, that they should have meetings, appear before Him at the New Moon, etc. But He is telling the Israelites, ‘I hate your meetings’. Do you think that it is simply the fact of holding meetings? Yet He was the One who had prescribed those meetings. This was because they profaned His house. He said, ‘Who has asked you to come in and go out, profaning My house – and yet you think you are obeying Me, having the meetings that I want?’ He said, ‘I am tired of your meetings because you do not take time to put order among yourselves!’

      
        
        In the following directives, I have no praise for you, for in your meetings, you do more harm than good. In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it. No doubt there have to be differences among you to show which of you have God’s approval. When you come together, it is not the Lord’s supper you eat, for as you eat, each of you goes ahead without waiting for anybody else. One remains hungry, another gets drunk. Don’t you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you for this? Certainly not! (1 Corinthians 11:17–22).

        

      

      Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognising the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgement on himself. That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep (1 Corinthians 11:27–30).

      When we profane the Lord in our meetings, it does not leave us the same or intact. When we do not venerate God, we harm ourselves. And He took the most solemn meeting, the meeting for breaking of bread and said that even in that meeting, each person was selfish. In the days of the Corinthians, each person brought food from their home for the breaking of bread meeting. But even then, none thought about the other, because they ate the food they had brought while the others remained hungry.

      Therefore, there is a certain way of holding meetings which can no longer be called breaking of bread meeting. And Paul says, ‘Because of that, many of you are sick, weak, and some have died.’

      There is a certain way of meeting that makes a meeting the meeting of God. It is not a church meeting just because the people are believers. It is not the title; it is the way we meet. We purify ourselves and we venerate God.

      I wanted to bring in that aspect of the physical nature of the church. It is not just the fact that it is in a church or not.

      Therefore, when we want to plant a church, the pastor needs to go there and prepare the people for it, because their relationships will change, their way of life will change. If not, the house church may ruin them. If they behave well like in the case of Obed Edom, they shall be blessed. But if they are animated by curiosity, they will end up like the seventy people who died at Beth Shemesh. At Obed Edom’s home, the people cleansed themselves. They venerated the ark and great blessings came upon them because of the presence of God. But elsewhere, the same presence of God killed others because they were profane.

      The physical nature of the church has two aspects: where the church meets gives it its nature, but it is a church of God because of the way they meet.

      God even said that because of His presence in the camp, faeces was not to be seen. So, there was to be no smell of faeces in the camp. Maybe to you, it is just the attitude or hygiene of certain people. When our toilets are smelling, God shall not be there. We must fear that which carries the name of God.

      When people come to church when the dishes in their kitchen are not washed, what is the use of the meeting? We do not make the beds, we do not clean the house, we do not welcome the children of God with cleanliness and we call that a house church and stand there to clap our hands? The Lord says, ‘I am horrified by your meetings.’ The head of the home must watch to ensure that the children have removed all their under garments so that the children of God do not see anything indecent. To allow your children expose their under wears for brethren to see, drives away God. Please, such is not a meeting of the church. We need to teach decency, veneration and even sanctification in the homes where the house churches meet.

      If we come to a home which has committed the sin of Uzziah, where the head of the home has shouted at his wife and scolded her seriously, and in that atmosphere of anger, we sing praises to God, we shall call curses on ourselves. God is not there. That man shall be regarded as Uzziah because God struck him with leprosy to remove him from the throne so that another may take his place for profaning the presence of God by his anger.

      During the construction of the temple, the bible tells us that Solomon did everything so that no noise was heard at the site. There is a certain atmosphere we must create so that the presence of God may fall. We cannot be noisy. I do not know any meeting of the Heads of departments where brother E.C. does not disturb others by talking freely with them. Sometimes I ask myself whether he knows where he is. It is as if he wants to do everything to make the meeting lively. It is a heart that is profane.

      We can be joyful without being light-hearted. We may get carried away, but it should be by God. It is not just being profane; people come when they want. While people are meeting, you hear the noise of those who are looking for something in the kitchen, etc.

      Dressing

      The Lord says,

      
        
        And do not go up to my altar on steps, lest your nakedness be exposed on it (Exodus 8:26).

        

      

      With respect to our dressing code in the presence of the Lord, even if you say that you feel at ease in some clothes, do not expose your nakedness when you enter God’s presence. For the sisters, wear your ‘sexy’ clothes, but do not enter God’s presence while exposing your nakedness. You may be modern but keep your civilisation in the world where it is desired. God is neither ancient nor modern because He does not change. When you come into God’s presence, dress with modesty because God hates those who expose their nakedness. On His altar, there were to be no stairs because God did not want people to expose their nakedness while offering sacrifices. Wear clothes which cover your body even when you bend forward. It is not just because brothers may sin, it is God who does not want your nakedness. Think about God. Fear God. He is the One who does not want you to expose your nakedness. We shall not tell you what type of clothes to wear; we are not modellers; but come into God’s presence with modesty. Let us come back to that. It is part of the way we meet. You need to know your body form and dress such that you do not expose your nakedness, out of the fear of God.

      Therefore, all the emphasis we often give, and people repeating it: ‘O, one should dress well so that the weak do not stumble,’ is not the biggest reason. Think about God in the first place. It is God who is at stake, not those who do not have Jesus in their hearts or the Holy Spirit in their eyes. For such eyes would see through even if you wore blankets because they have X-ray eyes. But the Lord our God does not like nakedness. God has outlawed those who come before Him while exposing their nakedness. Let us venerate God and not profane His presence.

      God wants homes with good hygiene. God is interested in the hygiene of the homes of His people, and their cleanliness. You can expand this to include the sanctification of homes. One who loves cleanliness in the heart cannot tolerate dirt on the outside. God wants the homes of His children to be clean and healthy.

      There are things which we cannot set as rules but they trouble our conscience. Do not destroy your conscience by imitating what others do. Reverence is not created by laws, but by hearts which fear God.

      Question: You said a while ago that some pastors shout at their wives and children; what if he wants to bring order and that is the only way to do it?

      Answer: I want you to know that when a man already needs to get to the point of shouting, he has already failed in authority. A man who has followed God without listening to his wife when she wanted them to compromise doesn’t have to shout for the wife to obey. When you are already shouting, the problem is that you already lost authority by compromising and following your wife instead of following God so that your wife follows you. Correct your life by bringing God back.

      This was the first introduction. The second introduction will be on the general aspects.

      But you see, it means that we needed this course. If we are ignorant about these general things: If we already had one million house churches, we might be offending God in the one million places.

      So, let’s do it well.

      
        
        
        Pray that the Lord would find a way of getting these simple introductions to the brethren who need it.
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