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“We are in danger of forgetting that we cannot do what God does, and that God will not do what we can do. We cannot save ourselves nor sanctify ourselves, God does that; but God will not give us good habits, He will not give us character, He will not make us walk aright. We have to do all that ourselves.” Oswald Chambers

As with any journey that we undertake, our approach can make the difference between a glorious ending or disastrous failure. Journeys require planning; the more difficult the road, the more important crucial the preparation.

One thing that every journey requires is a constant recalibration to determine where we are located in terms of our destination. This is even more true in a long journey.

Consider this. If you're traveling to a certain destination and you're off course by just one degree, then after one foot, you'll miss your target by 0.2 inches. That seems negligible. But after 100 yards, you'll be off by 5.2 feet. That seems small enough to be easily corrected. But after a mile, you'll be off by 92.2 feet. One degree is starting to make a difference. If you were trying to get from San Francisco to Washington, D.C., you'd end approximately 8 miles away. Here is where it gets interesting. Traveling the distance around the world, you would be around 69 miles off. In a rocket going to the moon, you'd be 663.5 miles off. Going to the sun, you'd miss by over 258,000 miles (nearly ten times the diameter of the earth). Traveling to the nearest star, you'd be off course by over 69 billion miles.

Remember, that is just one degree off!

True north, also known as geographic north, is the direction along the Earth's surface towards the North Pole. It's a fixed point on the globe, unlike magnetic north, which changes based on the Earth's magnetic field.

There are several ways to find true north. A standard compass points towards magnetic north. To find true north, you need to adjust for the magnetic declination (at most places on the Earth's surface, the compass doesn't point exactly toward geographic north. The deviation of the compass from true north is an angle called "declination" or "magnetic declination”), of your location. The declination value for your area can be found from local maps or online resources.

In using the sun, in the northern hemisphere, if you face the sun at noon, you're facing approximately true south, thus your back will be towards true north. Alternatively, the shadow cast by a vertical object like a stick at noon will point towards true north.

If you are using the stars, in the northern hemisphere, you can find true north by locating Polaris, the North Star. Polaris is located nearly directly above the North Pole and serves as a reliable indicator of true north on clear nights.

Topographic maps and most online mapping services are oriented with true north at the top of the map. When using such a map, ensure that you align it correctly with your surroundings to determine true north.

So, with any journey, if you intend on reaching your destination you must first find true north, and secondly, you must check your travel against true north. If you use magnetic north as a reference point, you will miss your destination.

The question for a Christian is, what is our true north? There is only one answer to that question, but unfortunately in our society, there is much confusion and debate about how we get to our destination. It is mostly suggested that somehow, because we are so enlightened, we no longer believe there is any objective truth to be found so we must navigate by our feelings. This would be like determining our direction by magnetic north—it is ever changing according to the earth’s changing magnetic field. In that same way, our societal magnetic north changes according to the social climate of our time.

We must return to our true north. True north, for the Christ follower, is the Word of God. It is the objective, reliable, and unchanging guide for our journey in this life. Many people start off their journey with God by following true north, but then get distracted by all the interference of magnetic north. Our so-called society of Christendom, in the United States, has even begun to question the validity of the Bible as our true north and are left with no real guidance in life.

The book you are now reading is intended as a “course correction” manual. That is not to say that the Bible is no longer true north. It is, in fact, just the opposite. Circumstances in America have led to such a distrust and speculative suspicion of the veracity of the Bible that I feel it is necessary to share this book as a pointer, or a more constant reminder, of the trustworthiness and need for Biblical thinking. We need this more than ever as believers around us seem morally and societally lost in a sea of relative truth.

This book contains ten declarative prayers designed to help you, as a believer, to build more Christlike character into your life. It is intended to produce in you a habitual way of thinking about Christ and your relationship to Him. The declarations are on one page and are followed by a single page that contains Scriptures which provide a biblical framework for the declarations.

It is suggested that you take one page of declarations per week. Read the declaration out loud at least twice a day. Then you should also set aside time to meditate on the scriptural portion of the declarations every day. This may sound monotonous or boring, but you are building into your life habits of thought that have not previously existed. For a full accounting on this type of prayer and meditation, I have included in the back of the book a small treatise on declarative prayer and meditation that I hope you will find helpful. It is designed to be a correction to the course you are on, making sure you are continually pointed toward the true north of the Scripture.

This is a book to keep on the shelf after you have gone through it once. Its design is to keep you on track. It is also a resource to turn to when you feel stuck in your Christian walk, or when you need some encouragement, or when you are simply worn out and don’t feel like praying. Some people look at written prayer as “wrote”, or “mechanical”, or too insincere. But how can that be? The Bible (as I present it in the treatise in the back of the book) is full of prayers that have retained their substance, relevance and power over thousands of years. In fact, repetitive prayer can help in those times when you just feel burned out and spontaneous prayer doesn’t work for you. It is a tool, not the thing itself, but it can be a helpful tool of remembrance and simply stating truth for your heart and soul to absorb.

In the second half of this book, I have included one hundred and forty daily readings. These are broader than just devotionals. Some are designed to lead you to prayer. Some are designed to lead you to meditation or reflection. And some are there to challenge your thinking concerning what you really believe is the truth of Scripture.

All in all, the preeminent goal of this book is to lead you to Jesus. The Word of God that I refer to is the Word of Jesus. The destination we long for and seek is to be with Jesus. I am not “in this” just so I will live eternally, I am in this because Jesus one day captured my heart and I want to live with Him, through Him, and because of Him. After all, the Scripture says that He alone is eternal life.

“We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know Him who is true. And we are in Him who is true—even in Hi Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.” 1 John 5:20 (NIV)
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REPENTANCE DECLARATION

Today I will live in repentance—turning from a life of self- determination to a life of following Jesus Christ. I confess my sins (be specific, ask God to reveal any sins you are not aware of) and ask You, Lord, to forgive me. I choose to see my sin through Your eyes, Lord, and embrace the pain of my choices. I will not minimize or cover over my sin and will seek godly sorrow over both my sin and its consequences. I accept responsibility for my sin and refuse to waste one more minute defending myself.

As I confess my sins, I am confident that God forgives me and also washes me clean. I affirm that God’s kindness leads me to repent— His love calls to me and draws me even when I am far away. In His love, He has taken care of my sin on the cross. I can now stand clean before my Lord, the world and my own conscience. I free myself from any of shame and condemnation; knowing that even if my heart condemns me, God is greater than my heart (1 John 3:19-20).

I choose to live this day a life pleasing to God; walking by faith in complete obedience to the Holy Spirit. I expect much of myself today—determined to do nothing that is unworthy of the name of Christ. God is faithful to me; I will be faithful to Him. The sacrifice God desires is a broken spirit; I know that You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, O God (Psalms 51:17).

God has not given me a sinless life, but He has given me the ability, through confession and repentance, to make it right. I will keep a short account with God concerning my sin. When I sin, I will immediately turn from my sin and turn to God, confessing my sin and embracing the blessing of God’s forgiveness through Jesus.

From this moment forward I will follow Jesus and seek to abide with Him at all times—at work and at play, through good circumstances and bad. I will remember who I am: a child of God purchased by Jesus’ own blood.

I accept the responsibility for my past, but I choose to live looking forward. God’s grace is always waiting for me in the future, so that even when I trip and fall, He is there to pick me up and set me on the path of living for His glory.

1

REPENTANCE AFFIRMATION

The way into Christianity is the way on; we confess our sins and turn from our self-determination and follow Christ. It is a life-long process: we confess our sins, turn from them and turn toward God. I John 1:8-9 says, “If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. But if we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.”

So, there is no way around it, we still sin and we still periodically turn from following Jesus to go our own way. We fix this by owning up to our sins and going back to follow Jesus.

It is God’s kindness that leads us to repent (“Or do you show contempt for the riches of His kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance?” Romans 2:4 (NIV)) meaning that what He really wants is relationship with us—sin puts a distance between us that can only be mended by the cross.

If you cut a butterfly out of his cocoon, he will never fly; the struggle of breaking free from the cocoon produces the strength to fly. In that sense, Christians who have never known true repentance are like butterflies that have never flown; not having struggled against or resisted sin, they undergo an incomplete process of transformation.

Pain, real pain is a part of repentance. We see ourselves either through our own eyes: through our personal vanity, or through the eyes of divine love. The latter can be shattering, but it can change us forever if we will let it. False repentance is founded on selfishness: “Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.” 2 Corinthians 7:10 (NIV) The truly repentant person just does not care who knows. The falsely repentant are always hedging their bet, always trying to cover up their own sinfulness. The falsely repentant accuse all those who are offended by their sin as “judging them.” They are mostly concerned with themselves and excuses; trying to convince everyone that they have confessed their sin even while they try to minimize it.

However, discovering your sin is less important than discovering Christ. You cannot truly discover Christ without discovering at the same time what truly resides in your heart. But this is no time to save yourself; this is the time to die to yourself and live to God. “Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.’” Matthew 16:24 (NIV)

The following verse, although specifically addressed to the Nation of Israel, still applies to us today; God doesn’t want sin in the way— doesn’t want it to be our downfall. Through Christ, He has taken our sins away if we will but turn from them and turn toward Him. Today, and every day, God calls us to a life of repentance—it is the way we get in, and the way we go on.

“Therefore, O house of Israel, I will judge you, each one according to his ways, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and live!” Ezekiel 18:30 (NIV)

2

WHO I AM DECLARATION

From this moment forward I will live out of my identity of who God says I am. I will no longer identify myself by my sin or failure, or by my hurt. I am a saint of God. My name is written in the Lamb’s book of life. I belong to God.

I will no longer be called the wounded one, or outcast, or lonely or afraid. Instead, I am confident in the Lord, full of joy, the overcoming one, the faithful one, the friend of God. I am the one who seeks the Lord’s face.

I am raised with Christ and seated with Him in the heavenly realms. I am thankful to be called a child of God. I choose this day to rest in childlike wonder in the arms of my heavenly Father.

I have been rescued from the darkness of sin, self-hate and shame, and brought into the light of acceptance and love. I have total and instant access to God through the Holy Spirit who lives in me. And with the Holy Spirit’s presence inside me, I am God’s temple—a dwelling place of the living God.

I am reborn, and the evil one cannot harm me because God keeps me safe.

I am a new person—the old has passed and the new is yet to be experienced. I will not shrink back from life or circumstances; I will enter them with my eyes opened wide and my head up confident that the One that lives in me is greater than the devil who lives in the world.

I am a new person—and I will help create a new future by living as this new person for whom Christ gave His very life. I will no longer dwell in despair or self-pity or self-doubt; I will live courageously as a child of the King. I will no longer live as an imposter—saying that I believe in Christ but living as if He hardly exists.

I am established, anointed, and sealed by God and all my future is in His strong and capable hands. God’s plan is for me to prosper and come to no harm—to give me hope and a future. I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength. I will smile and put a spring in my step today because God loves me!

2

WHO I AM AFFIRMATION

When you were born again, God placed your name in His Book of Life. Revelation 21:27 (NIV) says “Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.” Your residence has changed; you became a citizen of Heaven.

You may have seen the film “Awakenings”, which starred Robin Williams. The film is based upon the book with the same name, which was written by Dr. Oliver Sacks. Dr. Sacks recommended that his name be changed, and so the film follows a fictional Dr. Sayer through the summer of 1969 in the Bronx, New York. Dr. Sayer uses a new drug to try to treat some patients that appear to be catatonic, and for a time he is successful. However, patients who are treated with the drug develop a tolerance for it, and soon his patients return to their former state.

This is very similar to the lives of many Christians who have experienced only brief “awakenings” throughout their walk with Christ. Some go off to a conference or camp and rededicate their lives, only to slip back into the life of the uncommitted once back home. Others hear a great sermon and are moved, but only for a short time. They soon return to their old ways of thinking and relating.

This happens because their identity is still somehow with Adam, and not with Jesus. Those who have put their trust in Christ are no longer identified with Adam and by their sin, but with Jesus and His righteousness. Believers are no longer locked out of God’s presence like Adam and Eve, they are seated with Christ in the heavenlies (“And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:6 (NIV)) and are partners with all the saints: “giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the Kingdom of light. For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the Kingdom of the Son He loves.” Colossians 1:12- 13 (NIV)

You are God’s child: “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God.” John 1:12 (NIV)

You are Jesus’ friend: “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15 (NIV)

You have been justified: “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1 (NIV)

You have access to God through the Holy Spirit: “For through Him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.” Ephesians 2:18 (NIV)

You are born of God, and the evil one cannot touch you: “We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him.” 1 John 5:18 (NIV)

You are God’s temple; He lives in you by the Holy Spirit: “Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?” 1 Corinthians 3:16 (NIV)

You are established, anointed, and sealed by God and your future is in His hands: “Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set His seal of ownership on us, and put His Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.” 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 (NIV)

––––––––
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3

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY DECLARATION

Today I am taking responsibility for my past, my present and my future. I choose this moment to free myself from the bondage of my past and release myself into a greater and clearer future that I am responsible for.

I refuse to blame my parents, spouse, boss, friends, enemies, or especially God for my present circumstance. My level of education, my health or lack thereof, my genes, or even my circumstances will no longer affect my future in a negative way. I will lose the language of “give me a break” or “why me?” and choose to see my life as a result of my choices and not the whim of every circumstance that comes my way. I will become free; I will not let my history or circumstance control my destiny. I am responsible for my life.

I choose to treat other people the way I want to be treated; I will not allow others to dictate how I treat them. I will let no one control me by “making me angry”; I will choose to manage my emotions because I know that I will reap what I sow.

I am careful to control what I say, realizing that the tongue is very powerful to bless or to curse. My destiny is influenced by the words that I choose.

When I am tempted to ask, “why me?” I will choose to say, “why not me?” I will see challenges as opportunities to trust God, to learn and grow. Problems are an acceptable part of my life: I am in this moment either about to leave a problem, about to encounter one, or in the middle of one. Faced with any problem, I still have choices to make. I will make one. I will not put it off. God didn’t put in me the ability to always make the correct choice, but He did give me the ability to choose and to make it right. My emotional state will not interfere with the course of my life. I’ll stand behind my choices by God’s grace. I will not live my life as an apology; I will not hide behind excuses.

Where I am today is a combination of my choices and my thinking. Today I will begin to change where I am by changing the way I think.

I am not a victim. I have the freedom to make the choices in life that lead to what God has called me to. I am not called to worry—I am called to act.

My thoughts will be constructive. I won’t dwell on the past, and I won’t constantly worry about my problems. I will think about the solutions of the future. I will choose to think about things that are true, noble, right, lovely, admirable, and worthy of praise. I am responsible for my own life.

––––––––
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3

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY AFFIRMATION

God calls us to be responsible for our lives. He made this clear to the nation of Israel through the prophet Ezekiel: “As sure as I’m the living God, you're not going to repeat this saying in Israel any longer. Every soul—man, woman, child—belongs to Me, parent and child alike. You die for your own sin, not another’s...The soul that sins is the soul that dies. The child does not share the guilt of the parent, nor the parent the guilt of the child. If you live upright and well, you get the credit; if you live a wicked life, you're guilty as charged.” Ezekiel 18:3-4, 20 (MSG)

We cannot blame God or others for our sin: “When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’ For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.” James 1:13-15 (NIV) We are responsible for our sin. If we don’t say no in the enticement stage, we will reap full- blown sin and separation from God. There is no sin in temptation; sin comes when we entertain the temptation.

We reap what we sow; if we sow kindness and mercy, we will reap kindness and mercy. God expects us to treat everyone the way we want to be treated ourselves. “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” Luke 6:31 (NIV) If we sow sin, we will reap spiritual death; we will be lethargic and weak in our relationship with Him and we will be less and less able to resist the enticement of sin. “Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires.” Romans 6:12 (NLT)

“Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot desires. Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.” James 3:4-6 (NIV) If we control our tongue, we control our destiny. “On that day they will be told that they are either innocent or guilty because of the things they have said.” Matthew 12:37 (CEV)

Many people think they can wait to get their lives straight with God, but God warns: “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. The commandments ...are summed up in this one rule: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore, love is the fulfillment of the law. And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.” Romans 13:8- 12 (NIV)

“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” Philippians 4:8 (NIV)

––––––––
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4

MOVING FORWARD DECLARATION

Today I choose to move forward. I refuse from now on to remain at a standstill—when I am tempted to be immobilized by fear or when I am stuck in indecision, I will choose movement rather than passivity. I will be single-minded with the wisdom that comes from God. When faced with the possibility of doing something or nothing, I will seize the moment and always choose to act!

I refuse to be an emotional couch potato. I will resist the sin of laziness and will create a habit of movement. I will not be timid, but will act in the power, love and self-discipline that come from God. I will fan into flame the gifts that God has given me—I will expend my life rather than save it.

I will focus on the goal—keeping my eyes fixed on Jesus.

I will give God thanks for every day that I can draw breath. I will count my blessings and no longer be distracted by what might be wrong with my life. Today, I will move forward.

I will, like the Apostle Paul, fight the good fight and keep the faith. I will be courageous and bold.

I will inspire others with my activity, not drown them with my negativity. I am a leader; leaders are people of influence. I will move forward so that others can do the same. I will encourage others to move forward.

I will no longer be indecisive; I will make a decision. I will hear God as best I can, but will no longer stay in the valley of indecision because I can’t hear Him perfectly. I will be daring and courageous. Fear will no longer dictate my life. For too long, fear has outweighed my desire to make things better for my family and for people around me. Never again! People will hardly recognize the new me! I have unmasked fear for the ghost that it is—a charlatan who never really had any power over me.

I will make my decisions quickly and change my mind slowly; rather than repeating the same sad pattern of making slow decisions and changing my mind quickly.

I will forget what is behind and strain toward what is ahead. I won’t be afraid for God is always with me. I will move forward!

––––––––
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4

MOVING FORWARD AFFIRMATION

Iany of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.” James 1:5-8 (NIV)

“For this reason, I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self- discipline.” 2 Timothy 1:6-7 (NIV)

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” Hebrews 12:2 (NIV)

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for His appearing.” 2 Timothy 4:7-8 (NIV)

“Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong.” 1 Corinthians 16:13 (NIV)

“I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:10-14 (NIV)

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you.” Deuteronomy 31:6 (NIV)

––––––––
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5

AN UNDIVIDED HEART DECLARATION

Ibegin this journey of my life today with a first step. For too long I have been wishy-washy and uncertain, being pulled to the left and the right, taking two steps forward and three back. Today I will be of one heart and mind—wholly devoted to God and following His ways. No longer will I give my heart to the things of this world. No longer will I be more devoted to my own cause than to the Lord’s. I will not walk in fear of mankind, or of the opinions of others, but I will only walk in the fear of the Lord.

Today I am charting my course. I will no longer nourish a hard heart and be insensitive to the voice of the Holy Spirit in my life. When the Lord speaks to me, I will unhesitatingly obey. I will not grieve the Holy Spirit by listening to all the clamoring voices of the world around me; I will give God my undivided attention.

I have a resolute heart. I will greet every new morning with an expectancy of the opportunities that God will send. I will no longer live to please myself or those around me; I will live with the single purpose of pleasing God. All my actions will be checked by this one great passion, “Is this pleasing to God?” I will serve God with all my heart, soul and mind.

I am not timid. I will turn from evil to follow God. I will not envy those who rebel against God—I will not covet their lives, experiences or possessions. I have been lured away from my devotion to God by watching the world around me. Instead, I will be zealous for the fear of the Lord. I will honor God by being content with what I have, confident that I can approach Him in boldness for all that I need.

I will not serve God and money. I will trust that God will provide for all my needs.

I will not allow circumstances to erode that trust. I will work hard and use my wealth wisely, always aware that God gives me the ability to gain wealth and all that I have belongs to Him.

My heart will no longer be divided. I have this one main passion: to love God with all my heart, and with all my soul, and with all my mind, and with all my strength. I will also love others as well as I love myself.

I have a single heart and mind; I am wholly devoted to God and will follow His ways all the days of my life.

––––––––
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5

AN UNDIVIDED HEART AFFIRMATION

God wants us undivided in our devotion to Him. “Teach me Your way, O Lord, and I will walk in Your truth; give me an undivided heart, that I may fear Your name.” Psalms 86:11 (NIV)

“I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.” Ezekiel 11:19 (NIV)

An undivided heart is one that fears the Lord. “These were his instructions to them: ‘You must always act in the fear of the Lord, with faithfulness and an undivided heart.’” 2 Chronicles 19:9 (NLT)

“I ripped the kingdom from the hands of David's family and gave it to you, but you weren't at all like My servant David who did what I told him and lived from his undivided heart, pleasing Me.” 1 Kings 14:8 (MSG)

“And now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways, to love Him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.” Deuteronomy 10:12 (NIV)

“And he said to man, ‘The fear of the Lord—that is wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding.’” Job 28:28 (NIV)

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow His precepts have good understanding. To Him belongs eternal praise.” Psalms 111:10 (NIV)

“Do not let your heart envy sinners, but always be zealous for the fear of the Lord.” Proverbs 23:17 (NIV)

From the beginning, God made it clear that He will not share His name with another, and there will be no gods beside Him. That is affirmed in the New Testament. “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” Matthew 6:24 (NIV) You can either depend on your own strength in terms of wealth, or you can trust God. This doesn’t mean we can excuse ourselves from hard work, it means that even our hard work it is God’s hands that supply our need, not our own.

“And my God will meet all your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19 (NIV)

God is always first and best in an undivided heart. “One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked Him, ‘Of all the commandments, which is the most important?’ ‘The most important one,’ answered Jesus, ‘is this: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” The second is this: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no commandment greater than these.’” Mark 12:28-31 (NIV)
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