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This book is dedicated to the present, past and future residents of Delhi and the people who played a role in building the historical cities of Delhi. 
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Delhi is much more than just the capital of India. It is a city with an amazing history. So many times, it has been the major city or capital of India, from the earliest Mahabharata days to the Rajputs to the Delhi Sultanate to the Mughals to the British. Each time the new rulers left their mark on the city. As a result, now we have a Delhi which has the mark of at least seven or eight different historical cities, if not more. 

In this book, we review the different historical cities of Delhi. We use the Delhi metro, which is currently probably the best developed metro in India, as the preferred means of transport to see the sights of the seven cities of Delhi. We hope that this short guide will help the reader the experience a little bit of what Delhi is all about, its people and its history.  

In this book, we do not cover all the historical sites or attractions of Delhi, such as the many modern museums, markets and other attractions. Rather, we focus on the sites that form part of the historical cities of Delhi and those that are located within the historical boundaries of those cities. 

This book was born out of many travels and exploratory walks made by the authors in Delhi, where they live. 
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In preparing this book, the authors would like to acknowledge help from many travel websites, that proved invaluable when they were personally exploring many of described sights, particularly Wikitravel and Wikivoyage.

Some of the images were taken from Wikimedia and are cited accordingly. 

We also consulted the following books:  


	Delhi: Its Monuments and History. Perceival Spear. Oxford University Press. 

	Footprint India Handbook 2002. Robert and Roma Bradnock. Footprint Books. 

	Delhi and its neighborhood. By Y D Sharma. Archeological Survey of India. 2002. 



Note: Unless indicated, photos of the historical sites (that are not taken from Wikimedia) were taken personally by the authors. 
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Chapter 1: Introduction to the Historical Cities of Delhi
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Delhi truly befits the capital of an empire such as India. It holds a deep regard in the minds of Indians as the capital and has been so for centuries. Its strategic location, in the middle of the northern plains of India on the banks of the river Yamuna, further adds to its aura as the capital and a very important historical city. 

Over the centuries past, Delhi has been the site of multiple kingdoms, in fact it has been called the “Graveyard of Dynasties” by Lord Curzon the British viceroy of India. The earliest historical remains found in Delhi are from the lower paleolithic age. But its recorded history reportedly spans from the Iron age, where it was the site of the Pandava capital Indraprastha from the Indian epic Mahabharata reportedly composed around 400 BC or even earlier. Remains from that era are found in today’s Purana Qila, and some articles such as pottery from that age have been excavated. The Buddhist literature of the Mauryan period of 3rd century BC also mention the town of Indapatta, belonging to the Kuru kingdom or Kuru Rattha which was one of the sixteen Mahajanapadas of India at that time. Emperor Ashoka’s rock and pillar edicts have also been found in and around Delhi. 

In the medieval ages, Delhi became been the site of the Delhi sultanate after the defeat of Prithviraj Chauhan by Mohammed Ghori. The numerous tombs and graves of the dynasties of sultans and their nobles testify to its significance as the capital of the Delhi sultanate. The shrines or dargahs of Sufi saints such as Sheikh Nizamuddin Auliya, who were based in Delhi and did most of their activity there, are still revered holy places, now as it was then. Poets and cultural luminaries such as Amir Khusro, Mirza Ghalib and Abdur Rahim Khan e Khanum all made their home here. Then came the mighty Mughals, followed by the British. 

The mid-17th century French travelers Bernier and Tavernier praised the magnificent architecture of Red Fort in the city of Delhi. The silk route, which was an important medieval trade route connecting central Asia and China, also passed through Delhi. The wealth and fame of Delhi also attracted its share of foreign invaders, notable among whom were Timur in the 14th century, and Nadir Shah and Ahmed Shah Abdali in the 18th century. Delhi also had a pivotal role to play in the great revolt of 1857, for it was here that the sepoys declared the Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar as their leader, and it was here that the British defeated the revolt and declared the end of Mughal rule. In 1911, Delhi was the site of the magnificent Delhi Durbar organized by the British, where it was made the new capital of British India in a ceremony attended by all the kings and princes of various parts of India, to pay homage to the British king who was acknowledged as emperor of India. After the British left, it became the capital of independent India and an important industrial center, now again growing and absorbing neighboring cities such as Gurgaon and Noida on its way to becoming one of India’s important IT hubs. 

[image: image]

Figure: Delhi during the rains. AI generated art by Midjourney AI
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Figure: Scene from the crowded markets of Bazars of Delhi. AI generated art by Midjourney AI
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Figure: Chandni Chowk market in old Delhi. AI generated art by Dall E. 

Delhi has seen numerous wars and change of governments. The centuries under the Delhi sultanate before the Mughals were an especially turbulent time for Delhi. Every time a new ruler came to the throne of Delhi, they sought it fit to leave their mark in terms of architecture, to build a new capital city in a fort, as it were. That is why Delhi has so many different cities and forts encompassing cities. 

1.1 Names and locations of the different historical cities

The historical cities of Delhi, named in chronological order, are as follows: 


	
Lal Kot or Qila Rai Pithora: This was the fort city built and expanded by the Tomar and Chauhan rulers (possibly building up from even earlier constructions by Rajput and other rulers) before the conquest by Mohammed Ghori. It mainly consists of the remnants of a fort and located in South Delhi near Saket, including parts of Mahrauli. 

	
Mehrauli: This city is sometimes included in Lal Kot since the boundaries are overlapping. It includes the Mahrauli archeological park and the Qutub Minar complex. It was built by Qutubuddin Aibak after the Islamic conquest of Delhi, with Mohammed Ghori’s victory over Prithviraj Chauhan in the 1192 second battle of Terain. The boundaries were further expanded by his successors including Iltutmish. It is located in South Delhi. 

	
Siri: This was the city built by the Khalji rulers that flourished in 14th century, and later expanded by Sher Shah Suri. It encompasses the Siri fort and surrounding areas. It is mainly located near Hauz Khas. 

	
Tughlaqabad and Jahanpanah: These were the cities built by the Tughlaq rulers in the 14th century. Tughlaqabad was started by Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq who built the Tughlaqabad fort, and whose tomb lies across the road from the fort. Jahanpanah was started by Mohammed Tughlaq in 1325 AD who combined the existing fortifications of Delhi, Siri and Tughlaqabad. It is located towards the South of Delhi near Panchsheel enclave and Malviya Nagar. 

	
Firozabad: This was founded by Firoze Tughlaq in 1354 AD. It includes parts of Hauz Khas and Feroze Shah Kotla fort.  

	
Shergarh: This was built by Sher Shah Suri and his successors in the 16th century, although its city limits and surrounding areas also include some ancient parts said to date from the time of the Pandavas. It includes Purana Qila and Humayun’s tomb. This was built over the boundaries of Dinpanah, a city that was started by the Mughal emperor Humayun before he was defeated by Sher Shah Suri in battle. 

	
Shahjahanabad: This was the city built by the Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan and named after him. The red fort and surrounding areas were completed and inaugurated in 1648 AD. Shahjahanabad encompasses the Red Fort and Jama Masjid. It is located in the north in what is often called old Delhi. 
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