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To every reader who has felt a fire they couldn’t explain.

This one is yours.
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The Ash We Carry

―――

“Fire does not forget. Neither do the things it has touched.”

— Al-Asfal Archive, Founding Record

Five hundred years before Layla Ashraf sat on a Cairo metro and tried to pretend her chest was not on fire, a Guardian named Rania made the last entry in her field journal.

The entry was short. Rania had never been a woman who wasted words, and the circumstances did not allow for sentiment. She wrote: The bond holds. The element is too large for any vessel living. I will put it to sleep until the vessel comes. The dragon agrees. May God grant her patience, whoever she will be.

Then she closed the journal, pressed her palm flat against her dragon’s chest, and did the thing that no Guardian had done before or since: she sent an entire element into dormancy. She folded it inward, layer by layer, the way you fold silk—carefully, with attention to every edge—until it was contained inside a bond that would sleep for as long as it needed to sleep.
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