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MY CAT HATES MY DATE!
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Teach Cats to Accept

Babies, Toddlers & Lovers



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


STRANGER DANGER! WHY CATS HATE NEW PEOPLE
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In the perfect romantic fantasy, Charming-Fella and Slender-Ella meet, fall in love, have babies and their pets Prince and Cinders welcome the relationship with purrs and howls of delight. When love is in the air, everyone’s happy, right?

So why did Cinders “baptize” his shoes and claw her designer purse? What’s up when Prince steals the bridal bouquet and growls at the new baby? Why can’t your pets love new human family members as much as you do? 

Cats come by “stranger danger” naturally. They evolved to be suspicious of anything new or different. For a wild creature, such caution kept kitty alive so she avoided potential threats like a weird creature or new situation. Cats that ignored caution could be eaten—and taken out of the gene pool. Today, kitty caution is a normal part of the adult feline personality. While there are exceptions (kittens often are clueless) most adult cats need time and proper introductions to accept anything new, especially other cats. Human strangers may put kitty’s tail in a twist until she learns your fiancé or visiting grandchild is no threat.

Any change of routine can threaten a pets’ sense of security. When you spend time with your new love, your cat misses you and feels lonely—and you start to SMELL weird, like that scary stranger! Cats often feel proprietary toward their special human and take offense at new people—even kids—invading their territory.

If you want to turn suspicion to adoration, don’t forget to romance the cats, too. Here’s how to convince the cat to welcome him—or her—into the family.

Boost Pet Confidence. Many felines feel shy or even fearful around strangers. Give Sheba an elevated perch such as a cat tree or chair back to help boost her confidence and make her feel safe. Ask your human guest to avoid making eye contact, which can threaten shy cats, and instead ignore the pet. That can generate curiosity and build confidence so pets want to investigate further.

Let Pets Make the First Move. Don’t force introductions. When the cat does approach, demonstrate how to greet your pet. Offer a closed hand below the pet’s chin level for a proper sniff or head-butt, a very positive sign that “marks” the hand with kitty scent. Pets feel intimidated by strange hands coming down toward their heads, so avoid petting unless the cat asks for it.

Diffuse The Angst. Fearful cats benefit from pheromone products that mimic the cheek-rub markings which in effect says, “Chill, be cool! Your environment is safe.” Feliway is the best known of these products but others are available, often from pet products stores as a spray or plug-in diffuser.

Love Pets With Goodies. Help your pets associate the new person in your life with only good things. For instance, ask your soul mate to fill the cat’s food bowl, offer tasty treats, and engage in fun interactive games. Flashlight tag with the cat offers a long-distance game so Sheba can keep a safe distance but still appreciate the fun. Once your new love wins over the affection of one of the furry crew, that pet can be the role model for shyer cats.
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