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Dedication

For every child who believes Christmas kindness can brighten the whole world.
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Chapter 1 — Arrival at the Market
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Twinkletoes stepped into the glowing Christmas Market, the smell of cinnamon drifting through the cold air. Strings of golden lights crisscrossed above them, making the whole place sparkle like a snow globe. Maria tugged Twinkletoes’ sleeve. “Look at all the wooden stalls!” She pointed to rows of tiny shops filled with ornaments, toys, and handmade treasures. A friendly shopkeeper waved. “First time at the market?” he asked with a wink. Twinkletoes nodded shyly. Something about this place felt warm and alive, as if Christmas had chosen this market as its favorite hiding place.
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