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            "The fool says to himself, 'There is no God.'" (Psalm 14:1).

      

    


To my children, Rafael-Andreu, Marta, Javier and David; “so that you may know the certainty of the teachings you have received” (cf. Luke 1:4).

And to God Our Lord:

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. These commandments that I give you today shall be on your heart. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up...” ( Deuteronomy 6:4-7)
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​PREFACE AND GENERAL   INTRODUCTION
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​The Collapse of Naturalistic Cosmology: From Stochastic Newtonian Mechanics to Contemporary Immanent   Teleology

The advent of scientific modernity, initially catalyzed by the Copernican Revolution and systematically consolidated by Newtonian mechanics and Darwinian evolutionary biology, brought with it a profound and irreversible paradigm shift in the philosophy of science and epistemology. The Aristotelian-Thomistic conception, which viewed the cosmos as a vast network of hylomorphic substances imbued with final causes and intrinsic directionality, was progressively replaced by deteleological physicalism . Under this new analytical lens, the universe ceased to be interpreted as a purposeful order and began to be conceived as a blind and indifferent mechanism; an immense clockwork mechanism governed exclusively by initial conditions, deterministic differential equations, and stochastic processes.

This epistemological framework crystallized in contemporary academic orthodoxy under what we now call "naturalistic cosmology." This cosmology operates under the non-negotiable postulate of strict ontological naturalism: the premise that matter, energy, and the fabric of spacetime constitute the exhaustive totality of reality. In this scheme, all the immense complexity of the cosmic architecture—from the baryonic accretion of the first galaxies to the emergence of self-reflective human consciousness—can and must be explained by appealing solely to the workings of inorganic physical laws over profound time.

For decades, this materialist reductionism found its philosophical justification in the "principle of mediocrity," a metaphysical extrapolation of the Copernican principle that dictated that neither the planet Earth, nor the location of our solar system, nor our biology held any special or privileged status in the topology of the universe. Thus arose the dogma of neo-Humeism : reality is nothing more than a "qualitative mosaic" of unconnected events, where blind chance and brute physical necessity operate as the sole driving forces of factual existence.

However, the accelerated interdisciplinary progress and the resolution of instrumentation during the 20th and 21st centuries—particularly in high-precision astrophysics, quantum mechanics, and algorithmic information biology—have provoked a severe and well-documented crisis in the very foundations of this strictly stochastic model. Far from revealing the chaotic, generic, and topologically indifferent universe predicted by naturalism (where life would be a statistically inevitable byproduct of matter), contemporary science has unveiled a landscape characterized by astonishing infinitesimal calibration and virtually insurmountable thermodynamic barriers.

At the macroscopic scale, the discovery of cosmic fine- tuning has shown that the physical viability of a universe capable of hosting complex chemistry depends on fundamental constants, such as the cosmological constant (ρ [image: ]) or the initial expansion rate of spacetime, remaining within a range of values so narrow that it defies intuitive understanding (calibrated to margins of 1 in  [image: ]and 1 in  [image: ]). At the microscopic scale, information theory and non-equilibrium thermodynamics have revealed that abiogenesis is not merely an evolutionary gradient, but a chasm of algorithmic complexity; the probability of stochastically assembling a single functional strand of originating RNA in a prebiotic environment is less than 1 in  [image: ], exceeding the probabilistic resources of the entire observable universe.

Faced with this avalanche of empirical improbabilities and the collapse of chance as a sufficient explanatory mechanism, naturalistic cosmology has resorted to extremely speculative hypotheses to safeguard its materialist framework. To evade fine-tuning, it postulates the existence of an infinite Multiverse driven by eternal inflation; a theoretical maneuver that the philosophy of science identifies as a flagrant violation of the Principle of Parsimony and an iteration of the "reverse gambler fallacy." Similarly, to maintain a self-sufficient universe, it invokes the "quantum vacuum" as the origin of everything, ignoring that the false vacuum in Quantum Field Theory (QFT) constitutes a semantic mirage: it is not the absolute "non-being" of Parmenides, but a dynamic and pre-structured energetic state governed by rigorous mathematical laws that, far from refuting the doctrine of creatio ex nihilo , actually require it.

It is precisely in this epistemological gap that teleological inference re-emerges, stripped of anthropomorphic reductionism and with overwhelming academic vigor. Unlike caricatures of the "God of the gaps" ( God of (the gaps ), modern teleological inference does not appeal to design to mask ignorance of a physical mechanism. On the contrary, it is rigorously structured as an Inference to the Best Explanation (Abduction) grounded in our positive empirical knowledge. Fine-tuning, biosphere homeostasis, and the exceptional geophysical anomalies of our solar environment are not isolated statistical anomalies; they are the unmistakable signature of a contemporary immanent teleology.

This volume takes this crossroads as its analytical starting point. The epistemological failure of isolated empiricism and Humean mosaicism demonstrates that physics requires a directional causal substrate. Through the "consilience of inductions," this work will show that the empirical data of cosmology act as the material Symmetry Breaker . By integrating this contingent factual matrix with Robert C. Koons's Powerism and Kit Fine's hyperintensional essentialism , we will transform the scientific inference of design into an inescapable geometric deduction. We will prove that the originating intellect is not a mere abductive hypothesis, but rather the Ipsum Esse Subsistens demanded by the Principle of Sufficient Reason, whose existence triumphs conclusively and is mathematically fortified under the rigor of the logical-modal system S4.

​The "Gap Problem" : The inadequacy of isolated science and isolated abstract conceptualism


IN THE CARTOGRAPHY of natural theology and contemporary analytic metaphysics, the "Gap Problem" traditionally designates the deductive challenge of moving from the demonstration of a generic "First Cause" to the identification of that cause with the God of classical theism (a Necessary, personal, omnipotent, and omniscient Being). However, in the context of this treatise, the Gap Problem acquires a much deeper epistemological and methodological dimension: it represents the historical and epistemic chasm that has divided empirical science  a posteriori  from modal logic and pure metaphysics  a priori. This fracture has generated two isolated methodological approaches that, left to their own devices, prove to be constitutively insufficient for unraveling the ultimate origin of reality.

​The causal suffocation of isolated science

ON THE ONE HAND, STRICT methodological empiricism—isolated science—has reached unfathomable levels of resolution. As will be documented in Part I, astrophysics and molecular thermodynamics have succeeded in quantifying the tolerances of cosmic viability. The realization that the energy density of the quantum vacuum is calibrated to [image: ] in [image: ]or that the emergence of a protocell requires the assembly of approximately , [image: ]000 bits of irreducible Specified Algorithmic Information, destroys any attempt to appeal to blind chance.

However, empirical science suffers from a constitutive limitation: its domain is restricted to the description of secondary causes ( intra-mundane mechanism ). Theoretical physics can model the topology of spacetime up to the Planck wall and can apply the BGV (Borde-Guth-Vilenkin) Theorem to demonstrate the physical impossibility of an infinite past, but it absolutely lacks the ontological tools and categorical vocabulary to explain the origin of its own laws or to ground the very act of "being."

When science isolates itself from metaphysics and attempts to answer the question of origins, it inevitably falls into categorical fallacies. It postulates "brute facts" (violating the Principle of Sufficient Reason and destroying the basis of scientific intelligibility) or fabricates unobservable mathematical constructs that needlessly multiply entities (such as the landscape of string theory and eternal chaotic inflation). Isolated science provides astonishing and groundbreaking data, but, lacking an ontological bridge, it proves causally sterile in accounting for the Ultimate Ground.

​The sterility of abstract conceptualism and "Modal Magic"

AT THE OPPOSITE END of the methodological spectrum lies isolated analytic conceptualism. During the last century, philosophers of enormous stature, from Kurt Gödel to Alvin Plantinga, revitalized the ontological argument by drawing on the formidable resources of Saul Kripke's possible-worlds semantics and the S5 axiomatic system. These strictly intensional and top-down approaches begin their journey in the logical space of pure possibility, arguing that if a "Maximumly Great Being" is logically possible ( [image: ]
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