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​Introduction

Peter told the believers that they were stewards of the manifold grace of God. This means that every follower
of Christ has the responsibility to grow and develop in their
God-given gifts. In addition, they are to be faithful in
ministering to others. The Kingdom Steward Series was created to
help believers understand their gifts and ministries. It is
designed to bring clarity to the purpose and functions of spiritual
gifts and ministries. It is our prayer that believers will grow in
the recognition, acceptance, and operation of the gifts of
God.

In
this publication:

This
publication presents a solid introduction to the prophetic ministry.
It will bring clarity and understanding to the
prophetic office, the prophetic anointing, and the gift of
prophecy. This information will help individuals to recognize the
operations of this anointing in their lives and in the lives of
others. It is our hope that believers will develop a greater
respect and appreciation for the prophetic office and
gift.



​Chapter 1

What is a Prophet?

The prophets are here! God always spoke
to His people through the ministry of the prophets. After the
Church was established, prophets continued to minister. The
ministry of prophets did not cease after the deaths of the first
century apostles and prophets. Some scholars have promoted the idea
that since we have scripture, there is no need for prophetic
ministry. Others believe that since the Holy Spirit is in all
believers, prophetic ministry is useless.

However, we should know that these
doctrines are incorrect. Prophets and prophetic ministry are
essential to God’s purpose for the Church. God established this
ministry in the Church second only to apostolic
ministry.

The word prophet originates
from the Greek word, prophetes,
which means an inspired speaker or a foreteller.
Prophets will only speak for God, not for a particular Church or
organization. Prophets are chosen to communicate the heart and mind
of God. They are specialists in “the word of the Lord.” Prophets’
ministries will vary in demonstration and expression.

Surely, the Lord God will do
nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the
prophets. (Amos 3:7)

From the above verse and numerous
examples in scripture, we know that prophets have a unique place in
the kingdom of God.

Prophets in the Old
Testament

Before and after the establishment of
the Mosaic Law and Old Covenant, prophets were used by God. The
scriptures tell us of the prophetic ministry of Enoch. Abel, Adam’s
son, is listed among those who are considered prophets.

That the blood of all
the prophets,
which was shed from the foundation of the world, may be required of
this generation; From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias,
which perished between the altar and the temple: verily I say unto
you, It shall be required of this generation. (Luke11:50-51,
Emphasis Mine)

And Enoch also, the seventh from
Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands
of his saints. (Jude 1:14 Emphasis Mine)

Aside from these, there are others,
before the Law, who were prophets. One well-known prophet is
Abraham. While rebuking Abimelech, God calls him a
prophet.

Now therefore restore the
man his wife;for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and
thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou
shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine.(Genesis
20:7)

Abraham’s prophetic status was evident
because of how the Lord used him. Abraham was used to represent the
voice of the Lord in the earth. In addition, God revealed to him
future events in his life and others (Sodom/Gomorrah and his
descendants), as well as His eternal purpose. Even Christ said that
Abraham saw His day before He came.
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