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Introduction: The Technical Foundations

I grew up with a technical passion based on math, science, logic, and the principle of cause and effect. Everything around me made sense temporally and logically! A car moved because all its parts were built to function as a whole system, converting fuel into power to turn the wheels and move forward. A plane flew due to its aerodynamic design and pressure differentials on either side of the wing. The planets orbited around the Sun, and the Sun around the galaxy, due to planetary laws of motion. Everything was logically connected together, and it all made sense.

I built on this for years, progressing through high school and then into engineering, with a passion for mathematics and logic. I excelled in a number of math contests. I began researching various technical topics in my spare time outside of work, which was also purely logical, involving coding. I felt I was the master of my domain, and I could literally explain everything.

Roughly a couple of decades ago, when I was in my thirties, I met a co-worker who tried to open my eyes to a broader truth regarding the possibility of God’s existence. Being quite rigid in my thinking, I didn’t accept his thoughts at face value. I respected them, but I had to figure it out for myself once again! I would say that was the tiny spark of something bigger, which shaped my thoughts and beliefs in the years to come.
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Chapter 1: The Comfort of Science
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I always felt warmth and refuge in science and how it explained everything known to man beautifully. Mathematics and physics explained the motions of heavenly bodies down to the precise movement of a rock thrown into a river. Biology and chemistry explained all the organs and parts of the body, how they function as a whole to accomplish this intricate, carbon-based collaboration of parts that allows us to move and carry out everyday tasks. Even the most complicated body systems, such as the nervous system or endocrine system, were still fully explainable and logically coherent. We sometimes had to dive into the details, but nevertheless, it made perfect sense once the smaller components, hormones, cells were defined and their functions understood.
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