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This book is dedicated to the legacy of work.
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To every worker of Hankins Stone Company—past and present—

that rose early, labored in dust, heat, cold, and carried pride in the details.

To the fabricators who measured twice, cut true, and made the stone fit, as it should.

To the drivers and equipment operators who moved mountains one load at a time.

And to the masons and construction crews

whose knowledge, strength, and steady hands

set each stone into the Mesa Verde Visitor and Research Center—

a building designed not only to serve today’s visitors,

but to withstand the passing of decades and the turning of centuries.

May this work remind future generations

that great buildings are not simply designed—

they are earned.
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