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CHAPTER 1
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Jett hadn't been with the boys much since the three had transferred into the 8b math class. She saw them only on weekends and even then they were so obsessed with their math teacher harassing them that it was all they would talk about.

Jett had gotten tired of their monomania and had gone off on her own. She had joined a gliding club that met on Saturday afternoons at one of the non-rotating endcaps of the space habitat.

Gliding, that is flying a glider or wing-suit in the habitat, was not forbidden but not encouraged. Gliding along the axis of the habitat a half mile up from the surface was a pastime for many and sport for some. The wing-suits were not fixed-wing like on Earth but had deformable wings which was necessary since there wasn't a strong breeze in the habitat. But one had to be trained in using the wing-suits properly.

“Now Jett, I want to show you how to flap the wings and how not to,” said the flight instructor Thomas James. “Now watch.”

James began making a flapping motion. He went nowhere as his feet were in floor straps. On the downward stroke he angled the leading edge of the wing up and then down as he passed through the horizontal. On the upward stroke he pivoted the wing to almost vertical. All this was done in a non-exaggerated circular motion.

After a few times he stopped.

“Now I want you to describe to me what you just saw.”

Jett then described the motion exactly. James was pleased.

“I think you may be the first student I ever had that described the motion correctly the first time. Congratulations. Now you use your wings and show me how you do it.”

Jett then started to make the same exact motion that she had seen her instructor make.

“Very good Jett. This stroke is what you normally do to get started or to speed up. Now we need to learn a few more strokes and when to use them.”

James then showed Jett how to glide, how to slow down, how to turn one way or the other and finally how to land. Jett was able to duplicate what she had seen exactly.

“Very good. Now that's the lesson for today. I want you to study the notes I gave you and the vids. If you pass the safety test that the habitat's government requires next week, I may allow you to practice in the enclosed area since you've shown such aptitude.”
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