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My second interview with a religious of this institute who wished to remain anonymous is instructive in order to go over many of the data we heard during the first interview. 

The formality, the cruelty and an obsessive drive for success, characteristics that are repeated over and over again in the words of his victims about Roberto's personality. In these interviews are reflected the blood, the abnegation and the sacrifice of this anonymous religious. What Nietzsche said seems to become flesh: "of all that is written, what interests me is that which is written in blood" and we know how much pain there is behind these words, these experiences and this whole episode so regrettable for those who were involved. Today Roberto is secularized, although voices say that he still goes to Mass.

Elena Rossi 

- Did you hear Roberto talk about how he met Bergoglio at dinner? Please tell me what he said there. 

- I just took some personal notes after we finished dinner with him. He did talk about this topic and his early vocation. Roberto said that at the age of 16 he felt his priestly vocation boiling within him and that he had read a book by the Argentine priest Luis María Mendizábal entitled “Do you want to be a priest?”, which was distributed without copyright by the parishes. This book contained many anecdotes about diocesan and religious priests. He read about which congregation each priest belonged to and consulted the ecclesiastical guide at the parish office where he helped out and was in charge of the altar boys. That was his neighborhood church where he spent a lot of time, now a sanctuary, Our Lady of Sorrows, across from Centenario Park in Buenos Aires. He would call these religious families to ask for information and go on Sundays to hear Mass at the Benedictines or Dominicans, for example. 

When he asked his parish priest which was the best religious congregation, he replied that it was the Jesuits. So, he went to the Church of El Salvador and confessed there to the Jesuit priest Alberto Ibáñez Padilla, who was the one who introduced the charismatic movement to Argentina. Seeing that Roberto had a vocation, the confessor referred him to Bergoglio, who was the novice master, in 1972, but Bergoglio told Roberto to stop confessing to Padilla because he was “crazy” ...

Roberto said that he began to discern whether he should become a Jesuit and that Bergoglio had given him a room with a key at the Máximo de San Miguel school. 

But he did a series of Exercises, and it did not turn out that he should become a religious. He did it more than once, but all those times that Bergoglio guided him, they never came to the conclusion that he should enter the Society. According to Roberto, if he had become a Jesuit, he would have followed him everywhere. 
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