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As soon as I completed volume I of this series I knew that volume II wasn’t far behind. My exploration of these fascinating astral bodies had only just scratched the surface, and there was so much more to learn and demonstrate about them. So I am proud to present the second volume of Asteroids, Our Cosmic Influencers. 

For those of you who have not read volume I, I am repeating the core of the introduction to that volume, with a few amendments and additional comments below. 

Thank you for your interest in reading my work. I hope it helps broaden your knowledge and understanding of asteroid astrology.

WHAT IS AN ASTEROID?

Think of an asteroid as a minor planet. That’s what they used to be called until astronomy discovered just how many types and categories of minor planets there were in our solar system. Even as of this writing, more are being discovered, categorized, and defined.

Asteroids are basically chunks of rocks, minerals, or icy objects in space that orbit around the Sun as do the major planets. They vary greatly in size, composition, weight, and shape; some measure barely over a kilometer in width, while some, like Ceres, are among the largest. 

What differentiates the asteroids from the planets is size. While Ceres remains one of the largest, she still measures only 1/13 of the size of Earth, so could not be considered a major planet, having a diameter of only 940 kilometers.

Main Belt Asteroids

These asteroids were the first to be discovered, as they are closest to Earth and were more easily visible to the early telescopic lens of the 19th Century. CERES 1, still the largest asteroid, was the first to be discovered by Italian priest and astronomer Giuseppe Piazzi in 1801, with Pallas, Vesta, and Juno following.

The Main Belt asteroids are all located between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter and, like the rest of the planets, they orbit the Sun. They complete their orbits within a few years, like the inner planets, and therefore resonate on a personal level, as do the inner, more personal planets Mercury, Venus, Mars, and Moon.

HOW TO WORK WITH ASTEROIDS

Here are a few helpful tips that will facilitate working with asteroids and searching for information on an asteroid if it isn’t presented here.

How I do my charts

I use Regulus Platinum software, which has an asteroid menu along the lower left-hand side of the page on which the chart appears. If you click on the Asteroid section it will pull up a listing of about 100 asteroids along the right hand side of the page and their placement by degree and sign. You’ll then have to match them to the planets in the chart, using a one degree orb.

When I want to really drill down and select the specific asteroids of my choice I use the marvelous software at www.serennu.com. You can run your chart and its asteroid listings from the “Ephemeris” section whose link is atop the home page. It will not present a circular chart, just the placements by degree and sign. But first there are a few steps to note for this process.

To run the chart for asteroids you need the UT (Universal Time) for the birth or event time. You can find this by entering your chart data at www.astro.com. 

On the Ephemeris page enter the date and UT – note carefully that you must list the DAY first, not the MONTH as we do here in the US! You can also add the location coordinates but this is not required. What is required for extensive research, though, is a paid subscription, by month or year, and the $10 a month is really more than worth it.

The asteroid module will pull up at least a hundred asteroids, but you can fill in any asteroid you want by adding its number into a space that appears underneath the birth data. You can also check a box that allows you to pull up 1,000 asteroids! The pull-down menu allows you to list the asteroids by name, by degree/sign, by number, and several other options. This is good for when I only want to check one obscure asteroid that I know will not appear in the general list:  I search it by ‘Name’ to find its degree/sign, then I toggle back to list the rest of the data by Zodiac/30 degrees so that I can immediately compare the results to that asteroid.

Further down the page there is a link that will bring you to alphabetical lists of thousands of asteroids from A to Z. This too is an invaluable tool when researching asteroids for a particular chart, or just to see what’s out there. (Caution: The lists are truly staggering!)

Degree of aspect

I use a strict orb of one degree in measuring an aspect from planet to asteroid, Ascendant, Midheaven, or the Nodes. 

Always include the asteroid number in your search.







Some software, like the wonderful search platform at serennu.com, requires the asteroid number when conducting a search. It’s also helpful if you are searching for astronomical information in www.wikipedia.org or minorplanetcenter.org where literally hundreds of thousands of asteroids are listed in blocks of numbers, not names. Always make it a habit to include the number with the name if you plan on doing research.

Research the history, mythology, and any other related information in order to arrive at a meaning for an asteroid.  

Somewhat magically, the earlier asteroids named for mythical gods and goddesses have the uncanny ability to describe persons in ways similar to the soap opera myth after which they were named. 

Interpreting the asteroids

The first several hundred asteroids, discovered in the 19th Century, were named after characters from Greek and Roman mythology, and all of them were female. Thus, there are goddesses, monsters, evil queens, sorceresses and the like in the mix. Studying the mythical stories behind these characters is key to understanding what the asteroids are trying to tell us about the situations in the client’s natal chart. 

Many early astronomers also sought to honor their wives, mothers, and sisters (and the occasional mothers-in-law) by naming asteroids after them. Often a person bearing a name similar or identical to an asteroid name will have that asteroid prominent in their chart! Not always, but it’s fun to check. People may have names of other important individuals in their charts as well.

So it’s no surprise that ELISABETHA 412 features prominently in the birth charts of Prince William and his wife, Princess Catherine, as Queen Elizabeth II was his grandmother and her grandmother-in-law. Similarly, CAMILLA 107 appears prominently in the chart of King Charles III, and that is the name of his second wife, Camilla Parker-Bowles, Queen Consort of the U.K.

The same applies to locations. The early astronomers, when not trying to impress or pacify their relatives or significant others by naming asteroids after them, also named asteroids after cities, provinces, and countries, like CHICAGO 334 or SILESIA 257. These locationally named asteroids will often turn up in charts of people who have a vested interest in that city or country – in traveling there, living there, or studying the history, culture, or language of that location.

For example, CHICAGO 334 figures prominently in the natal chart of actor Matthew Perry. He filmed his first movie in Chicago and was inspired to go into acting because that experience was so personally rewarding for him. Thereafter Chicago held a special place in his heart.

SILESIA 257, named for a region in central Europe, featured strongly in the chart of Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of France. His conquest of the area led to profound cultural and political changes, shaping a whole new identity for that region. 

Place names are also helpful in event and forensic horoscopes where the city or location may give a crucial clue; i.e., if the perpetrator was a foreigner, or used a particular name. It’s always interesting to test out the names and locations and see what turns up. 

When I first began to study the asteroids I was intrigued by asteroid ARETHUSA 95 (not included in this text). It aspected a personal planet in the chart of R&B legend Aretha Franklin, but the orb was two degrees, so I didn’t include the asteroid in either volume. However, it was still exciting to find Arethusa (Areth-USA) well-placed in the chart of an American R&B legend named Aretha! These celestial bodies can be as amusing as they are enlightening and informative.

Volume I explained how phonetics can define a secondary meaning, such as with DICK 17458 and MENTALL 7116. While asteroid DUDU 564 references a light, whimsical nature, it can also suggest where we get into trouble, as in deep doo-doo. This asteroid features prominently in the chart of King Charles III as it squares his Libran Venus, and the revelations of his infidelity while married to Princess Diana certainly put him in deep doo-doo with the British public. Diana, too, was unfaithful, so the asteroid was descriptive of the relationship (Libra) as well as his wife (Venus).

Not Just A Name

When I began this second volume I felt some concern about presenting so many common names of people. But there’s another dimension to the asteroids beyond their names. There’s the literal level, as in the examples above, but there’s also the archetypal level where the symbolism behind the asteroid comes into play. 

For example, SULEIKA 563, named for a character in the German story Also sprach Zarathustra by Friedrich Nietzsche, features prominently in the chart of former U.S. President Obama. He may not have known an individual named Suleika, but its metaphor suits him nicely. The character Suleika inspired change in new directions, and the theme of inspiration through change became a crucial theme in Obama’s tenure as America’s first black President.

Understanding the relationship between asteroids and individuals in the Examples often required an intimate awareness of their habits, histories, and personal experiences. Whenever possible, I enriched this analysis with my own biographical insight. This is one of the great strengths of asteroid work: it offers a window into the core personality blueprint, creating fertile ground for those who wish to explore themselves more deeply through astrological counseling.

For example, HYPSIPYLE 587 deals with loyalty, betrayal, and related inner conflicts. It featured prominently in the chart of Italian tenor Luciano Pavarotti. Normally, only those close to him might know what this meant, but such information could have proven useful if he had chosen to consult an astrologer regarding personal issues of this nature.

Similarly, SIEGENA 386 relates literally to a place in Germany, but devotion to a place also entails reverence for legacy, pride in one’s roots and culture, as evident in the chart of South African leader Nelson Mandela. He may not have had meaningful dealings with Germany itself, but the metaphors work on their own symbolic level. Looking beyond the names offers us a whole new dimension to the astral bodies and how they reflect us back to ourselves.

And now for volume II ....

––––––––
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AALTJE 677

Discovery: January 18, 1909 by August Kopff.

Backstory: Named after Dutch opera soprano Aaltje Noordewier-Reddingius.

Possible Interpretation: Someone of the same or similar name; one gifted with singing, music, vocal expression, the arts; cultural refinement.

Examples: John F. Kennedy Jr.’s Aquarius Moon trines Aaltje in Libra. At one time he wanted to explore acting as a career but was discouraged by his mother Jackie.

In the natal chart of Mafia don John Gotti, Aaltje in Scorpio conjoins his Scorpio Moon. He was known as “the Dapper Don,” and cultivated his image through Italian culture and music.

Notorious criminal Charles Manson had Aaltje in Virgo conjunct Mars, which also exactly conjoined Neptune. He sang, played guitar, and wrote songs, and fantasized becoming a superstar musician.

AASE 867

Discovery: September 23, 1917 by Max Wolf.

Backstory: Named after a loving mother character in Peer Gynt.

Possible Interpretation: Maternal sacrifice, emotional devotion, and protective love, but if afflicted, emotional burdens or attachments.

Examples: Abraham Lincoln, U.S. President from 1861 until 1865, had his Piscean Mercury in square to Aase in Sagittarius; he was devoted to his wife Mary Todd Lincoln, who was a demanding and difficult person.

Physicist Nikola Tesla had Aase in Gemini in trine to Mars in Libra.

In the natal chart of famous aviator Amelia Earhart, Aase in Libra trined Moon in Gemini.

Tech wizard Mark Zuckerberg has Aase opposite Mars in Scorpio.

ABNOBA 456

Discovery: June 4, 1900 by Max Wolf.

Backstory:  Named after a Celtic goddess in the Black Forest region of Germany and a prototype of Roman Diana, goddess of the hunt, nature, and the moon. Abnoba was a Celtic forest and river goddess venerated in the Black Forest region of what is now Germany.

Possible Interpretation: Strong primal instinct and connection to nature and natural forces; feminine power; interest in environmental protection.

Examples: In the natal chart of OpenAI CEO Sam Altman, Abnoba is conjunct Mercury in Aries.

Nuclear scientist J. Robert Oppenheimer had Abnoba opposite his Pisces Midheaven.

In the natal chart of R&B musician Ray Charles, Abnoba in Gemini squares Mercury in Virgo.

ADALBERTA 330

Discovery: March 18, 1892 by Max Wolf.

Backstory:  The name of a Protestant theologian and father-in-law of Wolf. The German name Adalbert means noble, bright, shining – adal = noble, beraht = bright.

Possible Interpretation: May reference the name or a configuration of it, such as Adalbert, Albert, or Bert; a person of integrity and dignity; devotion to one’s cause.

Example: Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of France, had South Node in Gemini conjunct Adalberta.

ADELAIDE 525

Discovery: October 21, 1908 by Joel Hastings Metcalf.

Backstory:  Possibly named for Queen Adelaide of Saxe-Meiningen, after which Adelaide, Australia was named.

Possible Interpretation: The same or a similar name; nobility, refinement, a person of social grace and poise.

Example: Physicist Nikola Tesla had Adelaide conjunct Mars in Libra.

ADELGUNDE 647

Discovery:  September 11, 1907 by August Kopff.

Backstory:  May be named after Saint Adelgunde, which means noble in battle, a strong warrior; she was a saint known for her dedication to healing.

Possible Interpretation: Strength under challenge; one who defends one’s principles; an ethical but fierce defender of a cause.

Examples: Rap star Jay Z has Adelgunde conjunct his Virgo Ascendant.

Infamous Chicago mobster Al Capone had North Node in Capricorn conjunct Adelgunde.

ADELINDA 229

Discovery: August 22, 1882 by Johann Palisa. 

Backstory:  Named for the wife of Austrian astronomer Edmund Weiss, friend of Palisa. Adal in German means noble; linda means soft, gentle.

Possible Interpretation: May reference the name or a form of it, such as Adele or Linda; someone who is loyal, refined, gracious; a charmer.

Examples: In the natal chart of Duchess Meghan Markle, Adelinda in Libra forms a square to her Mars in Cancer.

Actor Matthew Perry had his Scorpio Moon conjunct Adelinda.

U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance has Adelinda conjunct his North Node in Gemini.

Notorious criminal Charles Manson had Mercury in Scorpio in trine to Adelinda in Cancer; he was easily able to manipulate and charm women into his lifestyle.

ADOLFINE 608

Discovery:  September 18, 1906 by August Kopff.

Backstory:  Feminine form of ‘Adolf,’ adal meaning noble and wulf meaning wolf in German.

Possible Interpretation:  The same or similar name, such as Adolf; a person of nobility and courage; a strong leader; a person of powerful instincts.

Examples: Eva Braun, mistress of German dictator Adolf Hitler, had Mars in Gemini sextile Adolfina in Aries.

Right wing political activist Charlie Kirk had Adolfine conjunct Sun in Libra.

ADOREA 268

Discovery: June 8, 1887 by A. Borrelly.

Backstory: References a Roman cake.

Possible Interpretation: Literal meaning of a cake, or on a deeper level, nourishment; a gift or an offering; a reward for work, sign of prosperity.

Example: Actor/director Robert Redford had Adorea in Sagittarius in trine to Mars in Leo.

ADRIA 143

Discovery: February 23, 1875 by Johann Palisa.

Backstory: Named after the Adriatic Sea, on the coast of which the asteroid was discovered.

Possible Interpretation: The Adriatic Sea; a body of water; configuration of name Adrian, Andrea, Adrienne. Also highlights nostalgia, preservation of tradition, and pride in one’s legacy and lineage.

Examples: Actor Tom Cruise has Mars in Taurus square Adria in Leo.

Astrophysicist Carl Sagan had Moon in Sagittarius square Adria in Virgo; with his many books, lectures, and television programs he was instrumental in introducing astronomy and the universe to the public.

AEGINA 91

Discovery:  November 4, 1866 by Édouard Jean-Marie Stephan.

Backstory: She was another not-so-lucky lover of Zeus who was turned into the island which eventually gave name to the Aegean Sea.

Possible Interpretation: The Aegean Sea or islands in its region; a lover cast aside; an affinity for seafaring or the sea; probing the depths of emotional situations.

Examples: In the natal chart of entrepreneur Bill Gates, Aegina conjoins Mars in Libra; he has made significant investments in green shipping technologies.

Multi-billionaire Jeff Bezos has Aegina in Libra square his North Node in Cancer.

Beach Boys musician Dennis Wilson, who died by drowning, had Aegina in Capricorn in trine to his Taurus Midheaven.

Actor/director Robert Redford had Aegina in Capricorn in trine to his Moon/Mercury conjunction in Virgo.

Infamous Chicago mobster Al Capone had Aegina conjunct his Capricorn Sun.

Physicist Nikola Tesla had Aegina conjunct his Cancer Sun.

Famous American poet Walt Whitman had Aegina in Capricorn trine Venus in Taurus.

AEGLE 96

Discovery:  February 17, 1868 by Jérôme Coggia.

Backstory: One of the seven Hesperides nymphs, daughters of the Titans.

Possible Interpretation: Those who bring healing, comfort, emotional support, inspiration to others.

Examples: King Charles III of the U.K. has Aegle conjunct Mercury in Scorpio.

In the natal chart of R&B musician Ray Charles, Aegle in Taurus trines Mercury in Virgo.

AEMILIA 159

Discovery: January 26, 1876 by brothers Paul and Prosper Henry.

Backstory: Named after the Via Aemilia, an ancient Roman road; feminine form for Aemilius, a revered noble family in ancient Rome.

Possible Interpretation:  A road or thoroughfare; the name Aemilia, Emilia or related name; a method or process that takes you somewhere to a desired destination, as in “all roads lead to Rome;” feminine power and prestige, refinement and family connections.

Example: In the natal chart of famous aviator Amelia Earhart, Saturn at 24 Scorpio was conjunct Uranus at 25 Scorpio and this pair opposed Aemilia.

AEOLIA 396

Discovery: December 1, 1894 by Auguste Charlois.

Backstory: Ancient region in Asia Minor.

Possible Interpretation: A place in Asia Minor; something of Aeolia, such as an Aeolian harp; the region’s theme relates to the winds, therefore, connecting to one’s voice, expressions, free-flowing movement through situations.

Example: King Charles III of the U.K. has Aeolia conjunct the North Node in Taurus.

AÉRIA 369

Discovery: July 4, 1893 by Alphonse Borrelly.

Backstory: Named for the element of Air, comprising the four elements Air, Water, Fire, and Earth.  

Possible Interpretation: Pertaining to air, as an aerial feat, something airborne; something light and airy; the air element in astrology, relating to ideas, thought, or communications.

Examples: In the natal chart of Beach Boys musician Dennis Wilson, Aeria conjoined Mars in Sagittarius.

Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of France, had Jupiter in Scorpio opposite Aeria.

AETERNITAS 446

Discovery: October 27, 1899 by Max Wolf.

Backstory: It is the Latin word for ‘eternity,’ representing something timeless and immortal.

Possible Interpretation: Where we wish to build our legacy; creating something that transcends time; the desire for permanence and immortality.

Examples: In the natal chart of OpenAI CEO Sam Altman, Aeternitas in Leo trines Venus in Aries.

Physicist Albert Einstein had Aeternitas in Scorpio trine his Cancer Ascendant.

Prince Rogers Nelson, a.k.a. Prince, had Aeternitas in Libra trine Sun in Gemini.

First U.S. President George Washington had Aeternitas in Aries sextile Mercury in Aquarius.

Famous American poet Walt Whitman had Aeternitas in Capricorn trine Venus in Taurus.

AETHRA 132

Discovery: June 13, 1873 by James Craig Watson.

Backstory: Greek mother of Theseus, a beloved hero famous for killing the monster Minotaur.

Possible Interpretation: As the mother of Theseus, Aethra may reference a mother of a hero; a connection to a special child; a strong mother-son relationship; hidden or unknown origin of things; nurturing qualities.

Examples: King Charles III of the U.K. has Aethra conjunct his South Node in Scorpio.

Eva Braun, mistress of German dictator Adolf Hitler, had Aethra in Aquarius trine her Moon in Libra.

First American President George Washington had Aethra in Pisces conjunct Venus and sextile the Capricorn Midheaven.

AGAMEMNON 911

Discovery: March 19, 1919 by Karl Wilhelm Reinmuth.

Backstory: He was king of Mycenae who led the Greeks in the Trojan War, also brother-in-law to Helen of Troy. He made the controversial decision to sacrifice his daughter Iphigenia in order to gain favorable travel to the war. It was a decision that cost him his life; when he returned home from the war his angry wife Clytemnestra killed him to avenge her daughter’s death.

Possible Interpretation: A strong leader who may alienate followers by making difficult decisions; the perilous cost of leadership; the sacrifices we make to gain something.

Example: U.S. President Donald Trump’s Leo Ascendant trines Agamemnon in Sagittarius.

AGATHE 228

Discovery: August 19, 1882 by Johann Palisa.

Backstory: Named for the daughter of Austrian explorer von Oppolzer.

Possible Interpretation: May reference a person by the name Agatha or Agathe or some connection thereto; having a refined sense of values; where one grapples with morality, idealism, or integrity.

Example: Tech wizard Mark Zuckerberg has Agathe opposite Mars in Scorpio.

AGRIPPINA 645

Discovery: September 13, 1907 by Joel Hastings Metcalf.

Backstory: She was either the mother or grandmother of the cruel Roman emperor Nero, known for his ruthlessness and psychopathy.

Possible Interpretation: May reference a dominant family matriarch; family intrigues; strong feminine power which may be manipulative or coercive; intensely ambitious person.

Examples: Princess Diana of Wales had Agrippina in Virgo in trine to her Venus in Taurus.

German physician Anton Mesmer, who is credit with developing the technique of hypnosis, had Agrippina opposite his Aries Midheaven.

AGUNTINA 744

Discovery: February 26, 1913 by Joseph Rheden.

Backstory: Named for the Roman city of Aguntun, now in East Tyrol, Austria, the astronomer’s homeland.

Possible Interpretation: Shows strong cultural roots and attachment to one’s homeland; interest in one’s native culture, history, or ancestry.

Examples: Lady Gaga, singer/songwriter born Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta, has Aguntina opposite her Capricorn Mars. She has sung about cultural roots and place identity.

In the natal chart of nursing pioneer Clara Barton, her Capricorn Moon opposes Aguntina.

In the natal chart of famous aviator Amelia Earhart, Aguntina opposed Moon in Gemini.

AHRENSA 950

Discovery: November 1, 1921 by Karl Wilhelm Reinmuth.

Backstory: Uncertain. May relate to the Ahr region of Germany, known for its wine production and scenic environment.

Possible Interpretation: Having attachment to Germany or the Ahr; a sense of connection to one’s cultural roots; appreciation for natural beauty.

Examples: The Rolling Stones lead singer Mick Jagger has Ahrensa in Scorpio square the Sun in Leo.

Tech wizard Mark Zuckerberg has Ahrensa in Aquarius sextile Mercury in Aries.

AIDA 861
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