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      My earliest memory is of rain. That doesn’t mean I was born in the rain — although I could have been — just that my first memory is of being outside in the cold with the rain soaking my thick fur. I had lost track of my Mama cat, then it got dark, and there I was, alone, listening to the sounds of insects and cars and giant creatures who might think I was a meal on the run. I was so scared that when I mewed my voice shook.

      I can’t even remember now what I was trying to do the night I got lost or how I got where I was. I imagine I was exploring: “Oh look a bug! Oh look a plant! Oh look! EEK! Loud noise! Run. Hide. Oops.” And then there was nothing familiar at all.

      When it started to rain, I did my best to hide. I found the darkest area I could, near a tall fence that stretched up higher than my kitten eyes could see. I huddled next to it, under a lamppost with the light burnt out. I was still getting wet, so I was one unhappy kitten but I did not see any place better to hide. At least all the other creatures moving around in the rain and the dark would probably not see me. I spent a frightening night.

      I was just five weeks old when I was lost and then found. Most of what I know about my life before I got lost is hearsay. I have been told that there was a feral mama cat around and some possums, but no amount of searching turned up any sign of any other cats or a possum. There was a handsome cat with a particularly floofy tail across from the condominiums where I would go to live. He strutted and seemed to look a little like me, but no one was ever home to answer any questions about a lost kitten. No one answered the questions that were asked around the condominiums. So no one has any idea about where I came from. I, of course, was young and scared so all I remember is the darkness and rain and hunger.

      There I was in the rain, getting wetter than any cat wants to be and shivering in the cold and scary night. There were big trees and lots of hiding places but none of them smelled at all familiar nor did any of those hiding places have food. I could hear creatures running around. I could smell other cats, but not my mama cat.

      My desperate little mews were drowned out by all the night sounds and no one came. The storm itself was noisy enough, with the rain pounding, but branches also lashed against each other in the wind. Traffic rumbled on the nearby highway. I could see three buildings that I later learned were condominiums, but I sensed there were more. Someone was playing music, and when that stopped, I felt even more alone.

      The fence I huddled against was on the edge of the property that housed these condominiums. I liked the fence because I could keep it at my back to feel more secure. Once I crawled under the fence and found a place I called “no cat’s land” — a flat, spread-out area with no cover. When you are a tiny cat, that kind of place is not very desirable. My adopted mama told me later it was a business park with an insurance agent, a big empty building, and a restaurant, which was not cooking much in the middle of the night.
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