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      To “The Boss”

      (B.S.)

      Thanks for the music.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            I WAS THERE
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        I’d been there the day you were born.

        I’d held you in my arms.

        I have loved you since day one,

        And I will love you until my life is done.

      

      

      
        
        I’ve watched you grow into a boy.

        I’ve held your hand, guiding you across the street.

        I will see you grow into a man

        And no longer need me.

      

      

      
        
        It makes me sad, but it must be.

        That’s just the way it goes.

        Where life takes us, no one knows.

        It’s a blessing watching you grow.

      

      

      
        
        When you look back, I hope you see.

        When you look back, I hope you know

        How much you meant to me,

        And how much I love you so.

      

      

      
        
        When I’m gone, I will be sad

        Because I can’t see you.

        My wish is for you to be glad

        Of the memories we had.

      

      

      
        
        I’d been there the day you were born.

        I’d held you in my arms.

        I have loved you since day one,

        And I will love you until my life is done.

      

      

      
        
        Enjoy each moment, since they’re already gone.

        That’s the speed of the song.

        The older you get, the faster it goes.

        Make sure you have something to show.

      

      

      
        
        When you have your own, be there the day they’re born.

        Hold the child in your arms.

        Love it since day one,

        Until your life is done.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            BABY TO MAN
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        A gift came to me and you,

        A mother and this world, too,

        Bringing so much love and joy.

        We saw him born.

        We watched him grow.

        We held him tight and let him go.

        That’s the way life was, you know.

      

      

      
        
        Baby boy, baby boy.

        Baby boy, baby boy.

      

      

      
        
        He began to crawl and walk,

        Laugh, cry, and talk,

        Making us so proud.

        We saw him stand.

        We saw him fall.

        We saw him succeed through it all.

        We loved him.

      

      

      
        
        Little boy, little boy.

        Little boy, little boy.

      

      

      
        
        Teenage years

        Came too fast.

        That little boy didn’t last

        Long enough.

        The expensive shoes,

        The pricey shirts,

        How we hurt, but that’s OK.

      

      

      
        
        Young man, young man.

        Young man, young man.

      

      

      
        
        A grown man he became,

        He made mistakes and learned

        The game of life.

        Now, with a family of his own,

        Through our guidance,

        He has known

        Love.

      

      

      
        
        Good man, good man.

        Good man, good man.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            BOY IN THE SHADOW
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        I see a boy standing in the corner

        Of his own shadow

        With no place to go.

      

      

      
        
        I see a boy standing in the corner

        Of his own shadow

        With no place to go.

      

      

      
        
        I call to him,

        But he doesn’t hear.

        He runs.

        I watch him disappear.

      

      

      
        
        My mind is blank

        Because of my past.

        I often think,

        How long this will last?

      

      

      
        
        I see a boy standing in the corner

        Of his own shadow

        With no place to go.

      

      

      
        
        I see a boy standing in the corner

        Of his own shadow

        With no place to go.

      

      

      
        
        Who is this boy?

        What is his name?

        Is this some sort of game?

        Or am I insane?

      

      

      
        
        How many more years have to go by?

        How many more tears

        Must this little boy cry?

      

      

      
        
        I see a boy standing in the corner

        Of his own shadow

        With no place to go.

      

      

      
        
        I see a boy standing in the corner

        Of his own shadow

        With no place to go.

      

      

      
        
        I’ve begun to feel.

        I’ve begun to heal.

        I realize I am real.

      

      

      
        
        I see a boy standing in the corner

        Of his own shadow

        With no place to go.

      

      

      
        
        I see a boy standing in the corner

        Of his own shadow

        With no place to go.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            MY DADDY
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        Wind blowing across the porch.

        I am just a little boy.

        Mama and Daddy talking inside,

        As a yellow cab pulls up to the end of the drive.

      

      

      
        
        Daddy walks through the screen door,

        Over to me and takes a knee,

        Ruffles my hair,

        And says he’ll be back for me.

      

      

      
        
        Down the dusty drive, he walks.

        He and the driver talk.

        Daddy gets in the cab, holding his pack.

        The cab drives off, and Daddy never looks back.

      

      

      
        
        I walk inside.

        Mama’s crying in the den.

        She says, “he ain’t coming back again.”

        This time, it’s for good.

        Mama says, “everything happens as it should.”

      

      

      
        
        Home for meanness is my mama’s mouth,

        Hollering at me, telling me to get out.

        I go sit on the porch swing,

        Wondering why she’s always mean.
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