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Andrzej couldn’t wait to go outside!

After waking up to a world blanketed in lumpy snow, he shouted with glee and hopped out of bed before dressing himself as quickly as he could. He hadn’t felt snow on his face in over a year. A part of his seven-year-old brain had been worried it would never come back.

“The snow is here! The snow is here!” he screamed, rushing to slide his thickest pair of socks over his wiggling feet. “The snow is here and it’s here for me!” His blue coat came next, and then his lightest black boots. He’d learned the hard way that heavier boots tended to stay in the snow. After swiping gloves and a beanie from his drawer he bolted downstairs. He almost crashed into his mother as she walked from the kitchen to where a fireplace was just coming to life.

His mother walked with a limp and had long, thinning red hair. She’d been an irresistibly beautiful woman in her younger days, but had slowly taken on the frail and unkempt image of an injured widow after losing her husband in the wilderness.
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