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        This book is dedicated to all who search for a chance of love.

        To those who keep the faith and never give up on their dreams of love.
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      Maddie and her roommate June strolled through the streets, enjoying the fair, eating cotton candy and trying their luck at a couple of games. June won a bear at ring toss. Maddie won some oversized glasses at the sharpshooting booth. The fair was set up close to their university. They were halfway through their senior years and were glad for a chance to wander around and get their minds off testing for a while.

      They spotted a fortune telling booth ahead, so the girls headed that way. June was reluctant, but Maddie was wondering if the fortune teller could give her some insight  into her situation with Liam. She had not seen him in six months. He went skiing with friends at Christmas instead of coming home. It had been four years since she  had seen Liam in the magic mirror. They both had been away at different universities. They did not get many chances to see each other.

      When he was on break, he went home to Morristown. When she was on break, she was expected to go home to Rolling Fork. Sometimes, she visited with Dora and Rafe, her sister and Liam’s brother, but Liam was not always there when she visited. She made up her mind to look in the mirror again next time she was home. She had not told any of her friends at college about seeing Liam in the mirror because she did not think they would believe her.

      They reached the fortune teller’s booth and went inside. The fortune teller was made up like a gypsy. She watched them as they approached her table.

      “Take a chance on the future,” she said. “It is always good to know what to expect.”

      “You go first,” Maddie motioned for June to take a seat.

      June sat down, hesitantly, and laid her money on the table. The money quickly disappeared and the fortune teller reached for her hand.

      “You have a nice long life line.” she said.

      June glanced at Maddie and grinned.

      The fortune teller studied her hand for a few minutes. June watched her anxiously, because the fortune teller was quiet for so long. The fortune teller looked up at June. “You have already had a glimpse of your true love. Do not delay to establish a relationship. You will have to face treachery from your look-alike. She will try to take what is yours. She always wants what is yours. You will win in the end, but you will face unexpected happenings from unexpected directions. Hold strong to your love. True love is worth fighting for. Do not give up on love.”

      The fortune teller sat back quietly. June rose from the chair and let Maddie have her turn.

      Maddie sat down. She laid her money on the table and watched it disappear. She put her hand on the table for the fortune teller to study.

      The fortune teller studied her hand and looked at Maddie.

      “Your true love is waiting for a sign from you. He wants to be sure you are ready to make a life with him. Do not wait too long. Let him know you are his. If you do not make your move soon, someone else will try to make him hers.”

      The girls thanked the fortune teller and left. They did not discuss what she told them until they moved away from her booth.

      The girls wandered over to some picnic tables and sat down. June looked at Maddie.

      “I don’t talk about my twin sister very often. She went to cosmetology school, while I dropped out of the university to take care of Mom. She would not help. She said she was not putting her life on hold.  My sister is rather wild. She is the kind of person who always has a male in tow. Anytime she thinks I am interested in anyone, she does her best to turn his attention away from me and toward her.

      I don’t know why she is like that. It is almost like she hates me. She has always resented me for being born first. I was born at 11:58 pm on June 30th. She was born at 12:04 am on July 1st.

      I was named June and she was named July.

      When I was in the museum in Denton, I looked in the mirror hanging there. I saw a man in the mirror. I don’t know his name or anything about him, but I did not say anything about him to anybody, because I did not want July to hear about him.”

      June looked at Maddie to see if she believed her.

      Maddie smiled at June. “I believe you,” she said. “I saw my true love in the mirror at the gallery in Rolling Fork. It was four years ago. He was nineteen, and I was fifteen. My sister convinced me not to say anything until we were both older. I was lucky. My sister married Liam’s older brother. They live in Morristown. I get to see him sometimes.” Maddie looked troubled.

      “According to the fortune teller’s prophesy, I have to let him know we are meant to be together or someone else is going to try to get him interested in her,”

      “Doesn’t he know about you seeing him in the mirror?” asked June.

      “No, I didn’t tell him. We were both so young, I did not want to put pressure on him when we could not be together,” explained Maddie.

      “What does your guy look like?” asked Maddie.

      “He has dark hair and he looks rugged, but handsome. I only saw him once, but he was dressed in a flannel shirt and black boots.”

      Maddie looked at her, startled at her description. Maddie took her wallet out of her purse and flipped to some pictures they took the last time she visited Dora. She found a family group of Rafe, Jason, and Liam. Maddie turned the pictures so June could see them.

      June looked at the photos and gasped. She turned white and kept gazing at the photo.

      Maddie pointed at Rafe. “This is my sister Dora’s husband, Rafe. The one on the other end is Liam and the one in the middle is their brother, Jason.”

      “Jason,” whispered June. “He is the man I saw in the mirror. You know him. Tell me about him.”

      “Well, his last name is Haggerty. They live in Morristown. They have a logging business. Rafe  has been in charge since the death of their father and brother. Jason is in charge of the logging crew. Liam is in his last year at his university. They are all nice guys. Jason comes off as gruff sometimes, but he is a softy when it comes to family,” Maddie paused for June to absorb what she told her.

      Maddie took out her phone and called Dora.

      “Hello, Maddie,” said Dora. “Are you about ready for a break?”

      “Yes, I am. I’m not interrupting class, am I?” asked Maddie.

      Dora was teaching third grade in Morristown. She had been a certified teacher for three and a half years, and she loved teaching.

      “No, my students are in gym class this period. What are you doing?”

      “My roommate, June and I are visiting a street fair. We needed a break. Have you heard from Liam lately?” asked Maddie.

      “No, but as far as I know, he will be home on break in a couple of weeks. Why?” asked Dora.

      “I think it is time for Liam and me to get serious, before he becomes interested in someone else,” Maddie said, firmly. “Would it be alright if June and I  come for a visit as soon as we finish our tests?”

      “You and your roommate are welcome anytime. We would love to see you,” Dora assured her.

      “Is Jason in town?” asked Maddie.

      “He away delivering a load of logs, but he should be back by the time you get here. Why?” asked Dora.

      “No reason. I was just wondering,” said Maddie. “We will see you in a couple of weeks. I will let you know when to expect us. Give my love to Rafe and the kids.”

      “I will. Take care,” said Dora.

      Maddie hung up the phone and smiled at June.

      “Are you ready to meet your true love?” she asked.

      June grinned back. “Yes, I am,” she said.

      Still grinning, Maddie and June headed to martial arts class. They bowed to Professor Yang and suited up. Maddie was so good at demonstrations the professor often asked her help with the other students. Maddie got June interested in martial arts. Now, she loved the class almost as much as Maddie.

      Maddie and June paired up and started their practice. They soon had an audience as more and more students stopped and watched them. Professor Yang stood back and watched. He did not try to get the other students to  go back to practicing. He knew they would learn a lot just watching these gifted young ladies.

      When Maddie and June finished their routine and bowed to each other, the other students clapped for them. Professor Yang encouraged the other students to continue their own class and went to talk to Maddie and June.

      “Miss Hawthorn, Miss Mavorn,  you are doing this class an honor by being here,” he said, bowing slightly.

      “The honor is all ours. Thank you for allowing us to be students here,” said Maddie.

      “We love our classes here,” agreed June.

      “Do you have plans for after graduation?” asked Professor Yang.

      “Yes,” said Maddie. ‘I am going to see about opening a martial arts school in Morristown.” She was also taking classes in business administration so she could manage the business end of the school.

      “I see,” said the professor thoughtfully. “Why, Morristown? I thought you were from Rolling Fork.”

      “Yes, I am, but my sister, Dora and brother, Blake have made their homes in Morristown.” With Dora living and teaching there, and Blake running his law firm and living in Hawthorn house in Morristown, she hoped her parents would not try to discourage her about her plans. Maddie grinned at June. “Also, my true love lives in Morristown.”

      “Ah,” said Professor Yang. “True love is not to be taken lightly. It comes to so few. It is to be treasured. When you get your school started, I would be honored to visit and, maybe, do a demonstration there.”

      Maddie gave him a big smile.

      “That would be great. Anytime you want to come we will be honored to have you,” she said excitedly.

      “Good luck with your endeavors,” he said, bowing slightly, as he turned to go.

      “Thank you,” said Maddie, returning the bow.

      She turned to June excitedly.

      “I think we just got our first endorsement,” she said. June smilingly agreed.

      The girls left to return to their dorm room to study. After a bit of studying, Maddie noticed June looking troubled about something. She waited a while to see if June would say what was wrong, but two subjects later, she still had not said a word, so Maddie decided to do a little discreet questioning.

      “Is something bothering you?” asked Maddie.

      “I was just thinking about the martial arts school in Morristown,” said June.

      “You do want to join me there, don’t you?” asked Maddie.

      “Oh, yes, I would love to join you there. It is just going to cost a lot to build and establish a school. I want to pull my weight, but I don’t have a lot of money,” said June.

      “Oh, is that all? I am not worried about funding. I have a large trust fund. My grandfather on my dad’s side of the family set up trust funds for my sisters, my brother and myself when we were born. We received more when he died. I just want you with me. I don’t have many close friends. We may even be sisters someday. It will be great to have someone with me I can trust and enjoy having around,” Maddie paused and looked at June enquiringly.

      June gave her a big smile. “It looks like we are going to open a Martial arts school,” she said.

      Maddie decided to touch base with Liam. She had his number in her phone, but she had never used it. She dialed the number and waited. Just when she thought she wasn’t going to get answer, the phone was answered by a female voice.

      “Hello,” said the female voice.

      “Is Liam there?” asked Maddie.

      “No, he stepped out for a few minutes. Can I take a message?”

      “Just tell him Maddie called,” said Maddie.

      “Ok,” said the voice as she hung up the phone.
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        * * *

      

      The female turned as Liam came in the door. He noticed her holding the phone.

      “Did I get a call?” he asked.

      “Yes, someone called Maddie. “She just asked me to tell you she called.”

      Liam looked surprised. He was pleased to have Maddie reaching out to him. He was beginning to think she never would.

      “Who is Maddie?” asked the girl.

      Liam looked at her as if he had forgotten she was there.

      “Maddie is my sister-in-law’s sister,” he replied.

      “Oh, she is family,” she said.

      “Yes,” said Liam happily. “Maddie is my family. Listen, I have to study for the tests I have early tomorrow, so we need to say good night. I’ll talk to you later, Leslie.”

      “Alright,” said Leslie, reluctantly leaving. “I will see you tomorrow. Good luck on your tests.”

      As soon as she was gone, Liam picked up his phone and called Maddie.

      “Hello,” said Maddie.

      “Hi, Maddie, I received a message that you called,” said Liam.

      “Yes, I did. I wanted to see if you are going to go home when testing ends,” said Maddie.

      “Yes, I am. I promised Jason I would help out this summer,” said Liam.

      “Oh,” said Maddie. “I was hoping you would help me look around for a good location for my martial arts school.”

      “You are opening it in Morristown?” asked Liam.

      “Yes, my roommate, June, and I are going to be partners. I already called Dora and she is expecting us as soon as we finish our tests,” said Maddie.

      “I will make time. I would love to help you scout locations,” said Liam, with a big smile. “How have you been?” he asked.

      “I am doing good. How about you? You ready for school to be over?” asked Maddie.

      “Yes, I am ready to get on with life,” said Liam.

      “Me, too,” said Maddie.

      “I’ll see you, soon,” said Liam.

      “Yes, soon,” whispered Maddie as they each disconnected.

      Liam couldn’t stop smiling. Maddie had called him. He had to take things slowly. He did not want to spook her. He had been waiting four years for Maddie to be ready for a relationship with him. He did a jig around the room. The time had come. How was he supposed to study when he was so excited? Soon, they would be together, soon.
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      Jason and his crew unloaded several loads of logs at the Denton saw mill. It was a big order, for a client getting ready to build a new home. They needed to be cut into lumber and cured before they could be used, but the saw mill would take care of that.

      Jason looked around and called out to his crew to wrap everything up for the day. They still had a good  few logs to unload the next day before they could return to Morristown, so everyone was heading to the motel for the night … after a few drinks at one of the local hangouts.

      Jason decided to go along for a drink. He wanted to keep an eye on his crew. He did not want them getting into any trouble. He was sitting quietly, thinking, when some of the guys whistled at some girls entering the room. Jason glanced up and froze. One of the girls looked like the girl he  had seen in the mirror.

      He smiled, glad his turn had come. He was ready to settle down and quit playing the field. He had been hoping for a sign from the mirror since Dora and Rafe found each other. When he finally saw her, he couldn’t believe it, but the reflection was gone too fast to try and talk to her. Still her image stayed with him, and now, she was here!

      July saw Jason as soon as she entered. She recognized him from the mirror, the day June saw his reflection at the museum. June had not known she was there, watching her from a nearby display. July only wanted to talk to her, but the mirror caught her attention. She waited for June to leave and went to look at it closer. All she saw was her own face. She read the display description and knew, whoever June saw was meant to be her true love.

      July boldly made her way over to him.

      “Hi,” she said. “My name is July.”

      “Hi, I’m Jason. Why would anyone name their child July?” asked Jason.

      “I was born in July,” said July with a shrug.

      Jason shook his head. July had her hand on his arm. He didn’t feel anything. When Rafe met Dora they couldn’t stand not touching. He shook his head. If this was true love, he wanted no part of it. This girl did not feel like his.

      July sat down at Jason’s table, without an invitation, and started trying to sweet talk him. Jason did not try to get her to leave. He watched her and listened.

      The waitress came over to see what July wanted to drink.

      “It took you long enough,” said July rudely.

      She ordered a drink and started trying to sweet talk Jason again. Jason shifted in his chair. This was not the woman of his dreams.

      Jason noticed some of his men getting ready to leave, so he threw some money on the table for the drinks and a tip and got up. “It was nice meeting you, July, but my crew is ready to go. I am driving so I have to leave,” Jason hurriedly headed for the door. He glanced back when he was at the door and saw July stuff the money in her bra. The waitress was passing by him. He caught her arm and gave her some more money for the drinks and a tip. He left quickly before July could spot him and come after him. Some of his men were stay ing behind. Hopefully they would steer clear of July.

      The next morning, Jason’s crew unloaded the last of the logs at the saw mill. The two men, who had stayed behind when the rest of the crew left, were sporting hangovers. Jason looked at them and shook his head.

      “You guys should have left with the rest of us,” he told them.

      “Yeah,” one of them agreed. “It’s not as if it did us any good to stay. The chick only wanted to talk about you.”

      “What did she want to know?” asked Jason.

      “She wanted to know where you lived and if you had a girlfriend,” he replied.

      “What did you tell her?” asked Jason.

      “I told her we all lived in Morristown and you had a different girl every time I saw you,” said the crew member, grinning.

      Jason laughed with the rest of the crew. He hoped he had heard the last of Miss July. She was bad news.

      They arrived back in Morristown by dinner time. They left the big rigs on the job site and everyone left in their own cars and trucks. Jason headed over to Rafe and Dora’s.

      Rafe had a large house built for his family, on a five-acre plot, close to the family home. He said he wanted to have plenty of room for his growing family. He and Dora were raising his brother’s two children. Frank and his wife Sara died in a car crash years before. Dede was now eight years old and Lars just turned ten. Both children adored Rafe and Dora and had been calling them Mom and Dad for almost three years.

      Rafe and Dora announced a couple of weeks ago they were expecting. They were both very excited, as were Dede and Lars.

      When Jason arrived at Rafe’s, he found Rafe sitting on the front porch. He was in the swing, drinking a glass of iced tea. “How did the delivery go?” Rafe asked.

      “It went fine,” said Jason. Jason looked over at Rafe. He wanted to ask him about the mirror, but he didn’t know where to start.

      Rafe looked at Jason. He could tell something was bothering him. “What’s wrong?” he asked.

      “When you saw Dora in the mirror how did you feel?” asked Jason.

      “I felt my heart stutter. I felt like I had been running hard and couldn’t catch my breath,” Rafe said thoughtfully. “Did you see someone in a mirror?” he asked.

      “Yeah, just a brief glimpse, then I ran into the person in Denton. She came over to talk to me. I didn’t feel anything for her. She just felt wrong. I don’t know how to explain it. Her name was July, and I hope I never run into her again,” Jason ended on a firm note.

      Rafe looked at him. He gave him a minute to collect himself.

      “It is possible the woman in the mirror is not the woman in Denton. They say everyone has a look alike. Maybe your true love is still out there,” he looked at Jason and waited for a response.

      “It is very discouraging. I really had my hopes up. When I met July, my hopes plummeted,” Jason sighed.

      “Don’t give up. True love is worth the wait. I treasure every moment with Dora and I know she feels the same.”

      “Alright, I’ll think about it. I had better get home. Mom is not going to be happy if supper gets cold. I’ll see you later,” he said with a wave as he left.

      After he was gone, Dora joined Rafe in the porch swing. She snuggled close to him.

      “You heard, Jason?” said Rafe.

      “Yes, I started to come out, but I heard what he was talking about and decided he might feel better if I didn’t.” she said.

      “What do you think about this woman he met?” he asked.

      “I had a call from Maddie today. She wanted to see if it would be alright for her and her roommate to come here when they finish their tests. I told her to come anytime. She and her roommate were always welcome,” said Dora.

      Rafe looked at her curiously. He wondered at the change of subject.

      “Maddie should know she is always welcome,” he said. “What does this have to do with Jason?” asked Rafe.

      “Well, Maddie asked if Jason was here. I told her he was away, but would be back soon.” Dora looked at Rafe. “Maddie’s roommate’s name is June. Don’t you think it is quite a coincidence for Jason to meet a July and Maddie to bring home a June?”

      Rafe looked startled. “Twins!” he exclaimed.

      “That would be my guess,” grinned Dora. “I think it was probably June who Jason saw in the mirror. July is trying to get a step up on her sister. I am only guessing. We should not say anything to Jason until we know for sure.”

      “I hope you are right,” said Rafe giving her a hug.

      “Me, too,” said Dora.

      It was hard the next day for Rafe to keep quiet about Dora’s theory. Jason looked so depressed. He started to tell him, but Jason was called out to handle a problem, and when he returned, he looked much better. He seemed to have put it behind him and was facing the future. Rafe decided to wait, just in case they were wrong. He did not want to get Jason’s hopes up only to have them dashed again.
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        * * *

      

      Liam was the first to arrive home. As soon as he finished his last test he headed for home. He did not even wait for his grades to be posted. He knew he could get them off the computer later. He was too excited to wait.

      He wandered around the house the first day back. He was too excited to sit and wait, but he did not want to miss Maddie if she arrived early.

      His mom watched him wander around for a while. She was curious about what had him so stirred up. “Are you going to help Jason and Rafe on the job?” she asked.

      “Yes, but first, I am going to help Maddie scout around for a place to open her martial arts school,” he replied.

      “Maddie called you?” asked Madeline.

      He turned and grinned at his mom. “Yes, she finally called me,” he said.

      Madeline was thoughtful for a minute. “You know Maddie saw you in the mirror!” she exclaimed. “Did Maddie tell you?”

      “No, I overheard you and Dora talking about it when they first came here,” Liam explained.

      “You did not say anything all this time,” she said.

      “I did not want to push Maddie before she was ready,” Liam smiled at his mom. “She called me.”

      Madeline came over and gave Liam a hug. “I am so proud of you. You are a son to be proud of. There are not many men who would stand back for four years and give their girl the space to grow in. You are a fine young man.”

      Liam colored and bashfully returned his mom’s hug.

      “I am only following the guidance of a wonderful mother. There could not be a better guide anywhere. I love you Mom,” Liam gave her another hug and then drew back. “You won’t tell anyone about me knowing, will you? I want Maddie to tell me in her own time.”

      “I won’t say a word,” promised Madeline. “Now sit and I will get you a glass of lemonade.”

      “Yes, Ma’am,” Liam sat at the table and drank his glass of lemonade and he and his mom talked about his classes and grades. There was no more discussion about Maddie.
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      Maddie and June made a stop in Rolling Fork to drop off her winter clothes and pick up her summer clothes. Maddie wanted to talk to her parents about her plans to start a school in Morristown. She also wanted to go by the gallery and take another look in the magic mirror.

      Maddie let herself into the house with her key. “Hello, anyone here?” she called.

      “Maddie.” said Lucy, coming out of the living room and giving her a hug. She then turned to June and hugged her, too.

      “Welcome, June. I’ve heard a lot of good things about you from Maddie,” she said.

      “Thank you for having me, Mrs. Hawthorn,” said June. “I’ve loved having Maddie for a roommate.”

      “Mom, we are only going to be here for a day or two. I called Dora and invited myself to visit with her,” said Maddie. “I want to show June around town before everything closes. So, is it okay for us to dump our suitcases in my room and take off? We will be back in an hour or two.”

      “Alright,  dear, I’ll get some food cooking. Your father should be home by the time you get back. You two enjoy yourselves.” She waved goodbye and turned toward the kitchen. She would enjoy cooking for her youngest child. It had been awhile. All of her children had grown up, and she missed them, but she was glad they were all doing so well. After all, she had Rena’s children close by to spoil. She hurried into the kitchen to see what she could prepare.

      Maddie found a good parking spot downtown and parked. She and June got out and walked. Maddie pointed out her favorite stores as they went along. They stopped at the ice cream parlor and purchased an ice cream cone. They ate it as they continued walking.

      “The gallery is just ahead,” said Maddie, pointing..

      They both threw what was left of their cones in a nearby trash can and headed for the gallery. The bell rang as they went inside. Angelica came forward to greet them. Maddie looked at her, surprised.

      “Hi, Angelica, I did not know you were expecting,” she said.

      Angelica smiled. “Hello, Maddie, yes as you can see, I have two more months. I cannot wait to meet my daughter.”

      “I bet Dr. Steel is excited,” she said.

      “Yes, he is. So is Moon Walking,” she laughed.

      “Angelica, this is my roommate and friend, June Mavorn,” said Maddie.

      “Hello, June, welcome to the gallery,” said Angelica.

      “Thank you,” responded June with a smile.

      “What can I help you ladies with today?” asked Angelica.

      “I want to show June the mirror,” said Maddie with a smile.

      “Help yourself,” said Angelica waving a hand toward the mirror.

      “It is good to see you, Maddie,” she said as she waved them on and turned to help another customer.

      The girls made their way over to the mirror.

      “It looks different than the one in Denton,” said June.

      They stood in front of the mirror. At first nothing happened. The girls were about to give up, when Jason appeared in the mirror. He appeared to be washing his face and had his eyes closed.

      June gasped. “Jason,” she whispered.

      Jason opened his eyes and stared at the mirror. He looked hard at the image of June in the mirror and frowned. He saw Maddie standing next to her.

      “What are you doing with, Maddie, July?” he asked.

      “You know my sister, July?” asked June.

      “Your sister?” said Jason.

      “Yes, I’m not July. I’m June,” she said.

      Jason gave a big smile. “Are you twins?”

      “Yes, how did you meet my sister?” asked June.

      “My crew delivered a load of logs to Denton. We stopped for a drink. She and some friends came in while we were there. I’m glad you are not her,” said Jason. “She is not what I am looking for in true love.”

      “How do you know I am?” asked June.

      “I can feel it through the mirror,” replied Jason. “I know we belong together. When can we meet?” he asked.

      “Maddie and I will be in Morristown in a couple of days,” replied June.

      The mirror started to fade. June touched it with her finger tips. Jason touched his fingers to hers in his mirror. June sighed and turned to Maddie, who was grinning broadly, happy for her friend.

      They started to leave when another image appeared in the mirror. Maddie looked in the mirror with a smile. Liam was in front of the mirror in the entrance hall at his home. It looked like he was getting ready to leave.

      “Liam,” said Maddie.

      Liam looked up and smiled.

      “Hi, Maddie, where are you?” he asked.

      “I’m in Rolling Fork. I have to talk to my parents about living in Morristown. I haven’t said anything to them about it, yet. I should be there in a couple of days. I’ve missed you,” she said.

      “I’ve missed you, too,” he said. “I can’t wait for you to get here.”

      The mirror faded back to the mirror image of the girls.

      Maddie looked at June and smiled. Both girls laughed and hugged each other.

      “I take it the mirror was good to you,” said Angelica smiling at them.

      “The mirror was great to both of us,” said Maddie with a big smile.

      June nodded her agreement also with a big smile.

      “We will see you later,” said Maddie as both girls left.

      Angelica shook her head and smiled. There went two very happy girls, she thought to herself.

      The Judge arrived home as Maddie drove up and parked her car. Maddie went over to give him a hug and to introduce June. The Judge gave Maddie another hug and welcomed June. They all turned and started for the door, where Lucy was smiling, standing with the door open. The Judge hugged and kissed Lucy, and they all went inside.

      They all headed for the dining room, where they could smell the delicious aroma coming from the kitchen.

      “Oh, you made spaghetti,” said Maddie. “My favorite.” She said in an aside to June.

      “Yes,” agreed Lucy. “I also have a salad and strawberry shortcake with lots of whipped cream for dessert.”

      June laughed at the look of pure bliss on Maddie’s face.

      “Come and help me get everything on the table while your dad washes his hands.”

      Maddie and June followed her into the kitchen and started carrying things to the table. Lucy had already set dishes and utensils out. When they had everything out, Maddie started filling glasses from a large pitcher of tea.  June took them to the table as Maddie filled them.

      They all sat down and said the blessing. It was quiet for a few minutes as they all enjoyed their food.

      “Mom, this is so good. No one else can make it like you,” said Maddie.

      Lucy smiled. She loved taking care of her family.

      They had almost finished eating when Maddie decided it was time to tell them her plans. She looked over at the Judge. “Dad, Mom, I saw someone in the mirror,” she said.

      “Do you know who it is?” asked the Judge calmly.

      “Yes, it was Liam. I saw him before when I was fifteen, but I knew we were too young, so I did not say anything about seeing him to anyone, not even Liam. But I went by the gallery today and I saw him again and he saw me and we talked.”

      “I see,” said the Judge with a sigh. “It was very smart of you to wait a while before letting him know.”

      “You were very brave,” said Lucy. “It must have been very hard not letting him know.”

      “Yes, it was. I was afraid he would be attracted to someone else, but I thought if he did, he wasn’t meant for me. So, I waited and gave us both a chance to grow up before saying anything,” Maddie looked at her parents. “There is more. I am going to open a school to teach martial arts. I am going to open it in Morristown. Liam is going to help me look for a place this summer. June is going to be my partner.”

      “What about your classes. Are you going to finish them?” asked the Judge.

      “We only have one more semester. We can take most of it online. If we have to go to the university, it will be briefly and we can make quick trips,” said Maddie. “Dora and Rafe and their family will be there. Blake is living there, and June will be there with Jason.”

      “You know Jason?” asked the Judge.

      “I saw him in the mirror and talked to him,” said June.

      The Judge sighed. “That mirror is a confounded nuisance,” he said. All three women laughed at his disgruntled words.

      “You can’t fight fate,  love,” said Lucy.

      “I know,” said the Judge.

      He looked at Maddie. If you need us we are still here for you, anytime. You also, June, consider yourself part of our family. Anything you need, just let us know,” said the Judge.

      Lucy came around the table and hugged Maddie and then June.

      June smiled. “Thank you all for including me. It has been a long time since I have felt like part of a family. I love the feeling.”

      “We mean it,” said Lucy. “Anytime you need anything, call us.”

      Maddie and June said goodnight and went upstairs to go through Maddie’s closet to decide what to take with them.

      The girls spent the next day packing and later, Lucy took them both to get their hair done, insisting on treating them to lunch while they were out. In the evening, they enjoyed spending  time with the Judge, but they were anxious to get to Morristown.

      Before they said goodnight, Maddie and June told the Judge goodbye. He would be gone when they left the next morning.

      The next morning, they packed the car and turned to hug Lucy. Lucy blinked back her tears as she hugged them and said goodbye.

      “Call me and let me know when you arrive,” said Lucy.

      “We will, don’t worry. We will be fine,” said Maddie as they waved goodbye.

      The girls both gave a huge sigh of relief to finally be on their way.

      Dora had told them to go on in and make themselves at home. She told them she was going to be at the school, but would come straight home when class dismissed. Maddie had a key to the front door.

      They pulled into the drive and parked. Before they could get out of the car, Liam was at Maddie’s door, opening it for her and pulling her out into his arms. He proceeded to give her a very passionate kiss. Maddie put her arms around him and kissed him back. They both had been waiting a long time for this.

      June exited the car on her side and was watching them with a smile, when a voice behind her startled her.

      “We may as well say hello like them,” said Jason. He proceeded to pull June into his arms and say hello very well. June had no trouble saying hello back.

      When everyone came up for air, Maddie and June leaned their heads on the guys’ chests to rest for a minute.

      Maddie looked up at Liam and smiled. “Could we start over and have another hello?” she asked with a smile. They all laughed.

      “Anytime,” said Liam.

      He looked over to see June still being held in Jason’s arms.

      “You’ve been holding out on me, Bro,” he said. “When did you meet June?”

      “When she arrived a few minutes ago,” replied Jason.

      “They talked through the mirror,” explained Maddie.

      “Oh,” said Liam. “Welcome to the family, June.”

      “Thank you,” said June faintly. She was still leaning against Jason, and he had his arms tightly around her. She did not mind. She liked having his arms around her.

      “Alright you guys,  help us get our luggage inside,” said Maddie. She headed for the trunk of the car, holding tightly to Liam’s hand.

      Liam and Jason helped unload and carry their luggage inside. As soon as they put the luggage down, Jason reached for June’s hand and pulled her close. Liam took Maddie’s hand and, leading her over to sit on the sofa, pulled her close in his arms. Jason guided June over to the loveseat and did the same. Neither, Jason or Liam could stand not being close enough to touch. The more touching, the better as far as they were concerned.

      They sat talking quietly for a few minutes. They heard the front door open and Dora called out for Maddie. Maddie answered her, and she  walked into the living room. She stopped short when she saw Liam and Jason there, snuggled up with June and Maddie. Dora looked startled, as she gave them all a big smile.

      “I see you made it okay,” she said.

      “Yes, Oh I have to call Mom.” She took her phone out and dialed her mom.

      “Hi, Mom, we made it. We are here in Dora’s living room now.” said Maddie.

      “You girls take care and keep in touch,” responded Lucy.

      “We will, Mom. Love you.” Maddie hung up the phone and got up to give her sister a hug.

      They had barely done saying hello, when Rafe came in. He gave Maddie a big hug and smiled at June. He gave Jason a smile.

      “I see you have met June,” he said.

      “Yeah,” agreed Jason with a big smile.

      The door opened again and Dede and Lars barreled into the room.

      “Aunt Maddie,” they exclaimed. Both hurried over to give her a hug.

      “Lars, you are getting so tall. If you keep this up, you will be the tallest male in the family,” Maddie teased.

      Lars colored slightly as he hugged his Aunt.

      Maddie hugged Dede and pulled back to give her a look over. “If you get any prettier your dad will need a gun to keep the guys away,” she said.

      Dede gave a huge sigh. “Please don’t give him any ideas. He already screening my friends, and I’m only eight. I can’t imagine what he will be like when I get to be a teen.”

      Everyone laughed at this pronouncement from a precocious eight-year-old. All but Rafe.

      “I may have to get your mother to teach me some more karate moves, so I can scare them,” he told her while trying not to smile at her

      Everyone else laughed again. Even Dede smiled at Rafe and went over and hugged him. He hugged her back and looked over her head and smiled at Dora. They both knew Dede had him wrapped around her fingers.
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      Back in Denton, July was trying to figure a way she could get to Morristown. She was sure, if she could have more time with Jason, she could make him fall for her. Her problem was she didn’t have a lot of spare cash. She made pretty good money, but she also liked to spend her money on clothes and shoes. She also spent a lot of what she made partying.

      July could not stand staying home and being bored. She would never understand how June could spend so much time studying. When their mom was sick and June asked if she could help take care of her, she flatly refused. The sickroom was not for her. Just thinking about being around sick people made her shiver. There was no way she was going to get stuck with sickroom duty.

      July absentmindedly leafed through a magazine in the hair salon waiting room. As she passed a page, something caught her eye. She turned back to the page and read it again. It was an advertisement about a job opening for a hairdresser. The job was at a salon in Morristown. July started smiling. It was fate. She tore the page out of the magazine, folded it, and put the page into her pocket. She would check on it as soon as she finished work.

      The people in the salon were surprised at how cheerful July was for the rest of the day. They kept giving her strange looks. She just smiled and ignored them.

      As soon as July arrived home after work, she opened her laptop and looked up the salon offering the job in Morristown. She filled out the online application and sent it in. Now, all she had to do was wait, something she was not good at. She went to fix herself something to eat while she waited.

      July smiled to herself as she thought about the look on Jason’s face when he saw her in Morristown. He was sure to be surprised. She frowned. Jason had not seemed very enthusiastic about her, but she was sure she could bring him around. She just needed a little more time to work on him.

      There was a ting announcing the arrival of a message. July hurried over to her laptop to check it out. It was the salon. They wanted to talk to her on the phone. They asked her to call tomorrow during business hours, between seven and four. July was so excited she danced around the room. She did not have to be at her present job until nine. She would have plenty of time to call first.

      July started thinking about her present job. It was a good job and paid well. Maybe she could take a leave of absence instead of quitting. If things did not work out for her in Morristown, she would have a job to return to. Her apartment rent was just paid, so she had a month before it was due again. She smiled. Everything was working out great. It was as if it was meant to be.

      First thing the next morning, right after coffee, July placed a call to the number on the message.

      “Hello, Dulce’s,” said a voice

      “Hello, this is July Mavorn. I am calling about the job offer. I applied and received an answer saying to call,”

      “Yes, Miss Mavorn, hold a minute. I’ll put you through to Marcie. She is in charge of hiring.”

      The call was switched over while July waited. She was tense with anticipation.

      “Hello, Miss Mavorn, thanks for getting back to me. I received your application. It looks good. May I ask why you want to move to a job in Morristown?” asked Marcie.

      “My sister is moving there and I am friends with the Haggerty’s. I thought I would like to be closer to my sister,” said July.

      “I see,” said Marcie. “How soon could you be here?” she asked.

      “I've got the job?” asked July.

      “Yes,” said Marcie. “It will be on a trial basis. We will give it a month to see how it goes.”

      “Great,” said July. “I can be there on Monday.”

      “We will see you on Monday,” responded Marcie. “Goodbye, Miss Mavorn.”

      “Goodbye,” said July.

      July decided to talk to the supervisor at her present job on the phone. It would save having to face her and ask for time off. She placed a call to the salon.

      “Hello, Sweet Cuts,” said Helen.

      “Hi, Helen,  this is July. I have a family emergency. I need to take the next two months off. I have at least that much time off built up,” said July.

      “Alright, I wish we had more notice, but it can’t be helped. I hope everything goes alright with your family.”

      “Thanks, Helen, I’ll be in touch.”

      July hung up the phone with a smile of satisfaction. Everything was working out great. Jason would not know what hit him. She rubbed her hands together. She went to sort through her things to decide what to take with her.
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        * * *

      

      In Morristown, after a lingering goodbye on Dora and Rafe’s front porch, Liam and Jason left for the night, only after promising to be there first thing the next day to take the girls around to look for sights for their karate school.

      Inside, Rafe drew Dora into his arms.

      “I can’t say anything,” he said with a grin. “I still feel the same way about you. I can’t keep my hands off of you,” he said with a kiss.

      “I am so glad,” said Dora, when she could draw a breath. “I feel the same way about you.” She raised her mouth for another kiss.

      “Alright you two,” said Maddie with a grin as she and June came inside. “What kind of way is this for an old married couple to act?”

      “The best kind of way,” responded Rafe, with a smile.

      “I agree,” said Maddie. “So, if you will excuse us, June and I will say good night and leave you to it.”

      The girls went upstairs to their rooms, but they were too excited to sleep. Maddie went to June’s room and knocked quietly. June opened the door and stood back for her to enter.

      “I’m too wound up to relax,” said Maddie. “I can’t believe I’m finally getting together with Liam.”

      She wandered over and sat on the stool at the dresser. June sat on the bed and leaned back.

      “I know,” she said. “I’ve already pinched myself to be sure I’m not dreaming. From the way it hurt, I would say I am wide awake.”

      Maddie laughed. “Liam told me he had been looking around and has several sights in mind for me to look at. I am anxious to get started. I am more anxious to get started on a life with Liam. It has been a long wait.”

      “Yes, when my mother got over her illness and told me she was remarrying and moving to Australia, I felt so alone. Then, I met my new roommate and I knew everything was going to be alright. Your family has made me feel so welcome, and Jason takes my breath away. I never thought I would be so happy,” said June.

      “You are the only one I want to be a partner with. You are never alone. We are here for you and Jason can hardly stand to let you out of his sight. Everything is working out great. We both have found our true loves and we are going to do great in our new school. I had better go and let you get some sleep,” said Maddie rising. “Good night, I’ll see you in the morning.”

      June walked her to the door and gave her a hug.

      “Good night,” she said.

      As Maddie left, she heard June’s phone ringing. She smiled. Jason was not having any luck sleeping, either.

      When Maddie entered her room, she was just in time to answer her ringing phone. She hurried to answer before anyone else was awakened.

      “Hi, Liam,” she said.

      “How did you know it was me?” he asked.

      “Your name was on the screen,” she said with a grin.

      “Oh, yeah, I forgot. I just wanted to say good night one more time,” he whispered.

      “Why are you whispering?” asked Maddie.

      “I don’t want to wake anyone up. I just needed to touch base with you again. I have waited so long to have the right to be with you. I have no intention of letting anyone else interfere. I love you, Maddie. You are my light at the end of the tunnel. You are my reason for being. Without you, I am nothing,” Liam paused.

      Maddie had silent tears rolling down her cheeks.

      “Liam, that was so beautiful,” she sniffed. “I love you, too. The wait has been very hard, but we can be together now. I have already told my parents about us. They are okay with it. Your mom is a sweetheart. We just have a few minor details to work out, then, we can be together.”

      “Maddie, don’t cry. This is a happy time. I wish I was close enough to hold you,” replied Liam.

      “I am happy. These are happy tears. I wish I could be snuggled in your arms, too. I have thought about being in your arms often the last four years,” said Maddie.

      “I have thought about it, too. Soon we will not have to be apart. I will have the right to hold you all night,” said Liam.

      “Good night, Love,” said Maddie. “I’ll see you first thing in the morning.”

      “Good night, dream of me. I’ll meet you there,” said Liam.

      Maddie hung up the phone and turned on the bed and hugged her pillow.

      “You know, pillow,” she said. “You are a poor substitute for Liam.”

      Hugging the pillow, she drifted off to sleep.
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        * * *

      

      June was having a similar conversation with Jason. Neither of them wanted to say good night and lose contact with the other. Jason was afraid it would all turn out to be a dream. He could not believe he had found his own true love. He wanted to hold on tightly and never let go. He could hardly believe he had fallen for someone so hard, so fast. June was the one for him. He was so ready to make a life with her.

      “I know we don’t know each other very well, but I love you and we can get to know all there is to know as we go along,” said Jason.

      “I love you, too,” said June. “We have all the time in the world to learn about each other. All I need to know is that you love me.”

      “While we are looking at buildings tomorrow, I will take you where I am going to build us a house. I want to be sure you like the location,” said Jason. He already surveyed and blocked off five acres of land next to Rafe. He had a crew prepared to start building a house for him. They were getting everything ready to start building. He wanted to have a place to take June when they were married.

      “Okay,” said June. She was thrilled to know Jason was looking ahead to a life for the two of them.

      “Good night, Love,” said Jason. “I’ll see you in the morning.”

      “Good night,” whispered June.
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      When the girls stumbled into the kitchen the next morning looking for coffee, they found a large pot already made and waiting for them. Dora and the children were already at school, and Rafe was at work, but Dora left them a note telling them to help themselves to cinnamon buns. They were being kept warm in the oven.

      Maddie pulled the plate of cinnamon buns from the oven and, taking her coffee with her, sat at the table and began eating one of the buns. She offered the plate to June, and she and June sat at the table and savored the coffee and the delicious buns. After a few bites, Maddie groaned.

      “These are so good,” she said.

      “Ummm,” agreed June.

      The doorbell rang and Maddie took her bun with her as she went to answer it. She opened the door to find Liam and Jason standing there. Liam leaned forward and took a bite of her cinnamon bun. He swallowed the bite and then proceeded to kiss her. Jason went around them and headed for the kitchen.

      “You taste like cinnamon,” said Liam. “I like cinnamon,” He proceeded to kiss her again.

      Jason found June eating her bun and drinking her coffee. He took the coffee from her and placed it on the table. He  lay what was left of the cinnamon bun on the plate. Then, he drew her close and proceeded to say good morning in the best possible way.

      When they finished their greeting, Liam and Maddie joined June and Jason in the kitchen.

      “Are you girls ready to look at possible school sites?” asked Liam.

      “Yes, we are,” said Maddie.

      “Then, let go,” said Jason. They all four grabbed another bun and some napkins before heading for the door.

      “We are going in Liam’s car,” said Jason. “We thought it would be more comfortable than my truck.”

      Liam opened the door for Maddie to get in the front with him, and Jason opened the back door and held it for June to get into the back with him.

      Liam drove first to an abandoned factory building at the edge of town. They all got out and looked around. Liam had the keys, so they went inside as well. Maddie and June looked around. It just didn’t strike them as what they were looking for.

      “I don’t think this is what I’m looking for,” said Maddie.

      June shook her head. “It just doesn’t feel right,” she agreed.

      Liam smiled and sighed with relief. He hadn’t liked the place either, but it was Maddie’s decision. He and Jason led them back to the car for the next location. The next stop was on Main Street. It was two buildings down from Blake’s law firm. It had, at one time, been a clothing store. Liam took out another key to open the door for them.

      “Where did you get all of these keys?” asked Maddie.

      “I went by a realtor’s office when I arrived in town. I checked out locations and picked up the keys. I thought it would save time,” said Liam.

      Maddie squeezed his hand. “Yes, it does. Thanks,” she said.

      “You’re welcome,” said Liam with a smile.

      They all went inside. Liam was holding Maddie’s hand and Jason had his arm around June. The girls looked around. There were mirrors on one wall. The front section had a desk and some chairs. They walked further into the building. It was a large open space. It had two dressing rooms and two restrooms. There was a good size room that could be used  as an office.

      “It needs some work, but I think it will work,” said Maddie.

      “It has everything we need,” agreed June. “I like it, and I like being in the middle of town. It will make it convenient for students.”

      Maddie looked at Liam. “What do you think?” she asked.

      Liam smiled. He liked Maddie asking for his opinion.

      “I was hoping you would pick this one. I like it,” he said.

      “We can get some of our crew to help you get it in order,” said Jason.

      “Let’s go talk to the realtor and see if we can afford it,” said Maddie.

      “Before we go, let’s stop and say hello to Blake. We haven’t let him know we are here,” said Maddie.

      They all went back outside, and Liam locked up. Liam took Maddie’s hand and Jason took June’s. They decided to walk the short way down to Blake’s office.

      When they entered the front room of his office, Maddie smiled at the receptionist.

      “Hi, I’m Maddie Hawthorn. Is my brother in?”

      “Maddie,” called Blake as he came through the door to his office. “I thought I heard your voice out here.” He came over and gave her a hug.

      Blake drew back and smiled when he saw Maddie’s hand go back into Liam’s.

      “When did you get into town?” he asked.

      “We arrived last night. This is my roommate, June Mavorn.” She said motioning to June.

      “Hello, June,” said Blake smiling at her.

      He looked at her hand firmly in Jason’s and smiled again. “I see you have met Jason.”

      “She saw him in the mirror,” said Maddie, “just as I saw Liam.”

      Blake looked startled for a moment. “It looks like a lot has been going on. Do Mom and Dad know?”

      “Yes, I told them before I left for Morristown. They have accepted it.” said Maddie. “I also told them I was opening a karate school in Morristown. I have found the place I think will be perfect once it is fixed up. I just need to check on cost.”

      “Where is it?” asked Blake.

      “It is two buildings down from you,” said Maddie.

      “You mean the old clothing store?”  asked Blake.

      Maddie nodded. “Yes.”

      “Come into my office,” said Blake. “Let me see what I can find out.” They followed Blake into his office and he closed the door. “Have a seat,” he beckoned toward the various chairs scattered around.

      Maddie sat in one chair and June sat in another. Liam pulled a chair close to Maddie so he could hold her hand. Jason pulled a chair closer to June and reached for her hand. They all waited patiently while Blake started to make a call.

      “Hello, Marjorie, this is Blake Hawthorn.”

      “Hello, Blake, how are you today?” she asked.

      “I’m fine. How about yourself? Did you get Lance into little league?” asked Blake.

      “Yes, after I talked to the coach, I did not have any more problems.”

      “Good. The reason I’m calling you today is about the clothing store just down from my office. Is it still available?”

      “Yes, the owner called me a couple of days ago. He’s willing to take a big cut in price if I can get it off the market for him. Why, do you know someone who might be interested in it?’

      “Yes, my sister. She wants to open a karate school. She likes the location, but she said there would have to be a lot of modifications done before it is usable. If the price is right, she might be able to swing it,” said Blake.

      “Tell her to come and see me. I’ll make sure the price is right,” declared Marjorie.

      “Alright, Marjorie, she’s here in my office, now. I’ll send her over. Just give me a chance to look over any contracts before anything is signed.”

      “Okay, send her over,” said Marjorie.

      Blake hung up the phone and grinned at the group.

      “Marjorie is with Decan Realty. You go over and talk to her but don’t sign anything until I look it over,” Blake instructed Maddie.

      Maddie got up and went to give Blake a hug.

      “Thanks, Blake, I’ll go right over. You guys know where Decan Realty is, don’t you?” she asked turning to Liam and Jason.

      “Yeah, I would say so, since I have been opening places with their keys,” replied Liam. The group laughed at this observation.

      They piled back into Liam’s car and he drove to Decan Realty. Inside, Maddie asked to speak to Marjorie. Marjorie came forward to greet them and escorted them back to her office.

      “I’m very glad to meet you, Maddie. We are all very fond of Blake. He has been a blessing to our town. He helped several teens to straighten out and he is always ready to help,” said Marjorie.

      “I’m glad Blake is making a life for himself in Morristown,” said Maddie.

      “The town is blessed to have him,” remarked Marjorie.

      “After I talked to Blake, he called back and asked me to include a large storage area in the deal. It goes behind the clothing store and behind the store next to it; I have drawn up the papers with an estimate. I have one set with the storage area and one set without. You can take both sets to Blake and let him look them over and decide which one you are interested in. I have reserved both for you until you decide, so no one will sell them before we hear from you.”

      “Thank you,” said Maddie. She took the papers from Marjorie and left to take them back to Blake. She was wondering why he increased her space.

      When they got to Blake’s office, they found him waiting for them. He ushered them into his office before they could ask any questions.

      Blake held up his hand as Maddie began to speak.

      “Before you ask any questions, let me explain a few things.”

      “Okay,” said Maddie.

      “I asked Marjorie to include the extra space because it would make an excellent gym to go with your school. People who already know some martial arts may just want a place to work out. It would also be a great place to keep teens busy and out of trouble,” he explained.

      “I agree, said Maddie. “I just don’t know if I can afford the extra right now.”

      “It won’t be a problem,” replied Blake. “After you left, I called Dad and Dora. Dad is going to purchase the buildings for you. I’m going to pay for the renovations and Dora is going to pay for whatever you need in the way of furniture for the school and gym,” Blake paused to let Maddie catch her breath and speak.

      “Why are you all doing this? I have my trust fund. I could pay my way. I might not be able to start out so big, but I could do it more slowly.”

      “We know you could, but we want to help. You will need your funds for operating expenses for the first year or two, until you get the school running solvent. The only thing we want in return is a lifetime membership in your gym. It will save us money in the long run. This way we won’t have to build gyms in our homes. I know Dora misses having a place to work out. We can’t always exercise outside. I know I miss my workouts. What do you say? Is it a deal?” Blake waited for her to reply.

      Maddie looked at June, who smiled and nodded her head. She looked at Liam. He squeezed her hand.

      “Whatever you want, I’m behind you 100 percent,” he said.

      Maddie turned back to Blake with a big smile.

      “You have yourself a deal and soon a new place to work out,” she said.

      “Good,” smiled Blake. “Let me look over these papers and get things rolling.”

      They got ready to leave. Maddie and June both gave Blake a hug. Jason and Liam shook his hand. When they got outside, Jason was talking quietly to Liam. Maddie wondered what they were up to.

      “We need to make one stop before we take you girls out to lunch,” said Jason. He was smiling at June and holding tightly to her hand. He looked as if he might be a little nervous.

      Jason helped June into the car and entered on the other side, slipping into the seat beside her. Meanwhile, Liam stole a quick kiss from Maddie before helping her to be seated and getting into the driver’s seat. Liam drove to the middle of town and parked. They were parked across from a nice restaurant and right beside it was jewelry store. Instead of heading for the restaurant, the guys lead them toward the jewelry store.

      Jason led the way, June’s hand tucked firmly in his. They went over to the counter. He did not see anything he liked there so he moved on down. A clerk came over to see if she could help. Jason asked to see a tray of engagement rings. June gasped. Jason looked at her and smiled. He then looked back at the rings the Clerk had set on the counter. He looked them over. He glanced back at June. He noticed she was eyeing one particular ring. It looked nice, so he asked the Clerk to let them see the ring.

      The Clerk handed him the ring. He took June’s hand and tried the ring on her finger. It fit perfectly.

      “June Mavorn, will you marry me?” he asked.

      June threw her arms around his neck and, with tears running down her cheeks, nodded her head. Jason gave her a kiss then turned and handed his credit card to the Clerk.

      While Jason and June  were occupied, Liam steered Maddie toward some engagement rings also. He wanted something unique. His Maddie deserved something special. He couldn’t find anything to suit him.

      “Do you have anything else?” he asked the Clerk.

      She looked at him and then disappeared into the back room. She came back a couple of minutes later, setting a tray of antique rings on the counter in front of them. Liam looked at the rings and smiled. This was more like it.

      Maddie looked at the rings and gasped. One of the rings stood out to her. It had a bright green emerald in an antique setting. There were small diamonds around it. They were mounted on an antique gold band. She absolutely loved it. She did not notice Liam watching her face. He smiled with satisfaction. He pointed to the ring and the Clerk handed it to him.

      He took the ring and held Maddie’s hand as he slid it on her finger. Maddie gasped and stared at the ring and then at Liam.

      “Maddie Hawthorn will you be my wife?” he asked.

      “Yes,” she whispered.

      He held her close and kissed her. When the kiss ended, he handed the smiling Clerk his credit card.

      When all the business was completed, the guys, holding tightly to their ladies, guided them next door for a celebratory luncheon.   They were all too busy staring into each other’s eyes to even notice what they were eating.
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      On the way back to Rafe and Dora’s Liam pulled into the five-acre lot next to them. There were workers there. They had already done a lot of work on the house and there were even people working on the landscaping.

      They all got out of the car, with Jason and Liam hurrying to open June and Maddie’s doors.

      “I can give you an idea of the rooms and the layout of the house, but it will be a whole lot easier to see in a few days,” said Jason.

      He pointed out the rooms and guided June around, showing her his vision for their new home. June nodded a few times but did not say much. Jason was beginning to get anxious, thinking maybe she did not like the place.

      Finally, he stopped and faced her. “If you don’t like it, we can build elsewhere,” he said.

      June looked at him startled. She smiled into his eyes.

      “I think it is absolutely perfect,” she said. She put her arms around his neck and kissed him.

      Maddie and Liam had wandered away from them. They were looking around and wanted to give the other two a little privacy. As much privacy as you could get it the middle of a building site with workers all around.

      As they returned to the other couple, Maddie heard Jason suggest he and June could elope. She did not give June a chance to answer.

      “No, absolutely not, you cannot do such a mean thing to your family. Your mom and my mom will plan a double wedding for me and June. I have to see when Dad can get away and I have to check with Bobby to see when he can come.”

      She saw Liam and Jason beginning to look alarmed and hurried to reassure them.

      “It will not be as big as Rafe and Dora’s wedding. We will not have to check with Uncle Ralph. I promise we will get it arranged as soon as we can,” she looked at Liam pleadingly.

      Liam drew her close and drew a long breath. “Do you think Bobby will be able to make it?” he asked.

      Maddie smacked him on the chest.

      “We are talking about our wedding and all you can think about is seeing Bobby Larroue?”

      “Bobby Larroue,” said one of the workers. They had been listening to the group with amusement. “You know Bobby Larroue?” he asked.

      “Yes,” said Maddie. “He is my Godfather.”

      “Boss,” said the worker, turning to Jason. “You are going to invite us to your wedding, aren’t you?”

      Jason groaned, and Maddie laughed. “Let’s wait and see if he is coming,” said Jason.

      The workers accepted his answer and went back to work. Jason and Liam led the girls back to the car.

      “We need to go see your mom,” said Maddie once they were all seated and ready to go.

      Liam turned the car toward home.

      They all trouped into the Haggerty house and Liam called out for his and Jason’s mom.

      “Well, there is no need to yell. I am right here. Hello, Maddie,” she said coming from the living room and heading over to Maddie to give her a hug.

      “Hello, Madeline,  it is good to see you. This is my friend June,” said Maddie.

      “Hello, June,” said Madeline. She went over and gave June a hug, also.

      “Mom,” said Jason. “I asked June to marry me and she said yes.”

      Madeline smiled at June and gave her another hug.

      “Welcome to the family, June,” she said.

      “Maddie and I are also engaged,” said Liam.

      “That is wonderful. You guys don’t mess around, do you?” she said hugging Maddie again.

      “We want to have a double wedding here, if it’s alright with you,” said Maddie.

      “I would love to plan a double wedding for all of you,” said Madeline, getting a little teary eyed. “How much time are you all going to give me?”

      “I have to call my parents and see when my Dad can get away. I know Mom will want to help with the plans. I also have to call Bobby and see when he can make it,” said Maddie.

      “Come into the living room and we can sit and talk,” said Madeline.

      They all followed her into the living room. Jason guided June over to the sofa and sat down pulling her close to his side. June smiled up at him and snuggled closer.

      Madeline took the recliner and Liam sat on the other end of the sofa and pulled Maddie down into his arms. He gave her a quick kiss on the end of her nose. Maddie smiled up into his eyes. She was so glad they were finally together. It had been a long time to wait for true love.

      Meg and Anna came into the room from the kitchen. When they saw Maddie and Liam snuggled up together, they stopped and grinned at Maddie.

      “Did Liam finally get around to declaring his intentions?” asked Meg.

      “Yes, he did,” said Maddie. “I said yes.”

      She held up her hand for them to see her ring.

      “OOOh,” squealed Anna as they both rushed over to admire Maddie’s ring.

      “Not only did Liam declare his intentions, so did Jason. He is engaged to my friend and soon to be business partner. Anna, Meg, meet June,” said Maddie motioning to Jason and June.

      The girls abandoned Maddie and rushed over to admire June’s ring and welcome her to the family.

      June found herself surrounded by family. These girls would soon be her sisters. She never felt so much love directed toward her. She smiled at Jason and snuggled closer to him. She felt so loved and safe in his arms.

      Jason smiled back at her. He felt like his life was finally coming together,  just the way it was supposed to.

      “I need to call Mom and Dad,” said Maddie. “They need to hear this news from me.” Liam let her pull away slightly, but kept his arm around her.

      Maddie took her phone out of her pocket and dialed her folks.

      Everyone sat back quietly and waited for Maddie to talk to her mother.

      “Hello,” said Lucy Hawthorn.

      “Hi, Mom,” said Maddie. “Is Dad there?”

      “Yes, he is here we were just about to sit down to eat. Uncle Ralph dropped by for a visit unexpectedly. How are you and June doing? Your dad told me about you finding a building. Are you ready to move forward with your plans?”

      “Yes, Blake is taking care of all of the paperwork for me,” replied Maddie. “The reason I am calling is to let you know Liam asked me to marry him and I said yes. Jason asked June and she said yes, also.”

      “Well, I can’t say I’m surprised. You told us before you left you were in love with him. I love you Maddie. I hope you and Liam will be very, very happy. Tell June and Jason congratulations from me and the Judge.”

      “We want to have the weddings here in Morristown. I told Madeline you would want to help. We are having a double wedding. Ask Dad how he feels about giving away two brides at once,” said Maddie.

      “You tell Madeline I will call her tomorrow so we can start making plans,” said Lucy. “Hold on just a minute. Your Dad just came in with Ralph. I will let you talk to him.”

      “Hello, Maddie,” said the Judge. “How are things in Morristown?”

      “Hi, Dad, Morristown is great. June and I are very excited about our school. Thank you for buying the building for us. I really was not expecting you to do that.”

      “I wanted to help you two girls get started,” said the Judge.

      “Dad, Liam proposed, and I said yes. June and Jason are engaged, also. How do you feel about giving away two brides at once?" asked Maddie. "We want to have a double wedding,”

      “You tell Liam, I am never going to give away my daughter, but I will walk you and June down the  aisle to start forward into your new lives.”

      Maddie had been startled when he had started talking, but by the time he finished, she had tears in her eyes.

      “Dad, that was beautiful,” she said. “I love you.”

      “I love you, too, Maddie girl,” said the Judge. “Hold on just a minute. Uncle Ralph wants to say hello.”

      “Hello, Maddie,” said Uncle Ralph. “I hear you are about to get married.”

      “Yes, I am,” said Maddie. “It is nice to hear from you, Uncle Ralph.”

      “How are Dora and Rafe doing?” he asked.

      “They are doing great. They are very happy,” declared Maddie.

      “Did she get the young man and his family straightened out?”

      “Yes, Harry and his family are doing very well,” Maddie looked at Jason and got a thumb’s up.

      “Well, Maddie I wish you and your young man the best of luck. Don’t forget to send me an invitation to the wedding,” said Uncle Ralph.

      “I won’t forget. Good night Uncle Ralph,” said Maddie.

      “Maddie,” said her mom. “I love you. Don’t forget to tell Madeline I will call her tomorrow.”

      “I won’t forget. I love you, too. Good night.”

      Maddie hung up the phone and turned guiltily toward Jason.

      “I’m sorry Jason. I could not say no to Uncle Ralph.” She looked at him pleadingly.

      Jason drew a long sigh. “It couldn’t be helped.”

      Everybody else, except June, laughed at his disgruntled expression. June had no idea who Uncle Ralph was so she didn’t know what the fuss was about. “Who is Uncle Ralph?” she asked Jason.

      Jason looked down into her face. He was surprised she did not know about Uncle Ralph. After all, she had been Maddie’s roommate. “Maddie and Dora just call him Uncle Ralph. He is Dora’s Godfather. He is also our governor,” said Jason.

      June sat up quickly. “You mean the  Governor is coming to my wedding!” she exclaimed. She turned and looked Jason in the face. “Is it too late to elope?” she asked.

      Jason pulled her back into his arms.

      “You are not eloping,” declared Maddie. “We are going to have a double wedding. Uncle Ralph is a sweetheart. You will hardly notice him being there.”

      Liam and Jason were chuckling. Madeline, Meg and Anna were smiling. They all remembered the sensation Uncle Ralph’s presence caused at Rafe and Dora’s wedding. It was not a bad sensation. In fact, they had all enjoyed meeting Uncle Ralph,  but, he did travel with security and news people. There was no way for him not to be noticed.

      “I feel bad,” said Maddie. “I had not even thought about Harry and his family until Uncle Ralph asked about him.”

      “He is doing fine,” said Jason. “Harry’s leg is fully healed. Blake helped him get the house next door to Albert and Mary. Ruby, Harry’s wife, is doing some light housekeeping and cooking for them. Mostly she just keeps an eye on them. Mary is still helping the children with school lessons and Harry is doing yard work. Lester, Harry’s son, helps him when he is out of school. Harry keeps up Dora and Rafe’s place. He also takes care of Blake’s place. We also have him take care of our place. We keep him pretty busy,  but, he really enjoys the work. He likes it lot more than working with the logging crew.”

      “I’m glad everything worked out for them. They are a great family. Dora has great instincts when it comes to knowing who needs help and who just wants to take advantage,” said Maddie.

      “Madeline, Mom told me to let you know she will call you tomorrow so the two of you can start planning,” said Maddie.

      “Okay, I’m sure we can get everything organized,” said Madeline.

      “What did your dad say about giving the bride away?” asked Liam.

      “He said to tell you he was never giving his daughter away, but he would be glad to walk me and June down the  aisle to start forward into our new lives,” said Maddie. All the ladies wiped away a tear or two at the Judge’s words.

      “What a beautiful way to express himself,” said Madeline.

      Jason and Liam pulled their ladies closer to their sides. They understood the Judge’s sentiments, but they were looking forward to having their ladies to themselves.

      Jason pulled June to her feet. He still held her close to his side as he turned to face his family.

      “June and I are going to take another look at our new home. The crew should be gone for the night and we can get a better idea how things are going,” he said. “Don’t hold dinner. I am taking June out to celebrate our engagement.”

      Madeline got up to give both June and Jason another hug and they said goodbye and left.

      Maddie smiled at Liam. Both of them knew Jason just wanted some alone time with June. They fully understood. They were both trying to think of an excuse they could use to have some time to themselves. Liam smiled back at her and squeezed her closer.
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      So, this was Morristown. July checked into a bed and breakfast place. It was close to downtown. She thought it would be her best option until she checked out the job at Dulcie’s hair salon. It was late when she arrived, so she checked in and decided to look for a place to eat. She did not have to be at the salon until Monday. She had a day to look around and get the lay of the new town.

      As she looked around, she spotted a seafood place on the edge of town. Seafood had always been a favorite of hers, so she headed toward the restaurant. There was a nice crowd there, but July did not have to wait for a table. She was seated and the waitress came and took her order. She ordered a seafood platter and sat back to look around and wait for her food.

      Blake was at a table across the room from July. He was enjoying his own seafood platter while looking over some papers. The waitress stopped at his table and he lay down his papers while talking to her. She refilled his glass and left. Blake felt someone staring at him and looked around to see who it could be.

      When he met July’s eyes across the room, he was startled. He wondered what June was doing here by herself, without Maddie or Jason. He supposed he should go over and say hello and find out what was going on. Blake motioned for his waitress. When she came over, he asked her to put the rest of his seafood in a takeout box. He took his drink and headed for July’s table.

      “Hello, June,” he said. “Why are you here all by yourself? Where are Maddie and Jason?”

      July looked him over before answering. “You know my sister June?” she asked.

      “You are not June?” he asked startled.

      “No, I’m July. I just arrived in town. I did not know my sister had arrived here so soon,” she said. “Who are you?”

      “I’m Blake Hawthorn. My sister Maddie is June’s roommate at the university.”

      Blake put his hand out to shake while he introduced himself.

      July put her hand in his. An electric spark passed between the two hands. Both of them drew back, startled.

      “I’m sorry,” said Blake. “It must be static electricity. Do you mind if I join you?”

      “Not at all,” said July motioning to the empty chair.

      Blake sat in the vacant chair. The waitress came over bringing him his takeout.

      “Thanks, Ellie,” said Blake.

      “You are welcome, Mr. Hawthorn. Can I get you all anything else?” she asked.

      Blake looked at July inquiringly. She shook her head.

      “No, we are fine, thanks, Ellie,” said Blake.

      Ellie left and Blake turned his attention back to July.

      “Are you planning to help Maddie and June with their school?” asked Blake.

      July paused. She had no idea what Blake was talking about. She did not want him to know how ignorant she was about her sister’s plans.

      “No, I’m a hairdresser. I will be working at Dulcie’s Salon,” she replied. “I start Monday.”

      “Dulcie’s is a nice place. I have had my hair styled there a few times. They do nice work and are friendly,” said Blake. “You’ll like it there.”

      “I’m sure I will,” agreed July.

      “Are you staying with Maddie and June while you are here?” asked Blake.

      “No, I took a room at the bed and breakfast. I wanted to be close to my job. I don’t know my way around, yet. I thought I could look around and find a place after I see how the job is going to work out,” said July.

      July looked at Blake. He was very nice looking. His type usually did not pay any attention to her. She wondered why the electricity between them. She never had it happen to her before. She felt strange around him. She had never felt like this before. She shook her head. What was wrong with her?

      Blake looked at July. It was strange about the shock treatment. He hardly knew what to say to her. He never had this problem before. He had always been confident in his dealings with people. He could hardly believe he was feeling so tongue tied around July. He looked at her again and saw her plate was almost empty.

      “Would you like a dessert?” he asked. “They have a great lava cake here.”

      July looked down at her plate. She had not been aware of eating. Somehow, she had cleaned her plate.

      “I don’t usually eat dessert,” she said.

      “Come on,” said Blake, grinning. “We can share it.”

      He motioned the waitress over.

      “We would like a slice of lava cake with whipped cream on top and two forks,” he ordered.

      The waitress left with his order and he looked over at July and grinned.

      “You are in for a real treat,” he said.

      July grinned back at him, but did not say anything.

      The waitress was back with the cake in just a moment. She placed the cake in the middle of the table and laid the two forks on a napkin.

      “Enjoy,” she said, smiling as she left.

      Blake picked up one of the forks and motioned for July to take the other. He waited for her to take the first bite. He smiled as July took her first bite and closed her eyes to savor it. Then he took his first bite.

      “Anything this good is probably illegal,” said July.

      “I know,” agreed Blake. “But it is not listed in any of my law books, so until I hear otherwise, I am going to keep indulging.”

      “You are a lawyer?” asked July.

      “Yes, I have an office just down the street,” replied Blake. “I have been practicing for about four years.”

      “You like being a lawyer?” asked July.

      “I love it,” said Blake. “Do you like being a hairdresser?”

      “Yes, I do. It is something I am good at, something, all my own. While I was growing up, my mom was always telling me to do better. She was always encouraging me to make good grades like June. No matter what I did, she always said June could do it better. Well, hair design is my thing and I do not have to compete with June.”

      Blake looked at her thoughtfully.

      “I did not have to compete when I was growing up. I was the only boy. I had three sisters and Dad had us all learn self-defense and martial arts. Any one of my sisters could probably beat the crap out of me. But they did not try. We had a lot of friendly competitions, but we loved each other and looked out for each other.”

      “It sounds like you had a very nice childhood,” remarked July wistfully.

      “Yes, I did,” agreed Blake. He looked down at the plate. They had cleaned it while they had been talking. Blake picked up the check from the table and motioned for July to join him. “Come on, I will give you a lift to the bed and breakfast,” he said.

      “You don’t have to pay my check,” said July following him.

      Blake took her hand and led her toward the front. The shock from touching was not as bad this time and went away as he kept holding her hand.

      “How do you know I need a ride?” asked July with a smile.

      “Do you have a ride?” asked Blake, looking at her.

      “No, I walked over. I was looking around,” said July.

      “It has turned night while we were eating, so I will see you to the bed and breakfast,” said Blake firmly.

      “Okay,” agreed July. “Thanks.”

      They went outside and Blake led the way to his car. He still had July’s hand firmly in his. After seating her in the passenger seat, he went around the car and seated himself in the driver’s seat. He did not ask her any questions, but drove straight to the bed and breakfast.

      When he stopped, he hurried around the car to open the door for her.

      “Thanks,” said July. “Thanks for the lift, and the cake.”

      “It was nice meeting you, July,” said Blake. “I hope you decide to stay in Morristown.”

      Blake took her hand and experienced another shock. He looked at July startled. She looked just as startled.

      “I have never been shocked like this by touching anyone else,” said Blake. “We must have an electric current running between us.”

      “I guess,” agreed July. “It has never happened to me before either.”

      “Good night, July,” said Blake squeezing her hand. “I’ll be seeing you.”

      “Good night, thanks for the ride,” said July. She turned and, with a last smile for Blake, went inside.

      Blake shook his head and, getting in his car, headed for his home.
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      Jason drove June back to their new home site. The workers had left for the day, but there was still plenty of light to look around. They were in Jason’s truck, and when he stopped in front of the building site, June waited for Jason to come to her side and open the door.

      Jason opened the door, put his arms around June and helped her out of the truck. He let her down in front of him and pulled her close in his arms. June put her arms around his neck and held him close as they kissed.

      “Ummm,” said Jason as he rested his forehead against June. “I am so in love with you. I can hardly wait for us to be together. I am so glad you looked in the mirror and saw me.”

      “I love you, too. I am glad the mirror showed us our true love. I am also glad the fortune teller at the street fair told me to not waste any time letting you know about us,” said June.

      Jason grinned. “So, we have a fortune teller’s prophesy going for us, too?”

      “Yes,” said June. “She told both me and Maddie to stop messing around and let our true loves know we were ready before they found someone else. At the time, I did not know who you were. I had only seen you one time, but when Maddie showed me your picture, I knew you were mine.”

      Jason hugged her close and kissed her again.

      “We belong together, for now and always,” he said.

      “For now and always,” agreed June.

      He took her hand, and they made a tour of their home. June was so excited. She had never had a home all her own before. Of course, it would be her and Jason’s home, but that just made it better.

      After Jason was satisfied June had seen everything there was to see in the building site and approved of all his plans, he drove her back to Rafe and Dora’s. Liam and Maddie were sitting on the porch in one of the swings. Jason led June to the other swing, seated her beside him and put his arm around her, holding her close.

      “So,” said Jason. “Were any more plans made after we left?”

      “Not really,” said Liam. “Mom and Lucy are going to talk tomorrow. I guess they will let us know what is going on after they decide.”

      Maddie laughed. “It is not as bad as you sound. We can always veto any plans we do not like.”

      “I don’t really care what plans they make as long as they don’t make us wait too long,” said Liam.

      “Yeah,” agreed Jason. “I have been waiting a long time for June.”

      He looked into June’s eyes and smiled.

      “I am ready to move forward. Standing still is not my style,” he said.

      June squeezed his hand.

      “Mine either,” agreed Liam hugging Maddie close and kissing her.

      Rafe and Dora came out and joined them. Rafe sat in one of the rockers and pulled Dora down into his lap. Dora settled back against him with a sigh.

      “Where are Dede and Lars?” asked Maddie.

      “Lars is spending the night with a friend and Dede is up in her room listening to some music,” said Dora.

      “Have you heard anything else from Blake about your school?” Dora asked Maddie.

      “No,  he probably won’t have any news until Monday,” said Maddie. “He seemed to think everything was going to be straight forward. No surprises.”

      “Good,” said Dora.

      “Thank you for agreeing to help with the furnishings. Are you sure you can afford it?" asked Maddie "After all you have the baby to think about now.”.

      Dora smiled. She  lay her hands on top of Rafe’s where they rested on top of her small baby bump.

      “Mom and Madeline are so excited about this baby, I doubt I will have to buy diapers before I start potty training. I told them to wait to see if it is a boy or girl before buying anything else,” said Dora.

      Everyone laughed at this very true statement.

      “I can very well afford a few furnishings for your new school. After all, I am going to be using the gym. I will love having a place to work out. It will be nice to have my sparring partner close by again. I have missed our practice sessions,” Dora grinned at Maddie.

      “I have missed sparring with you, too,” said Maddie.

      “I talked to Uncle Ralph earlier. He was visiting Dad when I called. He told me to tell you hello. He also asked about Harry and his family. He told me to send him an invitation to our wedding. I told him I would … I have to call Bobby tomorrow and see what his schedule is like. I want to check with him before Mom and Madeline start making plans,” said Maddie.

      “Maybe you will get lucky and Uncle Ralph will not be able to make it. He will be sure to send you a nice gift though,” said Dora.

      “Jason will breathe a sigh of relief,” said Maddie with a laugh.

      June squeezed Jason’s hand and smiled at him.

      “It’s okay. I have accepted his possible appearance,” said Jason.

      “It is not Uncle Ralph,” said Dora. “He’s a sweetheart. It is all of the people he has to bring with him.” Everyone nodded their heads in agreement.

      It was quiet for a few minutes as everyone enjoyed the nice night snuggled up with their loved ones.

      “Liam, are you going to build yourself a house when Jason gets through with his?” asked Rafe.

      “I may wait a while to start building, if it is alright with Maddie,” said Liam. “With Maddie getting her new school started and me starting work at the logging camp, we are going to be pretty busy. I thought we could stay with Mom and the girls for a while until we get ready to start building,”

      He looked at Maddie inquiringly.

      “We will talk to your mom and see if it is okay, but it will be fine with me,” said Maddie.

      “Well, pick the spot you want and we will mark it and make sure it is yours,” said Rafe. “If each of us and Meg and Anna get five acres each, the home place will still have twenty-five acres.”

      “Lars and Dede should have five acres each. They should get Frank’s share,” said Jason.

      Liam and Rafe nodded in agreement with him.

      “Mom will still have enough for the orchard and a garden, and her chickens, but she will not have too much land to look after,” said Liam.

      “She will not have to worry,” said Rafe. “We will all pitch in and make sure she is alright.”

      Everyone was nodding their heads in agreement.

      “I think I will get down the map of the property and block it off in five-acre plots and get everyone pick their spots,” said Rafe.

      “Good idea,” said Jason. “We can have it all fixed and when each person gets ready to build, they can just go ahead.”

      “Well, said Rafe, easing Dora up and standing. “We will say good night. We will see you all in church tomorrow.”

      “Good night, if you girls need anything, Maddie knows where everything is,” said Dora.

      “Good night,” responded Maddie, Liam, June and Jason.

      After Rafe and Dora went inside, Liam looked at Maddie.

      “I had better let you get some sleep. Do you want me to pick you up for church in the morning?” he asked.

      “Yes, please,” said Maddie. “I’ll walk you to your car.”

      She walked him over to his car, where she melted into his arms for a good night kiss. She wanted a moment of privacy and she wanted to give Jason and June a moment of privacy, also.

      Maddie and Liam kissed and held each other close. When their breathing slowed, Liam gave her another quick kiss and turned her toward the porch.

      “Go, I will watch until you get inside,” he said.

      Maddie gave him a lingering look and  headed for the porch. She passed Jason on his way down.

      “Good night, Maddie,” said Jason with a grin.

      “Good night, Jason,” said Maddie.

      She joined June on the porch. The girls turned and waved at Liam and Jason, then turned and went inside. After they shut and locked the door, they heard the car and truck start up and pull away.

      “Are you hungry?” asked Maddie.

      June thought for a minute.

      “Yes, I am. I had not thought it until now, but I would like a snack,” she said.

      “Me, too,” said Maddie. “Let’s see what Dora has in the refrigerator.”

      The girls headed for the kitchen.

      Maddie found some tomatoes and some chicken salad. She cut the tomatoes and added some chicken salad to the plate.  She put the two plates on the bar and got two glasses of tea. June pulled out two forks and the girls sat on the bar stools to enjoy their midnight feast.

      “Ummm, this is so good,” said June.

      “Yes,” agreed Maddie.

      The girls finished their food and cleaned up after themselves.

      They were just about to go upstairs when both of their phones rang. They hurried to answer them before they woke anyone.

      “Hello, Liam,” said Maddie.

      At the same time, June answered Jason.

      “I just wanted to say, I love you,” said Liam.

      “I love you, too,” said Maddie.

      “Dream of me,” said Liam.

      “I have been dreaming of you for four years. I intend to do much more than dream now,” said Maddie.

      Liam laughed. “I can’t wait. Good night, Love.”

      They hung up and Maddie waved at June, who was still talking to Jason, and went upstairs. June soon was following her upstairs to bed. Both young ladies were very happy with their lives.
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      Dora and Rafe were getting ready to leave for church the next morning when Maddie and June joined them in the kitchen.

      “Good morning,” said Dora. “The coffee is made and there are blueberry muffins in a basket on the table. We have to go in early. I’m teaching Dede’s Sunday school class. Her regular teacher is on bed rest because of a difficult pregnancy.”

      “I know how much you enjoy teaching Sunday school,” said Maddie, getting two cups and pouring her and June coffee.

      “Yes, I do, but I hope her teacher is doing okay,” said Dora.

      “Come on, Dede, were ready to go,” called Rafe as he came down the stairs. “Good morning, Maddie and June.” He came over and kissed each on the cheek before continuing on out the door to get the car.

      Dede hurried in and came to give Maddie a hug. She looked at June as if she did not quite know how to greet her.

      June smiled at her and said good morning.

      Dede smiled back and relaxed. Dora told them to help themselves and ushered Dede out the door to where Rafe was waiting with the car already running.

      Maddie smiled at June as they sat down to enjoy their coffee and muffins.

      “Dede is still a little shy around you,” she told June. “She will warm up fast when she gets to know you a little better.”

      June smiled. “I know, we have all the time we need,” she replied.

      “Yes,” agreed Maddie happily.

      They finished their coffee and ate their muffins and were cleaning up after themselves when they heard the car and truck pull up into the driveway.

      Maddie grinned and took down two napkins. She wrapped a muffin in each and gave one to June. June grinned and took the muffin. The girls headed for the front door.

      Maddie opened the door and Liam pulled her into a hug. While they were kissing, Jason went around them and pulled June into a similar hug. Both Maddie and June were holding a hand out so the muffins did not get smashed.

      When Liam loosened up his hold, he glanced at Maddie's outstretched arm. He grinned and sniffed.

      “Is that what I think it is?” he asked.

      “If you think it is a blueberry muffin, it is,” said Maddie with a grin.

      Liam kissed her again.

      “Thank you,” he said. He took the muffin and ate it on the way to the car.

      Meanwhile, Jason had managed to eat his muffin while holding onto June and getting her into his truck.

      They drove to the church and parked next to each other. The guys held onto their girls as they led the way into the church and down to the aisle where their mom and sisters were sitting. Jason went into the aisle first, holding onto June’s hand so she was following him. Maddie followed June and Liam came last. They all greeted Madeline, Meg and Anna, and were greeted in return.

      Maddie spotted Blake in an aisle across from them. He was seated with his housekeeper, Mrs. Shell. Maddie smiled and waved at Blake and Mrs. Shell.

      Mrs. Shell had been Blake’s housekeeper for about a year and a half. They got along very well, and Blake was happy to have her working for him. She had been a former client of his. She was looking for a place to move to and Blake offered her a position in his home. It had been a happy solution for both of them.

      She moved into the rooms off the kitchen. They had been occupied at one time by Aunt Mary, and then Ruby and Harry used them for a while. It gave Mrs. Shell some privacy and gave Blake the peace of mind knowing his house was occupied when he wasn’t there. He also liked having her there to cook for him, except on Saturday, her day off. She spent her Saturdays with her grandchildren, and Blake usually ate out.

      Dora, Dede and Rafe joined them and sat in the seats in front of them. They all turned and smiled. The preacher came in and stood at the podium.

      “We have a treat for you this morning. I asked Dora to sing and she said she would if her sister would join her. So, how about it, Maddie?” He looked at Maddie and waited. Dora had already risen and was waiting for Maddie. Maddie rose and waited for Liam to rise and let her out. He squeezed her hand in encouragement as she passed him.

      “I thought we could sing the old rugged cross,” said Dora.

      Maddie nodded her agreement and Dora went over to the organ to tell the lady who would play their selection.

      Dora and Maddie had sung together many times in church. They did not need the book to sing. Both girls stood straight and solemn. They looked at the cross at the back of the chapel and sang in perfect harmony with each other.

      It was very quiet for a minute after they finished the song, and then applause started. Everyone stood and applauded. Maddie and Dora bowed slightly and then headed for their seats. As Liam got out, letting Maddie in, he smiled and kissed her on the nose. Maddie grinned at him and took her seat.

      Dora took her seat next to Rafe. He put his arm around her and pulled her close. She looked up at him and grinned. He leaned forward and kissed the tip of her nose and gave her another squeeze. Dora sighed. She was so happy the mirror had shown her true love to her. This family was her heart. They completed her.

      The preacher thanked them for singing and launched into his sermon.

      After the service was over and everyone rose for the final song, Maddie glanced back and saw Lars seated with some of his friends. She smiled at him, and he smiled back. They both began to sing the final song selection.

      After church, they caught up with Blake and Mrs. Shell. They greeted each other and stood to one side out of the way of others leaving. They did not get any time for private conversation. There were too many people around. Blake asked Dora if all of them would like to come to his house for a meal. Dora declined.

      “I have dinner cooking in the crock pot and a ham that I baked yesterday. Why don’t you and Mrs. Shell join us?” she asked.

      Blake looked at Mrs. Shell inquiringly. She nodded okay, so Blake smiled and accepted.

      “I want to go home first and change into something more comfortable.

      We will be on in a little while,” agreed Blake.

      They all piled into their vehicles and headed for home. Madeline and the girls were joining them also, and Madeline was bringing dessert.

      When they arrived at Rafe and Doras', everyone went to their rooms to change out of their church clothes. Jason and Liam left to go home and change. They were back by the time everyone was downstairs.

      “Rafe, you take Jason, Liam and Lars outside to shoot hoops or something while we get dinner on the table,” said Dora.

      “Okay, you just want us out of your way,” replied Rafe with a kiss.

      “Yes,” agreed Dora with a smile. “Now, scoot.”

      “We are going,” said Jason throwing his hands up in surrender.

      He gave June a quick kiss and followed Rafe out of the front door. Liam gave Maddie a kiss and followed his brothers. He grabbed Lars’ arm and took him along with him.

      Dora smiled at Maddie and June.

      “Dede is in her room. She will be down soon. Let’s get to the kitchen before those guys think up an excuse to come back in,” said Dora. “Otherwise, they will eat everything, and we won’t have anything left for lunch.” Maddie and June laughed and followed her.

      “If you get some bowls and  set them on the counter, we can fill them up and let each person take their own bowl to the table,” she said.

      Maddie took the bowls out of the cabinet and  put them on the counter next to the crock pot.

      “Do you want plates on the table?” asked June.

      “Yes, they are in the cabinet,” said Dora, pointing at a cabinet.

      “Maddie, could you help me place this ham in the center of the table?” asked Dora.

      “Sure,” said Maddie hurrying to help. They lifted the ham out of the oven and  settled it in the center of the table.

      “Now, we need to put napkins in those two baskets and fill them with the garlic rolls I have warming in the warming oven,” said Dora. She stood back and surveyed her table. “Now all we need are utensils and glasses for the tea,” she said.

      “I’ll get the utensils,” said June.

      “I’ll get the glasses,” said Maddie.

      “Ready for dessert?” asked Madeline as she Anna and Meg entered.

      ‘Yes, we are,” smiled Dora. “Let’s put it over on the counter. If it is on the table, the guys will eat it first.”

      She took one of the pie containers from Meg and carried it to the counter.

      “Oh, it smells so good. Apple?” she asked.

      “Yes, I have two apple pies and a peach cobbler,” said Madeline.

      “Ummm, I just might skip straight to dessert, myself,” said Dora.

      “Anna, would you ask Dede to join us? You may have to go upstairs. She probably has her earphones on,” said Dora.

      Mrs. Shell entered the kitchen. She had a large bowl of salad. “Blake joined the guys out front. He told me to come on in,” she said. Maddie hurried to take the salad and put it in the center of the table with the ham.

      Dora came over and gave Mrs. Shell a hug. “We are glad you could join us. The salad looks so good. I’m going to have to watch my food intake. Since I became pregnant, I am craving everything,” said Dora. The other ladies laughed.

      Dede and Anna came in and Dede looked at all of the food. “I would have helped if you had called me,” she said.

      Dora came over and gave her a hug. “I know sweetie. I just wanted to spend a little time with my sister. You can help clean up,” said Dora.

      “Okay,” agreed Dede.

      “Maddie would you and June call the guys to the table while I get out the knife and ladle?” asked Dora.

      “Sure,” said Maddie as she and June headed for the front door.

      They stepped out on the porch and stood watching as the guys ran around shooting hoops.

      Jason glanced over and saw June. Rafe ran by him and took the ball. Jason just grinned and headed for June. As soon as he was close enough, he put his arm around her and hugged her to his side. Liam, seeing Maddie, abandoned the game and headed for her. Blake looked over and grinned.

      “It looks like the game is over. Lunch must be ready,” he said.

      Rafe grinned and slung an arm around Lars’ neck and headed for the porch. “Break it up,” said Rafe to Jason and Liam. “Let’s eat.” They all entered and headed for the dining room.

      “Stop right there,” said Dora holding up a hand. “Hand washing first,” The guys turned and headed for the bathroom to wash their hands.

      They were just about to sit down, when the Judge and Lucy suddenly appeared. “Mom, Dad,” exclaimed Dora as she Maddie and Blake hurried to greet their parents.

      “We decided to see for ourselves how you all were doing,” said Lucy.

      “Mom you don’t need an excuse to visit. You and Dad are welcome anytime,” said Dora.

      Dede and Lars came over and gave their grandparents hugs.

      While everyone was busy with greetings, June laid out two more place settings and put out more bowls and glasses. Dora, seeing what she was doing, gave her a hug and said a quiet thank you. June just smiled at her.





OEBPS/images/break-section-side-screen.png





OEBPS/images/heading-swash-ornate-screen.png






This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.



OEBPS/images/loves-magic-collection---books-6-10.jpg
RgE/ﬁYJM C LAI wa





