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CAST OF CHARACTERS

Mathew Brady - Washington, D.C. photographer (mid 20s)

Nicholas Boswell - Mathew's assistant (early 20s)

Dolley Madison - Former First Lady (80)

Aaron Burr - American politician (late 30s)

James Madison - Founding Father/4th President (40s)

Note: This character will "age" to his 60s.

Dolley Payne Todd - vivacious young widow (mid 20s)

Note: This character will "age" to her 40s.

Mary Payne - Dolley's mother (50)

Thomas Jefferson - Founding Father/3rd President (late 50s)

Martha "Patsy" Randolph - Jefferson's older daughter (late 20s)

Madame LeBlanc - White House French cook (40s)

Paul Jennings - African American servant (15)

Carolina - African American maid (20s)

Charles Carroll - American politician (late 70s)

Lucy - Dolley's sister (20s)

Extras: 6-8 White House guests and servants

CIRCA AND SETTING: 1794-1848, Washington, D.C.

SET DESIGN: The action transpires on a split set. A scene is illuminated when something is going on and is darkened the rest of the time. The center aisle is also used for spotlight scenes. Stage left and occupying a third of the playing space is the photography studio of Mathew Brady. Against the upstage wall of this "room" is a high-backed chair and a small table with a vase of flowers.  Set up downstage left is a daguerreotype on a tripod and draped with a black cloth. Stage right is an open doorway through which characters can pass for entrances and exits. 

The two-thirds rest of the stage is in red and gold and will represent a ballroom and the White House. Floor-to-ceiling windows are upstage and decorated with long, red velvet curtains which are affixed at the top with Velcro for easy removal in a later scene. Stage right is what appears to be another curtained window but, in fact, is currently covering the Gilbert Stuart painting of George Washington. Period chairs and tables complete the setting but do not obstruct the movement of characters dancing or servants engaged in their duties. There are double doors downstage right as well as an open doorway upstage right. Additionally, there is a short wing-wall stage left and just upstage and perpendicular to the doorway to Brady's studio.

AT RISE (1848):

MATHEW BRADY is prepping the studio for the arrival of an important person. He has placed a vase of daisies on the small table in front of the chair but quickly decides the table needs to be to one side of the chair. No, that's not right, either. As he moves things back and forth, his assistant, NICHOLAS, appears in the doorway and watches in amusement.

NICHOLAS

You're fussing yourself into a dither, you know.

MATHEW

It's not every day a former First Lady walks through our door. Everything has to be perfect.(beat) What do you think? Left or right?

NICHOLAS

(ponders) Lily of the Valley.

MATHEW

What?

NICHOLAS

Her birth flower. Lily of the Valley. Why did you go with daisies?

MATHEW

In the first place, they're very pretty. In the second place, how was I supposed to know that?

NICHOLAS

(shrug)You purport to know everything else about her.
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