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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?

Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.

Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?

As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Find W.J. May



[image: ]




Website:

http://www.wanitamay.yolasite.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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She will fight for what is hers.

What can you do when the people you trust are the ones you should fear the most?

After months of staring down death and escaping danger at every turn, Katerina and her friends find themselves in the last place they’d ever expect. A dungeon. And not the prince’s dungeon, either. This betrayal struck a little closer to home.

With time running out and Kailas’ coronation looming, the six friends must find a way to make peace with the past to have any chance at a future. Old alliances must be rekindled. Old grudges must be put away. But there are some scars that never fully heal.

Keep your friends close, and your enemies closer. But this enemy may turn out to be closer than Katerina ever imagined...

Be careful who you trust. Even the devil was once an angel.
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It came back to Katerina in little fragments. Not the details, exactly. More just temperatures and flashes of light. Like a series of over-lit snapshots, strewn together on a tenuous string.

First there was the feeling of absolute shock when a troop of soldiers appeared out of nowhere and grabbed Dylan by the arms. He was too stunned to fight them. Too shell-shocked to move. Too completely astonished to do anything other than stand there as the man in charge clamped a silver manacle over each wrist.

Silver.

Vampires weren’t the only ones who had trouble with it. Wolves did, too.

His skin had just started to hiss and steam when the soldiers turned their eyes to the people standing behind him. Frozen in confusion, staring on in shock.

Cassiel was the first to spring into action. And the first to be taken down. His hand flew to his blade as he automatically rushed forward in his friend’s defense, but something in Dylan’s expression made him pause. The two men locked eyes, and the next thing Katerina knew the fae was laying down his weapons, sinking to his knees with his hands folded behind his head.

The manacles went on him as well.

Tanya was the next to surrender. Followed quickly by Aidan and Rose. All three of them could have easily gotten away, but what would have been the point? They had come to Belaria as a united front, to restore the rightful king and take control of the army. They couldn’t scatter like a bunch of common criminals. Defeated before their mission even began. More importantly, they could never leave Dylan. Even though he was the one the guard really wanted. The rest were mere collateral.

Katerina was the last to go.

She alone hadn’t moved. Hadn’t taken her eyes off Dylan for a single second. As the soldier came towards her she was still staring at his skin, watching the way the gleaming silver cuff burned deeper and deeper into his flesh. The same thing was happening to Aidan. And Rose.

How is it possible that they don’t scream, she wondered, dazed. How do they keep quiet?

It took her a second to realize that someone was speaking to her. By the time it registered, she had been knocked to the ground. She landed hard on her hands, scraping her palms on the rough sandstone, before she was yanked back to her feet. Her wrists bound behind her back. A delicate silver chain tying them together.

And so it was that the six friends were dragged through the street. Cuffed and chained like criminals. Paraded into the city square for all the world to see.

For the most part, Katerina kept her head down. Her flaming hair spilling around her cheeks to shield her from the people’s gaze. But splintered images still broke through. A farmer staring in shock, his hand half-raised in the air, holding a horse’s lead. A tiny girl perched upon her father’s shoulders, pointing curiously and saying something Katerina couldn’t hear through the crowd. A pair of women on their way to the market, openly scowling at the band of ‘felons’ even though they had no idea who they were or of what they were accused.

It was a spectacle for the ages. One that would have been a thousand times worse if the gaping townsfolk knew exactly who was being paraded through their streets—but a spectacle nonetheless. Ironically similar to the gang’s recent flight through the midnight sky.

Two exhibitions in just two days. We should really take this show on the road...

The ivory pillars of the royal palace were getting closer, gleaming almost painfully bright in the early morning rays. Every street in the city seemed to lead to the same place, and by the time they’d reached the alabaster steps an impressive crowd had gathered behind them.

“Say something,” Cassiel muttered.

Katerina looked up in surprise to see him staring pointedly at Dylan. The two locked eyes and he cocked his head back towards the curious horde of people in their wake.

“Tell them who you are.”

It was a testament to Dylan’s state of mind that he hadn’t thought of this already. If there was trouble within the palace walls, the only chance the gang had was to get the people on their side. But addressing the citizens of Belaria had been Dylan’s nightmare for a long time.

He glanced anxiously over his shoulder, looking as nervous as Katerina had ever seen, but for one of the first times in his life words failed him. Not that the guards gave him much of a chance to speak. He only had time to glance over his shoulder, those sky-blue eyes sweeping the crowd, before they rushed him forward up the steps.

An unknown criminal was one thing. But let the people know it was their prince who was bleeding on the steps before them and they could have a full-blown riot on their hands. It was clearly a risk they weren’t willing to take.

The crowd remained oblivious. But the people inside the palace were a different story.

There were audible gasps of shock. Hissing whispers and sudden exclamations as the gang was led quickly down the hallowed halls. Men and women dressed in fine clothing, silken doublets and satin gowns, froze in place like lovely statues. Their eyes as wide as saucers. Their mouths agape. Some of them took a compulsive step forward. Most were stunned in their tracks.

I wonder if this is what it will be like if I ever make it back to my own castle. How many people would welcome me? How many would try to resist? How many would just stand there, not knowing what to do?

It was a bizarre homecoming to be sure, but then Dylan had been missing for the last four years. Most of the people in the kingdom had to have thought he was dead.

As they made their way down the mirrored corridors, there were several people he seemed to recognize. Everyone there certainly recognized him. Most looked happy to see him; in fact, several were clearly delighted once they got past the initial shock. And yet there was obvious dissent throughout the ranks. Clearly illustrated in the looks of guilt on specific faces. Of those men who had taken advantage of their prince’s absence to further their own agendas. Line their own pockets.

“Where are they taking us?” Tanya whispered anxiously, fidgeting restlessly against her chains. “Dylan, make them tell us—”

But no sooner had she said the words than she got her answer.

The six friends were led through a series of double doors, then came to a sudden stop in what looked like a cloak room. They paused there for a moment, staring on quietly as the soldiers bent their heads together in a hushed conference. There seemed to be some disagreement happening, but before it could be resolved the door opened again and a tall, slender man in dark robes pushed through. His eyes swept over the line of prisoners before turning to the guards in absolute fury—pulling the soldier in charge forward by the collar to hiss in his ear.

Katerina strained to hear, catching only the final word.

“...cuffs?”

The guard flushed but held his ground. Staring bashfully at the floor. “We had our orders. Followed them to the letter.”

“Orders given by whom?” the man demanded. While he was clearly fighting hard on their behalf, he seemed incredibly reluctant to meet Dylan’s eyes. He only ever looked at him sideways, although it was a gesture he couldn’t seem to stop. “Give me a name, soldier, or I’ll strip you of your rank right here and now—”

“The order was given by me.”

A booming voice echoed through the coatroom from a chamber on the other side. The man in the robes and the soldiers froze at the same time, while the friends lifted their gazes to the closed door. It opened a second later and they were led inside, blinking quickly as they tried to adjust to the sudden surge of light.

Katerina’s first thought was that it looked very much like the sanctuary of a church. Her second thought was that it looked very much like a chamber she had back at her own castle. The throne room. Where official ceremonies were held, dignitaries were received, and the nobles of the court gathered together each evening to dance and feast.

It’s strange... how Dylan and I both grew up in the same kind of place.

Even though she was currently bound by the wrists, the princess stared curiously around the long chamber, struck by each odd similarity between Dylan’s home and her own. There were the same long tables. The same crystal lighting fixtures. The same sleek wooden floors, the kind that seemed to echo no matter how lightly you walked.

Maybe our families commissioned the same man to build both. Either that or there’s some secret royal super-store that no one told me about...

Two gilded thrones sat on a velvet platform at the very end of the long hall. The same as in her own. One had been pushed slightly into the corner, as if it was no longer in use. But the other was front and center. There was even an empty goblet on the floor by its side.

As they entered the room, the man with the booming voice came into view. At least Katerina assumed that’s who he was. Now that she saw him in person, she couldn’t imagine such an imposing tone had come from anyone else.

The man was a giant.

Standing at what had to be almost seven-feet tall he towered over everyone else, sending a long shadow streaking down the center of the room. His dark hair was closely cropped to his head, and his steely eyes swept over the new arrivals with an expression that sent sudden chills rocketing up Katerina’s spine. He wasn’t dressed in any uniform, but there was something of a soldier in the way he stood. In the stiffness and precision. That unyielding comportment that made him an invaluable ally, and a terrible enemy at the same time.

Unfortunately, it didn’t look as though he was on their side.

“Your Royal Highness. It really is you.”

The words cut through the air like a knife. Half the people who heard them flinched, while the others emptied quietly out the door. Dylan did neither. He simply stared back at the man in silence, as if he was trying to place him. Resurrecting a memory he’d long since suppressed.

“Avery?” he finally replied. “It’s Charles Avery, isn’t it? From the Ninth Militia?”

Much to Katerina’s surprise, the giant man almost seemed to blush. As if Dylan had called out some embarrassing detail from his past. He dropped his eyes ever so briefly to the floor, and she was suddenly convinced the empty goblet sitting beside the throne belonged to him.

It took him only a second to compose himself, however. Then he was back in control.

“It’s actually Magistrate Avery now.” He lifted his chin ever so slightly. “I believe you’ll find several things have changed, Your Royal Highness, since you’ve been away.”
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