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When you think of the word "Ottoman," the first image that probably comes to mind is low, overstuffed yet versatile pieces of upholstery, isn't it? What if I told you that your thoughts are only 50% right? What if I told you that the word "Ottoman" goes beyond stunning pieces of reception room furniture to a powerful western Turkish dynasty that existed long ago in the thirteenth century?

The name "Ottoman" was coined from the chieftain (or "Bey") called Osman, who declared independence from the Seljuk Turks. This beautiful book takes you through the captivating rise and fall of the powerful Ottoman dynasty, from its origins to its inception as a world power that served as a turning point in the history of North Africa, Southeast Europe, the Middle East, and even the rest of the world.

For a period spanning over five centuries, this empire had a vast and powerful stronghold, expanding from a tiny obscure patch in western Anatolia in the year 1290 to become a force to reckon with. It became one of the most extensive yet most influential empires the world has ever known.

The size was not the only asset the Ottomans had. The empire was a melting pot of linguistic, religious, and ethnic circles, including but not limited to the Albanians, Armenians, Bulgarians, Bosnians, Greeks, Hungarians, Jews, Kurds, Serbs, and Turks, each with their own culture, traditions, values, language, and unique history.

A lot of documentation exists about this dynasty, but I am confident in this text's ability to take you on a virtual tour through the other side of the Orient. Here, you will find the ideas behind the founding of this vast empire, its dissolution, and its decline. You will also discover the notable accomplishments of some of its greatest sultans, all of whom were descendants of Osman's house.

We'll go over the achievements of the greatest three sultans, the first of whom is Mehmed II (1444-1481), the conqueror of Constantinople, who single-handedly led his troops to end the thousand-year-long reign of the Byzantine Empire. Trust me when I say this Sultan has more titles than any influential figure in the Game of Thrones franchise.

Another sultan in the hall of fame is Selim I (1512-1520), who set the stage for the pinnacle of Ottoman authority for his son Süleyman (1521-1566), another sultan worthy of note who conquered Belgrade and Budapest. He was also responsible for reforming Ottoman laws that allowed the empire's legislation to adapt to its continuous expansion.

Is your interest piqued yet? Are you picking role models already? If you are, then you might be jumping the gun. This book is not your usual boring historical literature. I can bet you a dollar (or ten) that no page will make you fall asleep. The fall of the empire, though saddening, brings to light the much-needed reforms brought about by the independence granted to all Ottoman states. Not a fan of spoilers? That's okay. I suggest you find a chair, kick back and enjoy some good old Ottoman politics.
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Chapter One: The Founding
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The origin of the Ottoman dynasty is shrouded in secrecy and a bit of mystery. Osman, the first, a Seljuk Turk, the son of Ertuğrul of Eskişehir (now West Central Turkey), was born in the year 1258 CE. He was born in the city of Söğüt, of Bithynia's northwestern Anatolian region. He is the founder of the Ottoman Empire. The alternate spellings for the name Osman are Othman, Ottman, or Uthman (in Arabic). This name is the origin of the word "Ottoman."

The story of the Ottoman empire begins with the Turkish speaking nomads from parts of outer Mongolia and Central Asia. They migrated to Asia Minor, Iranian plateaus, and Transoxiana (modern-day Uzbekistan). Sometime in the 10th century, due to limited grazing areas, food scarcity, and immense pressure from surrounding tribes, they were forced to find new trade opportunities and greener pastures. These Turkic nomads, under the aegis of the Seljuks, crossed the Amu Darya, entering Transoxiana of northeastern Iran. The Ghaznavid Empire at the time ruled these parts. The Seljuks defeated the Ghaznavid force at the fortress of Dandanqan between Sarakhs (North-East Iran) and Marv (present-day Turkmenistan).

The downfall of the Ghaznavid army automatically made the Seljuks the rulers of North-Eastern Iran under the leadership of their chief, Rukn al-dunya wa al-Din Abu Talib Muhammad Toghrul-Beg ibn Mikail, also known as Tughril or Toghrïl Beg. He was born 990 AD and ruled from 1037-1063.

Tughril captured Ray (modern-day Tehran) and made it his capital. Following his death on September 4, 1063, his 22-year-old nephew, Alp Arsalan (1064-1072), was crowned the new Sultan, owning the caliph's supremacy as Islam's supreme religious commander. Alp Arsalan fulfilled his uncle's dream of completely subduing Iran and consolidating the Seljuk laws in the southern Caucasus.

The Seljuk army led by Alp Arsalan conquered the Greek Byzantine territory in a battle fought on August 12, 1071, in Manzikert north of Lake Van. For the first time in historical literature, Emperor Romanus Diogenes (Emperor Romanus IV), a Byzantine ruler, was captured by a Muslim ruler as a prisoner of war. It is safe to assume that the Byzantine state never recovered from that insult.

The Islamization of Anatolia increased with the arrival of the Mongols under the command of Ghengis Khan, their ruler at the time who seized the Middle East and Central Asia in 1220, putting to death more than half of the civilian populace and committing the other half into slavery or a life of captivity. Many of these slaves died of sickness, hunger, or both. To survive, they had to eat cats, dogs, and even each other for an entire year as Ghengis Khan's men had set all the granaries and food stores on fire.

As Mongol armies kept wreaking havoc in parts of Khorasan and Central Asia, fugitives fled to seek asylum in Anatolia. Following the Mongol invasion and the defeat of the Seljuks, more refugees, including manufacturers, artisans, scholars, and merchants, landed in the western region of Anatolia, bringing their talent and know-how.

Osman's ancestors were of the Qayi tribe who entered Anatolia with a significant number of Turk Oğuz nomads who, after migration from central Asia, entrenched themselves in the Seljuk dynasty of Mesopotamia and Iran in the middle of the 11th century. Following the death of the Seljuk sultanate of Rum, Anatolia underwent segregation into a mishmash of independent states known as Anatolian Bey links. Following the Mongol Empire's hostile takeover, one of the independent Turk dynasties led by Osman, the first compelled by the direct military rule of eastern Anatolia, arose.

Osman was not always the fierce warrior we all know and read about in books. The young Osman, according to legend, was praised widely for his devotion and spiritual lifestyle. He stayed at the home of Sheikh Edebali from 1206-1326. To Osman, the sheik was a mentor and teacher in all things spiritual and holy. One night, at the Edebali's home, he had a vision of a prosperous empire ruled by him and his offspring. This vision is known as Osman's dream, which was only made public about 100 years after Osman's death and was said to be the inspiration for the conquests leading to the founding of the Ottoman Empire.

In his dream, Osman saw a large tree (representing the empire) with links to the roots of the four major rivers — the Danube, Tigris, Nile, and Euphrates. This tree also shaded the major mountain ranges — the Atlas, Caucasus, Balkans, and Taurus. The crescent moon shone on all the summits of the mountains, the muezzin call to prayer sounding from their galleries mixed with the resonant voices of a thousand nightingales and every other singing bird. Suddenly, a mighty gust of wind turned towards Constantinople, a city at the junction of two continents and two oceans reminiscent of a diamond between two emeralds and two sapphires.
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