
Contents

Saved by the Burly Mountain Man

Copyright

Saved by the Burly Mountain Man

Chapter One

Chapter Two

Chapter Three

Chapter Four

Chapter Five

Chapter Six

Epilogue

Author’s note and free book





Saved by the Burly Mountain Man

Bearclaw Search and Rescue #2

By Hazel J. North


Copyright

© Saved by the Burly Mountain Man by Hazel J. North

2025

All Rights Reserved



This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, businesses, places, events and incidents are either the products of the author’s imagination or used in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events is purely coincidental.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other non-commercial uses permitted by copyright law.


Saved by the Burly Mountain Man


I thought I had it all figured out—a quiet life in Bearclaw Ridge with my dog Ranger and the satisfaction of saving lives as a member of the SAR team. But then she stormed into my world and changed everything.


Brody

The mountains of Bearclaw Ridge are where I belong—solitary, adventurous, and unforgiving. My job as a SAR rescuer keeps me more than busy, but then Aria crashes into my world, all fire and attitude, and suddenly, everything I thought I knew about the world is turned upside down.

She’s stubborn as hell and thinks she’s fine on her own, but when she winds up in trouble, it’s up to me to step in.

I never intended for her to change my life, but I’d burn the world down to keep Aria safe. And damn it, I’m falling for her too.

Saved by the Burly Mountain Man is a short and steamy instalove romance featuring a protective mountain man and the curvy woman he falls for. No cliffhanger, no cheating, and a guaranteed HEA. This book is part of Bearclaw Ridge Search and Rescue, a steamy instalove romance series set in a small mountain town where every protective mountain man finds a curvy woman to love.


Chapter One

Aria

“I’ll be fine, Faye,” I tell my cousin for the third time. “Stop worrying.”

She rolls her eyes at me. “How can I? Remember how you broke your leg last year?”

“That was last year. Seriously, I won’t break any bones today.”

“You don’t know these mountains like I do,” she says with a raised eyebrow.

I put my hands on her shoulders and grin. “And that’s exactly why I need to explore them. If I’m moving to Bearclaw Ridge, I need to know my way around. You have work, so you can’t come with me, which I totally understand. But you can’t expect me to sit inside all day. I’m twenty-four. I can look after myself.”

She gives me a look that says, can you, though? But instead of speaking the words out loud, she grits her teeth and sighs. “Fine, but don’t do anything stupid. Stick to the popular trails and bring your phone. Oh, and enough water and snacks. Maybe a flashlight, just to be sure, and—”

“Faye, stop.” I interrupt. “I’ve got this. Now go before you’re late for your shift.”

My cousin mutters something under her breath as she grabs her bag. I know she means well, but I’m not about to spend another day cooped up inside.

As soon as the door closes behind her, I lace up my hiking boots, grab my jacket, and sling my trusted backpack over my shoulders. Inside are all the essentials—water, snacks, my phone, and yes, a flashlight—because even I know better than to head out completely unprepared.

The trailhead isn’t far, just a short drive from Faye’s house. When I park, it’s clear this spot is a favorite for tourists. The small lot is nearly full, and groups of hikers mill around, adjusting their gear and chatting loudly.

I fall into step behind a couple, avoiding eye contact with everyone who passes me. I want to be alone with my thoughts today. After the year I’ve had, I desperately need some alone time. My parents sold their house and moved to a smaller one with only two bedrooms. Technically, I still have a place to live, but they made it crystal clear that they think it’s time I moved out and became more independent. So, I decided to come to Bearclaw Ridge to see if the town would be a good fit.

I’ve always loved visiting Faye and her parents here. The town is small, but not too small, and the nature is nothing short of breathtaking. There isn’t a single thing tying me down in my hometown—no job, boyfriend, or house. So why not try out something new? Explore another part of the world?

That’s exactly why I decide to take a detour and step off the busy trail after fifteen minutes of walking.

It’s not that I don’t appreciate the safety of numbers or the well-trodden path, but something about it feels too predictable. I didn’t come to Bearclaw Ridge for the comfort of following in other people’s footsteps. I came for something real, something different.
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