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    To my beloved wife, Wai Yin, whose love and unwavering support have been the foundation of everything I do.

To my sons, who have brought joy and purpose into my life.

To my daughters-in-law, who have enriched our family with their warmth and kindness.

 

To my grandsons and granddaughters, the light of my life, who remind me daily of the beauty and wonder of the world.

 

And above all, to the glory of God, whose grace has guided me through every step of my journey.

 

This book is for you all.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "The word of God is not a means to an end, but the end itself. A faithful preacher does not seek to make his own voice heard, but the voice of God proclaimed."
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Expository Preaching is a powerful and insightful look at the Bible through the lens of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. According to Haddon Robinson, understanding and explaining a biblical idea involves studying a passage in its historical, grammatical, and literary context. In this book, I present thirty New Testament expository sermons that are suitable for all types of readers, from lay persons to believers, pastors, preachers, and Bible teachers. Filled with Bible stories that connect to modern-day life, Expository Preaching encourages readers to explore the Gospel message and encounter the God of the Word. This book is a must-read for all Christians looking to grow in their faith. Pick up a copy today and learn how to apply the teachings of the Bible to your everyday life.

“Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God”, Romans 10: 17.  

I wished to dedicate this book to my beloved wife, Wai Yin, my sons, Joseph, Joshua, Joel, my daughters-in-law, Renee, Tina, Angelina, my grandsons, Isaac, Benjamin, Daniel, Josiah, Jonathan and my granddaughters, Giselle, Katie, Annabelle, Isabelle and Kristabelle. I wished to thank Rev. Richard Yew for penning the forward, Rev. Ng Wah Lock, and Brother Jason Fong for their reviews, endorsements, and testimonials, Pastor Z V Zadok, Dr Timothy Sng, and family, and friends for their support and encouragement.

Shalom and God bless,

Dr. Andrew C S Koh
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After having read Dr. Andrew Koh’s first book, I was looking forward to penning the foreword for his second book. The Bible is the word of God. Since every word of God is inspired, infallible, inerrant, pure, and true, every word deserves to be examined and understood. Dr. Andrew Koh’s second book involves him taking Bible passages from the New Testament and comprehensively explaining them as any Bible scholar would. His explanation on the scripture, that is expository preaching, presents the meaning and intent of a Biblical text, providing commentary and examples to make the passage clear and understandable. He can expound the meaning of the passages clearly on a verse-by-verse basis. His studies on the grammar, the context, and the historical setting of a particular passage make this second book worth reading.  He analyzes the text carefully, objectively, interpret, and makes application to the contemporary setting. From here the reader himself will be able to craft a sermon out of his meticulous work. As I read the different passages of this book, I am very much encouraged to see how difficult passages can be made understandable and simple. Thank you, Dr. Andrew Koh, for your second book did not disappoint. Now I know more about what the passages mean, and I recommend this book to those seeking to learn more about expository preaching.

Rev. Richard Yew,

Ordained Minister of the Foursquare Gospel

Church of Malaysia,

Master of Practical Ministry (Wagner Leadership Institute), Bachelor of Arts (Hons) Economics (Victoria University of Wellington)
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Dr. Andrew Koh has given clear and concise expositions on 30 New Testament passages involving the life, miracles, and teachings of Jesus. He presents a clear background to each passage with good outlines and insights for each sermon. Many of the sermons have an evangelistic or a devotional challenge. These sermons will be helpful to Pastors looking for ideas to develop a sermon and finding a good outline.

Rev. Ng Wah Lok

Pastor, Full Gospel Tabernacle, Sri Damansara, Malaysia 

Principal, Tung Ling Seminary, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (1999-2019)

Dr. Andrew Koh, Chan-Sing is very passionate about preaching the Word of God. He is very committed to serving the Church of God. During such challenging times (the Covid 19 Pandemic), he has churned out two books! And this is his second one! Surely, we can see God’s hands here. Praise the Lord!!! The 30 chapters in this book cover many of the key accounts in the narratives of the Gospels. The approach Dr. Andrew Koh has taken is systematic and simple. The book does not merely scratch the surface of the texts, and yet it is not too academic. Every preacher (both clergy and lay) needs resources as references, and as stimulations while preparing materials for preaching and teaching. Hence, this book will be a blessing to both preachers and teachers. We should look forward to more books from Dr. Koh, even as God leads him to venture from the Gospels to the other genres in the Scriptures! May Dr. Andrew Koh be an effective instrument in God’s mighty hand.

Jason Fong, Bible Teacher ​
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Chapter 1

The Sycamore Tree
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Text

Luke 19:1-10

Introduction :

Today's sermon is a very familiar story to those who grew up in Sunday school. At the center of this story is a tree called the sycamore tree. A short man climbed this tree to see Jesus. You may be surprised to know that this 2000-year-old tree is believed to be there in Jericho today. Today I will do a verse-by-verse exposition of this story in Luke 19: 1-10. The key verse of this passage is Luke 19:10, ‘’For the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.” 

Context:

The Gospel of Luke is divided into 3 sections. The first section from Luke 1:1 to Luke 9:50 is Jesus’ Galilean ministry. The second section from Luke 9:51 to 19: 48 is Jesus’ travel narrative from Galilee to Jerusalem. The third section from chapters 20 to 24 is Jesus’ passion narrative. The story of Zacchaeus is located at the end of the travel narrative.

# 1. Passing through Jericho

V 1, He entered and was passing through Jericho

We are entering into the last 8 days of Jesus’s earthly life. He was passing through Jericho from Galilee, on His way to Jerusalem to attend the Passover. Passover is one of the three important annual pilgrimage feasts of the Jews. Jericho is 18 miles to the east of Jerusalem and 1000 feet below sea level. Jerusalem is 3000 feet above sea level. Jericho is the world’s oldest and lowest city. It was founded in 3000 BC. 

In Joshua 6:1-27, the Israelites entered Jericho after the famous battle of Jericho. Joshua and his army marched around the city once a day for 6 days, carrying the ark of the covenant. On the 7th day, they marched around Jericho 7 times and when they blew the shofar, the city walls collapsed. Today, Jericho is a Palestinian city in the West Bank, near the Dead Sea.

# 2. Zacchaeus, the Rich Tax Collector

Verses 2-4, There was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, and couldn’t because of the crowd, because he was short. He ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was going to pass that way.

Zacchaeus means pure, innocent, or righteous. He was the chief tax collector of Jericho. At the time of Jesus, Israel was under Romans' occupation. The Roman government tendered out the right to collect taxes to the highest Jewish bidder. These tax collectors collect taxes from the Jews on behalf of the Roman government. This system allowed them to overtax the Israelites. Zacchaeus, the chief tax collector became very rich by overtaxing the people. Contrary to his name, he was a cheat, thief, a traitor, and a sinner. He was hated by the Jews. 

Despite his background, he was determined to see Jesus. But he was short, everyone was blocking him and refused to let him go to the front of the crowd. He climbed up a sycamore tree and stayed there waiting for Jesus to pass by. In those days for a rich man to run is very shameful and for a rich man to climb a tree is even more shameful. But Zacchaeus was not afraid to be shamed because he was very determined to see Jesus. 

The sycamore tree is called a false fig tree. The branches look like a fig tree but the leaves are like a mulberry tree. It has many low side branches making it easy for a short person to climb.

# 3. Divine appointment

Verses 5-6, When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” He hurried, came down, and received him joyfully.

Jesus had never met Zacchaeus before this and yet when Jesus saw Zacchaeus in the tree, He called him out by name. Out of all the people in Jericho, Jesus came to look for Zacchaeus. He had a divine appointment with Zacchaeus just as he had a divine appointment with the woman of Samaria in Jacob’s well of John chapter 4. Jesus, the omniscient God had divine knowledge of Zacchaeus. He knew him by name and knew his details, past, present, and future. 

He also knows every one of you by your name. He is a personal God who knows you intimately. 

John 10:14, “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep knows me.” 

Jesus invited Himself to dinner and Zacchaeus came down at once and welcomed Him gladly. 

Perhaps today, Jesus has a divine appointment with you too. You may have come here today because you wanted to see Jesus. He is here. Jesus said that when two or more people are gathered together in His name, He will be there with them. He is calling you by name. He wants to meet you personally and to have a meal with you. 

Revelation 3:20, “Here I am, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person and they with me.”

# 4. Guest of a Sinner

V 7, When they saw it, they all murmured, saying, “He has gone in to lodge with a man who is a sinner.”

The Pharisees and the teachers of the law. were the self-righteous and the hypocrites at the time of Jesus. They thought that they were good, and others were bad, not realizing that they were also sinners in need of a saviour. Luke 15: 1-2, “now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees and teachers of the law muttered, this man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

# 5. A New Creation

V 8, Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my goods I give to the poor. If I have wrongfully exacted anything of anyone, I restore four times as much.”

Between 19: 6 and 19:8, Jesus was having dinner and fellowship with Zacchaeus in his house but Luke did not tell us about their conversations. There was a time-lapse in the narrative between 19:6 and 19:8. But we can deduce that during the encounter, Zacchaeus was converted. Just as Jesus revealed His identity to Zacchaeus and he confessed, repented, and received Jesus as his Lord and Saviour. Zacchaeus stood up and promised there and then to give half his possessions to the poor and to pay back four times to all those that he had cheated through over taxation. He was a changed man. Money was no longer his god. He had become God-centered and others-centered instead of self-centered. 

2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, behold the old is gone, the new has come” 

Zacchaeus was born again, he was a new person, the old had gone.

# 6. A son of Abraham

Verse 9, Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham.

There is a wordplay. Hebrew for salvation is ‘Yeshua’. Today salvation (Yeshua) has come to this house. Jesus restored Zacchaeus to his community. He was no longer excommunicated, no longer an outcast. He was a son of Abraham through racial descent and through faith. Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness (Genesis 15:6). Zacchaeus believed in Jesus, and it was credited to him as righteousness. Zacchaeus means righteousness. With sin forgiven and he was right before God. 

Just like Zacchaeus, we are also sinners, if we believe in Jesus, it will be credited to us as righteousness. We are justified by faith. Ephesian 2:8-9, ‘’for it by faith that you have been saved, through faith, not by works so that no man can boast.’’ Salvation is by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ and not by doing good work and keeping the law.

# 7. Seek and Save the Lost

Verse 10, For the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost.”

Son of Man is a messianic title for Jesus. Jesus is called Son of Man 88 times in the New Testament, Daniel 7:13-14.  

John 19:10 is Jesus’ mission statement. Jesus came to seek and to save the lost and the sinners. Without Jesus, we would be lost in sin.  Jesus found us, called us by name, saved us and gave us a new life. 

According to traditions from the early church fathers dating to the time of St. Clementine, Zacchaeus became the first Bishop of Caesarea and was a co-worker of St. Peter. 

# 8. Application:

Zacchaeus is a metaphor for all of us. Just like Zacchaeus, we are all sinners. Romans 3:23 says that all have sinned, and all have fallen short of God's standard. We have all missed the mark. We all like sheep have gone astray, each of us has gone our own way. The wage of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ. Jesus came to seek and save anyone who is lost. The invitation is universal, ‘anyone’, without exemption.
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Chapter 2

Parable of the Good Samaritan
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Text

Luke 10:25-37, 

Introduction:

The word Good Samaritan is an oxymoron, two words that do not make any sense when placed together. To the Jews all Samaritans were never good. Jews and Samaritans were sworn enemies. A Good Samaritan is someone who does a good deed to others. Two themes stand out in this passage, eternal life, and neighbors. Do you want eternal life meaning to live forever? Do you love your neighbor and who is your neighbor? The parable of the good Samaritan answers these two questions.

1). Context: 

Verse 25, Behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

An expert of the law came to test Jesus. His question was “what must I do to inherit eternal life?’’

Verse 26, He said to him, “What is written in the law? How do you read it?”

Jesus replied that his answer was correct. Obeyed these two commandments and he will inherit eternal life. Love the LORD wholeheartedly is in Deuteronomy 6:5. Love your neighbour as yourself is in Leviticus 19:18. The Law required perfect love to God, vertical love and perfect love to people, horizontal love.

Verse 27, He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”

’

The teacher of the law asked another question, “who is my neighbour?” Jesus answered this question with this parable.

2). The Parable of the good Samaritan:

Verses 28—35, He said to him, “You have answered correctly. Do this, and you will live.” But he, desiring to justify himself, asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus answered, “A certain man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who both stripped him and beat him, and departed, leaving him half dead. By chance a certain priest was going down that way. When he saw him, he passed by on the other side. In the same way a Levite also, when he came to the place, and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he traveled, came where he was. When he saw him, he was moved with compassion, came to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. He set him on his own animal, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.   On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, and gave them to the host, and said to him, ‘Take care of him. Whatever you spend beyond that, I will repay you when I return.’
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