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To every parent who kept reading when it felt impossible,

to every teacher who believed one more story could make a difference,

and to every child who ever whispered,

“Just one more chapter.”

This book is for you.

Together, we are raising readers—and changing lives.
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There is no greater joy than watching a child discover the power of words.

Yet, in our fast-moving world of screens and schedules, reading for pleasure is quietly disappearing. Too often, literacy is seen only as a school subject instead of what it truly is—a lifelong invitation to imagine, to feel, and to connect.

Raising Readers Together grew out of my thirty years working with families, teachers, and students who wanted reading to feel joyful again. It offers practical, evidence-based, and deeply human ways to make books a natural part of everyday life.

You don’t need to be a teacher to use these ideas. You just need time, intention, and love. This book is your companion for the journey.
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Dr. Cheryl Carter is an educator, author, and literacy coach who has spent more than three decades helping children and parents rediscover the joy of learning. As Director of The Capable Scholar and Collegiate Learning, she has trained teachers, designed K–12 curricula, and led community literacy initiatives that connect families and schools.

Dr. Carter’s work emphasizes practical strategies rooted in compassion and equity. She believes that every child—regardless of background—deserves to see themselves as a reader and a thinker.

She lives in New York with her family, where books fill every corner of the house and storytime never truly ends.
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“There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate’s loot on Treasure Island.”

— Walt Disney
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Introduction: Why Reading Together Matters
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When my daughter was in first grade, she came home one afternoon with a crumpled reading log. She sighed, “Mom, can I just write that I read?” I smiled because I understood. Somewhere between the joy of picture books and the pressure of reading levels, many children lose the delight of stories.

That night, instead of another worksheet, we read The Day the Crayons Quit together. She laughed so hard at the blue crayon’s exhaustion that she begged to read it again. That moment reminded me of a powerful truth: children don’t fall in love with reading because they’re told to—they fall in love because they experience joy, connection, and curiosity through it.

📚 The Shared Mission of Families, Schools, and Libraries

Strong readers are not built by schools alone. They’re built through community—parents, teachers, and librarians who model curiosity and make books part of daily life. Research from the National Literacy Trust and Scholastic’s Kids & Family Reading Report shows that:


	Children who see adults reading are twice as likely to read for pleasure.

	Family reading time as short as 10 minutes a day significantly improves vocabulary, comprehension, and attention.

	Library engagement increases reading confidence and school performance across all demographics.



💬 What This Book Offers

Raising Readers Together gives 101 practical ways to build reading joy—without complicated plans or expensive programs. You’ll find:


	Simple activities that turn reading into play.

	Real-life stories from families and classrooms.

	Tools to connect parents, teachers, and librarians as reading partners.



Whether you’re raising a reluctant reader or an enthusiastic one, this book will help you create moments of laughter, connection, and growth around books.

So grab a cozy blanket, a cup of tea, and your favorite storybook—it’s time to raise readers together.
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Chapter 1: Building a Reading Culture at Home
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💡 Why It Matters

Home is a child’s first classroom, and what children see at home shapes how they view learning. When books are part of family life—not just schoolwork—children grow up believing reading is something we do, not something we have to do.

A “reading culture” doesn’t require a big bookshelf or perfect routines. It’s built through everyday moments of reading, listening, and sharing stories.



🏡 Step 1: Create a Reading-Ready Home

Look around your home right now. Are books visible and easy to reach? If not, start by gathering all the books, magazines, comics, or even take-out menus you already own and make them accessible.

Example:

The Johnson family, parents of three elementary children, created a “book basket” in every room. The youngest chose picture books, the middle child added joke books, and the oldest added a few sports magazines. Soon, the children were reading between chores and before bed—without reminders.

Quick Wins:


	Put a basket of books in the car for rides.

	Keep storybooks near the kitchen table for “reading breaks.”

	Rotate books every few weeks to keep interest high.





🕯 Step 2: Make Reading Time Sacred

Children notice what adults make time for. If they see you scrolling but not reading, they’ll follow suit. Choose one small window—after dinner, before bed, or during breakfast—to read together.

Example:

The Lopez family made “15-Minute Book Time” part of their bedtime routine. Every night, everyone (including Mom and Dad) reads their own book silently, followed by five minutes of sharing something interesting. It became their calm-down ritual and strengthened their bond.

Tips:

	Set a timer to make reading predictable and pressure-free.
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